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In this study, we set out to unravel the mysterious link between the rising popularity of the
'bad luck brian'  meme and the number of  university physics teachers in West  Virginia.
Puzzled by the curious correlation, we delved into the depths of internet culture and labor
statistics to shed light on this enigma. Using data from Google Trends and the Bureau of
Labor Statistics,  our  research team conducted a rigorous analysis  from 2006 to 2022,
revealing a surprising correlation coefficient of 0.8945923 with a p-value less than 0.01.
Our findings suggest a remarkable relationship between internet memes and the academic
workforce, prompting us to question whether there may be a gravitational pull between the
world  of  viral  humor  and  the  realm  of  higher  education.  As  we  embarked  on  this
investigation, we couldn't help but reflect on the humorous side of our findings. It seems
that even in the world of physics and academia, there may be forces at play that defy the
laws of probability, much like the misfortunes of 'bad luck brian' himself. This correlation
may indeed be an example of a "memeic attraction," drawing attention to the unexpected
humor that permeates even the most serious of subjects. In conclusion, our study not only
sheds light on an unusual correlation but also serves as a reminder that even in the realm
of research, a good dad joke – or two – can spark unexpected connections and shore up the
spirits of even the most serious scientists.

When one contemplates the intersection of internet
memes  and  the  field  of  physics  education,  one
might expect their  relationship to be as distant as
the Earth is from the center of the Milky Way. Yet,
as we delved into the annals of data and lore, we
discovered a correlation that defied the odds much
like the chance of finding a Higgs boson at a Higgs
family  reunion.  This  correlation  led  us  to  ask
ourselves,  is  there  a  cosmic  dance  unfolding
between the misadventures of 'bad luck brian' and
the  astute  minds  of  physics  teachers  in  the  vast
expanse of West Virginia?

As we embarked on our investigation, we couldn't
help  but  recall  a  classic  dad  joke:  "Why did  the
physics teacher break up with the biology teacher?

There was no chemistry." Much like this humorous
anecdote, the unexpected link between the fame of
'bad luck brian' and the number of physics educators
in West Virginia raised questions, elicited laughter,
and had us scratching our heads – not quite with the
vigor  of  a  physics  grad  student  preparing  for  an
exam, but close enough.

Our  approach  to  uncovering  this  mystery  can  be
likened to a scientific séance, where we summoned
the  spirits  of  data  from  Google  Trends  and  the
Bureau of Labor Statistics to convene for a peculiar
panel  discussion.  We  crunched  the  numbers,
analyzed  the  trends,  and  found  ourselves  face  to
face with a  correlation coefficient that,  unlike the
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consistency of physics formulas, left us marveling
with its unexpected magnitude.

In the spirit of uncovering hidden forces, we present
our findings,  hoping to provoke a chuckle or two
from  the  scholarly  community,  and  perhaps
prompting  at  least  one  physics  teacher  in  West
Virginia to affectionately refer to themselves as the
"bad luck brian" of academia – with a nod to our
dear friend Schroedinger and his feline companion.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  topic  of  internet  memes  and  their  potential
influence on academic labor markets has garnered
attention  in  recent  years.  Smith  and  Doe  (2018)
conducted a comprehensive analysis of the cultural
impact of memes on various societal domains. Their
work unearthed the pervasive influence of memes
on individual behavior and attitudes, shedding light
on the  potential  for  memes  to  permeate  even the
most unexpected corners of human experience.

However, as we consider the implications of meme
popularity  on  the  academic  landscape,  we  cannot
help  but  wonder:  How  much  wood  would  a
woodchuck  chuck  if  a  woodchuck  could  chuck
wood?  In  a  similar  vein,  we  find  ourselves
pondering  the  peculiar  relationship  between  'bad
luck  brian'  and  the  physics  educators  of  West
Virginia,  and  the  hidden  energies  that  may  be  at
play.

Jones (2016) delved into the sociological impact of
internet  culture on regional labor  dynamics.  Their
examination  of  the  interplay  between  online
phenomena  and  professional  spheres  revealed
surprising patterns of influence, casting a comedic
light on the serious matter of labor economics. It is
like the gravitational pull of a dad joke at a family
gathering – undeniable,  yet often accompanied by
groans and eye-rolls.

In their seminal work, "Memes and Microsystems:
Navigating the Digital Landscape" (Adams, 2017),
the author examines the intricate interplay between
internet  memes  and societal  structures.  While  the

focus is not specifically on the academic sector, the
insights gleaned from this analysis bear relevance to
our quest for understanding the curious correlation
between 'bad luck brian'  and the physics teaching
community of West Virginia.

On  a  slightly  tangential  note,  "The  Physics  of
Humor" (Brown, 2003) expounds upon the nuanced
connections  between  scientific  principles  and
comedic phenomena. While not directly addressing
memes  or  West  Virginia  university  educators,  the
book's  exploration  of  humor  from  a  scientific
perspective  sparks  an  amusing  parallel  with  our
own investigation – as if Schrödinger's cat walked
into  a  humor  club  and  asked  the  bartender  for  a
quark-tini.

Turning  to  the  realm  of  fiction,  the  playful  and
speculative world of "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy"  (Adams,  1979)  offers  a  lighthearted
exploration of the absurdities of the universe. While
the  book  does  not  directly  touch  upon  'bad  luck
brian'  or  the  physics  teaching  profession,  its
whimsical narrative and playful wit remind us that
even in the most serious of pursuits, there is room
for a bit of intergalactic tomfoolery.

Furthermore, board games such as "Pandemic" and
"Catan"  prompt  us  to  consider  the  interconnected
nature of systems and the unexpected consequences
that can arise from seemingly unrelated factors. In a
similar vein, the unlikely nexus between an internet
meme and the academic workforce of West Virginia
adds a touch of whimsy to the otherwise staid field
of labor market studies.

In the midst of our investigation, we cannot help but
interject  with  a  timeless  dad  joke:  "Why  don't
scientists  trust  atoms?  Because  they  make  up
everything."  This  enduring  quip  captures  the
essence of our exploration,  as we seek to unravel
the enigmatic interplay between internet culture and
academic labor dynamics, all while indulging in a
touch of scholarly levity.

METHODOLOGY
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To  address  the  peculiar  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  'bad  luck  brian'  meme  and  the
number  of  university  physics  teachers  in  West
Virginia, we employed a methodological approach
that was as unexpected as finding a black hole in a
cosmic bingo hall. Our research strategy was akin to
a whimsical waltz in the realm of internet culture
and labor statistics, seeking to unravel the enigmatic
dance between a viral meme and the trajectory of
physics educators in the Mountain State.

The first step in our investigation was to dive deep
into the oceans of internet data, much like a plucky
marine biologist searching for the elusive Kraken.
We collected extensive statistical information from
Google Trends, tracking the ebbs and flows of 'bad
luck  brian'  memes  from  2006  to  2022.  This
endeavor was as intricate as untangling a quantum
entanglement,  but  we  forged  ahead  with  a
determination  reminiscent  of  a  physics  professor
attempting to explain the concept of wave-particle
duality to a classroom of puzzled students.

In a parallel quest, we mined data from the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, navigating through the labyrinth
of  occupational  numbers  with  the  precision  of  a
physicist  calibrating  the  instruments  in  a  particle
accelerator.  We meticulously gathered information
on  the  number  of  university  physics  teachers  in
West  Virginia,  carefully  ensuring  that  our  data
collection  process  was as  thorough as  a  physicist
meticulously  cataloging  subatomic  particles  in  a
particle zoo.

With our treasure trove of data in hand, we engaged
in  a  series  of  statistical  analyses  that  were  as
electrifying as a thunderstorm in a Tesla coil.  We
performed  correlation  analyses,  leveraging  the
power of mathematical tools to unveil any potential
connections  between  the  popularity  of  'bad  luck
brian'  and  the  academic  workforce  in  the  hilly
expanse of West Virginia.

Our data-driven exploration led us to the discovery
of a correlation coefficient that left us as astounded
as  a  physics  student  realizing  the  elegance  of
Einstein's  theory  of  general  relativity  for  the  first

time. The unexpected magnitude of this correlation
prompted us to ponder whether there might be an
underlying cosmic force at play, pulling together the
whimsical  world  of  internet  memes  and  the
scholarly sanctum of physics education.

Much  like  the  surprising  twists  and  turns  of  a
classic dad joke, our methodological journey was an
adventure  filled  with  unexpected  connections  and
perplexing revelations. We hope that our approach
to unraveling this mystery will not only contribute
to the scholarly discourse but also elicit a chuckle or
two  –  after  all,  even  the  most  serious  research
endeavors can benefit from a sprinkle of humor!

RESULTS

The  exploration  into  the  relationship  between the
popularity  of  the  'bad  luck  brian'  meme  and  the
number  of  university  physics  teachers  in  West
Virginia  yielded  intriguing  results.  Our  analysis
uncovered  a  strong  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8945923, an r-squared value of 0.8002954, and a
p-value of less than 0.01. These findings suggest a
compelling connection between the two seemingly
disparate phenomena, akin to the entanglement of
subatomic  particles  in  a  quantum  physics
experiment.

Fig. 1 illustrates the robust correlation between the
two variables, resembling the interconnected orbits
of celestial bodies in the vast cosmos. Much like the
unpredictable trajectory of a wayward asteroid, the
rise and fall of 'bad luck brian's popularity appears
to have an influence on the academic landscape in
West Virginia.

It appears that even the whimsical world of internet
memes  can  exert  a  tangible  influence  on  the
professional domain of education, prompting us to
ponder whether there may be an underlying force at
work, like the unyielding grip of gravity on matter.
This  correlation  serves  as  a  reminder  that
sometimes, the most unlikely pairings can have an
invisible bond, much like a positively charged dad
joke  that  sparks  laughter  in  the  most  serious
settings.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion,  our  investigation has uncovered an
unexpected relationship between a viral meme and
the academic realm, reminding us that even in the
rigorous pursuit of science, there is room for a touch
of  humor.  The  correlation  between  the  'bad  luck
brian' meme and the number of university physics
teachers in West Virginia may be an unconventional
finding,  yet  it  underscores  the  unpredictable  and
delightful nature of scientific exploration.

DISCUSSION

The results of our study lend credence to the notion
that there is indeed a significant correlation between
the  increasing  popularity  of  the  'bad  luck  brian'
meme  and  the  number  of  university  physics
teachers  in  West  Virginia.  It  appears  that  the
internet's fascination with poor 'bad luck brian' may
have  inadvertently  exerted  an  influence  on  the
academic  workforce,  much  like  the  way  gravity
keeps us grounded (as every good physicist would
affirm, or at least groan politely at).

The findings from our investigation align with the
previous  research  by  Smith  and  Doe,  who
recognized  the  pervasive  influence  of  memes  on
various  domains.  The  correlation  coefficient  we
uncovered  seems  to  support  their  assertion  that
memes  can  permeate  even  the  most  unexpected
corners  of  human  experience,  much  like  a  well-
timed internet pun sneaking into an academic paper.

Similarly, the examination by Jones into the impact
of internet culture on labor dynamics resonates with
our  discovery  of  a  connection  between  meme
popularity and the academic sphere. The surprising
patterns  of  influence  unearthed  by Jones  seem to
have a  parallel  in  the  unexpected  relationship  we
observed,  much  like  realizing  the  punchline  to  a
joke was hiding in plain sight all along.

Furthermore,  the  insights  from  Brown's  "The
Physics  of  Humor"  take  on  a  new  light  in  the
context  of  our  findings.  The nuanced connections
expounded upon in the book now seem to echo the
unexpected  parallels  we  uncovered,  much  like  a
comedic echo in the halls of academia.

Returning  to  the  tangential  and  whimsical
references  in  our  literature  review,  the  idea  of
interconnected  systems  and  unexpected
consequences  from  seemingly  unrelated  factors
from  board  games  like  "Pandemic"  and  "Catan"
surprisingly  finds  an echo in  our  study.  It  almost
seems  like  we  stumbled  upon  the  academic
equivalent  of  an  unexpected  winning  move  in  a
tabletop game.

In  this  unexpected  relationship  between  a  viral
meme and the academic workforce, we've not only
uncovered  an  intriguing  correlation  but  also
highlighted the whimsical and unpredictable nature
of  scientific  exploration.  It's  as  if  the  universe
decided to throw in a good ol' dad joke just to keep
us  on  our  toes.  So,  as  we  move  forward,  let's
remember that even in the realm of research, a good
dad  joke  can  spark  unexpected  connections  and
shore  up  the  spirits  of  even  the  most  serious
scientists. After all, laughter and scientific discovery
share  an  innate  attraction;  they  both  require  a
willingness to explore the unexpected.

CONCLUSION

As we wrap up our investigation, we can't help but
appreciate the cosmic comedy that unfolded as we
uncovered  the  connection  between  the  'bad  luck
brian' meme and the number of physics teachers in
West Virginia. It seems the only force stronger than
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gravity  in  this  case  is  the  gravitational  pull  of
internet humor on our scholarly pursuits.

As we reflect on our findings, we're reminded of a
classic dad joke: "Did you hear about the famous
microbiologist  who  visited  30  different  countries
and  spoke 6  languages?  He  was  a  man  of  many
cultures." Just as this joke unexpectedly tickles the
funny  bone,  our  study  has  unearthed  an  equally
surprising  connection  between  viral  memes  and
academic employment.

In light of our research, it is clear that we've pushed
the boundaries of scientific inquiry in a direction we
never  thought  we'd venture.  It's  like conducting a
physics experiment and stumbling upon a magical
phenomenon that defies all known laws, much like
'bad luck brian' defies all odds.

In conclusion,  we assert  that  no more research is
needed in this  area.  We've cracked the enigma of
'bad  luck  brian'  and  physics  teachers  in  West
Virginia,  proving  that  even  the  most  improbable
pairings  can  hold  a  wave  function  of  truth  and
delight.
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