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Abstract

A unique study was conducted to examine the relationship between air quality in Salinas, California, and 
the internet popularity of the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme. Utilizing data from the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Google Trends, our research team unearthed a striking correlation coefficient of -
0.9123205 with p < 0.01, spanning the years 2006 to 2023. This finding sheds light on the atmospheric 
conditions that may influence digital humor dissemination. The implications of this study extend beyond 
the usual air quality measures, providing a startling insight into the societal impact of environmental 
factors on meme circulation. Additionally, our research indicates that fresh air may indeed lead to a 
decline in shedding those meme tears. An unexpected and delightful revelation to say the least!
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1. Introduction

As  the  digital  landscape  continues  to
evolve,  the  intersection  of  environmental
factors and internet culture has become an
area  of  growing  interest.  In  recent  years,
memes have emerged as a popular form of
online  expression,  often  reflecting  and
influencing  societal  trends.  One  such

meme,  the 'crying Michael  Jordan'  meme,
featuring  an  emotional  image  of  the
legendary  basketball  player,  has  captured
the attention of internet users worldwide.

While the proliferation of memes has been
the subject of much scholarly analysis, the
potential  relationship  between  air  quality
and meme popularity has remained largely
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unexplored. This study seeks to fill this gap
by  examining  the  impact  of  air  quality  in
Salinas,  California,  on  the  dissemination
and reception of the 'crying Michael Jordan'
meme.  This  seemingly  outlandish
connection raises intriguing questions about
the  role  of  environmental  conditions  in
shaping  digital  humor  and  cultural
phenomena.

By investigating this unorthodox pairing, we
aim to shed light on the potential influence
of air quality on internet behavior and meme
engagement. The undeniable resilience and
magnetism  of  the  'crying  Michael  Jordan'
meme provides a compelling backdrop for
our  exploration into the uncharted territory
of  environmental  impact  on  digital  humor.
Our  research  is  poised  to  illuminate  the
ways  in  which  unseen atmospheric  forces
may  exert  their  influence  on  the  virtual
realm,  potentially  determining  the  fate  of
internet  memes  -  an  unexpected  and
entertaining twist  in  the age-old  debate of
nature versus nurture.

In the following sections, we will present the
methodology, analysis,  and findings of this
unprecedented  study,  which  promises  to
uncover  the  surprising,  and  quite  likely,
comical  interplay  between  fresh  air  and
meme tears. Indeed, while the topic at hand
may seem unconventional, our findings hold
the  potential  to  revolutionize  our
understanding of not only air quality but also
the  very  dynamics  of  internet  humor.  So,
take a deep breath, and let  us embark on
this  unusual  journey  of  meme-vironmental
exploration.

2. Literature Review

Existing  literature  has  provided  valuable
insights  into  the  realms  of  environmental
science,  digital  culture,  and  social
psychology.  Smith  et  al.,  in  their  seminal
work "Air Quality and Its Societal Impacts,"
highlighted  the  profound  effects  of  air
pollution  on human health  and well-being,

underscoring  the  need  for  rigorous
regulatory  measures  to  mitigate  its
detrimental  consequences.  Building  upon
this foundation, Doe and Jones investigated
the  dynamics  of  internet  memes  in  their
study "Viral Phenomena in the Digital Age,"
revealing  fascinating  patterns  of  meme
propagation and cultural resonance.

Expanding the scope of our inquiry, we turn
to non-fiction works that have explored the
multifaceted  relationship  between
environmental  conditions  and  human
behavior.  "The  Air  We  Breathe:  A
Comprehensive  Analysis"  by  Green
provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of
airborne  pollutants  and  their  ramifications,
offering  valuable  context  for  our
examination  of  air  quality  in  Salinas,
California. Furthermore, "The Psychology of
Internet  Culture"  by  Blue  delves  into  the
intricacies  of  online  interactions,  shedding
light on the psychological underpinnings of
meme engagement and dissemination.

In  exploring  fictional  narratives  that  touch
upon  environmental  themes  and  digital
phenomena,  we encounter  "Cloudy with  a
Chance of Memes" by Silver, which, despite
its  whimsical  title,  offers  thought-provoking
parallels  between  atmospheric  conditions
and cultural expressions. Additionally, "The
Meme-Weather  Chronicles"  by  Gold
introduces a fantastical world where meme
creation  is  inexplicably  intertwined  with
meteorological  phenomena,  presenting  an
imaginative backdrop for our investigation.

An  unconventional  yet  enlightening
approach  to  contextualizing  our  study
involved  drawing  inspiration  from  popular
cartoons and children's shows. Through the
whimsical  lens of  "Captain Planet  and the
Planeteers,"  we  pondered  the significance
of clean air in shaping societal values, while
the  intrepid  adventures  of  "The  Magic
School Bus" prompted contemplation on the
educational potential of our research, albeit
in a more animated setting.
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As we survey this diverse array of literature,
it  becomes evident  that  our  exploration of
the  correlation  between  air  quality  in
Salinas, California and the popularity of the
'crying  Michael  Jordan'  meme  is  not  only
unprecedented  but  also  imbued  with  a
comedic  undercurrent.  The  confluence  of
environmental science, internet culture, and
digital humor presents a captivating tapestry
of  inquiry,  poised to unravel the surprising
and  downright  entertaining  dynamics  at
play.

3. Our approach & methods

To investigate  the  connection  between air
quality  in  Salinas,  California,  and  the
popularity  of  the  'crying  Michael  Jordan'
meme, our research team employed a blend
of  traditional data analysis methods and a
touch of meme magic.  The data collection
process  involved  tapping  into  the
Environmental  Protection  Agency's  air
quality measurements and delving into the
vast  repository  of  internet  search  trends
provided by Google. 

The  first  step  in  our  methodological
escapade  was  to  wrangle  the  air  quality
data  from  the  Environmental  Protection
Agency. This involved navigating a veritable
labyrinth  of  pollutant  levels,  ozone
concentrations,  and  particle  matter
readings,  akin  to  traversing  a  treacherous
maze in search of  the elusive Minotaur of
Air Quality. Once we emerged victorious, we
curated a comprehensive dataset spanning
the years 2006 to 2023, encapsulating the
ebb  and  flow  of  Salinas'  atmospheric
composition.

Simultaneously, we ventured into the digital
wilderness  of  Google  Trends,  armed  with
our  curiosity  and  a  thirst  for  knowledge  -
and  possibly  a  few  memes  as  well.  We
sifted through the virtual haystack, seeking
the  proverbial  needle  in  the  haystack  of
internet  search  data.  Through  granular
keyword searches and meticulous tracking

of  user  interest,  we uncovered patterns in
the rise and fall of searches related to the
'crying Michael Jordan' meme, a journey not
unlike chasing after the fabled White Rabbit
of meme ascendancy.

With the data securely in our grasp, like a
treasure  map  promising  uncharted  riches,
we set about performing statistical analyses
to uncover the hidden correlations between
air  quality  metrics  and  meme  popularity.
Utilizing  sophisticated  software  and
algorithms,  we  compared  and  contrasted
the temporal  trends,  seeking to unveil  the
subtle dance between the purity of the air
and the resonance of the meme. 

Our research approach embraced the quirks
and  idiosyncrasies  of  both  the  digital  and
atmospheric  realms,  recognizing  that  the
marriage of science and humor often leads
to unforeseen revelations. Our methodology
sought  to  marry  the  rigors  of  empirical
analysis with the levity of meme exploration,
resulting  in  a  union  both  scholarly  and
whimsical, not unlike the nuptials of reason
and absurdity.

Stay  tuned  for  the  forthcoming  sections,
where we unravel the intricate patterns that
connect  the  whispers  of  the  wind  to  the
laughter  of  the  internet.  This  journey
through the maze of  atmospheric  musings
and meme marvels  promises to reveal  an
unexpected  kinship  between  the
ephemerality  of  digital  humor  and  the
steadfastness  of  environmental
phenomena. The quest for knowledge and
amusement continues, as we beckon you to
join  us  in  this  delightful  odyssey  of
serendipity and curiosity.

4. Results

A thorough  analysis  of  the  data  collected
from the Environmental  Protection  Agency
and Google  Trends revealed a compelling
and  statistically  significant  relationship
between  air  quality  in  Salinas,  California,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



and  the  prevalence  of  the  'crying  Michael
Jordan'  meme  on  the  internet.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  -0.9123205
denoted  a  robust  inverse  association,
indicating that  as air  quality improved,  the
popularity  of  the  meme  surged.  This
intriguing  finding  suggests  that  the
atmospheric conditions in Salinas may exert
a  non-negligible  influence  on  the  online
propagation  of  this  beloved  basketball-
themed meme.

The strength of the association, as indicated
by  the  r-squared  value  of  0.8323287,
underscores  the  substantial  proportion  of
variation  in  meme  popularity  that  can  be
attributed to fluctuations in air  quality.  The
statistical  significance  of  the  correlation,
with  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  further
fortifies  the  veracity  of  our  findings,
rendering  them highly  improbable  to  have
occurred by chance alone. This compelling
evidence  bolsters  the  argument  for  a
genuine underlying relationship between air
quality and meme dissemination, leading us
to  conclude  that  the  whims  of  internet
humor may be swayed by the currents of
the atmosphere.

Figure  1  depicts  a  visually  striking
scatterplot  that  encapsulates  the  negative
correlation  between  air  quality  and  the
popularity  of  the  'crying  Michael  Jordan'
meme. The downward trajectory of the data
points conveys the unmistakable trend that
as  air  quality  improved,  the  meme's
presence  in  the  digital  sphere  intensified.
This  graphical  representation  offers  a
compelling  visual  testament  to  the
unexpected alliance between environmental
conditions and virtual humor, capturing the
essence of our findings in a single, thought-
provoking image.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  essence,  the results  of  this  study  shed
light  on  the  unanticipated  influence  of  air
quality  on  internet  culture,  portraying  a
narrative  in  which the winds of  change in
Salinas bring with them a surge of Michael
Jordan tears across the web. This intriguing
interplay between atmospheric  factors and
meme  dynamics  unveils  a  facet  of
environmental  impact  that  extends beyond
conventional  measures,  painting  a
whimsical  yet  compelling  portrait  of  the
interconnectedness of real-world conditions
and virtual expressions of humor.

5. Discussion

The  unearthing  of  a  striking  correlation
between  air  quality  in  Salinas,  California,
and  the  popularity  of  the  'crying  Michael
Jordan'  meme is  a revelation that  has left
the  scientific  community  both  awed  and
amused.  As we reflect  on the unexpected
alliance  between  atmospheric  conditions
and  digital  humor  dissemination,  we  are
reminded of the whimsical parallels drawn in
the  literature  review.  Who  would  have
thought  that  the  fictional  "The  Meme-
Weather  Chronicles"  by  Gold  would,  in
some  way,  reflect  the  real-world
connections we have uncovered?

The  robust  inverse  association  we  have
uncovered  aligns  with  previous  research
suggesting that environmental factors, such
as air quality, may have subtle yet tangible

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



effects  on  societal  expressions  and
engagements  with  digital  content.  The
statistical significance of our findings further
bolsters  the  premise  that  the  winds  of
change, quite literally in this case, can sway
the course of online humor. It appears that
the dry humor of  our air  quality measures
has  indeed  sparked  a  deluge  of  'crying
Michael  Jordan'  memes  across  the  digital
landscape.

Indeed, this study has expanded the context
of environmental impact to encompass the
unexpected  influence  on  internet  culture.
Our results provide a compelling narrative in
which  the  shifts  in  air  quality  are
accompanied  by  a  wave  of  emotive
basketball-themed  memes,  an  alliance  as
unlikely as a thunderstorm in a desert.

Furthermore, our findings open a delightful
avenue for future research, highlighting the
interconnectedness of real-world conditions
and  virtual  expressions  of  humor.  As  we
look  to  the  horizon,  perhaps  it  is  time  to
explore the whims of internet humor through
the lens of climatology, with an invitation to
meteorologists  and  digital  anthropologists
alike to chart this uncharted territory with a
keen sense of  humor.  After  all,  who knew
that  an  atmospheric  front  could  be
responsible for a surge in online display of
Michael Jordan's poignant tears?

In  conclusion,  our  study  establishes  an
intriguing  link  between  environmental
conditions  and  meme  dissemination,
showcasing the intricate dance between the
tangible  world  and the virtual  sphere.  The
unexpected  revelation  that  air  quality  in
Salinas,  California,  has  a  discernible
influence  on  the prevalence  of  the  'crying
Michael Jordan' meme reminds us that even
in the realm of academia, a touch of humor
and an unexpected twist can breathe fresh
air into scholarly inquiry.

6. Conclusion

In  closing,  our  investigation  into  the
relationship between air  quality  in  Salinas,
California and the popularity of  the 'crying
Michael  Jordan'  meme  has  uncovered  a
surprising  and  substantial  correlation.  The
emergence  of  a  statistically  significant
inverse  association  between  these
seemingly disparate phenomena presents a
humorous yet thought-provoking dimension
to  our  understanding  of  environmental
influence  on  digital  humor  dissemination.
The  evidence  suggests  that  as  the  air
quality  in  Salinas  improved,  the  virtual
resonance  of  the  melancholic  basketball
icon  surged,  evoking  a  comical  interplay
between atmospheric conditions and meme
engagement.  This  unorthodox  yet
compelling revelation invites a lighthearted
contemplation  of  the  ways  in  which
environmental  forces  may  inadvertently
shape the digital landscape, leaving a trail
of meme tears in their wake.

It  is  clear  that  the  unexpected  alliance
between  air  quality  and  meme  popularity
opens  avenues  for  whimsical  musings  on
the interdependent relationship between the
physical  environment  and  virtual
expressions.  The  confluence  of  fresh  air
and  emotive  digital  imagery  yields  an
untapped  reservoir  of  quirky
interconnections, reminding us that the web
of  societal  phenomena  is  woven  with
unexpected threads. As we contemplate the
implications  of  our  findings,  it  becomes
evident that the influence of the atmosphere
may extend far beyond conventional realms,
permeating the virtual realm with a peculiar
yet palpable impact.

In summary, our research offers a whimsical
yet  compelling  insight  into  the  uncanny
dance between nature's  elements and the
virtual  universe  of  humor,  illuminating  an
unexpected crossroad of human endeavors.
Having  uncovered  a  robust  correlation
between  air  quality  in  Salinas  and  the
'crying Michael  Jordan'  meme, we are left
with  a  wry  smile  and  a  newfound
appreciation  for  the  lighthearted  mysteries

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



that  pervade  our  interconnected  world.
Thus, in the spirit of good humor, it is clear
that  no  more  research  is  needed  in  this
area;  we've  already  shed  enough light  on
the air-meme alliance.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


