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Abstract

In this groundbreaking study, we set sail to explore the unexpected connections between internet memes 
and maritime disasters. Utilizing data from Google Trends and Wikipedia, we embarked on a journey to 
investigate the correlation between the rise of the 'trollface' meme and global shipwrecks. Surprisingly, 
our findings revealed a significant correlation coefficient of 0.9605183 and p < 0.01, spanning from 2006 
to 2014. Just as sailors navigate using the stars, we charted our course through the vast ocean of internet
culture to uncover this unexpected relationship. It seems that the 'trollface' meme may hold more power 
than its comic origins suggest, steering us towards new insights and raising the question: is the meme 
causing a "shipwreck" of societal values? You could say our findings really made waves in the research 
community!
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1. Introduction

     Ahoy, fellow researchers and esteemed
readers!  Let  us  embark  on  a  journey
through  the  choppy  waters  of  internet
culture  and  maritime  mishaps.  As  we
navigate  this  uncharted  territory,  we  find
ourselves  confronted  with  the  unexpected

convergence  of  the  'trollface'  meme  and
global shipwrecks. It's a tale as old as time
– or at  least as old as the internet – with
twists and turns that even Poseidon himself
would find intriguing.

     Now, you may be wondering, "What's the
connection between a goofy,  grinning face

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



and maritime disasters?" Well,  it  turns out
that  our  research  has  uncovered  a
correlation  so  strong,  it  could  almost  be
described as shipshape. You could say the
'trollface' meme is casting a wider net than
we ever imagined. Our findings suggest that
perhaps  this  meme is  not  just  trolling  for
laughs, but also for a deeper understanding
of the human condition. It's as if the meme
is steering us toward a revelation – or is it a
shipwreck of our preconceived notions?

     In this study, we sought to delve into the
depths  of  this  curious  phenomenon.  By
analyzing  data  from  Google  Trends  and
Wikipedia,  we  set  sail  on  a  digital
expedition,  navigating the ebb and flow of
online  trends  to  uncover  the  unexpected
relationship  between the 'trollface'  meme's
popularity  and  the  occurrence  of  global
shipwrecks. It's safe to say that our findings
left  us  feeling  buoyant  –  and  not  just
because  we  spent  hours  poring  over
maritime data.

     Dad Joke Alert: What did the ocean say
to the sailboat? Nothing, it just waved. But
our research findings are making big waves
in the scientific community!

     As  we  dive  into  the  depths  of  this
unusual correlation, we invite you to join us
on this nautical adventure. Will our findings
hold water, or are we simply lost at sea in a
sea of  memes and shipwrecks? We invite
you to batten down the hatches and prepare
for  a  scholarly  expedition  filled  with
unexpected twists and turns – and maybe
even a few dad jokes along the way.  So,
grab your  life  jackets  and embark  on  this
academic  odyssey  with  us  as  we  set  sail
toward  understanding  the  unforeseen  ties
between  humor  and  maritime  misfortune.
It's sure to be a voyage to remember!

2. Literature Review

In  their  seminal  work,  "The  Impact  of
Internet Culture on Societal Trends," Smith

and  Doe  explore  the  influence  of  internet
memes  on  human  behavior  and  societal
shifts.  Their  study  delves  into  the
psychological effects of exposure to popular
memes,  shedding  light  on  how  these
seemingly innocuous images can shape our
collective  consciousness.  Little  did  they
know that their research would set the stage
for uncovering the unexpected link between
the rise of  the 'trollface'  meme and global
maritime calamities.

Speaking of memes, have you heard about
the nautical one? It's called "I can't believe
it's not better boat!" But I  digress, back to
our serious academic review.

In  "The  Encyclopedia  of  Maritime
Disasters,"  Jones  provides  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  historical
shipwrecks  and  the factors  contributing  to
their  occurrence.  While  the  book  primarily
focuses  on  navigational  errors,  natural
disasters,  and  human  error,  it  fails  to
consider  the  impact  of  internet  culture  on
maritime incidents. Perhaps a new edition is
in order – "The Trolling of the Titanic: How
the 'Trollface' Meme Sank More Than Just
Ships."

Now,  let's  turn  our  attention  to  the  fiction
realm. In "Moby Dick" by Herman Melville,
the  author  chronicles  the obsessive  quest
for  a  legendary  white  whale.  This  classic
tale of  seafaring adventure resonates with
the  theme  of  pursuit,  much  like  our
relentless  pursuit  of  understanding  the
meme-shipwreck  connection.  The  only
difference is, we're not hunting a whale, but
a punchline.

In  Jules  Verne's  "Twenty  Thousand
Leagues  Under  the  Sea,"  the  protagonist
embarks  on  a  submarine  expedition,
encountering  various  wonders  and  perils
beneath  the  ocean's  surface.  While  our
research  doesn't  involve  encounters  with
giant  squids  or  lost  civilizations,  it  does
involve  navigating  the  depths  of  internet
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humor  to  unravel  a  mystery  that's  just  as
perplexing.

Dad  Joke  Alert:  Why  don't  we  ever  tell
secrets on a boat? Because the walls have
ears, and the captain's always a little fishy!

Moving on to internet memes, the enduring
popularity  of  the  'Rickroll'  meme  has
captured  the  attention  of  netizens
worldwide.  While  not  directly  related  to
maritime  disasters,  the  meme's  ability  to
surprise  and  delight  its  unsuspecting
audience mirrors the unexpected correlation
we've  uncovered  between  the  'trollface'
meme and global shipwrecks. It's as if  the
internet  is  a  vast,  uncharted  ocean,  and
we're  navigating  the rough seas of  meme
culture with this study.

In "The Making of a Meme: From LOLcats
to  TikTok"  by  Memester  and  Dank,  the
authors  examine  the  evolution  of  internet
memes and their impact on popular culture.
Little did they know that our research would
add  a  new chapter  to  the  ever-expanding
saga of meme lore – one that involves the
unlikely intertwining of humor and maritime
misfortune.

As  we traverse the sea of  literature,  both
scholarly  and  whimsical,  we  uncover  a
treasure trove of insights and parallels that
add  depth  to  our  understanding  of  the
connection  between  the  'trollface'  meme
and maritime mishaps. Our expedition may
have  started  as  a  lighthearted  pursuit  of
internet  humor,  but  it  has  evolved  into  a
voyage of discovery that's making waves in
the  scientific  community.  So,  brace
yourselves  for  the  nautical  puns,  because
we're  just  getting  started on this  scholarly
odyssey!

3. Our approach & methods

To unravel the peculiar relationship between
the  rise  of  the  'trollface'  meme  and  the
frequency  of  global  shipwrecks,  we
employed a method as innovative as a ship

powered  by  memes.  Our  data  collection
process was akin to navigating treacherous
waters, with the internet as our ever-shifting
map and Google Trends and Wikipedia as
our guiding constellations.

To begin, we set our bearings on the Google
Trends platform to capture the zeitgeist  of
'trollface'  meme popularity.  Using  keyword
search data, we tracked the meme's search
frequency from 2006 to 2014, uncovering its
ebbs  and  flows  much  like  the  tides.  Our
choice of Google Trends can be likened to
using  a  sextant  to  pinpoint  our  subject
amidst the vast digital currents – offering a
glimpse  into  the  tumultuous  waters  of
internet culture.

Simultaneously,  we  charted  our  course
through the voluminous  sea  of  knowledge
that is Wikipedia, scouring through articles
and  archives  relating  to  shipwrecks,  their
locations,  and  dates  of  occurrence.  The
meticulous  extraction  and  verification
process  resembled  hoisting  the  sails  and
trimming  them  to  catch  the  winds  of
maritime  history.  We  combed  through  the
tumultuous waters of online knowledge with
the  precision  and  care  of  seasoned
mariners,  avoiding  the  treacherous  shoals
of misinformation.

Dad Joke Alert:  How does the ocean say
hello?  It  waves.  Similarly,  our  research
waves  a  friendly  hello  to  unexpected
connections!

Next, we employed a novel method of data
integration  where we spliced the 'trollface'
meme's  popularity  data  with  the  historical
timeline  and  geographical  data  of  global
shipwrecks.  This  process  was  akin  to
crafting a patchwork quilt of internet trends
and  nautical  mishaps,  weaving  a  tale  of
unexpected  correlations  and  unforeseen
connections  akin  to  uncharted  waters  and
unforeseen tides.

In  a  departure  from  traditional
methodologies, we employed an additional
layer of  analysis,  using sentiment analysis
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algorithms to gauge the emotional impact of
'trollface'  meme  instances  within  certain
timeframes.  This  added  a  psychological
depth to our exploration, akin to unearthing
the  buried  treasures  of  human  humor
amidst the occasional tempest of trolling.

Finally,  we  applied  robust  statistical
methods, including correlation analysis and
time-series modeling, to navigate the peaks
and troughs of the data, aiming to discern if
the rise and fall of the 'trollface' meme had
any  bearing  on  the  occurrence  of
shipwrecks globally. Our statistical analysis
was  as  rigorous  as  maintaining  a  steady
course through uncertain weather, ensuring
that  any relationships  uncovered were not
mere flotsam and jetsam.

In conclusion, our research method was an
odyssey  through  the  digital  waves,  where
we  sailed  through  internet  memes  and
global  nautical  mishaps,  steering  clear  of
the  sirens  of  spurious  correlations  and
navigating the unexplored currents of humor
and history.

Dad Joke Alert: Why don't oysters donate to
charity? Because they are shellfish! Just like
us, charting unknown waters!

4. Results

Our  investigation  into  the  relationship
between  the  popularity  of  the  'trollface'
meme and  global  shipwrecks  has  yielded
fascinating  and,  dare  I  say,  titanic  results.
From  2006  to  2014,  we  observed  a
remarkably strong correlation coefficient  of
0.9605183,  indicating  a  robust  association
between the two variables. This correlation
was further supported by an r-squared value
of  0.9225953,  elucidating  the  extent  to
which  the  'trollface'  meme's  prominence
coincided  with  the  frequency  of  global
shipwrecks.

Fig. 1 (to be included) illustrates the striking
correlation  between  the  two  phenomena,
leaving  little  room  for  doubt  about  the

unexpected  link  our  research  has
uncovered.  It's  as  if  the  meme  and
shipwrecks were sailing in the same current,
or should I say, memeingful relationship?

Dad Joke Alert: Why don't oysters donate to
charity?  Because  they  are  shellfish!  Our
findings, however, are anything but selfish,
as they generously offer a new perspective
on the influence of internet culture on real-
world events.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our results pose intriguing questions about
the far-reaching impact  of  internet  memes
and  their  unforeseen  ties  to  historical
occurrences. Could it  be that the 'trollface'
meme's rise to popularity is more than just a
laughing  matter,  but  rather  a  reflection  of
societal upheavals, much like the turbulent
sea  itself?  Our  research  has  carved  a
unique niche in the annals of meme studies,
steering us toward uncharted waters where
the unexpected thrives.

We  recognize  the  whimsicality  of  our
research topic, but our findings undeniably
make  a  splash  in  illustrating  the
interconnectedness of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena. Like sailors navigating through
uncertain seas, we've charted a course that
sheds  light  on  the  unexplored  depths  of
internet  culture  and  its  influence  on  real-
world occurrences.
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5. Discussion

In light of our findings, we are compelled to
delve into the profound implications of  the
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
'trollface' meme and global shipwrecks. Our
results  not  only  affirm  the  unexpected
connection alluded to in the aforementioned
literature  but  also  raise  the  buoyant
question of how memes, often dismissed as
ephemeral  jests,  can  exert  a  substantial
influence on historical phenomena. It seems
that  the  'trollface'  meme's  ascent  to
prominence  may  transcend  its  comedic
nature,  wielding  an  unforeseen  impact  on
the ebb and flow of world events.

As we navigate this uncharted territory, it's
important to emphasize the seriousness of
our  discovery.  The  staggering  correlation
coefficient  uncovered  in  our  research
highlights a compelling link that cannot be
swept under the rug. It's as if the 'trollface'
meme and global shipwrecks have formed a
comedic  alliance,  steering  the  course  of
history in unexpected ways. This correlation
is no mere fluke; it  speaks volumes about
the  pervasive  reach  of  internet  culture  in
shaping  human  experiences,  much  like  a
strong current shaping the course of a ship.

Dad Joke Alert: As we navigate these murky
intellectual waters, it's essential to keep our
spirits  afloat  with  a  touch  of  humor.  Why
don't  pirates  take  baths?  Because  they're
always waiting for  the day they can wash
ashore! Now, back to our discussion.

Our  results  validate  the  notion  that  the
'trollface'  meme, once considered a trifling
amusement,  may  possess  a  discernible
influence  that  extends  far  beyond  the
confines  of  cyberspace.  In  a  sense,  our
research  not  only  refutes  the  notion  of
memes  as  inconsequential  diversions  but
also  prompts  a  reexamination  of  how
seemingly frivolous internet phenomena can
cascade  into  broader  societal
repercussions.  The  'trollface'  meme,  in  its
inexplicable synergy with global shipwrecks,

compels us to rethink the gravity of internet
cultural  artifacts  and  their  potential  to
unsettle the tides of history.

In  conclusion,  our  lighthearted  expedition
into the comedic realms of internet culture
has led us to an unforeseen confluence with
the  turbulence  of  maritime  history.  This
unlikely  linkage  sheds  new  light  on  the
interplay  between  humor  and  calamity,
positing  a  paradigm  shift  in  our
understanding  of  meme  dynamics.  It
appears that beneath the veneer of jest, a
meme  may  harbor  unsuspected  depths,
much like the hidden shoals  that  befuddle
seafarers.  Indeed,  our  research  has
unveiled  a  treasure  trove  of  insights,
prompting  reflection  on  the  intricate
interweaving  of  internet  culture  and  real-
world  events.  As  we  sail  forth  into  the
uncharted seas of knowledge,  let  us heed
the lessons of our findings and remain open
to the unforeseen connections that may lurk
beneath the surface of frivolity.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has illuminated an
unforeseen  correlation  between  the
popularity of the 'trollface' meme and global
shipwrecks.  The  remarkably  strong
correlation  coefficient  and  r-squared  value
lend  robust  support  to  the  unexpected
relationship  we  have  uncovered.  It's  as  if
the meme and shipwrecks are caught in a
whirlpool of  influence,  propelling them into
the same currents of societal tides.

Dad Joke Alert:  Why did the sea monster
eat  five  ships  that  carried  potatoes  and
onions? Because no one can eat just one
ship!  Our  findings,  much  like  the  sea
monster's  meal,  leave  us  with  a  taste  for
more  unexpected  connections  in  the  vast
ocean  of  internet  culture  and  historical
events.

These  results  raise  thought-provoking
questions about the far-reaching impact of
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internet memes and their potential influence
on  real-world  occurrences.  Could  the
'trollface'  meme hold  more  power  than  its
comic origins suggest, steering us toward a
shipwreck  of  societal  values?  This
revelation  perhaps  leaves  us  feeling  a  bit
adrift,  pondering  the  unforeseen  ties
between  online  humor  and  historical
maritime mishaps.

Dad  Joke  Alert:  What  do  you  call  a  fish
wearing  a  crown?  A  kingfish!  Our  study
certainly reigns supreme in making a splash
in the research community, offering a fresh
perspective  on  the  interconnectedness  of
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

As  we  navigate  through  these  uncharted
waters of meme studies, it's safe to say that
our  findings  have  made  waves  in  the
scientific  community.  Yet,  with  our  vessel
reaching  the  shores  of  this  peculiar
correlation,  we  assert  that  no  further
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  The  tide
has taken us where we need to go, leaving
us with a boatload of intriguing questions to
ponder.  Let's  sail  on  to  new  research
horizons  and  uncover  more  unexpected
connections that lie beneath the surface of
internet culture. Smooth sailing ahead!
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