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STORM'S NORM: A RHYME-ALICIOUS TIME WITH
POLITICAL CLIME IN LOUISIANA

Caroline Hamilton, Abigail Thompson, Gloria P Tillman

Institute for Studies

In this groundbreaking research, we delve into the correlation between the popularity of the first 
name "Storm" and votes for the Democrat Presidential candidate in the lovely state of Louisiana. Our
research team utilized data from the US Social Security Administration, complemented with the MIT 
Election Data and Science Lab, and the Harvard Dataverse, in an attempt to satisfy the curiosity that
has been storming our minds. *Sorry for the pun, I just couldn't resist!*  Our study covers the period 
from 1976 to 2020, a time full of political storms and electoral whirlwinds. Analyzing the data, we 
discovered a correlation coefficient of 0.8890055, indicating a strong positive relationship between 
the popularity of the name "Storm" and the number of votes in favor of the Democrat Presidential 
candidate. This finding was indeed electrifying, like a bolt out of the blue, or rather, a bolt from the 
"Storm"! *Pun number two - because it never hertz to add a bit of electricity to academic research.* 
With a p-value of less than 0.01, our results are statistically significant, shedding light on the 
influence of names on political preferences in the Bayou State. *Who knew a name could cast such a 
vote-worthy spell!* Our findings provide evidence of the nuanced interactions between individual 
characteristics and political choices, beckoning us to weather the storm of name popularity in the 
political arena.

The influence of names on various aspects
of  life  has  long  been  a  subject  of
fascination. From the impact of names on
job  prospects  to  their  association  with
certain personality traits, the significance
of nomenclature cannot be overlooked. In
the realm of politics, the role of names in
influencing  voter  behavior  has  not
escaped  scrutiny.  Our  research  aims  to
contribute  to  this  fascinating  field  by
examining  the  relationship  between  the
popularity of the first name "Storm" and
votes  for  the  Democrat  Presidential
candidate in Louisiana. 

As  the  old  adage  goes,  "what's  in  a
name?"  Well,  according  to  our  findings,
quite  a  lot!  *I  guess  you  could  say  in
Louisiana, "Storm" has both a literal and
political  thunder.*  This  study  provides a
unique  opportunity  to  explore  the
potential  impact  of  a  name  that  is,

metaphorically  and  meteorologically
speaking, quite electrifying.

In  delving  into  this  intriguing
phenomenon, we draw upon data from the
US  Social  Security  Administration,  the
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, and
the  Harvard  Dataverse.  Our  analysis
spans  over  four  decades,  from  1976  to
2020, allowing us to capture the electoral
climate  across  various  tempestuous
political periods. *It's like we're creating
a  political  forecast,  but  instead  of  cold
fronts  and  high  pressure,  we're  dealing
with  electoral  swings  and  popularity
peaks!*

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8890055
that emerged from our rigorous analysis
provides compelling evidence of a strong
positive  relationship  between  the
popularity of the name "Storm" and votes
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in  favor  of  the  Democrat  Presidential
candidate in Louisiana. This correlation is
so  clear,  it's  like  the  calm  before  the
political  storm!  *And  trust  me,  in
Louisiana, they definitely know a thing or
two about those!*

The statistical significance of our findings,
signaled by  a p-value of  less  than 0.01,
serves  as  a  beacon  in  navigating  the
intricate web of socio-political influences.
*It's like we've uncovered a treasure map,
and  X  marks  the  spot  where  "Storm"
meets  Democratic  votes!*  These  results
invite  further  pondering  on  the
underlying mechanisms through which a
name  could  sway  political  allegiances.
*Who  would've  thought  that  a  little
"Storm" could blow the winds of political
change?*

As we navigate this novel terrain, we aim
to contribute to  a deeper understanding
of  the  intersections  between  personal
nomenclature  and  political  proclivities.
Our  study  sets  the  stage  for  future
investigations  on  the  impact  of  unique
names on political dynamics, an area ripe
for exploration. Join us as we unravel the
mysteries of nomenclatural influence and
embrace  the  surprising  ways  in  which
names  can  shape  the  political  clime.
*After all, in Louisiana, it seems that even
a "Storm" can make waves in the voting
booth!*

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith (1998) explored the impact of first
name popularity on political preferences,
uncovering  intriguing  associations
between  certain  monikers  and  voting
behaviors.  Doe  (2005)  delved  into  the
psychological mechanisms through which
names  could  prime  individuals  for
particular  political  ideologies,  shedding
light on the subtle yet influential role of
nomenclature  in  shaping  voter
inclinations.  Jones  (2012)  extended  this
line of inquiry by examining the regional
variations  in  the  relationship  between
name popularity and political affiliations,
providing  nuanced  insights  into  the

geographical  nuances  of  this
phenomenon.

Now that  we've gotten  the  serious stuff
out  of  the  way,  let's  dive  into  the
delightful  world  of  puns,  wordplay,  and
unexpected  pop  culture  references.
Picture it: you're sifting through "Storm"
clouds  to  uncover  the  correlations
between  name  popularity  and  political
leanings  in  the  enchanting  state  of
Louisiana. It feels like a cross between a
detective  novel  and  a  political  intrigue,
doesn't it? *I guess you could say we're on
a quest to unveil the "Storm"y secrets of
Louisiana's political landscape!*

Moving on to non-fiction books that may
contain nuggets of wisdom related to our
whimsical exploration, "Freakonomics" by
Steven D.  Levitt  and Stephen J.  Dubner
pops to mind. While not directly related to
names  and  political  affiliations,  it  does
offer  a  peek  into  the  unexpected
connections that lurk beneath seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  Then  there's
"Blink"  by  Malcolm  Gladwell,  which
illuminates  the  subtle  psychological
processes that shape our snap judgments
and decisions, perhaps shedding light on
the covert influence of names on political
predilections.  *You  blink,  and  suddenly
you're voting for "Storm"!*

As for fictional literature that may tickle
our  scholarly  fancies,  "A  Storm  of
Swords" by George R.R. Martin may not
offer  direct  insights  into  our  research
topic, but its title certainly tempts with its
meteorological  and  metaphorical  allure.
And  let's  not  forget  "The  Name  of  the
Wind" by Patrick Rothfuss, which, despite
being a work of fantasy, might just offer a
mesmerizing parallel to our exploration of
the winds of political change intertwined
with the influence of a name. *Who knew
a little "Storm" could stir up such literary
marvels!*

Bringing board games into the mix, "Risk"
seems like  an  apt  representation  of  the
intricate  dance  between  strategic
maneuvering  and  unexpected  twists  in
the political arena. And why not throw in
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a bit of wordplay from "Scrabble"? After
all,  our  research  seeks  to  uncover  the
hidden  combinations  and  connections
between  "Storm"  and  political  votes,
much like hunting for a triple word score
in  the  turbulent  landscape  of  political
nomenclature.  *We  may  not  be  playing
with  actual  tiles,  but  we're  certainly
piecing together a compelling narrative of
names and political sway!*

All  in all,  our review offers a refreshing
blend  of  scholarly  works  and  whimsical
diversions,  setting  the  stage  for  a
rollicking exploration of the Storm's norm
and  its  enthralling  interplay  with  the
political  clime  in  Louisiana.  *Now,  let's
weather  this  metaphorical  storm  of
literature and plunge into the enchanting
world of name-based political influence!*

METHODOLOGY

To  embark  on  our  quest  to  unravel  the
correlation  between  the  first  name
"Storm"  and  votes  for  the  Democratic
Presidential  candidate  in  Louisiana,  we
employed  a  mix  of  data  collection  and
analysis  methods  that  eschewed  the
beaten  path,  much  like  a  whirlwind
cutting through the political landscape of
the Bayou State.

Data Collection:

Initially,  we scoured the vast  expanse of
the  US  Social  Security  Administration
records,  channeling  our  inner  storm
chasers to track down every instance of
the name "Storm" registered in Louisiana
from  1976  to  2020.  Our  methods  may
have  been  unconventional,  but  we  rode
the data waves with the determination of
seasoned  sailors  navigating  the  stormy
seas of nomenclatural research. *I guess
you could  say  we really  weathered  that
data storm!*

We then complemented our findings with
data  from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science Lab and the Harvard Dataverse,
extracting the number of votes garnered
by the Democratic Presidential candidate
in  each  election  year  within  our  study

period. We meticulously combed through
the electoral history of Louisiana, braving
the political thunderstorms and electoral
squalls  that  characterized  the  state's
voting patterns over the years.

Data Analysis:

With our data in tow, we utilized a series
of  statistical  analyses  to  uncover  the
stormy  connections  between  the  name
"Storm"  and  political  preferences  in
Louisiana.  We  deployed  correlation
analysis  to  quantify  the  strength  and
direction  of  the  relationship,  carefully
charting the course of our findings as if
we were navigating the choppy waters of
name-based political influences. *It's  not
every  day  you  get  to  use  nautical
metaphors  in  academic  research,  but
when you're studying "Storm," you've got
to embrace the maritime spirit!*

Furthermore,  we  conducted  regression
analysis to delve deeper into the nuanced
interplay  between  the  popularity  of  the
name  "Storm"  and  votes  for  the
Democratic  Presidential  candidate,
employing  mathematical  models  that
could  weather  the  storm  of  complex
electoral  dynamics.  *You  could  say  we
were  like  the  meteorologists  of
nomenclatural  influence,  predicting
political patterns with the precision of a
well-calibrated barometer!*

Ethical Considerations:

In conducting our  research,  we adhered
to the highest standards of data integrity
and  confidentiality,  ensuring  that  the
privacy  of  individuals  with  the  name
"Storm"  was  rigorously  upheld.  We  also
recognize  the  potential  sensitivity  of
political affiliations, and thus approached
our analysis with the utmost respect for
the  diverse  perspectives  of  voters  in
Louisiana.  *You  could  say  we  were  like
the  guardians  of  the  Storm's  electoral
secrets,  ensuring that our  findings were
presented  in  a  manner  befitting  the
gravitas of our subject.*

Limitations:

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



While  our  study  endeavors  to  shine  a
spotlight  on  the  intriguing  connection
between  the  name  "Storm"  and
Democratic  votes  in  Louisiana,  we
acknowledge  certain  limitations.  The
generalizability  of  our  findings  to  other
states  and  electoral  contexts  may  be
subject to the unique political climates of
different  regions.  Additionally,  our
analysis focuses on a specific timeframe,
and  the  evolving  nature  of  political
preferences  may  necessitate  ongoing
research to capture the full scope of the
"Storm"  effect.  *As  with  any  gust  of
academic inquiry, there's always a chance
of  encountering  some  headwinds  along
the way!*

In summary, our methodology comprised
a  blend  of  resolute  data  collection,
innovative analyses, and a commitment to
ethical  research  practices  that  soared
above  the  stormy seas of  nomenclatural
and  political  exploration.  With  our
methods as our compass, we set sail  on
this research odyssey, determined to shed
light  on  the  electrifying  nexus  between
the name "Storm" and Democratic votes
in Louisiana.

RESULTS

     The  results  of  our  investigation
revealed  a  strong  positive  correlation
between the popularity of the first name
"Storm"  and  votes  for  the  Democrat
Presidential candidate in Louisiana during
the  period  from  1976  to  2020.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8890055
suggested  a  robust  relationship,  as  if
political  storms  and  the  name  "Storm"
were dancing in perfect political harmony.
*Perhaps  voters  were  feeling  a  strong
urge to weather the political "Storm"!*

     Furthermore, the r-squared value of
0.7903308  indicated  that  approximately
79.03% of  the variation in votes  for  the
Democrat Presidential candidate could be
explained by the popularity of the name
"Storm." It's as if the name "Storm" had
become a defining feature of the political
landscape, swirling its way into the hearts

of Louisiana voters. *Talk about creating a
political whirlwind!*

     With a p-value of less than 0.01, the
statistical  significance  of  the  correlation
reaffirmed the  influential  role  played  by
the  name  "Storm"  in  shaping  political
preferences in Louisiana. It's almost as if
the name "Storm" had cast  a  spell  over
the  electorate,  drawing  them  in  like
moths to flame. *Looks like naming your
child  "Storm"  might  just  stir  up  some
voting action!*

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

     These  findings  are  graphically
depicted in Figure 1, which illustrates the
unmistakable  relationship  between  the
popularity of the name "Storm" and votes
for the Democrat Presidential candidate.
It's a visual representation that makes it
clear  as  day:  when  "Storm"  is  on  the
ballot, Democrats might just see a surge
of  support.  *If  only  all  political
relationships  were  as  clear-cut  as  this
one!*

DISCUSSION

Our  study  has  elucidated  an  intriguing
association between the popularity of the
name  "Storm"  and  the  proclivity  of
Louisiana  voters  to  lean  towards  the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate.  The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8890055, echoing the findings of Smith
(1998) and Doe (2005),  underscores the
persuasive sway wielded by names in the
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realm of politics. As seemingly whimsical
as  it  may  appear,  the  influence  of
nomenclature  on  electoral  inclinations
stands  as  a  reminder  of  the  deeper
currents  that  underpin  voter  decision-
making  processes.  It's  almost  as  if  the
name "Storm" packed a punch, sweeping
voters  off  their  feet  and  into  the
Democratic  camp!  *Looks like  Louisiana
voters truly embraced the "Storm" surge!
*

Our  results  not  only  align  with  prior
research  but  also  lend  credence  to  the
idea  that  names  possess  an
underappreciated  potency  in  shaping
political  affiliations.  The  statistical
significance of our findings, with a p-value
of  less  than  0.01,  mirrors  the  weighty
significance unravelled by Jones (2012) in
the  context  of  regional  variations,
accentuating  the  resonating  impact  of
names  across  diverse  geographical
backdrops.  It's  as  if  the  name  "Storm"
bore the hallmark of a political tempest,
irresistibly drawing in voters,  come rain
or  shine.  *Who would've  thought  that  a
name could have such a stormy influence
on political landscapes!*

Within the enchanting realm of literature,
it becomes evident that our study treads
in  the  footsteps  of  "Freakonomics"  and
"Blink," offering a revelatory peek into the
intricate  dance  between  nomenclature
and  political  choices.  Just  as  Malcolm
Gladwell  unveils  the  power  of  snap
judgments  and  priming  effects,  our
findings reveal a name's unfurling impact
on  political  proclivities.  Perhaps  voters
indeed  blinked  and  found  themselves
subconsciously  swayed  by  the  name
"Storm"!  *Oh,  the  sheer  power  of  puny
priming effects!*

The  visual  depiction  of  our  findings  in
Figure 1 not only serves as a compelling
testament to the salience of the "Storm"
effect  but  also  beckons  further  inquiry
into  the  underlying  mechanisms  and
contextual  intricacies  shaping  this
phenomenon. It's akin to uncovering the
electrifying  currents  that  surge  beneath
the tranquil surface, offering a tantalizing

glimpse  into  the  stormy  maelstrom  of
political  nomenclature.  *Who  knew  that
stormy  weather  could  be  so  politically
illuminating!*

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  not  just
weathered the metaphorical "Storm" but
also provided a fresh gust of insight into
the interplay between names and political
predilections.  As  we set  sail  from these
findings, let us remain ever-cognizant of
the hidden tempests and tranquil breezes
that beset the seas of political discourse,
for  just  as  with  a  storm,  there's  much
more than meets the eye. *Looks like with
names, as with storms, it's best to expect
the unexpected!*

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has
illuminated a striking connection between
the popularity of the first  name "Storm"
and votes for  the  Democrat  Presidential
candidate  in  Louisiana.  The  statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8890055  and  the  r-squared  value  of
0.7903308  underscore  the  profound
impact  of  this  meteorologically-themed
name  on  political  preferences.  It  seems
that in the Bayou State, the name "Storm"
doesn't  just  bring  heavy  rain;  it  also
brings  in  some  heavy  votes  for  the
Democrats!  *I  guess  you could  say  that
name is making quite the political splash!
*

These  findings  offer  a  refreshing
perspective  on  the  complex  interplay
between  personal  nomenclature  and
political  inclinations,  sparking  intriguing
questions about the potential influence of
other weather-related names. Now, we're
not  suggesting  that  naming  your  child
"Blizzard" or "Tornado" will predict their
political  affiliation,  but  hey,  you  never
know!  *Who  knew  a  little  breeze  or
snowfall could sway a voting decision?*

In  light  of  these  results,  it  is  becoming
increasingly clear that names, much like
the weather, can have a significant impact
on the political atmosphere. *So next time

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



you're at the voting booth, remember: it's
not just the candidates who make waves,
but  also  the  names!*  However,  it  is
important to acknowledge the limitations
of our study, and we recognize the need
for  additional  research  to  delve  deeper
into  the  mechanisms  underlying  this
curious phenomenon.

With that being said, we believe that this
investigation  has  traversed  unchartered
territory  in  the  realm  of  naming  and
political  behavior,  and  it's  high time we
close  the  chapter  on  "Storm"  and
Democratic votes in Louisiana.  After all,
delving into this topic any further might
just  be  overkill.  *We've  weathered  this
storm  of  research  and  now  it's  time  to
bask in the sunshine of our findings!*
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