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Between the Popularity of the 'Distracted Boyfriend' Meme and the
Number of Office Clerks in Kentucky
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This paper examines the relationship between the cultural phenomenon of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the employment landscape of office clerks in
the state of Kentucky. We utilized data from Google Trends to measure the popularity of the meme, and Bureau of Labor Statistics data to assess the number
of office clerks in the state. Through rigorous statistical analysis, we discovered a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9665885, with p < 0.01, from
the years 2006 to 2022. Our findings suggest an intriguing association between the meme's viral spread and the employment patterns among office clerks.
The implications of this correlation, while certainly eyebrow-raising, warrant further investigation and consideration in the context of digital culture and

labor market trends.

The emergence of internet memes and their impact on
various aspects of society has become a subject of increasing
interest and inquiry in recent years. From Grumpy Cat to the
"This is Fine" dog, memes have made their way into popular
culture and have even infiltrated the academic world, beckoning
researchers to explore their peculiar influence. The 'distracted
boyfriend' meme, in particular, has garnered significant attention
since its inception. The imagery of a man ogling another woman
while his significant other looks on disapprovingly has
captivated the online community, spawning countless variations
and parodies. This meme has permeated social media, indicating
a potential cultural shift that cannot be ignored, even in the
hallowed halls of statistical analysis.

Meanwhile, the realm of employment, particularly in the
administrative sector, has its own set of nuances and
peculiarities, much like a meme with several layers of meaning.
Office clerks, with their steadfast dedication to paperwork and
unwavering commitment to the plastic plant in the corner of the
office, are often overlooked in discussions of labor market
dynamics. The state of Kentucky, known for its bourbon and
bluegrass, also boasts a substantial population of office clerks,
quietly managing the administrative duties that keep the cogs of
the state's economy turning. The question arises: could there be
a connection between the viral spread of the 'distracted
boyfriend' meme and the employment trends of office clerks in
the Bluegrass State? Against the backdrop of the meme's
meteoric rise to stardom, this correlation may seem as
unexpected as finding a stapler in the break room suddenly
becoming a viral sensation.

Stay tuned for the following sections, where we delve into the
intricate dance between internet culture and labor statistics, and
uncover the tantalizing relationship between the 'distracted

boyfriend' meme and the diligent office clerks of Kentucky.
With a smirk and a raised eyebrow, we invite you to join us on
this statistical escapade.

Review of existing research

A comprehensive review of the literature pertaining to the
interplay between viral internet phenomena and employment
demographics yields a wealth of intriguing findings and
unexpected connections. While the initial pursuit led the
researchers to scholarly works by esteemed authors such as
Smith, Doe, and Jones, the subsequent exploration took a
hilariously unexpected turn akin to stumbling upon a meme in a
corporate email thread.

In "The Impact of Digital Culture on Labor Market Trends,"
Smith et al. scrutinize the influence of online content on the
patterns of occupational engagement. Their astute observations
laid the groundwork for contemplating the potential influence of
internet memes on the professional landscape, serving as a
serious starting point before the subsequent literature led us to
more lighthearted territories.

Furthermore, the insightful inquiries of Doe in "Navigating
the Digital Age: Social Media and Employment Dynamics"
showrcase a thoughtful consideration of the ways in which online
phenomena intersect with the labor force. Their rigorous
analysis sets the stage for our investigation into the influence of
a particularly captivating meme on the employment
demographics of office clerks in Kentucky, illuminating a path
that leads us through the unexpected corridors of internet culture
and statistical inquiry.
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As we delve further into this subject, we cannot overlook the
relevance of real-world accounts of administrative work and
internet culture. Books such as "The Office: A Day at Dunder
Mifflin" by Owen Ellickson and "Memes and the Modern
Workplace" by Rebecca Brenner provide an engaging insight
into the office environment and the cultural forces that permeate
it, offering a literary backdrop that further underscores the
intersection of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the realm of
office clerks.

In the realm of fictional works, the satirical novel "Office
Space" by Ron Livingston and the whimsical "Confessions of a
Shopaholic" by Sophie Kinsella offer a comical yet astute
portrayal of office dynamics and the idiosyncrasies of workplace
culture, adding a touch of levity to our exploration of the
connection between internet memes and the administrative
workforce.

Additionally, our research was complemented by an
extensive foray into relevant television programming, with
investigations into shows such as "The Office,” "Parks and
Recreation,” and "Brooklyn Nine-Nine" providing firsthand
exposure to the quirks and mishaps of office life, serving as a
captivating backdrop for our statistical journey.

Through the interplay of serious academic inquiry and a
subtle nod to the whimsical nature of internet culture, our
literature review sets the stage for a compelling exploration of
the correlation between the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the
steadfast office clerks of Kentucky.

Procedure

To investigate the correlation between the popularity of the
'distracted boyfriend' meme and the number of office clerks in
Kentucky, a robust and, dare I say, dapper methodology was
employed. The data collection process, much like a well-tailored
suit, had to be meticulously crafted to ensure the most accurate
and reliable results. We scoured the vast expanse of the internet,
sifting through the digital haystack to find the proverbial meme
needle. Our primary source of meme data was Google Trends, a
veritable treasure trove of search interest that provided insight
into the ebb and flow of 'distracted boyfriend' meme popularity
from 2006 to 2022. As we delved into this sea of data, we found
ourselves navigating through the choppy waters of internet
culture, occasionally encountering peculiar memes that seemed
to have sprouted from the depths of collective online
consciousness. Alas, we remained undistracted and kept our eyes
firmly fixed on the 'distracted boyfriend' meme — a task not for
the faint of heart, mind you.

Concurrently, to track the employment trends of office clerks
in the state of Kentucky, we turned to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, a venerable institution akin to a stalwart lighthouse
guiding us through the tumultuous seas of economic data. Our
analysis covered the period from 2006 to 2022, allowing us to
capture the undulating waves of employment figures and discern
any discernible patterns that may have emerged in parallel with
the meteoric rise of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme. The
marriage of these two distinct sources — one representing the
whimsical world of internet culture, the other embodying the

steadfast domain of labor statistics — was akin to a match made
in statistical heaven.

Statistical analysis, akin to a grand orchestral performance,
required the harmonious interplay of various quantitative
techniques to uncover the potential correlation between the
meme's online prevalence and the employment landscape of
office clerks in the Bluegrass State. Engaging in a waltz of
mathematical prowess, we employed cross-correlation analysis,
a technique designed to illuminate any synchronous movements
between the two datasets. This method allowed us to scrutinize
the temporal relationship between the meme's surges in
popularity and potential fluctuations in the number of office
clerks in Kentucky. Furthermore, we utilized robust linear
regression models, akin to tuning the strings of a statistical
violin, to discern the nature and strength of the correlation,
should one be detected.

Our analytical journey was not without its challenges,
however. While we approached the task with the utmost
seriousness, we couldn't help but marvel at the serendipitous
entanglement of memes and employment data. The
unpredictable nature of internet culture and the staid realm of
labor statistics converged in a manner that evoked both scholarly
intrigue and lighthearted amusement. In the great tradition of
statistical exploration, we boldly ventured forth into this
uncharted territory, armed with a steadfast commitment to
uncovering the elusive connection between the ‘'distracted
boyfriend' meme and the diligent office clerks who quietly
navigate the administrative seas of Kentucky.

Stay tuned for the following sections, where we unveil the
fascinating revelations borne of this statistical odyssey and
invite you to partake in the joyously unexpected findings.

Findings

Our investigation into the correlation between the popularity of
the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the number of office clerks
in Kentucky has yielded some rather intriguing results. After
sifting through copious amounts of internet data, we found a
correlation coefficient of 0.9665885, indicating a remarkably
strong positive relationship between the two variables. This
correlation was further supported by an r-squared of 0.9342934,
suggesting that a substantial proportion of the variability in the
employment of office clerks in Kentucky can be explained by
the rise and fall of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme. In classic
statistical fashion, we also found that the p-value was less than
0.01, providing compelling evidence to reject the null hypothesis
that there is no relationship between the meme's popularity and
the number of office clerks.

To visually represent this striking correlation, we present Figure
1, a scatterplot that showcases the linear association between the
two variables. The scatterplot reveals a trend so pronounced that
one might say it stands out as conspicuously as a fluorescent
highlighter on a Post-it note.

The implications of these findings are, to put it mildly, eyebrow-
raising. The correlation between the 'distracted boyfriend'
meme's virality and the employment of office clerks in
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Kentucky raises questions that are as thought-provoking as they
are unconventional. It seems that even in the depths of statistical
analysis, internet memes have a way of unexpectedly catching
us off guard, much like stumbling upon a whoopee cushion at an
economics conference. Although the profound implications of
these results are as tantalizing as a freshly baked batch of
statistical significance, it is imperative to approach them with
cautious curiosity and a healthy dose of skepticism. Further
research is warranted to dive deeper into the underlying
mechanisms driving this correlation and to determine the
broader implications for both digital culture and the labor
market in Kentucky.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Discussion

The findings of our study reveal a connection between the
popularity of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the number of
office clerks in Kentucky that is as intriguing as discovering a
stapler mysteriously disappearing from a desk. Our results align
with the existing literature, showcasing a rather unexpected
correlation that is bound to create as much excitement as finding
a well-timed meme in a PowerPoint presentation.

As outlined in the literature review, esteemed authors such as
Smith, Doe, and Jones laid the groundwork for our investigation,
prompting us to delve into the whimsical realms of internet
culture and statistical inquiry that are as captivating as
discovering a joke hidden in a spreadsheet. The serious work of
Smith et al. on the impact of digital culture on labor market
trends offered a sobering starting point for our exploration,
while subsequent inquiries led us through the unexpected
corridors of internet culture and statistical inquiry, much like
stumbling upon a meme in a solemn academic journal.

Our findings, represented by a correlation coefficient of
0.9665885, provide substantial support for the presence of a
striking association between the meme's viral spread and the
employment patterns among office clerks in Kentucky,
suggesting a connection as clear as a pie chart on a business
report. This correlation, combined with an r-squared of
0.9342934, indicates that a substantial proportion of the
variability in the employment of office clerks can be statistically
explained by the fluctuations in the meme's popularity — a

connection as undeniable as a co-worker's loud phone
conversation.

The p-value of less than 0.01 further bolsters the evidence
supporting this correlation, leaving little room to rebut the
profound influence of the meme on the employment landscape.
Our results highlight the undeniable power of internet memes in
shaping real-world phenomena, offering a perspective as
refreshing as a humorous email amidst a sea of professional
correspondence.

In a manner that reflects the unexpected twists and turns of
internet culture, our findings remind us that statistical inquiry
can be as unpredictable as a sudden office prank. The
relationship between the 'distracted boyfriend meme and the
steadfast office clerks of Kentucky hints at a connection that is
as enigmatic as the intangible concept of 'inbox zero'. While our
results may leave one with raised eyebrows, it is imperative to
treat them with the same cautious curiosity as one would apply
when opening an unidentified email attachment.

These eyebrow-raising correlations prompt further investigation
into the underlying mechanisms that drive the interplay between
internet memes and the labor market, expanding our
understanding of digital culture and its influence on employment
dynamics. The implications of our findings provoke a sense of
wonder as profound as realizing a spreadsheet formula actually
works, challenging us to embrace the unexpected and approach
the study of digital culture and labor market trends with an open
mind and a willingness to explore the uncharted territories of
statistical inquiry and internet culture.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the correlation between the
popularity of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the number of
office clerks in Kentucky has unveiled a relationship as strong as
a double shot of espresso. The striking correlation coefficient of
0.9665885, with a p-value less than 0.01, suggests a connection
more compelling than a paper jam in the copier. These findings,
much like an unexpected prank in the office, underscore the
need to consider the influence of internet culture on labor market
dynamics.

While the implications of this correlation are as intriguing as
finding a unicorn in a spreadsheet, it is essential to approach
them with the critical scrutiny one would give to an expense
report. The meme's viral spread and its uncanny alignment with
the employment patterns of office clerks in Kentucky raise
questions as captivating as a magician's act at a statistics
convention. However, continuing research should tread
carefully, like a tightrope walker in a circus, to unravel the
mechanisms underpinning this unexpected relationship.

In the grand scheme of statistical phenomena, the link between
the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the state's office clerks
certainly stands out as conspicuously as a neon sticky note.
However, for the time being, we assert that no further research is
needed in this area. After all, sometimes a statistical correlation
is as simple and straightforward as a perfectly organized filing
cabinet.
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