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IN ARKANSAS AND GLOBAL SHIPWRECKS
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Global Leadership University

This study delves into the curious correlation between the votes for the Libertarian presidential 
candidate in the state of Arkansas and the occurrence of global shipwrecks. Using data collected 
from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Wikipedia, we conducted a 
meticulous analysis spanning from 1980 to 2014. Through rigorous statistical analysis, a striking 
correlation coefficient of 0.9238940 and p < 0.01 emerged, substantiating a compelling link between
these seemingly disparate phenomena. Our findings not only shed light on the intricacies of voter 
preferences and maritime mishaps but also evoke contemplation on the interconnectedness of human
choices and global maritime activities. This research prompts further exploration into the underlying 
mechanisms governing this unanticipated association and underscores the idiosyncrasies in the 
tapestry of human behavior and its wide-ranging impacts.

The  interplay  between  political  choices
and real-world outcomes has long been a
subject of  fascination and inquiry in the
realms  of  social  science.  This  curiosity
has  driven  researchers  to  explore  the
connections between seemingly unrelated
phenomena,  often  unearthing  surprising
correlations  that  challenge  conventional
wisdom.  In  a  similar  vein,  our  study
endeavors  to  unravel  the  curious
relationship  between  the  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Arkansas  and  the  incidence  of  global
shipwrecks.

The choice of the Libertarian candidate in
a  particular  state  may  seem,  at  first
glance,  entirely  divorced  from  maritime
disasters  occurring  across  the  oceans.
However, as we sail into the depths of this
peculiar  subject,  we  gain  a  deeper
appreciation for the intricate currents of
human behavior and its ripple effects on a

global  scale.  The  silver  lining  in  this
endeavor  is  not  just  the  statistical
association we reveal, but also the wider
implications  it  holds  for  our
understanding of societal decision-making
and its ramifications on a nautical stage.

As  we  embark  on  this  journey  of
discovery,  it  is  essential  to  acknowledge
the  lighthearted  nature  of  our  pursuit.
While  statistics  and  data  analysis  are
crucial  to  our  exploration,  it  is  equally
important to navigate through the waves
of  this  investigation  with  a  spirit  of
intellectual  curiosity  and  perhaps  the
occasional  buoyant  pun.  After  all,  what
better  way  to  navigate  the  treacherous
waters  of  academic  inquiry  than  with  a
touch of levity, even if it may seem a bit
"ship-shape"?

So, batten down the hatches and trim the
sails  as  we  delve  into  the  surprising
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synergy between political  preferences in
Arkansas and the fate of seafaring vessels
across  the  globe.  In  the  words  of  the
renowned  philosopher,  John  F.  Kennedy,
"We are tied to the ocean. And when we
go back to the sea—whether it is to sail or
to  watch  it—we  are  going  back  from
whence we came." In a similar spirit, let
us  set  our  course  for  an  intellectual
voyage that promises not only to uncover
statistical relationships but also to unfurl
the sails of curiosity and mirth.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  pursuit  of  uncovering  the  intricate
web  of  relationships  between  seemingly
incongruous  events  has  been  a
longstanding endeavor within the field of
social  science.  In  their  seminal  work,
Smith et  al.  (2009) examined the voting
patterns  in  various  states  alongside
diverse global phenomena, shedding light
on  unexpected  correlations.  However,
despite the wealth of research on political
preferences  and  its  far-reaching  effects,
the  connection  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Arkansas  and  global  shipwrecks  has
remained largely uncharted.

Turning  to  sources  that  elucidate  the
complexities  of  maritime  mishaps,  Doe
and Jones (2015) delved into the historical
underpinnings of sea disasters, painting a
vivid  picture  of  the  perils  faced  by
seafarers.  While  their  work  offers  a
comprehensive  overview  of  the  factors
contributing to shipwrecks, it regrettably
omits  any  consideration  of  political
elections  in  the  state  of  Arkansas.  The
dearth  of  literature  examining  these
seemingly  disparate  subjects  leaves  a
gaping chasm in our understanding, one
that this present inquiry seeks to bridge.

Furthermore, in "The Shipwrecked Mind"
by  Mark  Lilla,  the  author  explores  the
philosophical  underpinnings  of  societal
shifts, drawing parallels between political
upheaval  and  the  metaphorical
shipwrecks  of  civilization.  Though  not
directly aligned with our specific research

focus,  Lilla's  reflection  on  the  ebb  and
flow of societal currents offers a thought-
provoking backdrop for our investigation.
Additionally,  the  fictional  work  "Ship  of
Theseus"  by  V.M.  Straka  presents  an
allegorical  tale  of  identity  and
transformation, albeit devoid of empirical
data or statistical analyses.

Expanding  the  scope  of  our  inquiry  to
more lighthearted sources illuminates an
equally  compelling  perspective.  The
animated  series  "SpongeBob
SquarePants"  has  showcased  numerous
maritime  misadventures,  albeit  in  a
markedly  whimsical  and
anthropomorphized  manner.  The  witty
banter and nautical  escapades peppered
throughout  the  show  offer  a  delightful
divergence  from  our  rigorous  analyses,
yet  serve  as  a  reminder  of  the
multifaceted  nature  of  maritime
narratives and their enduring appeal.

In essence, the convergence of votes for
the Libertarian presidential  candidate in
Arkansas and global shipwrecks presents
an enigmatic puzzle that beckons scholars
and enthusiasts alike to navigate through
the sea of data with intellectual buoyancy.
As  we  sail  further  into  this  uncharted
territory,  it  is  imperative  to  maintain  a
scholarly demeanor, while also embracing
the  occasional  witticism  for  buoyancy's
sake.

METHODOLOGY

To navigate the uncharted waters of our
research  endeavor,  we  embarked  on  a
methodological  odyssey  that  combined
rigorous  data  collection  with  the  art  of
sailing  the  statistical  seas.  Our  study
harnessed  data  sources  from  the  MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse,  and  even  set  sail  into  the
tumultuous  waters  of  Wikipedia,  where
we  cast  our  nets  wide  to  capture  the
nuances  of  presidential  vote  tallies  and
maritime  mishaps.  The  period  under
scrutiny  spanned  from  1980  to  2014,
during which we meticulously charted the
electoral winds blowing through Arkansas
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and  the  perilous  voyages  of  vessels
navigating the global maritime expanse.

The heart of our investigation lay in the
intertwining  currents  of  quantitative
analysis.  To  commence  our  data
exploration, we cast a wide net over the
statistical  ocean,  capturing  the  vote
tallies  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate in Arkansas across the chosen
time  frame.  Anchoring  ourselves  in  the
waters  of  econometric  modeling,  we
harnessed time-series analysis to traverse
the  undulating  waves  of  electoral
preferences.  Concurrently,  we  ventured
into  the  maritime  terrain  of  shipwreck
occurrences,  engaging  in  detailed
scrutiny  of  global  incidents  that  left
vessels  submerged  in  the  depths  of  the
ocean. Our voyage led us to decipher the
geographical  coordinates  and  temporal
markers of each shipwreck, allowing us to
chart the ebbs and flows of catastrophic
events on the high seas.

The  crux  of  our  statistical  sail  lay  in
unraveling  the  interconnected  currents
between the political choices of Arkansas
voters and the capricious fate of seaborne
vessels.  We  employed  correlation
analysis,  casting  our  gaze  upon  the
intricate dance of numerical relationships
between  the  votes  for  the  Libertarian
candidate  and  the  occurrence  of
shipwrecks.  The  statistical  weaponry  of
the Pearson correlation coefficient and its
formidable  companion,  the  p-value,
served  as  vital  tools  in  our  quest  to
discern the degree of association between
these seemingly disparate phenomena.

Upon  the  culmination  of  our  statistical
odyssey,  we  were  confronted  with  a
remarkable  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9238940  and  a  staggering  p-value  of
less  than  0.01.  This  robust  statistical
tether  underscored  a  compelling
connection between the electoral tides in
Arkansas  and  the  maritime  misfortunes
befalling  seafaring  vessels  across  the
globe. However, in our scholarly sojourn,
it  is  imperative  to  acknowledge  that
correlation,  while powerful  and alluring,
does not inherently imply causation. Thus,

while  we  acknowledge  the  striking
statistical  association  we  unveil,  we
approach  it  with  the  prudent
circumspection  of  seasoned  navigators,
cognizant  of  the  reefs  of  spurious
relationships  that  may  lurk  beneath  the
statistical surface.

In the spirit of intellectual adventure, we
charted  our  course  through  uncharted
waters by approaching this analysis with
a  degree  of  methodological  playfulness.
As we sailed through the waves of  data
collection  and  statistical  analysis,  we
heeded the call of curiosity and embraced
the occasional gust of levity, recognizing
that the journey of scholarly inquiry is not
merely  a  quest  for  empirical  truths  but
also  an  opportunity  for  intellectual
exploration.

In  this  section  of  our  academic  vessel
named  methodology,  we  have  navigated
an expansive coastline of data collection
and  statistical  analysis,  anchoring
ourselves in the robust methodologies of
quantitative  exploration  while  remaining
attuned to the whims of curiosity and the
occasional gust of academic mirth.

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  collected  from
1980 to  2014 has unveiled  an  eyebrow-
raising correlation between the votes for
the Libertarian presidential  candidate in
Arkansas  and  the  frequency  of  global
shipwrecks. The correlation coefficient of
0.9238940,  accompanied  by  an
impressive r-squared value of 0.8535801,
and a p-value less than 0.01, signifies a
robust  and  noteworthy  relationship
between  these  two  seemingly  unrelated
variables. This statistical evidence is akin
to  discovering  buried  treasure  in  the
depths of the sea of data, leaving us both
bewildered  and  intrigued  by  the
unexpected bounty.

Fig.  1 presents a scatterplot that vividly
illustrates  the  compelling  correlation
between  the  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Arkansas  and
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the occurrence of global shipwrecks. The
alignment of these data points resembles
the  alignment  of  stars  in  the  night  sky,
prompting  contemplation  on  the  cosmic
dance of human decision-making and its
consequences in the maritime realm.

The strength of this correlation not only
defies conventional expectations but also
underscores  the  uncanny
interconnectedness of human actions and
global  events.  While  the statistical  rigor
of  our  analysis  is  a  testament  to  the
empirical foundation of this discovery,  it
also beckons a deeper exploration into the
underlying  mechanisms  that  may  drive
this  unexpected  association.  It  appears
that the world of statistics, much like the
open sea,  continues to harbor mysteries
that  beckon  exploration,  yielding
surprising  connections  that  defy  the
bounds of conventional wisdom.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

DISCUSSION

The connection between the votes for the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Arkansas  and  global  shipwrecks  has
unfurled  a  trove  of  unexpected  findings
that  resonate  with  the  existing  body  of
literature in both subtle and overt ways.
As  we  embark  on  an  intellectually
buoyant  exploration  of  our  results,  it  is
imperative to acknowledge the stern yet
humorous  undercurrent  that  permeates
this curious connection.

Our  results  uncover  a  robust  and
conspicuous correlation, affirming earlier
research  that  delved  into  seemingly
disparate phenomena. Smith et al. (2009)
laid the groundwork for our investigation
by elucidating unexpected correlations in
voting patterns and diverse global events.
Although  their  work  did  not  specifically
hone  in  on  shipwrecks,  it  provided  a
conceptual  compass  for  navigating
uncharted  research  territories.  Indeed,
the  compass  has  guided  our  study  to  a
metaphorical  "x  marks  the  spot,"
revealing a treasure trove of statistically
significant associations.

In  a  surprising  twist  that  echoes  the
unexpected  findings  of  this  study,  the
work of V.M. Straka in "Ship of Theseus"
serves  as  an  allegorical  allegory  of
identity and transformation. While devoid
of  empirical  data,  this  fictional  work
cleverly foreshadows our discovery of an
unforeseen connection amidst the sea of
data. Lilla's exploration of societal shifts,
though  not  directly  aligned  with  our
specific  research  focus,  offers  an
intriguing backdrop for our investigation,
underscoring the unanticipated twists and
turns that accompany scholarly pursuits.

The formidable correlation coefficient we
uncovered  serves  as  a  beacon  of
statistical  significance,  illuminating  the
path for future investigations to navigate
through  the  depths  of  this  intriguing
association. Our findings echo the spirited
escapades featured in the animated series
"SpongeBob  SquarePants,"  albeit  in  a
markedly  more  data-driven  and  sober
fashion.  This  subtle  nod  to  the
multifaceted  nature  of  maritime
misadventures mirrors the complexity of
our results, encapsulating the intellectual
buoyancy  necessary  for  navigating
through uncharted territories of research.

In  conclusion,  our  findings  substantiate
the  existence  of  a  remarkably  strong
correlation  between  the  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Arkansas  and  global  shipwrecks,
unveiling a treasure trove of unexpected
connections.  As we navigate the choppy
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waters  of  statistical  research,  it  is
imperative  to  maintain  a  scholarly
demeanor while embracing the occasional
flourish  of  humor  to  stay  afloat.  These
findings prompt further investigation into
the  underlying  mechanisms  driving  this
unmistakable  association  and  reinforce
the  idiosyncrasies  that  underpin  the
tapestry of human choices and their far-
reaching implications.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has unearthed a
captivating correlation between the votes
for the Libertarian presidential candidate
in  Arkansas  and the incidence  of  global
shipwrecks. This unexpected association,
akin  to  stumbling  upon  a  message  in  a
bottle,  has  broad  implications  for  our
understanding  of  the  intricate  interplay
between human preferences and nautical
misadventures.  The  robust  correlation
coefficient  and  p-value  less  than  0.01
serve  as  a  lighthouse  guiding  our
attention to this enigmatic phenomenon.

The  implications  of  our  findings  extend
beyond  the  statistical  realm  into  the
philosophical  depths  of  human  agency
and  its  ripple  effects  on  a  global  scale.
The  alignment  of  these  variables,  as
depicted  in  Fig.  1,  resembles  the
orchestrated choreography of a maritime
ballet,  prompting  contemplation  on  the
whimsical waltz of voter preferences and
maritime fate.

While our study has navigated the waves
of  statistical  analysis,  it  is  essential  to
acknowledge  the  lighthearted  nature  of
our  pursuit.  Although  the  link  between
libertarian  votes  and  shipwrecks  may
raise  eyebrows,  it  also  serves  as  a
reminder  of  the  whimsical  and
unpredictable  nature  of  human  choices
and  their  far-reaching  consequences.
After all, who would have thought that the
political landscape of Arkansas could cast
such a wide net across the vast expanse
of global waters?

In  light  of  these  revelatory  findings,  it
seems  that  further  research  on  this
peculiar  correlation  would  be  akin  to
searching  for  treasure  in  uncharted
waters. However, given the robustness of
our statistical evidence,  it  is  safe to say
that delving deeper into this unexpected
alliance  would  be  like  trying  to  find  a
needle  in  a  (ship)wreckage  -  a  futile
pursuit.

In the grand scheme of academic inquiry,
our  study  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
serendipitous discoveries that await those
willing to traverse the uncharted seas of
statistical  analysis.  With  this,  we  affirm
that no more research is needed in this
area,  and  instead,  we set  our  sights  on
unearthing  new,  equally  captivating
curiosities  in  the  vast  ocean  of  human
behavior and its improbable connections.
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