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Abstract

This study aims to disentangle the enigmatic relationship
between votes for the Libertarian presidential candidate in
the  state  of  Missouri  and  the  occurrences  of  global
shipwrecks. Leveraging data from the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Wikipedia, we
adopted a quantitative approach to scrutinize this curious
association. Surprisingly, our analysis revealed a striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9766440 and p < 0.01 between
these seemingly disparate phenomena from 1980 to 2014,
defying  traditional  expectations.  This  unexpected
correlation prompts the need for further investigation into
the  underlying  mechanisms  that  may  connect  political
preferences  in  the  Show-Me  State  with  maritime
misadventures  worldwide.  Our  findings  underscore  the
importance  of  considering  unconventional  variables  in
political  and  maritime analyses,  challenging  researchers
to  navigate  uncharted  waters  in  the  quest  for  new
knowledge.

1. Introduction

The  relationship  between  political  events  and
seemingly unrelated phenomena has long piqued the
curiosity  of  researchers  and  pundits  alike.  In  this
study,  we  delve  into  the  uncharted  waters  of  the
connection  between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Missouri  and  the
occurrence of global shipwrecks. At first glance, one
might  be inclined to  dismiss  such a correlation as
mere  happenstance  or  the  result  of  quirky  data
anomalies. However, as we set sail on this analytical
voyage, we uncover a surprisingly robust association
that demands our attention.

As  researchers,  we  are  accustomed  to  navigating
through  complex  data  and  traversing  uncharted
territories of inquiry. However, the convergence of
political  voting  patterns  and  maritime  mishaps
presents a particularly intriguing puzzle. The state of
Missouri,  often  characterized  as  a  bellwether  in
American  politics,  and  the  prevalence  of  global
shipwrecks may seem as distant as two ships passing
in the night. Nevertheless, our preliminary analysis,
which spans the years 1980 to 2014, has unearthed a
correlation coefficient  of  0.9766440 and p < 0.01.
This  statistically  significant  relationship  between
these  seemingly  incongruous  variables  challenges
our  conventional  understanding and beckons us  to
explore the underlying mechanisms at play.

While the temptation to dismiss this connection as a
mere  curiosity  lingers,  the  robustness  of  the
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correlation  urges  us  to  delve  deeper.  Thus,  we
embark  on  a  systematic  examination  of  the
intertwined narratives of political inclinations in the
Show-Me State and maritime misfortunes across the
globe.  As  we  set  our  compass  to  navigate  this
peculiar terrain of inquiry, we invite fellow scholars
to join us in this exploration of the interplay between
seemingly  disparate  phenomena.  The  unexpected
convergence  of  these  domains  prompts  us  to
embrace a spirit of intellectual adventure, leaving no
stone unturned in our quest to unravel this enigmatic
nexus.

2. Literature Review

Several seminal studies have elucidated the intricate
connections  between  political  phenomena  and
seemingly  unrelated  events.  Smith  et  al.  (2007)
found compelling evidence of the influence of state-
level political preferences on weather patterns in the
Midwest, while Doe and Jones (2015) uncovered a
curious  correlation  between  town  council  election
results  and  the  prevalence  of  frog  sightings  in
suburban ponds. However, the field of research on
the  relationship  between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Missouri  and  global
shipwrecks  remains  conspicuously  sparse,
prompting the need for further exploration.

In "Shipwrecks and Their Impact on Global Trade"
by  maritime  historian  Lorem  Ipsum  (2010),  the
author  offers  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  the
economic  implications  of  maritime  disasters  on
international  trade  networks,  yet  regrettably
overlooks the potential influence of political voting
patterns on such occurrences. Conversely, "Political
Landscapes:  An  Examination  of  Electoral
Dynamics"  by  political  scientist  Sit  Amet  (2013)
provides keen insights into the electoral landscape of
Missouri, but omits any consideration of its potential
impact on global maritime incidents.

Turning  to  more  fictional  accounts,  the  novel
"Castaway  Confessions"  by  Arthur  Adventure
(2002)  romantically  portrays  the  trials  and
tribulations of a shipwreck survivor marooned on a
deserted  island,  yet  regrettably  disregards  any
potential correlation with the electoral preferences of
Missourians. In a similar vein, "Sea Tea" by Marina
Mariner  (2018)  uses  the  backdrop  of  a  maritime

mystery  to  unravel  the  complexities  of  human
relationships,  but  fails  to  delve  into  the  political
undercurrents  that  may  influence  such  nautical
narratives.

Furthermore,  childhood  cartoons  and  television
shows have relayed narratives that may shed light on
the interplay between political  voting patterns  and
maritime  misadventures.  The  episodes  of
"SpongeBob  SquarePants"  in  which  the  characters
navigate high-seas  escapades and interact  with the
denizens  of  Bikini  Bottom  subtly  hint  at  the
potential influence of political leanings on maritime
exploits.  Similarly,  "Dora  the  Explorer"  episodes
featuring  expeditions  across  various  terrains  may
offer implicit insights into the connections between
political landscapes and maritime navigation, albeit
in  a  whimsical  cartoon  setting.  These  cultural
productions,  though  ostensibly  light-hearted,  may
hold valuable  clues to the nexus between political
preferences  and  global  shipwrecks,  warranting
further scholarly attention.

3. Methodology

In  order  to  probe  the  mysterious  relationship
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate  in  Missouri  and  global  shipwrecks,  our
research  team  embarked  on  a  convoluted  journey
through the annals of data collection and analysis.
Leveraging  data  from the  MIT Election  Data  and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Wikipedia, we
sought to untangle the enigmatic correlation that had
piqued our curiosity.

Firstly,  we  delved  into  the  depths  of  the  MIT
Election Data and Science Lab,  extracting data on
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Missouri  for the years 1980 to 2014.  With an eye
toward  methodological  rigor,  we  ensured  that  the
data were carefully cleansed of any potential biases
or  stray  outliers,  which  might  have  capsized  our
analytical ship.

Next,  we  charted  a  course  through  the  expansive
waters of the Harvard Dataverse, where we sought
information on global  shipwrecks during the same
period.  Navigating  through  the  sea  of  historical
records and maritime mishaps, we cast our net wide,
encompassing  data  from  diverse  geographical

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



regions  to  capture  a  comprehensive  view  of
shipwrecks around the globe.  Of course,  we made
sure to meticulously validate and cross-reference the
data to avoid any potential data leaks or unforeseen
navigational hazards.

In  the  spirit  of  scholarly  thoroughness,  we  also
utilized supplementary data  from the repository of
human knowledge -  Wikipedia.  While some might
view  this  as  an  unorthodox  source,  we  deftly
navigated  the  turbulent  waters  of  Wikipedia's  vast
expanse,  anchoring  our  findings  in  a  robust
framework of citation and verification.

With  the  datasets  securely  hoisted  aboard  our
analytical  vessel,  we  embarked on  the  treacherous
journey  of  statistical  analysis.  Employing
sophisticated  quantitative  techniques,  we  reckoned
with  the  veritable  tempest  of  numbers,  navigating
through  regression  analyses  and  correlation
coefficients  to  unveil  the  surprising  relationship
between political  votes  in  the  Show-Me State  and
maritime misfortunes across the globe. 

While our approach may have seemed whimsical at
times, akin to a whimsical sailor chasing the elusive
horizon,  we are  confident  that  our  methodological
odyssey  provides  a  robust  foundation  for  the
exploration of this unconventional nexus.

4. Results

Upon  conducting  our  analysis,  we  are  pleased  to
report  the  emergence  of  a  remarkably  strong
correlation  between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential candidate in Missouri and the frequency
of global shipwrecks. The correlation coefficient of
0.9766440  and  an  r-squared  value  of  0.9538335
suggest  an  undeniable  relationship  between  these
seemingly unconnected variables from 1980 to 2014.

The  statistical  significance,  with  a  p-value  of  less
than 0.01, further underscores the robustness of this
unexpected association. It seems that the tidal waves
of political preferences in the Show-Me State have
indeed  made  a  splash  on  the  global  maritime
landscape.

Furthermore, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts
this  connection,  showcasing the tight  clustering of
data points and providing a compelling illustration

of this surprising correlation. It's almost as if these
two variables are sailing in the same boat, navigating
the choppy waters of statistical analysis together.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In light of these findings, it appears that the political
winds  blowing  through  Missouri  may  hold  some
sway  over  the  ebb  and  flow  of  maritime  history
across  the  globe.  This  unforeseen  connection
prompts  a  reevaluation  of  traditional  assumptions
and  beckons  us  to  consider  the  myriad  ways  in
which  seemingly  disparate  events  may  be
inexplicably linked.

These results  not  only challenge our  preconceived
notions  but  also  highlight  the  need  for
interdisciplinary  exploration,  encouraging
researchers  to  broaden the scope of  their  inquiries
and  chart  new  courses  of  investigation.  This
unexpected correlation indeed invites us to navigate
uncharted  waters  in  our  quest  for  knowledge  and
reinforces  the  adage  that  "where  there's  a  Will,
there's a wave."

5. Discussion

The  robust  correlation  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in  Missouri  and
the  occurrence  of  global  shipwrecks  has  yielded
unexpectedly buoyant results. Our findings not only
corroborate prior literature's  insights,  but they also
underscore  the  interconnectedness  of  seemingly
unrelated phenomena.

The link between political  preferences in Missouri
and maritime mishaps across the  globe may,  upon
initial  consideration,  appear  as  implausible  as  a
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round peg in  a sea of square holes.  However,  our
study's results uphold the unanticipated connections
drawn  by  Smith  et  al.  in  their  examination  of
weather  patterns  in  the  Midwest,  echoing  the
sentiment that "where there's a Will, there's a wave."

Moreover,  while  the  literature  review  may  have
playfully  suggested  the  potential  influence  of
childhood  cartoons  on  our  understanding  of  this
relationship, our findings validate the importance of
exploring  unconventional  variables  in  scholarly
pursuits.  Indeed,  it's  as  though  the  characters  of
"SpongeBob SquarePants" and "Dora the Explorer"
were pointing us in the direction of this intriguing
nexus  all  along,  navigating  the  choppy  waters  of
scientific inquiry with unsuspecting grace.

The  statistical  robustness  of  the  correlation
coefficient,  combined with the visually compelling
scatterplot,  lend  credence  to  the  notion  that  these
two variables are,  metaphorically speaking,  sailing
in the same boat. The degree of interconnectedness
between  political  landscapes  and  maritime
navigation thereby challenges us to delve deeper into
the  mechanisms  at  play  and  consider  the  ripple
effects of state-level political preferences on global
phenomena.

This  unforeseen  correlation  between  the  politico-
geographical  and  maritime  spheres  beckons  us  to
chart  new courses of investigation,  embodying the
ethos  that  research  endeavors  should  brave
uncharted waters in the pursuit of knowledge. As the
winds  of  serendipity  continue  to  blow,  this
unexpected association encourages us to set sail with
curiosity  as  our  only  compass,  for  in  the
unpredictable terrain of academia, the unlikely often
turns out to be the inevitable.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  remarkable  correlation  between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Missouri and global shipwrecks from 1980 to 2014
challenges conventional wisdom and signals a need
for  further  investigation.  The  unexpectedly  strong
association,  with  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9766440 and p  <  0.01,  underscores  the  need  to
navigate  uncharted  waters  in  the  quest  for
understanding. It appears that the Show-Me State's

political  currents  may indeed have a  global  ripple
effect  on  maritime  mishaps,  creating  a  wave  of
influence that  extends far  beyond its  borders.  The
unusual interplay between these seemingly disparate
phenomena invites scholars to cast off from the safe
harbor  of  traditional  research  and  set  sail  on  a
voyage  of  interdisciplinary  exploration.  While  the
temptation to dismiss this correlation as a mere fluke
may linger like a stubborn barnacle on the hull  of
empirical  inquiry,  the  robustness  of  the  statistical
findings leaves us little room to navigate away from
the perplexing conclusion. Therefore, in the spirit of
academic integrity and perhaps a hint of whimsy, we
assert that further research into this unusual nexus is
not needed. After all, sometimes, in the vast sea of
knowledge, it is okay to let a few mysteries remain
unsolved.
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