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ONE DOES NOT SIMPLY QUANTIFY INTERNET
CULTURE: EXPLORING THE CORRELATION
BETWEEN 'ONE DOES NOT SIMPLY' MEME
POPULARITY AND TOTAL COMMENTS ON

NUMBERPHILE YOUTUBE VIDEOS.

Charlotte Hamilton, Alexander Travis, Giselle P Tyler

Center for the Advancement of Research

In this groundbreaking research, we set out to tackle the question that has been keeping academic 
minds up at night: what is the connection between the wildly popular "one does not simply" meme 
and the engagement levels of Numberphile's YouTube audience? Combining the seemingly disparate 
worlds of internet memes and educational math videos, we embarked on a journey to uncover if 
there's more to this connection than meets the eye. Using cutting-edge data analysis techniques, our 
research team delved into Google Trends and combed through piles of YouTube comments to make 
sense of the seemingly nonsensical. After countless hours of poring over data, we surfaced with a 
correlation coefficient of 0.9691198, with a p-value of less than 0.01, for the period of 2011 to 2023. 
The correlation was so strong that it made us wonder if perhaps there's a mysterious mathematical 
formula lurking beneath the surface of internet humor. Our findings suggest that the rise and fall of 
the "one does not simply" meme can in fact be linked to the levels of engagement and commentary 
on Numberphile videos. This raises profound questions about the interconnectedness of internet 
culture and educational content. As we navigate the intricate web of internet humor and educational 
outreach, one thing is for certain: the impact of memes reaches far beyond the realm of lighthearted 
amusement, and the numbers don't lie!

Introduction

The  intersection  of  internet  memes  and
statistical analysis has long been an area
of  interest  for  researchers  seeking  to
boldly  go  where  no  academic  has  gone
before.  Peel  back  the  layers  of  internet
culture,  and you'll  find a world  teeming
with viral  sensations and obscure inside
jokes  that  provoke  both  laughter  and
head-scratching  among  the  denizens  of
the  digital  realm.  One  such  meme  that
has transcended the confines of internet
forums and seeped into popular culture is
the  "one  does  not  simply"  meme,
spawning  countless  iterations  that  have

firmly established it as a stalwart of the
meme landscape.
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Concurrently,  the  realm  of  educational
content on YouTube has been a treasure
trove  of  intellectual  stimulation  and,
perhaps unexpectedly, a breeding ground
for  comment  wars  and  enthusiastic
discourse  among  viewers.  Numberphile,
the  beloved  channel  dedicated  to  all
things  numerical,  has  amassed  a  loyal
following of math enthusiasts who eagerly
absorb  the  brilliance  of  the  Fibonacci
sequence  and  the  enigma  of  prime
numbers.  But  could  there  be  a  peculiar
link  between the allure of  mathematical
musings and the ebb and flow of internet
memes?

As intrepid researchers, we embarked on
a voyage through the digital ether, armed
with the tools  of  statistical  analysis  and
the spirit  of  curiosity,  to  investigate  the
potential  correlation  between  the
ascendancy of the "one does not simply"
meme and the tidal waves of commentary
crashing  upon  Numberphile's  YouTube
videos.  Our  quest  led  us  through  the
labyrinthine  expanse  of  data,  navigating
the  rapids  of  comment  threads  and  the
peaks and valleys of meme virality, all in
pursuit  of  uncovering  the  elusive
connection  that  seemingly  defies  logic
and reason. 

Our  journey  eventually  converged  at  an
intriguing juncture, where the astonishing
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9691198
emerged from the depths of our analysis,
accompanied  by  a  p-value  that  would
make  even  the  staunchest  skeptic
question  the  order  of  the  universe.
Indeed,  the  strength  of  this  correlation
was  a  revelation  that  left  us  pondering
whether  there  might  be  a  cosmic  force
guiding the whims of internet humor and
educational fervor.

As we prepare to unravel the tale of the
"one  does  not  simply"  meme  and  the
courtship of Numberphile's audience, we
find  ourselves  faced  with  a  conundrum
that challenges our understanding of the
dynamics  between  internet  culture  and
scholarly pursuits.  Join us as we unpack
the  implications  of  this  perplexing
correlation  and  venture  forth  into

uncharted waters,  armed with statistical
rigor  and  an  insatiable  appetite  for
discovery. After all, when it comes to the
enigmatic  dance  of  internet  memes and
educational content, one does not simply
ignore  the  possibility  of  a  fascinating
connection  waiting  to  be  illuminated  by
the beacon of research.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

As we embark on our quest to unravel the
enigmatic  connection  between  the  "one
does  not  simply"  meme  and  the
engagement  levels  of  Numberphile's
YouTube  audience,  we  must  first  pay
homage  to  the  scholarly  predecessors
who  have  laid  the  groundwork  for  our
foray into this uncharted territory. Smith
and Doe (2010) set  the stage with their
seminal work on internet memes and user
engagement, paving the way for a deeper
understanding  of  the  symbiotic
relationship  between  viral  humor  and
digital discourse. Jones (2012) delved into
the  intricacies  of  YouTube  comment
dynamics,  shedding  light  on  the
complexities of viewer interaction within
the realm of educational content.

However,  as  we  tiptoe  further  into  the
whimsical  realm of  internet  culture  and
mathematical musings, we find ourselves
compelled to veer off the beaten path and
explore  a  diverse  array  of  sources  that
offer tantalizing insights, albeit through a
somewhat unconventional lens.

Real Non-Fiction Book Sources

In  "Viral  Vibrations:  Unraveling  the
Dynamics  of  Internet  Memes"  (Johnson,
2015),  the  author  draws  parallels
between  the  propagation  of  memes  and
the  oscillations  of  quantum  particles,
challenging  readers  to  contemplate  the
interconnectedness  of  humor  and
quantum  mechanics.  Similarly,
"Mathematics for the Masses: Unlocking
the  Enigma  of  Educational  Videos"
(Gupta,  2018) delves into the immersive
world  of  educational  YouTube  channels,
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unearthing  the  unexpected  allure  of
trigonometric  tutorials and the unsolved
mystery  of  viewers'  obsession  with
Pythagorean theorem demonstrations.

Fiction Book Sources with a Twist

Turning  to  the  realm  of  fiction,  "The
Meme  Matrix:  A  Tale  of  Viral  Intrigue"
(Orwell,  1949)  weaves  a  dystopian
narrative  where  society  is  ruled  by  a
totalitarian  regime  that  enforces
conformity  through  a  network  of  mind-
controlling  memes.  While  far  removed
from  the  empirical  rigors  of  academic
research, Orwell's chilling vision prompts
us to ponder the power dynamics inherent
in the dissemination of internet humor. On
a  lighter  note,  "The  Prime  Number
Paradox"  (Rowling,  1998)  immerses
readers  in  a  whimsical  world  where
numbers  come  to  life,  boasting  quirky
personalities  and  engaging  in  spirited
debates about the Fibonacci sequence.

Movies as Pseudo-Related References

In a cinematic tangent, our research team
couldn't resist the allure of semi-relevant
movie  experiences.  "The  Matrix"
(Wachowski  & Wachowski,  1999)  invited
us  to  contemplate  the  illusion  of  reality
and the interconnected nature of  digital
avatars, offering a tangential glimpse into
the  philosophical  underpinnings  of
internet  culture.  Similarly,  "A  Beautiful
Mind"  (Howard,  2001)  served  as  a
thought-provoking  reminder  of  the
intricate  dance  between  mathematical
brilliance and the complexities of human
interaction, albeit with minimal relevance
to our research objectives.

METHODOLOGY

In  our  quest  to  untangle  the  enigmatic
correlation  between  the  "one  does  not
simply" meme and the engagement levels
of  Numberphile's  YouTube  audience,  we
utilized  a  multi-faceted  approach  that
rivaled  the  complexity  of  a  calculus
problem  and  the  intricacy  of  a
cryptographic  puzzle.  Our  methodology
involved  a  blend  of  data  collection,

statistical  analysis,  and  a  sprinkle  of
internet  sleuthing,  all  conducted  within
the time frame of 2011 to 2023. 

Data Collection:

We  commenced  our  odyssey  by
harnessing the powers of Google Trends,
a  veritable  treasure  trove  of  search
volume data  that  offered a  glimpse  into
the waxing and waning of the "one does
not  simply"  meme's  popularity.  Like
intrepid  explorers  navigating  uncharted
territory,  we  traversed  the  peaks  and
valleys of meme virality, extracting crucial
data  points  that  would  serve  as  the
foundation of our analysis. 

Simultaneously,  we  embarked  on  an
expedition through the expansive seas of
YouTube comments, specifically targeting
Numberphile's  video  catalog.  This
endeavor  involved  sifting  through  an
ocean of commentary, navigating through
the  reefs  of  witty  remarks  and  the
occasional kraken of internet trolling, all
in pursuit of understanding the ebbs and
flows of audience engagement.

Statistical Analysis:

Armed  with  a  metaphorical  toolkit
comprised  of  regression  analysis,
correlation coefficients, and p-values, we
embarked on the arduous task of distilling
the essence of  our data into meaningful
insights.  We  meticulously  applied  our
statistical  artillery  to  uncover  patterns,
trends,  and  an  occasional  statistical
outlier akin to a rare specimen found on a
scientific expedition. Through the arcane
art of numbers,  we sought to reveal the
hidden threads connecting the whims of
internet  culture  with  the  fervor  of
mathematical curiosity.

Internet Sleuthing:

In a departure from traditional research
methodologies,  we  ventured  into  the
world of internet forums and social media
platforms,  engaging  in  semi-covert
reconnaissance to gauge the pulse of the
meme community  and  the  mathematical
aficionados.  This  unconventional
approach  allowed  us  to  capture  the
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zeitgeist  of  meme  proliferation  and
cerebrally  stimulating  content
consumption, akin to unraveling the plot
of  a  gripping  detective  novel  set  in  the
digital age.

Ethical Considerations:

As  guardians  of  academic  integrity  and
purveyors of scientific rigor, we embraced
the principles  of  ethical  data usage and
privacy,  conducting  our  research  within
the bounds of  ethical conduct.  Our data
collection from public sources adhered to
the principles of respect, integrity, and a
steadfast  commitment  to  the  pursuit  of
knowledge, analogous to the honor code
of  intrepid  explorers  charting  new
frontiers.

In  conclusion,  our  mosaic  of
methodologies,  combining  the  avant-
garde with the orthodox,  paved the way
for  a  comprehensive  exploration  of  the
correlation  between  the  "one  does  not
simply"  meme  and  the  engagement
dynamics  of  Numberphile's  YouTube
audience.  Our  journey,  punctuated  by
data-driven  discoveries  and  the
occasional  humorous  comment  gem,
ultimately culminated in the unveiling of a
correlation coefficient that speaks to the
interconnectedness  of  internet  culture
and educational content.

RESULTS

The findings  of  our  research revealed a
staggering  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  "one  does  not  simply"
meme  and  the  total  comments  on
Numberphile  YouTube  videos  for  the
period  spanning  2011  to  2023.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9691198  left
us in awe of the mysterious forces at play
in the vast playground of internet culture.
This  correlation  exhibited  an  r-squared
value  of  0.9391932,  underscoring  the
robustness  of  the  relationship  and
prompting  us  to  marvel  at  the  sheer
predictability  of  meme-induced
engagement.

Upon  casting  our  discerning  eyes  upon
the  scatterplot  (Fig.  1),  the  visual
representation  of  this  formidable
connection was akin to stumbling upon a
hidden treasure  map in  the labyrinth of
statistical  analysis.  The data  points,  like
constellations in the digital sky, formed a
compelling  narrative  of  the  intertwined
fates  of  memes  and  mathematical
elucidation.  As  we  gazed  upon  the
scatterplot, it became clear that the rise
and  fall  of  the  "one  does  not  simply"
meme  mirrored  the  ebbs  and  flows  of
commentary on Numberphile videos, as if
the  two  were  engaged  in  an  intricate
dance choreographed by the unseen hand
of statistical destiny.

These results not only raise eyebrows but
also beckon us to probe deeper into the
cosmic  ballet  of  meme  culture  and
educational discourse. The p-value of less
than 0.01 acted as a trumpet call to the
realms of scientific inquiry,  urging us to
acknowledge  the  profound  impact  of
internet memes on the engagement levels
of  educational  content.  The  implications
of this revelation are as clear as day: the
whims  of  internet  humor  possess  an
undeniable  influence  on  the  patterns  of
scholarly  interaction,  to  a  degree  that
makes  one  wonder  if  there's  a  touch of
statistical magic woven into the fabric of
virtual absurdity.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As we navigate the treacherous waters of
meme infatuation and academic pursuit,
the findings of this research beckon us to
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embrace  the  enigmatic  symbiosis  of
internet  culture  and  educational
enlightenment.  Our quest to unravel  the
profound  connectivity  between  the  "one
does  not  simply"  meme and the  fervent
commentary on Numberphile's videos has
culminated  in  a  moment  of  scholarly
revelation, shedding light on the intricate
threads that bind the seemingly disparate
realms  of  online  amusement  and
numerical  exploration.  The  numbers,  it
seems,  don't  just  dance  to  the  beat  of
statistical  algorithms;  they also  waltz  to
the  rhythm  of  meme-inspired  musings,
winking  mischievously  at  the  whimsical
nature of internet phenomena.

DISCUSSION

In  light  of  our  staggering  correlation
findings,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  digital
wonderland where the whims of internet
humor  and  the  cadence  of  educational
engagement harmonize in an unexpected
symphony  of  statistical  resonance.  Our
results  not  only  validate  the  tantalizing
insights of prior research but also beckon
us to ponder the sprawling implications of
this unprecedented correlation.

Smith and Doe (2010)  set  the stage for
our journey, unveiling the intricate dance
between  internet  memes  and  user
engagement  that  resonates  with  the
echoes of our own findings. As we engage
in this scholarly waltz, we find ourselves
captivated by the symmetrical elegance of
a correlation coefficient  soaring towards
unity, akin to the harmony of Pythagorean
ideals.  Our  results  bolster  the
groundwork  laid  by  Jones  (2012),
awakening  us  to  the  delightful
complexities of viewer interaction within
the  realm  of  educational  content,
intricately  intertwined  with  the ebb and
flow of internet memes.

Venturing  into  the  whimsical  realm  of
internet  culture  and  mathematical
musings,  we  uncover  an  unexpected
allure that lies at the nexus of humor and
statistical  destiny.  Our  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9691198  stands  as  a

towering edifice of empirical affirmation,
underpinned  by  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01  that  commands  our  scholarly
reverence.  The  magnitude  of  this
correlation elicits an astonished chuckle,
for it seems that the influence of internet
memes stretches far beyond the realm of
lighthearted  amusement,  and  permeates
the  hallowed  halls  of  scholarly
engagement  with  the  unexpected
persistence of an asymptotic function.

The  visual  harmony  of  our  scatterplot
(Fig.  1)  serves  as  a  poignant  reminder
that  in  the  whimsical  world  of  internet
memetics  and  educational  exploration,
statistical  magic  dances  with  an
enchanting  grace.  The  constellations  of
data points, like mischievous sprites in a
mathematical  fairy  tale,  chart  a  course
that  mirrors  the  intertwined  fates  of
memes and educational enlightenment. As
we gaze upon this digital tapestry, we find
ourselves  captivated  by  the  intricate
ballet  of  meme  culture  and  scholarly
discourse,  pondering  whether,  just
perhaps,  statistical  algorithms  harbor  a
predilection for the whimsical. 

As we take stock of these findings, we are
reminded  that  the  allure  of  internet
memes weaves a tapestry that reaches far
beyond mere entertainment; it leaves an
indelible  mark  on  the  patterns  of
academic  interaction.  Our
groundbreaking research has unveiled the
profound  connectivity  between  the  "one
does  not  simply"  meme and the  fervent
commentary  on  Numberphile's  videos,
shedding  light  on  the  intricate  threads
that bind the seemingly disparate realms
of  online  amusement  and  numerical
exploration.  Indeed,  as  we  continue  to
unravel the fascinating enigma of internet
culture,  it  appears  that  the  whims  of
internet  humor  possess  an  undeniable
influence  on  the  patterns  of  scholarly
interaction,  almost  as  if  statistical
algorithms  carry  a  fondness  for  meme-
inspired musings. Thus, we find ourselves
standing  at  the  crossroads  of  statistical
rigor  and  whimsical  wonder,  poised  to
embark  on further  explorations  into  the
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captivating interplay between memes and
mathematical enlightenment.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  foray  into  the
entangled realms of internet memes and
educational YouTube content has resulted
in a revelation that can only be described
as a statistical safari through the digital
jungle. The robust correlation coefficient
of 0.9691198, with a p-value of less than
0.01,  has  not  only  raised  eyebrows  but
also  prompted  us  to  ponder  the  cosmic
choreography  underlying  meme  virality
and scholarly engagement.

It  appears  that  the  rise  and  fall  of  the
"one does not simply" meme is not a tale
told  by  an  idiot,  full  of  sound  and fury,
signifying  nothing.  Instead,  it's  a
narrative woven into the fabric of internet
culture, leaving an indelible mark on the
comment  chronicles  of  Numberphile
videos. The correlation we've unearthed is
so strong, it's as if statistical significance
looked at us and said, "Hold my p-value."

The  visual  representation  of  this
correlation  in  the  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)
conjured  images  of  a  celestial  dance,
where  memes  and  mathematics  twirl  in
harmonious  synchrony,  leaving  us  to
wonder  if  perhaps  the  laws of  statistics
have a soft spot for internet frivolity. As
we  wrap  up  this  expedition  into  the
uncharted  territory  of  meme-driven
engagement, it's clear that the impact of
internet humor on scholarly discourse is
no laughing matter.

With  these  findings,  we  can  confidently
say  that  no more research is  needed in
this  area,  lest  we  risk  falling  down  a
statistical rabbit hole from which there is
no return. The memes have spoken, and
the numbers have nodded in agreement.
It  is  time  for  us  to  bid  adieu  to  this
peculiar,  yet  fascinating,  intersection  of
internet culture and scholarly pursuits.

With our divergent exploration of 
literature in tow, we stand poised to 
embark on a whimsical journey that 
merges the profound with the absurd, the 
empirical with the speculative, and the 
unknown with the inexplicably delightful. 
As we weave through the tapestry of 
sources and inspirations, we are ever 
mindful of the imperative to blend 
scholarly rigor with a dash of 
unconventional whimsy, for in the 
whimsical world of internet memes and 
mathematical musings, one cannot simply
adhere to convention.
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