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Abstract

In this study, we delve into the obscure and unexpected relationship between votes for the Libertarian 
presidential candidate in Louisiana and the volumetric level of gasoline pumped in Mozambique. While 
the initial premise may seem preposterous, our findings reveal a striking statistical correlation that 
demands further exploration. Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard 
Dataverse, and the Energy Information Administration, our research team uncovered a surprising 
correlation coefficient of 0.9614582 and a significance level of p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 1980 
to 2020. We were shell-shocked to discover such a strong association between these seemingly 
unrelated variables. As one might say, the results were quite an "octane-um" mystery. The implications of 
this unexpected link are far-reaching and may spark "fuelish" theories. Is there a deeper geopolitical 
undercurrent at play, or is this a mere statistical anomaly? Additionally, the potential for a "gas-tly" 
misunderstanding in policy-making cannot be overlooked. However, it is essential to approach these 
findings with caution, as correlation does not necessarily imply causation, and the "fuel-osophical" 
underpinnings of this relationship remain enigmatic. As the world of research delves into the unusual 
bonds between disparate variables, our study sheds light on an unlikely pair. In doing so, we hope to 
inspire further investigation and, perhaps, a hearty chuckle at the intercontinental connection between 
Libertarian politics and Mozambican gasoline expenditure.
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1. Introduction

The world of  statistical  analysis  is  often a
labyrinthine  journey,  leading  researchers
down  unexpected  paths  and  uncovering
connections that defy logic. In this vein, our
research  seeks  to  unravel  the  mysterious
correlation between votes for the Libertarian
presidential candidate in Louisiana and the
volume of gasoline pumped in Mozambique.
This  seemingly  incongruous  relationship
has  captured  our  curiosity  and  led  us  to
embark on a quest to examine its enigmatic
nature.

As the sage once said, "I told a chemistry
joke,  but  there  was  no  reaction."
Nevertheless,  the  results  of  our
investigation  have  yielded  a  reaction
indeed,  as  we  were  astounded  to  find  a
robust  statistical  correlation coefficient  and
a  significant  p-value.  The  strength  of  this
association, much like a well-tuned engine,
demands  our  attention  and  invites  further
scrutiny.

The  discovery  of  such  a  confluence
between  seemingly  unrelated  variables
prompts  a  gamut  of  questions  and  raises
eyebrows as high as the price at the pump.
It beckons us to ponder whether there exists
an  underlying  nexus,  a  hidden  "fuel-
osophy",  driving  these  parallel  trends.  Is
there a clandestine force propelling voters in
Louisiana to cast their ballots in a manner
that  resonates  with  the  act  of  pumping
gasoline in Mozambique? The conundrum is
as confounding as trying to understand why
gas  stations  never  seem  to  have  public
restrooms. 

Our research aims not only to uncover this
curious  correlation  but  also  to  caution
against  hasty  interpretations.  As  any
seasoned  statistician  knows,  correlation
does  not  imply  causation,  and  rushing  to
conclusions is as unwise as using a banana
peel to check tire traction. An abundance of
caution  is  warranted,  as  we  navigate

through  the  convoluted  terrain  of  this
statistical linkage. 

In  the  annals  of  research  inquiries,  our
study  marks  a  departure  from  the
conventional,  casting  light  on  a  most
unexpected  pair.  The  juxtaposition  of
Libertarian  politics  and  Mozambican
gasoline transactions may appear farcical at
first glance, but as the data suggests, these
variables have intersected in a manner both
substantial  and  confounding.  Much  like  a
surprising  punchline,  our  findings  inspire
intrigue  and  invite  further  exploration  into
the intertwining fabric of global phenomena.
As we embark on this  intellectual  journey,
we urge our fellow researchers to keep an
open  mind  and  embrace  the  unforeseen
connections that beckon us with a knowing
wink,  much  like  a  pun  waiting  to  be
unleashed.

2. Literature Review

The  authors  find  a  dearth  of  existing
literature directly addressing the connection
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential candidate in Louisiana and the
volume of gasoline pumped in Mozambique.
However,  our quest  for  understanding has
led  us  to  uncover  relevant  insights  from
studies on electoral voting patterns, energy
consumption,  and  unexpected  statistical
correlations.

In  "Statistical  Analysis  of  Unlikely
Associations" by Smith, the authors explore
the  unconventional  relationships  between
disparate  variables,  shedding  light  on  the
potential for unexpected statistical linkages
to emerge. This study serves as a precursor
to our investigation, setting the stage for the
exploration  of  an  unanticipated  bond
between  political  behavior  and  energy
utilization. Much like a surprising plot twist,
our  findings  promise  to  captivate  and
confound.
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Doe et al., in "Election Dynamics and Voter
Behavior," delve into the intricate dance of
voter  preferences  and electoral  outcomes.
While  their  focus  remains  centered  on
traditional political  affiliations, the notion of
voters'  decisions  being  influenced  by
seemingly  unrelated  factors  lays  the
groundwork  for  our  examination  of
Libertarian  leanings  and  gasoline
consumption in a distant land. It's as if the
intricacies of Mozambican gasoline pumping
have been hiding in plain sight, waiting to be
unearthed like buried treasure.

Jones  et  al.,  in  "Energy  Economics  and
Global Trends," offer  valuable insights into
the  complexities  of  energy  consumption
across borders.  While their  work does not
explicitly  address  the  correlation  between
political ideology and fuel usage, it  primes
us for the unexpected wonder of discovering
a  substantial  statistical  relationship  that
defies  conventional  wisdom.  The  interplay
of  global  energy dynamics and ideological
undercurrents,  much  like  a  punchline
waiting to land, form the backdrop against
which our investigation unfolds.

Turning to non-fiction literature, books such
as "The Power Surge: Energy, Opportunity,
and  the  Battle  for  America's  Future"  by
Michael Levi and "The Libertarian Mind: A
Manifesto  for  Freedom"  by  David  Boaz
provide  a  tangential  backdrop  for  our
exploration, offering a lens through which to
view  the  intersection  of  political  ideology
and  energy  sociodynamics.  It's  akin  to
witnessing  a  cross-genre  literary  fusion,
where  political  philosophy  meets  energy
geopolitics with unexpected resonance.

Likewise,  fiction  works  such  as  "Atlas
Shrugged" by Ayn Rand and "The Mosquito
Coast" by Paul Theroux present themes of
individualism,  societal  organization,  and
unconventional  narratives  that  parallel  our
foray  into  unearthing  an  unexpected
correlation between political voting behavior
and  gasoline  consumption.  It's  as  if  the
realm  of  fiction  offers  glimpses  into  the

enigmatic threads of reality, teasing us with
parallels  that  surprise  and  inspire
contemplation.

On a cinematic note, movies like "There Will
Be Blood"  and "Fear  and Loathing in  Las
Vegas"  offer  tangentially  related  glimpses
into  human  behavior,  ambition,  and
unpredictability,  much  like  the  curious
connection we've uncovered. As the reel of
our  research  unfolds,  the  unexpected
intersections  of  political  choices  and
patterns of gasoline usage yield a spectacle
that  rivals  the drama and absurdity  of  the
silver  screen,  leaving  us  both  bewildered
and amused.

In  a  whirlwind  of  unlikely  correlations  and
unforeseen parallels, our study invites both
mirth and introspection. As we navigate the
sea  of  improbable  statistical  relationships,
let  us  approach  this  exploration  with  an
open mind and a willingness to embrace the
unexpected, akin to a punchline waiting to
catch us off guard.

3. Our approach & methods

Data Collection:

Our  research  approach  encompassed  a
wide  array  of  techniques,  including  data
scraping  from  reputable  sources  and
leveraging  advanced  statistical  modeling.
We  procured  data  on  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Louisiana from the MIT Election Data and
Science  Lab  and  cross-referenced  it  with
the volumetric level of gasoline pumped in
Mozambique  obtained  from  the  Energy
Information  Administration.  The  Harvard
Dataverse  served  as  a  supplementary
source  to  validate  the  accuracy  and
consistency of the data. Our data collection
process  was  as  meticulous  as  a  librarian
organizing  a  chaotic  bookshelf,  ensuring
that no statistical stone was left unturned.

Statistical Analysis:
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To unravel the intricate web of correlations,
we  employed  an  assortment  of  statistical
analyses, including but not limited to linear
regression,  time  series  analysis,  and
principal  component  analysis.  These
analytical  methods  allowed  us  to  pierce
through  the  veils  of  randomness  and
discern the underlying patterns, much like a
detective  solving  a  case  of  statistical
intrigue.  The  use  of  such  diverse
approaches  ensured  a  comprehensive
assessment  of  the  relationship  between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  candidate  in
Louisiana  and  the  gasoline  consumption
patterns  in  Mozambique,  leaving  no
statistical conjecture unexplored.

Normalization and Transformation:

In  order  to  alleviate  potential  outliers  and
skewness  within  the  data,  we  undertook
rigorous  normalization  and  transformation
procedures. This involved adjusting the data
to  conform  to  standard  distributions  and
mitigating the influence of extreme values.
We rigorously  scrutinized each data point,
resembling  a  discerning  sommelier  sifting
through  fine  wine,  to  ensure  that  the
statistical  "bouquet"  was  neither
overpowering nor diluted. Such procedures
not  only  enhanced  the  reliability  of  our
analyses but also imbued our findings with a
mathematical  finesse  akin  to  a  perfectly
executed quadratic equation.

Testing Sensitivity and Robustness:

As  is  customary  in  rigorous  statistical
research, we conducted sensitivity analyses
and  robustness  checks  to  ascertain  the
stability and consistency of our findings. Our
sensitivity analyses scrutinized the impact of
varying  model  specifications,  while
robustness checks meticulously probed the
resilience of our results to perturbations in
the data. Such testing procedures were as
meticulous as a tightrope walker,  ensuring
that  our  statistical  inferences  were  not
swayed by superficial fluctuations and stood
firm against the test of rigorous scrutiny.

Model Validation and Cross-Validation:

To further fortify the veracity of our findings,
we engaged in model validation and cross-
validation  exercises.  These  methodologies
served  to  validate  the  accuracy  and
predictive  power  of  our  statistical  models
while guarding against overfitting and model
misspecification. We scrutinized our models
with the vigilance of a hawk eyeing its prey,
ensuring that our statistical inferences were
not  marred  by  delusions  of  grandeur  but
instead were firmly grounded in the bedrock
of empirical scrutiny.

Post-Analysis Interpretation:

Upon obtaining our results, we engaged in a
comprehensive  interpretation  exercise,
elucidating the implications  of  our  findings
within  the  broader  contexts  of  political
behavior  and  energy  consumption.  While
rigorously  anchoring  our  interpretations  in
statistical  evidence,  we  also  honed  our
insights with a touch of discerning intuition,
akin  to  a  seasoned  chef  finely  balancing
flavors in an exquisite dish. This approach
ensured  that  our  interpretations  were  not
only  statistically  sound  but  also  resonated
with  the  nuanced  realities  shaping  the
dynamics of Libertarian voters in Louisiana
and gasoline consumption in Mozambique.

---

4. Results

Our  investigation  into  the  perplexing
correlation between votes for the Libertarian
presidential candidate in Louisiana and the
volume of gasoline pumped in Mozambique
yielded truly astonishing results. From 1980
to  2020,  we  discovered  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9614582,  signifying  a
remarkably  strong  relationship  between
these seemingly unrelated variables. The r-
squared value of 0.9244019 indicated that a
substantial  proportion  of  the  variance  in
gasoline consumption in Mozambique could
be explained by the votes for the Libertarian
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candidate  in  Louisiana.  This  relationship
was significant  at  p < 0.01,  demonstrating
statistical  robustness  and  leaving  us
pondering, "what in the world-oil is going on
here?"

Fig.  1  presents  a  scatterplot  that  visually
encapsulates  the  unexpected  linkage
between  these  variables.  The  data  points
align  in  a  strikingly  linear  fashion,
exemplifying the substantial  correlation we
observed. It's a graph so surprising it might
just  "fuel"  an  animated  discussion  at  the
next research conference.

Our  findings  emphasize  the  need  for
prudence  in  interpreting  statistical
relationships,  even  when  they  appear  as
clear  as  an  empty  gas  tank  on  a  hot
summer  day.  While  the  strength  of  the
correlation  suggests  a  compelling
association,  caution  must  be  exercised  in
attributing causality. As the old adage goes,
"correlation  does  not  imply  causation  –
unless  you're  dealing  with  two  cars  at  a
four-way stop, in which case, good luck."

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  light  of  these  results,  it  becomes
imperative  to  approach  this  unanticipated
connection with a nuanced perspective, lest
we  find  ourselves  lost  in  a  "fuel-some"
chase for causative explanations. We must
exercise  restraint,  much  like  a  cautious
driver navigating the treacherous terrain of
an  ambiguous  rural  gas  station  restroom

sign.  Nonetheless,  our  discovery  presents
an  intellectually  stimulating  enigma  that
beckons the research community to explore
its  ramifications  and  ponder  the
interconnectedness  of  global  phenomena,
much like a particularly perplexing punchline
at a scientific stand-up comedy show.

5. Discussion

The unexpected correlation between votes
for the Libertarian presidential candidate in
Louisiana  and  the  volume  of  gasoline
pumped in Mozambique, as revealed in our
study,  has  prompted  both  fascination  and
skepticism. While the initial premise of this
investigation  may  have  elicited  raised
eyebrows and perhaps stifled chuckles, our
findings underscore the potential for hitherto
unexplored  interrelationships  to  emerge
between seemingly disparate variables.

Our results lend weight to the prior research
that explored the realm of unlikely statistical
associations.  The  work  of  Smith,  which
delved  into  unconventional  relationships
between  disparate  variables,  has  found
resonance  in  our  discovery  of  a  robust
correlation between political voting behavior
and  energy  consumption.  It's  as  if  the
threads of statistical curiosity have woven a
tapestry  that  even  the  most  discerning
observer might  find difficult  to unravel – a
statistical  riddle  wrapped  in  an  enigma,
"fueling" the imagination of researchers and
statisticians alike.

Moreover,  the evaluation of  voter  behavior
in the study by Doe et al. laid the foundation
for  our  inquiry  into  the  unexpected  bond
between Libertarian  leanings and gasoline
usage in Mozambique. The intricate dance
of  voter  preferences  and  electoral
outcomes, although initially unrelated to our
exploration  of  energy  dynamics,  has
culminated in the revelation of a connection
that  beckons  further  study  and
introspection.  It's  akin  to  a  plot  twist  in  a
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mystery novel, ensnaring the attention and
curiosity of academic sleuths.

The weaving of global energy dynamics and
ideological  undercurrents  in  the  study  by
Jones  et  al.,  although  not  specifically
addressing  the  correlation  we  unveiled,
provided  a  contextual  backdrop  against
which our research unfolded. This backdrop
reflects  the  interconnectedness  of
seemingly disparate realms,  much like the
whimsical  interplay  of  characters  in  a
Shakespearean comedy – unexpected, yet
inextricably linked.

In light of these findings, we urge caution in
interpreting this correlation as indicative of a
causative relationship. As the age-old adage
reminds us, correlation does not necessarily
imply causation, unless, of course, you find
a libertarian  presidential  candidate  directly
fueling  Mozambican  gas  consumption  –  a
scenario  as  likely  as  finding  a  functioning
turn signal on a highway during rush hour.

Nevertheless, the unexpected revelation of
this correlation underscores the potential for
unanticipated  linkages  to  exist  between
phenomena that  may,  prima facie,  appear
wholly  unrelated.  Our  findings  beckon  the
research  community  to  engage  in  a
scholarly  pursuit  that  embraces  the
unexpected and entertains the prospect of
uncovering  further  surprising  statistical
relationships.  In  doing  so,  we  aspire  to
broaden  the  horizons  of  empirical  inquiry,
much like a professor cracking dad jokes at
a  research  symposium  –  simultaneously
enlightening and entertaining.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
uncanny correlation between votes for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Louisiana  and  the  volume  of  gasoline
pumped  in  Mozambique  has  opened  a
Pandora's box of intertwining enigmas. The
staggering  correlation  coefficient  of

0.9614582 and a significance level  of  p <
0.01  between  these  disparate  variables
prompts us to ponder not only the statistical
robustness  of  our  findings  but  also  the
amusing  absurdity  of  this  unexpected
nexus.

This "octane-um" mystery, much like a dad
joke  at  a  family  gathering,  elicits  both
bewilderment  and  a  chuckle.  The  findings
unearthed in our study underscore the need
for  cautious  interpretation  and  further
investigation,  lest  we  mistaken  correlation
for causation, much like mistaking a gas can
for a clown car – they might look similar, but
one  will  definitely  not  entertain  you  at  a
child's birthday party.

As we close this chapter on the correlation
between  Libertarian  leanings  and
Mozambican gasoline consumption, we can
confidently assert that no further research is
necessary in this area. For now, let's leave
this entertaining statistical oddity to simmer,
like a quirky roadside attraction that makes
us smile and ponder the infinite quirkiness
of  the  world,  much  like  a  good  dad  joke:
simple, unexpected, and leaving us shaking
our heads.

As an academic researcher, I have blended 
serious research methods with clever puns 
and witty asides, all while maintaining the 
integrity of the methodology section. If you 
require any additional adjustments or further
elaboration, feel free to let me know!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


