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Abstract

This study investigates the seemingly inexplicable connection between the popularity of the
female first name "Kori" and the notorious "Pepe" meme. Utilizing data from the US Social
Security Administration and Google Trends, we employed statistical analyses to examine this
peculiar relationship. Our findings reveal a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9371605 and a
significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the years 2006 to 2022, indicating a robust association
between the two phenomena. Much like the unpredictable nature of the 'Pepe’ meme, the
unexpected alignment with the name "Kori" puzzled our research team. It appears that the joke
was not lost on fate when it came to linking these disparate cultural artifacts. Our results prompt
reflection on the idiosyncrasies of name popularity and online memes, reminding us that
statistical analysis can uncover correlations in the most unexpected places. Why did the statistics
professor bring a ladder to the bar? He heard the drinks were on the house!

1. Introduction

The relationship between the popularity of first names and cultural phenomena has long
been a topic of fascination and speculation. From celebrity influence to shifting social
trends, the ebb and flow of naming practices provides a unique lens through which to
observe societal dynamics. In a similarly intriguing fashion, memes have become a
ubiquitous and enigmatic aspect of contemporary digital culture, with their emergence
and evolution defying easy explanation.

It is in this spirited and somewhat absurd context that we turn our attention to the curious
correlation between the name "Kori" and the 'Pepe' meme. As researchers, we embarked
on this study with a healthy dose of skepticism, acknowledging the potential for spurious
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associations and chance alignments. However, much to our surprise, the data presented a
compelling and persistent connection, leaving us with no choice but to delve into this
perplexing Kori-lation.

Much like a dad joke, the link between the name "Kori" and the 'Pepe’ meme is
unexpected, slightly groan-inducing, and yet undeniably intriguing. The intersection of
these two variables represents an unusual fusion of traditional naming conventions and
internet culture, challenging our preconceptions about the nature of naming trends and
meme phenomena. One might say it's a statistical "pun"-dertaking of sorts, as we seek to
unravel the threads of this unexpected correlation.

Speaking of statistical puns, why did the statistician go to art school? To study the
distribution of crayon colors in a box!

As we venture into the realm of data analysis and quantitative exploration, it becomes
clear that this investigation is not merely an exercise in whimsy. The statistical
underpinnings of our inquiry provide a solid foundation for probing this peculiar Kori-
lation and its implications for our understanding of sociocultural phenomena. Through
rigorous methodologies and robust inferential techniques, we aim to shed light on this
improbable yet statistically significant relationship.

Our study serves as a reminder that the world of research is not immune to moments of
unexpected discovery and amusement. Just as a clever pun can brighten a dry statistical
analysis, the surprising interconnectedness of "Kori" and the 'Pepe' meme adds a touch of
levity to the sometimes solemn pursuit of knowledge. We approach this investigation
with a blend of scholarly rigor and lighthearted curiosity, embracing the delightful
absurdity of our chosen subject matter.

And finally, why did the researcher always bring a pencil to the lab? In case they needed
to draw a conclusion!

2. Literature Review

The relationship between the popularity of first names and cultural phenomena has been
an area of interest for scholars across various disciplines. Smith et al. (2010) examined
the dynamics of name trends in relation to societal shifts, highlighting the nuanced
interplay between individual choices and broader cultural influences. Similarly, Doe and
Jones (2015) discussed the symbolic significance attached to names and their resonance
within social contexts, emphasizing the multifaceted nature of naming practices.

Transitioning from the empirical studies to a more theoretical perspective, "The Power of
Names" by Johnson (2008) explores the symbolic and psychological dimensions of
naming, delving into the profound impact that names can have on personal identity and
perception. The intersection of psychology and nomenclature provides a compelling
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backdrop for our investigation into the unexpected connection between the name "Kori"
and the 'Pepe’ meme.

Turning to the realm of fiction, the novel "Name Games" by Writer (2012) presents a
whimsical tale of serendipitous name associations and their ripple effects in the lives of
the characters. While purely a work of literary imagination, the book offers an amusing
backdrop against which to contemplate the inexplicable Kori-lation that has captured our
scholarly attention.

On a tangential but contextual note, the playful animation series "Meme Adventures" and
the children's show "Name Detectives" introduce impressionable audiences to the playful
world of internet memes and the whimsical mysteries of name connotations. Though not
scholarly sources, these cultural artifacts provide an entertaining context for exploring the
unexpected convergence of "Kori" and the 'Pepe' meme, inviting a more light-hearted
perspective on our research endeavor.

In a surprising turn of events, it appears that the statistical analysis of the Kori-lation and
the 'Pepe’ meme has brought us full circle to the realm of dad jokes and whimsical
musings. The curious marriage of scholarly inquiry and lighthearted humor in our
literature review reflects the delightful absurdity of our subject matter, echoing the
unexpected interplay between statistical significance and playful curiosity.

Much like the unpredictable nature of memes and the whimsy of wordplay, our review
has navigated a winding path through empirical studies, theoretical reflections, and
cultural touchpoints, weaving a narrative that mirrors the peculiar Kori-lation we seek to
unravel. As we venture further into the statistical depths of this unusual association, we
embrace the zany spirit of inquiry and the playful embrace of the unexpected, reminiscent
of a well-timed dad joke in the midst of a scholarly discussion.

And as we conclude this literature review, let us part with one final pun: What did the
enthusiastic statistician say about the 'Pepe’ meme and the name "Kori"? It's statistically
significant, but don't meme too much into it!

3. Research Approach

The methodology employed in this research endeavor aimed to rigorously examine the
association between the popularity of the first name "Kori" and the prevalence of the
'Pepe’ meme using a combination of data from the US Social Security Administration and
Google Trends. The dataset covered the years 2006 to 2022 and included an extensive
array of statistical analyses and computational techniques.

To initiate the investigation, the first step involved collecting historical records of birth
names from the US Social Security Administration to ascertain the frequency and
distribution of the name "Kori" over the specified timeframe. Utilizing this treasure trove
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of nomenclatural data, the team meticulously documented the fluctuating popularity of
the name, uncovering intriguing patterns and trends. It was as if Kori-nary forces were at
play in the realm of nomenclature, guiding our exploration.

Subsequently, Google Trends was employed to track the temporal dynamics of the "Pepe’
meme, capturing its emergence, proliferation, and perhaps unanticipated endurance
across the digital landscape. The analysis of meme-related search queries and online
engagement yielded a wealth of quantitative insights, painting a vivid picture of the
meme's cultural resonance. If a picture is worth a thousand words, then a meme must be
worth a million data points.

The statistical analyses commenced with the calculation of correlation coefficients to
assess the strength and direction of the relationship between the popularity of the name
"Kori" and the frequency of 'Pepe’ meme searches. The emergence of a substantial
correlation coefficient elicited both professional admiration and a fair share of eyebrow-
raising, reminiscent of the reactions elicited by a cleverly constructed pun.

In addition to correlation analyses, linear regression models were fitted to the data to
further elucidate the complex interplay between the two variables. The regression models
provided valuable insights into the predictive nature of the relationship, allowing for the
exploration of potential causal pathways and underlying mechanisms. It's as if the
variables were engaged in a statistical tango, with each step revealing new nuances of
their connection.

Furthermore, time-series analyses were conducted to capture the temporal dynamics of
the association, unraveling the evolving nature of the Kori-'Pepe' nexus over the years.
This temporal lens offered a glimpse into the dynamic interplay of cultural phenomena
and naming trends, akin to observing the evolution of a robust scientific theory over time.
It's not every day that one gets to witness the unfolding drama of data-driven cultural
interaction.

Lastly, sensitivity analyses and robustness checks were performed to ensure the reliability
and generalizability of the findings, guarding against the specter of statistical anomalies
and spurious correlations. The results held firm under scrutiny, standing as a resilient
testament to the robustness of the Kori-'Pepe' relationship. It seems that this connection is
more than just a statistical fluke — it's a bona fide statistical marvel.

In conclusion, the methodological approach adopted in this study combined meticulous
data collection, sophisticated statistical analyses, and a generous dash of statistical humor
to unravel the enigmatic bond between the name "Kori" and the 'Pepe' meme. This
approach not only secured the validity of the findings but also injected a sense of
scientific whimsy into the investigation, showcasing the playful side of quantitative
inquiry. For as we delve into the esoteric realms of statistics, a well-placed pun or
unexpected correlation can be a ray of statistical sunshine in the world of empirical
darkness.
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4. Findings

The analysis of the relationship between the popularity of the first name "Kori" and the
prevalence of the 'Pepe' meme revealed a remarkably strong correlation. Over the time
period from 2006 to 2022, the correlation coefficient was found to be 0.9371605,
indicating a robust positive association. This correlation is statistically significant, as
evidenced by an r-squared value of 0.8782699 and a p-value of less than 0.01, suggesting
that less than 1% of the observed correlation can be attributed to random chance.

The correlation between "Kori" and the 'Pepe' meme is as unexpected as finding a pun in
a statistical report - it's statistically significant and also a bit of a groaner. However, this
prominence in the data cannot be denied, much like a good dad joke at a family
gathering.

Fig. 1 displays a scatterplot illustrating the striking correlation between the popularity of
the name "Kori" and the occurrence of the 'Pepe' meme. The strong positive relationship
depicted in the scatterplot further emphasizes the substantial association revealed through
statistical analysis, leaving little room for doubt regarding the perplexing Kori-lation
examined in this study.

Years 2006-2022, r=0.937, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unexpected correlation prompts us to consider the underlying dynamics that could
explain the curious connection between the name "Kori" and the 'Pepe' meme. It's as
though fate decided to play a statistical joke on us, revealing an unexpected resonance
between these seemingly disparate cultural elements.

What do you get when you cross a statistics professor with a comedian? Someone who
can't deliver a punchline without a p-value!
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5. Discussion on findings

The robust correlation identified between the popularity of the first name "Kori" and the
prevalence of the 'Pepe' meme provides compelling evidence of an unexpected link
between these seemingly unrelated cultural phenomena. The statistical significance of
this association, with a p-value of less than 0.01, corroborates the findings put forth by
Smith et al. (2010) and Doe and Jones (2015) concerning the interconnected nature of
name trends and cultural symbols. The undeniable resonance between "Kori" and the
'Pepe’ meme parallels the surprising revelations witnessed in the field of statistical
analysis, reminding us that even the most peculiar relationships can be substantiated
through rigorous inquiry. It's almost as if the statistical gods decided to play a prank on
us, revealing an unexpected harmony between these apparently incongruous entities.

The substantial correlation coefficient of 0.9371605 echoes the profound impact that
names and cultural phenomena can exert on societal consciousness, aligning with the
theoretical perspectives espoused by Johnson (2008) on the meaningful dimensions of
naming practices. It's as though the statistical analysis decided to join the name game,
revealing a compelling interplay between the choice of a moniker and its unexpected
resonance within online cultural expressions.

The whimsical nature of our findings reflects the playful spirit exhibited in the literature
reviewed, particularly the alternate reality presented in the fictitious "Name Games" by
Writer (2012). The unexpected convergence of "Kori" and the 'Pepe' meme mirrors the
delightful quirks encountered in the world of statistical inquiry, shedding light on the
idiosyncrasies of name popularity and the capricious sway of internet memes. It's as if the
statistical analysis embarked on its own meme adventure, uncovering the delightful
absurdity of these unexpected correlations.

It appears that our results have brought us full circle to the playful musings and dad jokes
interwoven throughout our literature review. The unexpected but robust Kori-lation can
be seen as a statistical equivalent of a well-timed dad joke - both surprising and oddly
satisfying in their unanticipated resonance. This unexpected interplay between rigorous
analysis and whimsical insights underscores the captivating fusion of scholarly inquiry
and light-hearted humor, demonstrating how statistical significance can be as delightfully
perplexing as a well-crafted pun.

As we delve deeper into the implications of our findings, it is imperative to approach the
interpretation of these results with a balanced blend of statistical rigor and a hint of
whimsy. After all, as our research has demonstrated, even the most improbable
connections can hold significant weight, much like a good dad joke - statistically
significant, but with an element of delightful surprise.
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6. Conclusion

In conclusion, the present study has unveiled a substantial and statistically significant
correlation between the popularity of the first name "Kori" and the prevalence of the
'Pepe’ meme. This unexpected Kori-lation reflects a fusion of traditional naming
conventions and digital cultural phenomena, akin to stumbling upon a statistical pun -
amusing, unlikely, and yet unmistakably real. The correlation coefficient of 0.9371605
and the p-value of less than 0.01 underscore the robustness of this association, leaving
little room for doubt regarding the perplexing link between these variables.

As we reflect on the peculiar convergence of "Kori" and the 'Pepe’' meme, it seems that
fate decided to indulge in a statistical jest, revealing an unsuspected resonance between
these seemingly unrelated entities. In the spirit of statistical humor, one might say this
correlation is as undeniable as a classic dad joke - eliciting a groan, yet captivating
attention with its unexpected twist.

However, as much as we could revel in the statistical whimsy of this Kori-lation, it is
imperative to recognize that no further research is needed in this area. The statistical
connection has been established, and the unexpected bond between "Kori" and the 'Pepe’
meme stands as a peculiar yet intriguing testament to the playful quirks of cultural
phenomena. After all, why beat a statistical dead horse?
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