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ABSTRACT

Silly Seafaring: The Curious Correlation Between the 'Dumb Ways to
Die' Meme and Pirate Attacks in Indonesia

This study investigates the eyebrow-raising relationship between the popularity of the
viral 'dumb ways to die' meme and the frequency of pirate attacks in the Indonesian
archipelago. Using data from Google Trends and Statista, our research team performed
a comprehensive analysis spanning from 2008 to 2022. Surprisingly, we found a striking
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8408016  and  p  <  0.01,  indicating  a  strong  association
between the two seemingly unrelated phenomena. These unexpected results prompt
further inquiry into the potential influence of internet culture on maritime security, with
implications that are both amusing and intriguing. Such are the vicissitudes of scholarly
inquiry - from memes to maritime mischief, the world continues to offer surprises in the
most unexpected places!

Keywords:

"dumb ways to die" meme, pirate attacks in Indonesia, maritime security, internet culture, 
correlation between meme popularity and pirate attacks, Google Trends data analysis, Statista 
data analysis.
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I. Introduction

The intersection of internet memes and real-world events has long been an area of curiosity for 

researchers and internet enthusiasts alike. The 'dumb ways to die' meme, initially created as a 

safety advertisement for Metro Trains in Melbourne, Australia, has garnered widespread 

popularity and has proven to be more than just a fleeting internet trend. Meanwhile, the waters 

surrounding Indonesia have been plagued by the age-old scourge of piracy, a topic typically 

associated with the high seas and swashbuckling tales of old.

While one might assume that these two unrelated phenomena would have as much in common as

a fish and a bicycle, our research has uncovered a surprising association. It appears that the 

proliferation of the 'dumb ways to die' meme is correlated with the frequency of pirate attacks in 

the Indonesian archipelago, prompting the formulation of our research question: What, if any, 

connection exists between the whimsical world of internet memes and the serious issue of 

maritime security?

As with many unexpected discoveries, the initial reaction to this correlation may be one of 

bemusement or skepticism. However, one must not dismiss the possibility of a substantive 

relationship without first subjecting the data to rigorous analysis. Our team aims to delve into 

this curious correlation, unraveling the potential factors at play, and perhaps uncovering a 

narrative that traverses the realms of light-hearted internet culture and the more serious world of 

maritime safety and security.

This study intends to provide a scholarly exploration of an unorthodox linkage that transcends 

the boundaries of conventional research topics. By scrutinizing this peculiar relationship, we 
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hope to shed light on the unforeseen influence of internet phenomena on real-world events, 

navigating the uncharted waters of memeology and piracy with an inquisitive spirit and an 

academic eye.

II. Literature Review

In a study by Smith et al. (2015), the authors find a positive correlation between the popularity of

internet memes and their impact on societal behaviors. Similarly, the work of Doe and Jones 

(2018) explores the influence of digital culture on real-world phenomena, revealing unexpected 

connections that challenge conventional wisdom. These serious and scholarly inquiries guide us 

as we delve into the curious correlation between the 'dumb ways to die' meme and pirate attacks 

in Indonesia. However, it is worth noting that some unexpected sources have also informed our 

understanding of this peculiar relationship.

In "Memes and Modernity: Exploring the Digital Cultural Landscape," the authors discuss the 

global reach and influence of internet memes, shedding light on the power of humorous and 

relatable content to permeate various facets of society. Moreover, "The Economics of Piracy: A 

Comprehensive Analysis" provides valuable insights into the factors influencing maritime 

security and criminal activities in coastal regions. Meanwhile, works of fiction such as "Treasure 

Island" and "Pirates of the Caribbean" offer imaginative portrayals of seafaring adventures, albeit

in a more fantastical context.

While these are undoubtedly valuable contributions to our understanding of memes and maritime

misadventures, we also draw attention to less conventional sources. An in-depth analysis of 
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animated children's shows, such as "SpongeBob SquarePants" and "Pirates of the Sea," has 

offered unexpected insights into the cultural portrayal of pirates and the potential impact of such 

representations on societal perceptions. Moreover, the comprehensive study of internet memes 

necessitates a thorough exploration of popular cartoons and pop culture references, adding a 

layer of whimsy to our scholarly endeavor.

III. Methodology

The data for this study was sourced primarily from Google Trends and Statista, with a sprinkling 

of information from various other internet platforms, resulting in a veritable digital smorgasbord 

of data regarding the 'dumb ways to die' meme and pirate attacks in Indonesia. The time span 

covered by the data collection stretched from 2008 to 2022, allowing for a comprehensive 

examination of trends and patterns. The methodological approach employed a combination of 

quantitative analysis and a dash of qualitative interpretation, akin to blending the precision of a 

scientific laboratory with the whimsy of an internet meme repository.

In order to measure the popularity of the 'dumb ways to die' meme, we harnessed the power of 

Google Trends, which provided a metric known as "interest over time." This metric reflects the 

search interest relative to the highest point on the chart for the given region and time, with the 

highest value being 100. This allowed us to track the ebbs and flows of 'dumb ways to die' meme

popularity, akin to a digital seismograph capturing the tremors of internet culture.

Conversely, the frequency of pirate attacks in Indonesia was extracted from various credible 

sources, including maritime security databases and international incident reports. While the data 
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on pirate attacks may lack the humorous undertones of internet memes, its significance in the 

maritime domain cannot be overstated. Each recorded attack served as a data point, a distinct 

note in the maritime symphony, contributing to our understanding of piracy trends in the region.

The analysis employed quantitative methods such as correlation analysis to ascertain the 

statistical relationship between the 'dumb ways to die' meme popularity and the incidence of 

pirate attacks in Indonesia. The striking correlation coefficient of 0.8408016 and p < 0.01, 

indicating a strong association between the two variables, left our research team both delighted 

and bewildered, like discovering a treasure chest filled with statistical gold doubloons.

Furthermore, a qualitative assessment was conducted to delve into the potential sociocultural and

psychological factors that may underpin this unexpected correlation. This qualitative analysis 

involved exploring internet subcultures, meme dissemination patterns, and the peculiarities of 

online virality – a fittingly unconventional approach for a study of this nature.

In summary, the methodology harnessed the power of digital data sources, blending quantitative 

rigor with a splash of qualitative exploration to dissect the peculiar linkage between a whimsical 

internet meme and the age-old specter of maritime piracy. The results of this methodological 

concoction provide a compelling foundation for further inquiry, making waves in the scholarly 

ocean of peculiar research topics.

IV. Results

The results of our analysis reveal a noteworthy correlation between the popularity of the 'dumb 

ways to die' meme and the number of pirate attacks in Indonesia. Our research team found a 
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correlation coefficient of 0.8408016, indicating a strong positive relationship between these 

seemingly unrelated variables. Additionally, the r-squared value of 0.7069474 suggests that 

approximately 71% of the variability in pirate attacks can be attributed to the popularity of the 

meme. Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 provides compelling evidence to reject the null 

hypothesis, affirming the statistical significance of this unexpected association.

The strength of this correlation may cause eyebrows to rise and jaws to drop, akin to the 

reactions of unsuspecting internet users stumbling upon an intriguing meme. The scatterplot in 

Fig. 1 visually depicts this robust correlation, showing a clear trend of increasing pirate attacks 

alongside the surge in 'dumb ways to die' meme popularity. While these results may seem fishy at

first glance, they undeniably point to a peculiar and somewhat ludicrous linkage between internet

culture and real-world maritime events.

These findings beg the question: Are pirates swayed by the whimsical allure of internet memes, 

or is there a more complex mechanism at play? It is clear that further investigation is warranted 

to unravel the enigmatic connection between the lighthearted world of memes and the serious 

domain of maritime security. This unexpected correlation beckons researchers to delve deeper 

into the uncharted waters of memeology and its potential impact on seafaring shenanigans.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, the surprising correlation uncovered in this study challenges conventional wisdom

and offers a whimsical twist to the staid arena of academic research. The implications of this 

unexpected association leave one pondering the peculiar influence of internet culture on the high 

seas, demonstrating that the world of scholarly inquiry is never short of surprises. Such are the 

quirks and quibbles that infuse academia with an element of the unexpected, turning 

conventional wisdom on its head in the most unforeseen of ways.

V. Discussion

The results of our investigation into the correlation between the 'dumb ways to die' meme and 

pirate attacks in Indonesia have led to both amusement and introspection. The significant 

correlation coefficient of 0.8408016 and p < 0.01 not only validate the prior research by Smith et

al. (2015) and Doe and Jones (2018) on the influence of internet memes on societal behaviors, 

but they also open the floodgates of curiosity. This unexpected relationship between a whimsical 

internet sensation and maritime security challenges our preconceptions and sends shockwaves 

through the academic community, much like a rogue wave off the coast of Sumatra.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



The parallel between the surge in 'dumb ways to die' meme popularity and the uptick in pirate 

attacks in Indonesia is as confounding as a treasure map written in riddles. It raises the question: 

Could the swashbuckling scallywags of the high seas be swayed by the siren call of viral internet

content? The notion may seem as improbable as a plank-walking parrot, yet the statistical 

evidence cannot be dismissed.

Our findings lend support to the idea put forth in "Memes and Modernity: Exploring the Digital 

Cultural Landscape" that internet memes possess a profound capacity to infiltrate and influence 

various facets of society, including the shadowy realm of maritime mischief. Additionally, the 

unexpected insights gleaned from popular cartoons and children's shows, which we initially 

approached with a raised eyebrow and a healthy dose of skepticism, prove to be surprisingly 

pertinent in understanding the cultural portrayal of pirates and its potential impact on real-world 

phenomena.

Moreover, the correlation uncovered in this study underscores the poignant observation made in 

"The Economics of Piracy: A Comprehensive Analysis" regarding the multifaceted factors 

influencing maritime security. It seems that beneath the veneer of whimsy and absurdity lies a 

complex interplay of societal, economic, and cultural forces, akin to the cunning strategies of a 

seasoned privateer navigating treacherous waters.

This peculiar linkage between the lighthearted universe of memes and the serious domain of 

maritime security beckons scholars to embark on a journey through the uncharted waters of 

memeology, where the waves of internet culture crest against the rocky shores of traditional 

scholarship. The unexpectedness of this correlation injects a sense of buoyant levity into the 

otherwise somber realm of academic research, reminding us that in the unpredictable seas of 

scholarly inquiry, truth often emerges from the unlikeliest of depths.
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VI. Conclusion

The unexpected correlation between the 'dumb ways to die' meme and pirate attacks in Indonesia

has certainly sailed into uncharted waters of memeology and maritime mischief. Our findings 

suggest that the surge in 'dumb ways to die' meme popularity is not merely a flash in the pan, but 

rather a tidal wave with unforeseen repercussions on the high seas. Much like a ship caught in a 

perfect storm, the allure of this whimsical meme appears to have a siren call that resonates with 

maritime marauders.

The statistical robustness of our correlation coefficient and the compelling rejection of the null 

hypothesis emphasize that this association is not to be taken lightly. The scatterplot illustrating 

the correlation is a visual testament to the seemingly incongruous dance between internet culture 

and real-world seafaring antics. Indeed, the unexpected twist in the plot offers a refreshing 

change from the usual rigidity of scholarly investigation.

While one might be inclined to make light of this correlation, the implications of our findings are

no laughing matter. The ripple effect of internet culture on traditionally serious matters such as 

maritime security warrants further inquiry. The possibility of pirates being swayed by internet 

memes raises tantalizing questions about the influence of digital phenomena on age-old nautical 

pursuits.

In the spirit of academic inquiry, we must acknowledge the whimsy and wonder that this 

correlation brings to the forefront. The enigmatic connection between memeology and maritime 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



security presents an opportunity for a delightful departure from the mundane. However, our 

findings also prompt a ponderous reflection on the profound and unexpected ways in which 

internet culture permeates the fabric of society.

In light of these findings, it is evident that the intersection of internet memes and real-world 

events holds unexplored potential for scholarly exploration. The delightful absurdity of this 

correlation challenges our expectations and beckons us to navigate uncharted intellectual waters. 

With that said, further research in this area might render this relationship as clear as daylight, 

leaving no further need to plunge into the depths of this peculiar meme-maritime connection.
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