
The Journal of Internet Culture and Meme Studies (2024) 69, 58-64

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Dancing the Data: The Floss Dance Meme's Influence 
on the Comment Section of Simone Giertz's YouTube 
Channel

Colton Hoffman, Alice Tate, Gideon P Truman

Center for Research; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Abstract

This study delves into the correlation between the rise in popularity of the 'floss dance' meme and the 
total comments on the YouTube videos of Simone Giertz, the queen of quirky robots. We waded into this 
sea of data and busted a move with Google Trends and YouTube to uncover the surprising connection 
between these seemingly disparate phenomena. Our analysis revealed a dance-worthy correlation 
coefficient of 0.8584886 and a sizzling p-value of less than 0.01 for the period from 2014 to 2023. The 
results not only bring attention to the uncanny influence of internet memes on digital engagement but also
highlight the power of the floss to sway online behavior. Our findings suggest that when it comes to 
YouTube engagement, the floss dance is not just a passing fad, but a force to be reckoned with. So, as 
we shimmy our way through the data, let's not forget to floss, in both the cyberspace and dental sense.
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1. Introduction

Introduction

Any researcher worth their salt knows that
studying  internet  memes  is  like  trying  to
catch a wave - it's all about timing and riding
it out before it crashes. In the world of digital
engagement,  the  'floss  dance'  meme  has
been making waves and raising eyebrows
with its seemingly infectious appeal. On the
other hand, Simone Giertz, the DIY queen
of  robots,  has  been captivating  audiences

with  her  quirky,  often  comically  disastrous
robot experiments on her YouTube channel.

But what happens when you bring these two
seemingly  unrelated phenomena together?
Cue  the  entrance  music,  because  we're
about  to  embark  on  a  journey  into  the
unexpected  correlation  between  the  pop
culture phenomenon of the floss dance and
the  comment  section  of  Simone  Giertz's
YouTube  videos.  It's  a  tale  of  data
exploration  and  punny  observations,  but
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don't worry, we promise not to floss over the
details.

As  we  delve  into  this  absurdly  delightful
connection,  we'll  tickle  the  funny  bone  of
statistical  significance  and  break  through
the  barriers  of  conventional  analysis.  So,
buckle up, put on your dancing shoes, and
let's waltz into the unlikely realm of the floss
dance meme and YouTube engagement.

2. Literature Review

In the realm of internet memes and digital
engagement,  the  influence  of  cultural
phenomena on online behavior has been a
topic of growing interest. Smith et al. (2017)
conducted a comprehensive analysis of the
influence of internet memes on social media
engagement, shedding light on the intricate
relationships  between  seemingly  unrelated
cultural trends and online activity. Similarly,
Doe and Jones (2018) explored the impact
of  online  trends  on  user  interaction,
highlighting  the  nuanced  ways  in  which
digital culture permeates virtual spaces.

Moving from the serious to the silly, let's not
forget the wisdom found in "The Internet is a
Playground: Irreverent Correspondences of
an  Evil  Online  Genius"  by  David  Thorne.
Although  not  a  scientific  study,  it  offers  a
lighthearted  and  relatable  take  on  the
absurdities of internet culture and its impact
on everyday life. Additionally, in the fictional
realm, "Ready Player One" by Ernest Cline
and "Snow Crash" by Neal Stephenson both
delve into virtual worlds and the influence of
popular  culture  on  digital  landscapes,
offering compelling narratives that echo the
real-world impact of internet phenomena.

When  considering  the  quirky  and  comical
nature of the 'floss dance' meme, it  would
be remiss not to mention animated shows
that  have  contributed  to  the  cultural
zeitgeist.  "SpongeBob  SquarePants,"  a
beloved  children's  cartoon,  has  featured
numerous  memorable  dance  sequences

that have become iconic in their own right.
Furthermore, "Phineas and Ferb," a popular
animated series, often highlights the power
of  creativity  and  humor  in  shaping  digital
trends,  demonstrating  the
interconnectedness  of  entertainment  and
digital culture.

As  we  pirouette  our  way  through  the
literature,  it  becomes  evident  that  the
influence  of  internet  memes  on  digital
engagement  is  a  subject  that  transcends
traditional  boundaries,  inviting  researchers
to  tap  into  the  absurdity  and  humor  that
define  contemporary  online  phenomena.
So, with our research, we aim to sashay into
this vibrant domain, bringing attention to the
unexpected  correlation  between  the  'floss
dance'  meme and the comment section of
Simone Giertz's  YouTube videos,  all  while
maintaining  a  sense  of  humor  and
playfulness  in  our  exploration.  After  all,  in
the world of digital engagement, sometimes
you just  have to dance to the beat  of  the
data.

3. Our approach & methods

To  uncover  the  mysterious  correlation
between  the  'floss  dance'  meme  and  the
comment  section  of  Simone  Giertz's
YouTube  channel,  our  research  team
executed  a  methodological  tango  that
blended  the  finesse  of  statistical  analysis
with  the  whimsy  of  internet  culture.  We
gathered  data  from the digital  archives  of
Google  Trends  and  YouTube,  swirling
through the information from 2014 to 2023
like seasoned internet dancers.

Firstly,  we  utilized  Google  Trends  data  to
track  the  popularity  of  the  'floss  dance'
meme,  waltzing  through  the  peaks  and
valleys of its search interest over time. This
allowed us to gauge the ebb and flow of the
meme's  cultural  relevance,  measuring  its
sway  in  the  digital  dance  floor  of
cyberspace.
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Simultaneously,  we  pirouetted  into  the
domain of YouTube data, specifically honing
in on Simone Giertz's videos to analyze the
total  number  of  comments  on  her  unique
robot-inspired content. We carefully avoided
tripping over puns, jokes, and playful banter
in the comment section, marking the digital
footprints  of  engagement  left  by  her
dedicated audience.

After  gathering these distinct  datasets,  we
performed a convoluted algorithmic cha-cha
to clean and prepare the data for analysis,
shaking  out  any  extraneous  outliers  or
missteps  that  could  throw  off  our  dance
moves.  Then,  we  embraced  the  power  of
statistical tools like correlation analysis and
regression modeling to sashay through the
data, aiming to uncover the hidden rhythms
between the 'floss dance' meme's popularity
and the total comments on Simone Giertz's
YouTube videos.

In  the  final  shimmery  stage  of  our
methodology,  we  embarked  on  a  rigorous
peer  review  process  to  ensure  that  our
methodology  was  as  sharp  and  well-
choreographed  as  a  synchronized
swimming routine.

So, with our methodological waltz in place,
we  aimed  to  uncover  the  unexpected
connections  between  the  digital  dance  of
the  'floss'  meme  and  the  rhythmic
comments  on  Simone  Giertz's  YouTube
channel,  all  while  keeping  our  analytical
hats on tight  to withstand the whirlwind of
internet whimsy.

4. Results

Our  data  analysis  revealed  a  striking
correlation coefficient of 0.8584886 between
the popularity of the 'floss dance' meme and
the  total  comments  on  Simone  Giertz's
YouTube  videos  for  the  time  period  from
2014 to 2023. This coefficient, coupled with
an r-squared of 0.7370027 and a p-value of
less  than  0.01,  provides  compelling

evidence for the influence of the floss dance
on digital engagement.

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot illustrating the
robust  relationship  between  the  two
variables, showcasing how the rise and fall
of  the  'floss  dance'  meme aligns  with  the
ebbs  and  flows  of  comments  on  Simone
Giertz's  YouTube  channel.  It's  a  visual
spectacle that can only be described as a
fusion of statistics and synchronized dance
moves.

These  findings  not  only  highlight  the
unexpected  link  between  a  viral  dance
craze  and  YouTube  engagement  but  also
emphasize the significant impact of internet
memes  on  online  behavior.  The  data
boogied  its  way  into  a  dance-off  with
traditional assumptions, proving that when it
comes to digital influence, the floss dance is
more than just a passing trend – it's a dance
revolution.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion,  our research sheds light on
the  sway  of  internet  memes in  the  digital
sphere  and  the  delightful,  albeit  peculiar,
connection between the 'floss dance' meme
and  Simone  Giertz's  YouTube  audience
engagement.  So,  let's raise a toast  to  the
unexpected correlations in the world of data
and  keep  on  dancing  to  the  rhythm  of
statistical significance.
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5. Discussion

Well, isn't this a dance-tastic discovery? Our
results  have  twirled  their  way  into  the
forefront  of  the  meme-and-data  domain,
showcasing  the  remarkable  connection
between  the  'floss  dance'  craze  and  the
comment  section  of  Simone  Giertz's
YouTube wonderland. As we part the digital
curtains and delve into the implications of
our findings, it's time to tango through the
literature once more.

Remember  that  time  when  Smith  et  al.
(2017)  waltzed  through  the  influence  of
internet  memes  on  social  media
engagement? Our results not only cha-cha-
cha'd  their  way  into  aligning  with  their
research  but  also  added  a  sprinkle  of
sparkle  to  the  conversation  about  online
trends and user interaction. Meanwhile, let's
not forget the wise words of David Thorne in
"The  Internet  is  a  Playground."  Although
lighthearted,  there's  wisdom  in  the
playfulness  of  internet  culture,  and  our
findings sashayed right into that space.

But  wait,  don't  "SpongeBob  SquarePants"
and "Phineas and Ferb" deserve a standing
ovation  for  their  spotlight  on the power  of
popular culture and dance? Just like a viral
meme,  our  research  pirouetted  into  the
narrative of digital engagement, proving that
the floss dance is more than just a fleeting
trend – it's a viral sensation with real-world
influence.

As  we  ponder  the  peculiar  pairing  of
'flossing' and YouTube comments, the data
has  two-stepped  its  way  to  reiterate  the
quirky interconnectedness of digital culture
and  online  behavior.  Our  results  boogied
their way through statistical significance and
proved that the influence of internet memes
is no joke. So, let's raise our virtual glasses
to the unexpected correlations in  the data
cosmos and keep dancing to the rhythm of
statistical significance.

Now, let's leave the data on the dance floor
and  step  into  the  realm  of  conclusion
together.

6. Conclusion

As we wrap up this  data  dance,  it's  clear
that the 'floss dance' meme has more sway
than just making us look like we're flossing
our  teeth.  Our  findings  highlight  the
unexpected groove between this viral dance
craze  and  Simone  Giertz's  YouTube
comments, proving that the data can indeed
bust a move.

The correlation  coefficient  of  0.8584886 is
like  finding  the  perfect  beat  that  gets
everyone moving,  and the p-value of  less
than 0.01 is the ultimate stamp of approval
for this quirky connection. It seems the floss
dance is not only viral on the dance floor but
has also infiltrated the digital stage with its
infectious rhythm.

The  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1  showcases  a
dance-off that even Dancing with the Stars
would  envy  –  a  fusion  of  statistical
significance  and  synchronized  dance
moves.  It's  a  visual  spectacle  that  proves
that when it comes to internet memes and
online engagement,  the floss is more than
just a passing trend – it's a dance revolution
that just keeps on grooving.

In the end,  our research confirms that the
'floss dance' meme holds significant sway in
the digital sphere, tapping its way into the
comment  section  of  Simone  Giertz's
YouTube  channel  with  impressive  finesse.
So  let's  raise  a  glass,  shake  a  leg,  and
celebrate the delightful,  albeit  unexpected,
correlation between a viral dance craze and
a DIY robot queen's audience engagement.

And  with  that,  we  confidently  assert  that
there is no need for further research in this
area. We have hit  the jackpot – or should
we say, the dance spot – and we should all
keep  dancing  to  the  rhythm  of  statistical
significance.
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