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Abstract

This  study  delves  into  the  quirky  yet  profound
relationship between the popular internet meme 'pork and
beans' and the consumption of jet fuel in the idyllic island
nation of Niue. Utilizing data from Google Trends and the
Energy  Information  Administration,  we  apply  rigorous
statistical  analysis  to unravel  this  enigmatic correlation.
Our  findings reveal  a  striking correlation coefficient  of
0.8814673 and p < 0.01 during the period from 2006 to
2021,  suggesting  a  peculiar  link  between  the  two
seemingly unrelated phenomena. In essence, it seems that
pigs may indeed have a "jet-setting" impact on the island
community,  much  to  the  delight  of  our  porcine  pun
enthusiasts.

1. Introduction

As  the  great  Isaac  Newton  once  said,  "For  every
action, there is an equal and opposite reaction." In
the context  of  our  study,  we could  rephrase it  as,
"For  every  internet  meme,  there  is  a  statistically
significant  connection  to  unexpected  phenomena."
So, what do pork and beans, internet culture, and jet
fuel have in common? It may sound like the setup
for a classic "dad joke," but the data suggests there’s
more to this swine connection than meets the eye.

Speaking  of  dad  jokes,  did  you  hear  about  the
restaurant on the moon? Great food, no atmosphere.
Well,  our  research isn't  about  lunar  cuisine,  but  it
does involve a rather unexpected pairing akin to the
cosmic joke of serving pork and beans next to the
rocket fuel.

Many might  approach the  'pork  and  beans'  meme
with mild amusement, hardly expecting it to lead to
anything weighty or  substantial.  Similarly,  jet  fuel
might  seem like a topic best  left  to engineers and
aviation  enthusiasts,  not  researchers  exploring  the
whimsical  byways  of  internet  culture  and  island
economics.  However,  as  the  saying  goes,  "never
judge a book by its cover," or in this case, a meme
by its lightheartedness.

But  wait,  there's  "meme-age"  brewing!  Our  study
dives  into  the  surprising  correlation  between  the
prevalence  of  the  'pork  and  beans'  meme  and  the
consumption of jet fuel in Niue. While it may seem
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like  a  nonsensical  connection  at  first  glance,  we
assure you, the statistical pudding is in the eating.

Now,  why  did  the  statistician  break  up  with  the
psychologist?  Because  they  weren't  getting  their
correlation  coefficient!  In  all  seriousness,  the
correlation we found was anything but a statistical
joke. Using data from Google Trends and the Energy
Information  Administration,  we  meticulously
scrutinized the fluctuations in meme popularity and
jet fuel consumption over the past decade and a half.

Our findings may seem as unexpected as a vial of jet
fuel  in  a  pigsty,  but  the  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8814673 and p < 0.01 from 2006 to 2021 is  no
fluke. It appears that a relationship, as bizarre as it
may sound, does indeed exist.

With  these  findings,  we  are  not  suggesting  that
memes  have  somehow  diversified  into  swine
aviation or that pigs are secretly fueling the island's
planes. We do, however, highlight the significance of
discerning patterns in seemingly unrelated data, even
if  they prompt a laugh or two along the way.  So,
fasten  your  seatbelts  and  prepare  for  a  flight  of
statistical fancy as we delve into the peculiar pigging
out of data in our porcine pursuit of knowledge.

2. Literature Review

The  connection  between  internet  memes  and
seemingly unrelated phenomena has been a subject
of increasing interest in recent academic studies. In
"Memeonomics:  The  Art  of  Online  Culture"  by
Smith  and Doe,  the  authors  discuss  the  impact  of
memes on consumer behavior and popular culture,
shedding light on the potential influence of internet
memes on societal trends and behaviors. Pigs, puns,
and jet fuel may seem like an unlikely trio, but as
our  study  will  demonstrate,  the  'pork  and  beans'
meme has manifested some unexpected correlations.

Speaking of memes, did you hear about the pig who
shared too many jokes? He became the 'ham' of the
internet! Meme culture, while a lighthearted aspect
of  internet  trends,  has  been  the  subject  of  serious
academic  inquiry.  In  "The  Memeing  of  Life:
Exploring  Internet  Culture"  by  Jones,  the  author
delves into the profound impact of memes on social
dynamics  and  humor,  offering  insight  into  the
intricate  interplay  between  internet  trends  and

societal phenomena. Our study lends an interesting
twist to this field, as we uncover the unanticipated
connection  between  a  popular  meme  and  a  rather
unexpected reality in Niue.

In the world of fiction, books like "Seveneves" by
Neal Stephenson and "The Island of Dr. Moreau" by
H.G.  Wells  have  explored  the  intersection  of
technology,  island  life,  and  unexpected
transformations.  While  not  directly  related  to  our
study,  these  works  offer  imaginative  contexts  that
parallel  the  surprising  correlations  we  have
uncovered.

Now, onto internet phenomena that have captivated
audiences  globally.  The  'pork  and  beans'  meme,
known for its humorous take on everyday situations,
has garnered considerable attention on social media
platforms,  sparking  creative  variations  and
widespread engagement. Similarly, the 'jet fuel can't
melt  steel  beams'  meme  has  sparked  widespread
debate and speculation on the internet, underscoring
the intriguing overlap between internet culture and
real-world  events.  While  seemingly  distinct,  these
memes have become part of the digital tapestry that
our study seeks to unravel in all its whimsical glory.

In  conclusion,  our  study  bridges  the  gap  between
internet  culture  and  unexpected  correlations,
unveiling  the  swine  connection  between  the  'pork
and beans' meme and jet fuel consumption in Niue.
By  integrating  rigorous  statistical  analysis  and  a
touch  of  porcine  punnery,  we  shed  light  on  an
unlikely  relationship  that  defies  conventional
wisdom. As our research demonstrates, there's more
to the world of memes and jet fuel than meets the
eye,  and  perhaps  a  dash  of  humor  can  fuel  the
pursuit of knowledge in unexpected ways.

3. Methodology

To uncover the porky mysteries behind the 'pork and
beans'  meme  and  its  connection  to  jet  fuel
consumption  in  Niue,  we  embarked  on  a  data-
hungry adventure fit for a statistical hog roast. Our
research method may have raised a few eyebrows,
but as the saying goes, there's more than one way to
slice the bacon.

Firstly, we cast our net wide across the digital ocean,
reeling in data from Google Trends to gauge the ebb
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and flow of 'pork and beans' meme popularity from
2006  to  2021.  Our  explanations  for  choosing  this
timespan are as wide-ranging as the dad jokes at a
family reunion, but rest assured, it involved a hearty
portion of number-crunching and trend analysis.

Next, we shifted our focus from the whimsical world
of internet memes to the serious business of jet fuel
consumption in Niue. Channeling our inner aviators,
we  tapped  into  the  Energy  Information
Administration's data to measure the annual usage of
jet fuel in the island's airspace. We wanted to leave
no statistical stone unturned, even if it meant wading
through more data than a pig at a buffet.

Now,  you  might  be  wondering,  what  about  the
research design? Well, we took a quantum leap into
the  realm  of  quasi-experimental  methods,  treating
our variables like old friends at a reunion – treading
carefully but ready to embrace the unexpected. Our
aim  was  to  explore  the  association  between  the
popularity of the 'pork and beans' meme and jet fuel
consumption  while  sidestepping  any  statistical
turbulence  and  reaching  a  conclusion  that  wasn't
hogwash.

Of course, no academic journey would be complete
without facing the wild winds of regression analysis.
We used this statistical tool to unravel the potential
causal relationship between meme prevalence and jet
fuel  usage,  navigating  the  treacherous  currents  of
data with the exactitude of a porcine pilot.

Our  analysis  also  included  a  comprehensive
examination of other potential  variables that  could
influence  both  meme  popularity  and  jet  fuel
consumption, such as social media trends, economic
indicators,  and  even  the  swine  population  on  the
island. We wanted to leave no stone unturned – even
if it meant wading through more data than a pig at a
buffet.

Finally, to ensure the reliability and validity of our
findings,  we  implemented  a  robust  statistical
approach,  employing  a  non-linear  mixed-effects
model  with a Gaussian kernel  and a side order of
robust  standard  errors.  This  allowed  us  to  sift
through  the  statistical  hay  for  that  needle-in-a-
haystack  correlation  between  the  'pork  and  beans'
meme and jet  fuel  consumption,  all  while steering
clear  of  any  statistical  red  herrings  or  pork-barrel
politics.

In a nut(ty)shell, our methodology may have been as
convoluted as a piglet's yarn, but rest assured, each
step was taken with the precision of a squeaky-clean
statistical  runway.  With  our  antennas  tuned to  the
whimsy of internet culture and the steady hum of jet
engines,  we  set  out  to  unravel  the  porky paradox
with a sprinkle of statistical salt and a dash of data
peppered throughout.

4. Results

The  analysis  of  the  data  collected  from  Google
Trends and the Energy Information Administration
yielded  a  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8814673,  with  an  r-squared  value  of  0.7769846
and a remarkable p-value of less than 0.01.  These
robust  statistical  indicators  strongly  support  a
significant relationship between the popularity of the
'pork and beans' meme and the consumption of jet
fuel  in  Niue during the time period from 2006 to
2021.

It seems that the 'pork and beans' meme indeed had
the  ability  to  "jet"  its  way  into  another  realm
altogether,  as  the  data  illuminates  an  unexpected
connection  with  the  island  nation's  jet  fuel
consumption.  This correlation is  as surprising as a
pig learning to fly, and yet the statistical evidence
cannot be ignored. It appears that the appeal of the
meme  and  the  island's  jet  fuel  usage  have  been
moving  in  uncanny  synchrony,  akin  to  a  pair  of
synchronized swimmers performing an unexpected,
but enthralling routine.

Our analysis culminates in a striking scatterplot (Fig.
1),  which visually encapsulates the strong positive
correlation between the two variables. If a picture is
worth  a  thousand  words,  then  this  scatterplot
certainly paints an amusing and intriguing story of
porcine  influence  on  jet  fuel  consumption.  The
correlation depicted in the scatterplot is as clear as a
bacon strip on a sunny morning and is likely to raise
some eyebrows, much like a pig auditioning for an
aviation role.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  findings  uncover  a  correlation
that is as unexpected as finding bacon bits in a jet
engine.  The 'pork and beans'  meme appears  to  be
leaving a conspicuous mark on the island's jet fuel
consumption, creating a porcine puzzle that tickles
our research-driven sense of humor. While we may
not have expected a meme to piggyback its way into
the  world  of  energy  consumption,  the  data
unmistakably points to a captivating relationship that
invites both amusement and further investigation.

5. Discussion

The robust correlation between the popularity of the
'pork and beans' meme and the consumption of jet
fuel  in  Niue has  certainly  piqued our  interest  and
tickled  our  research-driven  sense  of  humor.  Our
findings not only echo the unanticipated connections
explored in prior research but also add a whimsically
porcine twist to the discourse. As we reflect on the
unexpected alignment of these variables, it becomes
clear that there's more to this swine-tale than meets
the eye. It's as surprising as discovering a flying pig
or a piggy bank with wings, and yet the statistical
evidence  resoundingly  supports  this  unlikely
correlation.

The  strong  correlation  we  unearthed  is  no  mere
porky pie; rather, it represents a captivating puzzle
that  invites  both  amusement  and  further
investigation.  It  seems  that  the  'pork  and  beans'
meme has truly taken flight,  carving out  a  unique
connection with Niue's jet fuel consumption that is
both unexpected and statistically significant. It's a bit
like  finding a  pig in  a  blanket,  but  instead,  we've
found  the  influence  of  porcine  humor  on  a
seemingly disparate economic variable. The quirky

coherence  of  these  two  otherwise  unrelated
phenomena  enhances  our  understanding  of  the
unpredictable  interplay between meme culture  and
real-world trends.

As we consider our findings in the context of prior
research, it's clear that this study broadens the scope
of meme influence into uncharted territories, much
like a piglet exploring new frontiers. The 'pork and
beans' meme, known for its playful take on everyday
scenarios, has managed to carve out a niche in the
realm of  jet  fuel  consumption,  suggesting  a  more
nuanced  relationship  between  online  culture  and
economic factors. This poignant link prompts us to
reconsider the role of humor in shaping unexpected
societal  dynamics  and  economic  behaviors,  much
like a pig's snout rooting out hidden treasure.

In essence, our study presents a compelling fusion of
statistics  and  delightful  absurdity,  highlighting  the
intricate web of connections that underlies the world
we inhabit.  This correlation, as whimsical as a pig
wearing  aviator  goggles,  not  only  challenges
conventional  wisdom  but  also  illuminates  the
intricate interplay between humor,  internet  culture,
and economic phenomena. It's a bit like discovering
bacon-flavored  jet  fuel,  a  delightful  surprise  that
challenges our expectations and spurs the pursuit of
knowledge in unexpected ways.

As we continue to unravel the porcine enigma that
underlies  this  correlation,  we  are  reminded  of  the
words  of  wisdom:  "When  pigs  fly,  anything  is
possible."  Our  study,  with  its  peculiar  blend  of
humor  and  empirical  rigor,  underscores  the
delightful and unexpected avenues that arise in the
pursuit of knowledge. In the spirit of exploration and
curiosity,  we  invite  further  investigation  into  the
unlikely  connections  that  abound  in  our  ever-
surprising world. After all,  as every good dad and
researcher knows, it's a boar's world out there, and
we're just living in it.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unearthed a swine-
sational  correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
'pork and beans' meme and the consumption of jet
fuel in Niue. It seems that these seemingly unrelated
phenomena  have  been  flying  in  formation  like  a
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flock  of  jet-propelled  pigs.  Our  findings  are  as
surprising  as  a  pig  who's  taken  up  skydiving  –
unexpected, yet undeniably fascinating.

Our study sheds light on a connection as unexpected
as finding a piggy bank filled with aviation fuel. It
appears that the 'pork and beans' meme is not just a
jest,  but  a  prime  mover  in  the  island's  energy
patterns, showing that the pig's influence may extend
further than we ever imagined. This correlation is as
inexplicable as  finding a jet  engine in  a barnyard,
and yet the statistical evidence stands tall like a pig
on stilts.

But let's not hog the spotlight for too long – it's safe
to say that no more research is needed in this area.
We've delved deep into the  porcine data  pool  and
come out with findings that are as clear as a pig in a
polka-dotted  pen.  So,  until  the  next  unexpected
correlation comes flying by, this one has definitely
taken off.
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