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Abstract

The "Is this a pigeon?" meme has taken the internet by storm, captivating the hearts and minds of
netizens worldwide. In this study, we dive into the quirky world of internet memes and their
unexpected link to the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in Suriname. Using data
from  Google  Trends  and  the  Energy  Information  Administration,  we  present  evidence  of  a
surprisingly strong correlation between the popularity of the meme and LPG usage in Suriname
from 2007 to 2021.  Our findings reveal a correlation coefficient of  0.8577411 and p < 0.01,
raising  fascinating  questions  about  the  influence  of  internet  culture  on  energy  consumption
patterns. Our study sheds light on the unexpected connections that arise in the digital age and
emphasizes the need for interdisciplinary research to unravel the peculiar mysteries of modern
society.

1.  Introduction

INTRODUCTION

    Ah, the delightful and bewildering world of internet memes – where the absurd meets
the  inexplicable,  and  the  nonsensical  becomes  the  norm.  With  an  ever-expanding
repertoire of quirky content, memes continue to captivate and baffle us in equal measure.
Amidst this digital sea of humor and absurdity, one particular meme has emerged as a
peculiar curiosity, stirring the imagination of online denizens across the globe. Yes, you
guessed it – the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme, a marvel of surreal confusion that has left
viewers pondering the very fabric of reality itself.
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    Now, picture this: amidst all the bewildering fascination with this meme, imagine if we
told you there is a connection – yes, a real, statistically significant connection – between
the popularity of this meme and the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in the
enchanting land of Suriname. No, you're not hallucinating – we're diving headfirst into
the  quirky  and  improbable  link  between  online  absurdity  and  energy  consumption.
Buckle up, because the ride just got a whole lot weirder. 

    Our study takes a lighthearted and yet rigorous approach to unraveling this unexpected
correlation.  By  harnessing  the  power  of  Google  Trends  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration's  data,  we  embark  on  a  quest  to  uncover  the  mystical  bond  between
internet culture and the utilization of LPG in Suriname. So, grab your lab coat and your
sense  of  humor,  because  we're  about  to  venture  into  a  domain  where  regression
coefficients and memes collide in a spectacle of statistical singularity. 

    As we present our findings, rest assured that this paper will not only entertain your
scientific  curiosity  but  also  tickle  your  funny  bone  –  because  what  could  be  more
delightfully absurd than the merger of memes and energy data? Stay tuned as we delve
into the "LPG-ic" of the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme and unveil the whimsical connections
that defy all logic and reason – because, in the world of science and memes, sometimes
the zaniest correlations hold the most unsuspecting truths.

2.  Literature Review

Turning our attention to the perplexing correlation between the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme
and  the  consumption  of  liquefied  petroleum  gas  (LPG)  in  the  enchanting  land  of
Suriname, we explore a wide array of scholarly inquiries and literary curiosities that shed
light on this unexpected connection.

Smith  et  al.  (2016)  delved  into  the  intricacies  of  internet  culture  and  its  impact  on
consumer behavior,  offering insight into the mesmerizing sway of online phenomena.
Building  upon  this  foundation,  Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  conducted  a  comprehensive
analysis of energy consumption patterns in Suriname, uncovering surprising fluctuations
that begged further investigation. These scholarly contributions laid the groundwork for
our unorthodox exploration of the LPG-ic dynamics of the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme.

In "The Internet  and Society,"  the authors  highlight  the profound influence of online
content  on  societal  norms  and  trends,  prompting  us  to  consider  the  far-reaching
implications  of  viral  memes  on  seemingly  unrelated  domains.  Additionally,  "Energy
Economics:  Theory  and  Applications"  underscores  the  complexity  of  energy  usage
dynamics,  inciting  us  to  contemplate  the  myriad  factors  that  may  influence  LPG
consumption, no matter how unconventional they may seem.
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The  exploration  of  fictional  works  also  inadvertently  uncovered  a  treasure  trove  of
insights into the enigmatic connections we seek to unravel. "The Hitchhiker's Guide to
the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams, though ostensibly a work of science fiction, offers a
whimsical perspective on the interplay of seemingly disparate elements in the universe.
Similarly, "Catch-22" by Joseph Heller humorously traverses the absurdities of logic and
correlation, beckoning us to approach our research with a healthy dose of skepticism and
humor.

Furthermore,  in  a  rather  unconventional  twist,  the  authors  also  drew  upon  the
unsuspecting wisdom emanating from everyday sources. The backs of shampoo bottles,
with  their  curious  mix  of  inscrutable  instructions  and  quirky  trivia,  proved  to  be
surprisingly illuminating in  our  pursuit  of  the peculiar  and offbeat.  Who would have
thought that a bottle of shampoo could hold the key to unlocking the mysteries of meme-
induced energy consumption correlations?

In this riotous romp through the literature, we found ourselves astounded by the wealth of
unexpected wisdom that pervades both serious scholarly works and the whimsical realms
of fiction and everyday oddities. As our quest for understanding teeters on the brink of
the surreal, we invite our fellow researchers to join us in the joyous pursuit of knowledge,
fueled by intellectual curiosity and a healthy appetite for the ludicrous.

3.  Research Approach

Sample Selection:

Our  research  team embarked  on a  quest  through  the  digital  expanse  of  the  internet,
scavenging for data like noble meme-hunting adventurers. We gathered information from
a multitude of sources, but to maintain some semblance of credibility, we relied on the
almighty  Google  Trends  and  the  Energy  Information  Administration  as  our  primary
repositories. After all, what's more fascinating than the intersection of internet culture and
energy statistics? From 2007 to 2021, we carefully curated a treasure trove of data, sifting
through the digital detritus to uncover the undulating waves of meme popularity and LPG
usage in Suriname.

Data Collection:

Our journey began with a foray into the whimsical world of Google Trends, where we
navigated the treacherous terrain of search interest and meme fervor. We harnessed the
power of search indices and comparative analyses to capture the viridescent zeitgeist of
the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme as it ebbed and flowed through the digital ether. Meanwhile,
our  trusty  companion,  the  Energy  Information  Administration,  provided  us  with  the
tranquil  serenity  of  LPG consumption  data  in  the  peaceful  haven of  Suriname.  Like

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



intrepid explorers of arcane knowledge, we meticulously cataloged these disparate data
streams, preparing to forge a path through the statistical wilderness.

Data Analysis:

Armed with an arsenal of statistical methodologies and a sprinkle of meme-inspired wit,
we set out to unearth the enigmatic relationship between internet absurdity and energy
utilization. We employed the powerful tools of correlation analysis, wielding the Pearson
correlation coefficient with the finesse of a seasoned meme connoisseur. Our findings
were  bolstered  by  the  p-value,  that  elusive  talisman of  statistical  significance,  which
validated the unexpected concordance between meme virality and LPG consumption in
Suriname.  To  ensure  the  robustness  of  our  analysis,  we  also  subjected  our  data  to
regression models, teasing out the intricate dance of variables in this curious tango of
internet whimsy and energy dynamics.

Limitations:

As with any daring expedition into the uncharted realms of statistical  quirkiness,  our
noble quest was not without its challenges. The nature of internet phenomena and energy
trends is fickle, much like a meme that holds its relevance as capriciously as a spring
breeze. Additionally, the complexities of teasing out causation from correlation in this
peculiar  dalliance  of  variables  posed  a  formidable  intellectual  puzzle.  Nevertheless,
armed with a  hearty sense of  humor and a  healthy dose of  statistical  skepticism,  we
navigated these murky waters with the gusto of scientific jesters.

In  conclusion,  our  methodology,  while  lighthearted  and  whimsical,  adhered  to  the
rigorous  standards  of  scientific  inquiry.  We  embraced  the  absurdity  of  our  research
question  with  fervor,  utilizing  the  tools  of  statistical  analysis  to  shed  light  on  the
fascinating fusion of internet culture and energy consumption. So, ready your minds for a
merry  romp  through  the  data-driven  land  of  memes  and  LPG,  where  statistical
significance and surreal humor intertwine in an enchanting dance of discovery.

4.  Findings

RESULTS

Our  analysis  of  the  data  collected  from Google  Trends  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration has unearthed a truly astonishing correlation between the popularity of
the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme and the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in
Suriname  from  2007  to  2021.  The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8577411  suggests  a
remarkably strong relationship between these seemingly disparate phenomena, hinting at
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a connection that defies conventional logic and leaves us marveling at the peculiarities of
human behavior and the internet's influence on real-world activities.

With an r-squared value of 0.7357198, our model explains a substantial portion of the
variance in LPG usage in Suriname, indicating that the popularity of the meme could be a
significant  predictor  of  energy  consumption  patterns  in  this  tropical  paradise.
Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 highlights the statistical significance of the
observed relationship, affirming that this association is not merely a chance occurrence
but a bona fide revelation that warrants further investigation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications of these findings are as intriguing as they are unexpected. Who would
have  thought  that  a  meme  featuring  an  anthropomorphic  butterfly  misidentifying  a
butterfly as a pigeon could have any bearing on LPG usage in a distant South American
country? Yet, our data speaks for itself, painting a vivid picture of the whimsical interplay
between internet culture and real-world phenomena. The figure (Fig. 1) presented below
visually encapsulates the robust correlation we have uncovered, serving as a testament to
the enigmatic dance of memes and energy data.

In conclusion, our investigation into the "LPG-ic" of the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme has
illuminated  a  fascinating  connection  that  transcends  the  boundaries  of  conventional
research inquiries. This discovery prompts us to ponder the often bizarre and unforeseen
ways in which digital culture permeates and impacts the fabric of our daily lives. As we
continue to navigate the ever-changing landscape of internet trends and global dynamics,
let  us embrace the inexplicable with open minds and inquisitive spirits,  for  the most
unlikely correlations may hold the key to unraveling the mysteries that surround us.

5.  Discussion on findings
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Buckle up, fellow scholars, for we are about to embark on a wild and wacky journey
through  the  unexpected  nexus  of  internet  memes  and  energy  consumption  in  our
delightful exploration of the "LPG-ic" of the "Is this a Pigeon?" meme in Suriname!

Our findings not only confirmed but also magnified the quirky revelations of previous
research  that  we  initially  approached  with  an  eyebrow  raised  in  gleeful  skepticism.
Drawing inspiration from the bewildering connections explored by Smith et al. (2016)
and the teasing insights of Doe and Jones (2018),  we dared to take their  unorthodox
musings quite seriously. Lo and behold, our results echoed their sentiments with such
gusto that even the most stodgy statistician would crack a smile.

The correlation coefficient of 0.8577411 that emerged from our data pranced out like a
mischievous  panda  from  a  meme,  affirming  the  strong  bond  between  the  meme's
popularity  and  LPG  usage  in  Suriname.  This  robust  relationship  transcended  the
mundane, dancing through the statistical hoops with an r-squared value of 0.7357198 that
waved its flag proudly, proclaiming, "Behold, for I explain a substantial portion of the
variance in LPG usage in this peculiar paradise!"

And let's not forget the p-value – that gallant warrior of statistical significance – standing
steadfast at less than 0.01, scoffing at chance occurrences and declaring, "I, too, am in on
this meme-orable affair!" As we marveled at the visual testament (Fig. 1) of our findings,
echoes of Douglas Adams' intergalactic absurdities and Joseph Heller's whimsical logic
reverberated through our hallowed halls of academia.

The  implications  of  our  revelatory  findings  extend  beyond  the  delightful  comedy  of
errors that often defines internet culture. They beckon us to embrace the grand mystery of
how digital whimsy weaves its enigmatic threads into the fabric of everyday life, even
shaping  energy  consumption  in  the  lush  landscapes  of  Suriname.  Who  would  have
thought that a perpetually misidentified butterfly could flutter its wings and ruffle the
LPG market in such an unexpected manner?

In light of these findings, we are left with an unwieldy urge to delve deeper into this
treasure trove of eccentric correlation, armed with nothing but boundless curiosity and an
unquenchable  thirst  for  the  ludicrous.  Let's  march  forward,  my  fellow  intrepid
researchers, and unveil the cryptic dance of memes and energy consumption, for in this
delightful  romp,  every  unlikely correlation  may hold  the  key to  unraveling  the great
mysteries that tickle and confound our scientific minds.

6.  Conclusion

In the unlikeliest of research adventures, we found ourselves entrenched in the humorous
and perplexing realm of internet memes, where the enigmatic 'Is this a Pigeon?' meme led
us down a path of statistical  astonishment.  Our offbeat excursion into the correlation
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between  this  quirky  meme  and  LPG  consumption  in  Suriname  has  left  us  with  a
resounding revelation – the wacky world of memes holds surprising sway over energy
usage patterns.

With a correlation coefficient that could rival the bond between peanut butter and jelly
(pun intended!), our findings underscore the inexplicable influence of digital absurdity on
real-world  activities.  Who  would  have  thought  that  a  meme  involving  a  confused
anthropomorphic butterfly would hold such unexpected power over energy trends in the
tropical paradise of Suriname? The statistical dance between internet culture and LPG
consumption  has  unfolded  before  our  very  eyes,  revealing  a  spectacle  of  peculiar
connections that defy traditional logic and elevate the bizarre to the realm of statistical
significance.

As we bid adieu to this whimsical escapade into the 'LPG-ic' of the 'Is this a Pigeon?'
meme, one thing is abundantly clear – the blend of humor and hard data has unveiled a
world  where  statistical  singularity  meets  internet  humor  in  an  unexpected  waltz  of
correlation. At the intersection of science and memes, the most absurd occurrences often
hold  the  most  unsuspecting  truths,  leaving  us  with  a  newfound  appreciation  for  the
quirkiness of the digital age.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry and whimsical wonder, we assert with confidence that no
further research is needed in this area. The 'Is this a Pigeon?' meme has imparted upon us
its amusing wisdom, and the statistical stage has been set for future generations to marvel
at the improbable link between memes and energy data. As we close this chapter, let us
embrace the delightfully  absurd correlations  that  abound in the world of science and
memes, for therein lies the mirthful magic of statistical exploration.
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