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Abstract

This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of the relationship between the widespread appeal
of the "pork and beans" meme and the search interest in the iconic virtual pet, Tamagotchi, using
data from Google Trends. Through rigorous statistical examination, we have established a clear
correlation between the popularity of the meme and the frequency of searches for the virtual pet.
The correlation coefficient of 0.8456087, with p < 0.01, for the period of 2008 to 2023 indicates a
strong positive relationship. Our findings suggest that online trends and digital nostalgia have a
significant impact on user behavior and information retrieval, revealing unexpected connections
between  seemingly  unrelated  cultural  phenomena.  As  we  playfully  delve  into  the  curious
intertwining of pork products and virtual pets,  our research sheds light on the whimsical and
unpredictable nature of internet culture and its influence on search patterns.

1.  Introduction

The internet is a strange and wonderful place, where the peculiar and the profound often
collide in unexpected ways. In this research paper, we meticulously unpack the enigmatic
connection between the "pork and beans" meme and the perennially popular virtual pet,
Tamagotchi. While some may dismiss this correlation as mere happenstance, our findings
reveal  a  surprisingly  robust  association  that  has  perplexed  even  the  most  seasoned
researchers in the field.

The rise of internet memes has transformed the digital landscape, shaping the way we
communicate,  express emotions,  and perpetuate  inside jokes  across  the virtual  realm.
From grumpy cats to dramatic prairie dogs, memes have an uncanny ability to capture the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



collective imagination and propagate like wildfire. The "pork and beans" meme, featuring
a  piglet  nestled  amongst  a  palatable  pile  of  legumes,  has  garnered  its  fair  share  of
attention in the vast meme-scape. Its infectious charm and inexplicable allure have left
many pondering its enduring appeal.

Meanwhile, the Tamagotchi, an electronic pet simulation device that captured the hearts
of  90s  kids  and digital  enthusiasts  alike,  continues  to  cultivate  a  dedicated fan base.
Despite  the  passage  of  time,  this  virtual  pet  persists  in  tantalizing  our  nostalgic
sensibilities,  beckoning  us  to  relive  the  bygone  era  of  pixelated  companionship.  The
unexpected  resurgence  of  interest  in  Tamagotchi  has  raised  eyebrows  and  prompted
inquiries into the factors driving this phenomenon.

Armed with a spirit of curiosity and a penchant for uncovering the peculiar, we embarked
on a quest to unravel the mysteries of internet culture and its influence on user behavior.
As we immersed ourselves in the esoteric world of memes and virtual pets, we found
ourselves pleasantly surprised by the robust correlation between the "pork and beans"
meme and Google searches for Tamagotchi. With statistical rigor and a hint of whimsy,
we set out to demystify this peculiar connection and shed light on the quirky interplay of
online trends and nostalgia.

In the following sections, we delve into the intricacies of our methodology, presenting
our data-driven approach to deciphering this unlikely alliance between pork products and
digital pets. Through rigorous analysis and lighthearted exploration, we invite readers to
join us on this academic escapade into the whimsical realm of internet culture, where
unexpected  correlations  and unlikely  bedfellows  await  their  moment  in  the  scientific
spotlight.

2.  Literature Review

The  notion  of  unexpected  correlations  and  inexplicable  affinities  has  long  intrigued
scholars  across  various  disciplines.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)  illuminated  the  serendipitous
convergence of seemingly unrelated cultural artifacts in their seminal work on "Linguistic
Patterns  in  Internet  Subculture."  The  authors  uncovered  surprising  parallels  between
online memes and traditional modes of linguistic expression, prompting a reevaluation of
the interplay between internet culture and linguistic evolution.

Doe and Jones (2018) further delved into the phenomenon of digital nostalgia and its
impact on contemporary user behavior in "The Psychology of Nostalgia in the Digital
Age." Their comprehensive analysis elucidated the emotional resonance of retro digital
artifacts, revealing how nostalgia shapes consumer preferences and online engagement.
The interweaving of past and present in virtual spaces emerged as a salient theme in their
exploration of digital nostalgia, setting the stage for our investigation into the infectious
appeal of the "pork and beans" meme and its surprising link to Tamagotchi.
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Turning  to  pertinent  non-fiction  works,  "The  Digital  Zeitgeist:  Unraveling  Internet
Mysteries"  by Johnson (2017)  offers  valuable  insights  into  the  enigmatic  currents  of
digital  culture  and  the  whimsical  forces  that  shape  online  phenomena.  From  viral
sensations  to  meme taxonomy,  Johnson's  eclectic  analysis  provides  a  context  for  our
examination of the interwoven fates of the "pork and beans" meme and Tamagotchi.

In  the  realm of  fiction,  the  interplay  of  nostalgia  and  technological  artifacts  finds  a
curious  parallel  in  Murakami's  "Hard-Boiled  Wonderland and the  End of  the  World"
(1985). While the novel's themes extend beyond the digital domain, its imaginative fusion
of disparate elements resonates with the unexpected synthesis we observe in the "pork
and  beans"  meme's  linkage  to  Tamagotchi.  The  whimsy  and  intrigue  of  Murakami's
storytelling  mirror  the  convoluted  charm of  our  research  subject,  inviting  readers  to
ponder the playful confluence of pork and pixels.

Drawing inspiration from the world of games, the classic board game "Mousetrap" offers
a  fitting  portrayal  of  the  complex  mechanisms  underlying  seemingly  incongruous
connections. As players construct elaborate contraptions to capture unsuspecting mice,
the game serves as a metaphor for the intricate interplay of factors driving the correlation
between the "pork and beans" meme and Tamagotchi. Just as the game's whimsical chain
reactions culminate in surprise and delight, our research unravels the convoluted pathway
linking two seemingly unrelated phenomena, yielding a delectable blend of curiosity and
amusement.

As  we  proceed  with  our  investigation,  we  implore  readers  to  embrace  the  spirit  of
whimsy and the allure of the unexpected, for the culmination of our findings promises a
delightful revelation that transcends the conventional bounds of academic inquiry.

3.  Research Approach

To uncover the clandestine link between the "pork and beans" meme and the resurgent
interest in Tamagotchi, we employed a methodological approach that paired empirical
rigor with a touch of digital whimsy. Our research team harnessed the boundless power of
Google  Trends,  a  treasure  trove  of  internet  search  data,  to  embark  on  this  scholarly
adventure into the realm of online curiosities.

We initiated our investigation by casting a wide net across the digital expanse, spanning
the years from 2008 to 2023, to capture the nuanced fluctuations in search patterns and
meme  proliferation.  The  temporal  breadth  of  our  inquiry  allowed  us  to  capture  the
evolution of the "pork and beans" meme and the ebb and flow of virtual pet nostalgia
amidst the ever-shifting tides of internet culture.

Our  data  collection  process  involved  judiciously  monitoring  the  search  interest  for
'Tamagotchi'  and tracking the virality of the "pork and beans" meme through Google

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Trends.  This  meticulous  surveillance  of  virtual  pet  yearnings  and  porky  legume
meanderings bestowed upon us a trove of statistical nuggets, ripe for analysis.

In order to furnish our findings with scholarly gravitas, we subjected the amassed data to
a series of statistical analyses, including correlation coefficients, time series modeling,
and graphical visualizations. The delectable aroma of statistical significance permeated
our research as we uncovered the savory correlations that underpin the interplay between
meme mania and virtual pet fervor.

With the steely gaze of statistical scrutiny and the lighthearted banter of digital discovery,
our research team distilled the essence of this unlikely union between a porcine meme
and a pixelated pet into a coherent narrative of interconnectedness. In the subsequent
section, we proceed to unveil the captivating findings of this empirical escapade, where
the whims of internet culture converge with the precision of scientific inquiry.

4.  Findings

The results of our analysis revealed a notable correlation between the "pork and beans"
meme and Google searches for Tamagotchi, adding a dash of unexpected humor to the
sometimes dry domain of statistical analysis. The correlation coefficient of 0.8456087
indicates  a  strong  positive  relationship  between  the  two  variables,  highlighting  the
intriguing interplay of online trends and digital nostalgia.

Our  findings  suggest  that  the  enduring  appeal  of  the  "pork  and  beans"  meme  has
coincided with increased search interest in Tamagotchi, evoking a delightful serendipity
in the realm of internet culture. The r-squared value of 0.7150542 further underscores the
robustness of this connection, demonstrating that a substantial proportion of the variance
in Tamagotchi searches can be explained by the popularity of the meme.

With  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  our  results  indicate  a  high  level  of  statistical
significance,  affirming the strength of  the observed correlation.  This sturdy statistical
foundation  solidifies  the  unexpected  alliance  between  the  whimsical  world  of  online
memes and the enduring charm of virtual pets, showcasing the quirky and unpredictable
nature of user behavior in the digital domain.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In Figure 1, the scatterplot visually encapsulates the strong correlation between the "pork
and  beans"  meme  and  Google  searches  for  Tamagotchi,  serving  as  a  lighthearted
testament  to  the  whimsical  interconnectedness  of  seemingly  divergent  cultural
phenomena. The scatterplot,  much like a dynamic meme, captures the essence of this
delightful correlation and adds a touch of playful flair to the otherwise serious landscape
of empirical research.

In sum, our results not only confirm the unexpected relationship between the "pork and
beans" meme and Tamagotchi searches but also highlight the unanticipated interplay of
digital nostalgia and internet culture. As we humorously unravel the captivating enigma
of  pork  products  and  virtual  pets,  our  findings  contribute  to  a  more  colorful
understanding  of  the  delightful  and  idiosyncratic  facets  of  online  trends  and  user
behavior.

5.  Discussion on findings

The robust correlation between the "pork and beans" meme and Google searches  for
Tamagotchi highlights the whimsical and enigmatic forces at play in the digital domain.
Our  findings  not  only  substantiate  prior  research  on  the  surprising  convergence  of
seemingly unrelated cultural artifacts, but also add a delectable twist to the often staid
world of statistical analysis. The unanticipated affinity between a digitized porcine dish
and a virtual pet elicits a playful nod to the capricious nature of internet culture, inviting
researchers and enthusiasts alike to savor the delightful absurdity of our interconnected
digital landscape.

Building upon the insights of  Smith et  al.  (2015),  who first  illuminated the uncanny
parallels between online phenomena and traditional linguistic patterns, our study thrusts
into the digital playground to uncover the merry dance of pork-centric humor and virtual
pet nostalgia. Contrary to the conundrum posed in Murakami's "Hard-Boiled Wonderland
and the End of the World" (1985),  where disparate  elements  converge in a  world of
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unfathomable enigma, the fusion of the "pork and beans" meme and Tamagotchi searches
aligns with delightful precision, punctuating the relentless march of digital nostalgia with
an unexpected piggy-like twist.

Doe and Jones (2018) provided a compelling exploration of digital nostalgia's emotive
sway, setting the stage for our foray into the charming rendezvous between a tongue-in-
cheek internet sensation and a beloved virtual pet. Much like the intricate mechanisms of
the classic board game "Mousetrap," our findings unravel the convoluted threads weaving
pork  products  and  pixelated  pets  together,  yielding  a  lighthearted  testament  to  the
whimsical interplay of online phenomena and user behavior.

In contemplating the playful confluence of pork and pixels, our investigation transcends
conventional academic boundaries, beckoning scholars to relish the capricious nature of
digital culture. The scatterplot, a digital testament to our unexpected findings, serves not
only as a visual discriminator of correlation but also as a lighthearted companion in our
scholarly endeavor, injecting a touch of levity into the otherwise somber landscape of
empirical inquiry.

As we pivot to consider the potential implications of our findings, we are met with an
exhilarating tapestry of interconnectivity and amusement. The digital realm, often lauded
for its boundless potential, now stands as a whimsical stage where swine-inspired humor
and  virtual  pet  affection  harmonize  with  improbable  finesse.  With  a  wink  to  the
serendipitous spirit of internet culture, our study beckons researchers and enthusiasts to
savor  the  exuberant,  multilayered  tapestry  of  online  trends  and  user  behavior,
underscoring  the  joyous  unpredictability  that  colors  the  canvas  of  our  interconnected
world.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has revealed a surprisingly robust correlation between the
"pork and beans" meme and Google searches for Tamagotchi, adding a dash of whimsy to
the world of statistical analysis. The almost suspiciously high correlation coefficient of
0.8456087, with a p-value of less than 0.01, suggests that there's more to this delightful
duo than meets the eye. It seems that the interplay of digital nostalgia and internet culture
has conspired to draw attention to the virtual pet, much like a mischievous Tamagotchi
demanding its owner's focus.

Our study has  not  only  illuminated  the  unexpected  bond between pork products  and
digital pets but has also provided a beacon of hope for researchers seeking to inject a bit
of levity into their investigations. As we reflect on the entertaining journey of uncovering
this curious correlation, we can't help but marvel at the capricious nature of online trends
and their ability to unite even the most unlikely of companions.
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As for the future of research in this area, it seems that our work has brought this peculiar
partnership  into  the  limelight,  leaving  little  to  be  probed  further.  In  the  endeavor  to
fathom the delightful and mysterious intertwining of the "pork and beans" meme and
Tamagotchi searches, it appears that our fine-tuned statistical analysis has satisfied the
curiosity  surrounding  this  quirky  correlation.  It  seems  the  time  has  come to  let  this
amusing alliance spark joy among internet denizens without further academic scrutiny.
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