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This study dabbles in the relationship between the popularity of the "dumb ways to
die" meme and the number of electronics engineers in Utah. Through data dredging
from Google Trends and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, a correlation coefficient of
0.9430393 and p < 0.01 for the time period spanning 2006 to 2022 was uncovered.
The findings provoke questions not just about statistical significance, but also the
unexpected  and  eccentric  nature  of  internet  culture's  influence  on  occupational
choices. This paper delivers an electrifying account of a quirky correlation that may
not be a mere fluke, but rather a thought-provoking testament to the fascinating
interplay of internet memes and regional career trends.

The intersection of internet culture and labor
market  trends  has  long  been  a  topic  of
interest for researchers aiming to unravel the
enigmatic  ways in  which the digital  world
permeates the fabric of society. In this paper,
we delve into the dynamic linkage between
the  fervor  surrounding the  "dumb ways to
die" meme and the quantifiable presence of
electronics engineers in the distinctive state
of Utah.

The "dumb ways to die" meme, originating
from the delightfully quirky safety campaign
of  Metro  Trains  in  Melbourne,  captivated
the  global  audience  with  its  catchy  jingle
and whimsical depictions of fatal  mishaps.
Notwithstanding  its  ostensibly  morbid

themes,  the  meme  garnered  widespread
attention and spawned an extensive array of
parodies,  thus  cementing  its  status  as  a
pervasive cultural phenomenon.

Concurrently,  the  state  of  Utah,  renowned
for its  stunning landscapes and burgeoning
tech  industry,  presents  a  captivating
landscape for the discerning observer. With
a burgeoning community of tech enthusiasts
and professionals  alike,  Utah's  appeal  as a
breeding ground for electronics engineers is
undeniable.

These seemingly disparate realms converge
within  the  confines  of  this  study,  as  we
endeavor  to  unravel  the  parallels  between
the  dissemination  of  a  whimsical  online
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sensation  and  the  professional  pursuits  of
individuals  in  the  realm  of  electronics
engineering  in  Utah.  The  unexpected
correlations  that  emerge  from our  analysis
not only spark curiosity but also underscore
the  whimsical  and  capricious  nature  of
online influence on occupational choices.

By  offering  a  lighthearted  but  thorough
exploration of this peculiar association, this
study  contributes  to  a  discerning
understanding  of  the  interplay  between
internet  phenomena  and  regional  career
predilections. We invite the reader to embark
on  this  peculiar  journey  with  us,  as  we
unravel the quirky unison of "dumb ways to
die" and the scholarly pursuit of electronics
engineering in Utah.

Prior research

The  authors  find  that  there  is  a  dearth  of
existing literature that directly examines the
peculiar relationship between the popularity
of  the  "dumb ways to  die"  meme and the
number  of  electronics  engineers  in  Utah.
However, prior research on internet memes
and their societal impact offers insight into
the potential influence of online phenomena
on various aspects of human behavior. Smith
(2015)  delves  into  the  profound  effects  of
viral  memes  on  consumer  behavior,  while
Doe  (2017)  expounds  upon  the  cultural
significance  of  internet  memes  in  shaping
popular discourse.

On a related note, the works of Jones (2019)
shed  light  on  the  psychological  appeal  of
humorous  online  content  and  its  potential
implications for decision-making processes.
Drawing  from  this  body  of  literature,  it
becomes apparent that the allure of internet
memes  transcends  mere  entertainment,

potentially extending its reach into shaping
occupational inclinations and preferences.

In a similar vein, non-fiction works such as
"The Power of Internet Memes" and "Viral
Culture:  How  Memes  and  Trends  Change
the  World"  offer  valuable  perspectives  on
the  pervasive  influence  of  online
phenomena.  These  insightful  analyses
provide a framework for understanding the
broader  implications  of  internet  memes,
laying  the  groundwork  for  exploring  their
impact on professional pursuits and regional
labor dynamics.

Conversely,  fictional  works  such  as  "The
Electric  Engineer's  Guide  to  Internet
Memes"  and  "Utah  Tales:  A  Saga  of
Electronics  and  Eccentricities"  present
imaginative narratives that intricately weave
together  the  realms of  internet  culture and
tech-centric  communities.  While  their
fictitious nature may diverge from the rigors
of  empirical  research,  these  literary  works
stimulate the imagination and underscore the
potential  interconnectedness  of  seemingly
disparate phenomena.

Furthermore,  the present study employs an
unconventional approach to literature review
by  drawing  insights  from  unorthodox
sources,  including  the  back  covers  of
assorted household items and the whimsical
musings  of  internet  forums.  While
unconventional,  this  approach  yields
unexpected  perspectives  that  contribute  to
the  multifaceted  understanding  of  the
interplay  between the  "dumb ways  to  die"
meme  and  the  trajectory  of  electronics
engineering in Utah.

Approach
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The  methodology  employed  in  this  study
aimed to capture the volatile and capricious
nature  of  internet  memes  and  the
quantifiable  metrics  of  occupational  trends
in a manner befitting the mercurial  subject
matter.

Data Collection:

The  collection  of  data  commenced  with  a
comprehensive  exploration  of  the  digital
landscape, utilizing the vast expanse of the
internet  as  our  primary  reservoir  of
information. Google Trends emerged as the
custodian  of  zeitgeist,  providing  a
comprehensive  reflection  of  the  ebbs  and
flows in the popularity of the "dumb ways to
die" meme from 2006 to 2022. The Bureau
of Labor Statistics served as the bedrock for
occupational data, allowing for a discerning
examination  of  the  number  of  electronics
engineers  within  the  confines  of  the
illustrious state of Utah.

Data Processing:

The diverse and eclectic  nature of  internet
data  necessitated  the  deployment  of
sophisticated algorithms and analytical tools
to  distill  the  inherent  volatility  into  a
coherent  and  interpretable  form.  Stringent
quality control measures were implemented
to  filter  out  spurious  correlations  and
coincidental  anomalies,  ensuring  that  the
analysis  remained  grounded  in  robust
statistical foundations.

Statistical Analysis:

A nuanced blend of correlation analyses and
time series  models  formed the cornerstone
of  our  statistical  endeavor.  The  calculated
correlation  coefficient,  unveiling  a
tantalizing  relationship  between the "dumb
ways  to  die"  meme  and  the  count  of
electronics  engineers  in  Utah,  stood  as  a

testament  to  the  unanticipated  interplay
between whimsical internet phenomena and
regional occupational propensities.

Sensitivity Analysis:

A  comprehensive  sensitivity  analysis  was
conducted to scrutinize the resilience of the
observed  correlation  to  perturbations  and
outliers,  ensuring  that  the  relationship
remained robust  in  the face of  unexpected
fluctuations.

Ethical Considerations:

In  compliance  with  ethical  standards,  all
data utilized in this study were sourced from
publicly  available  repositories  and
aggregated  in  a  manner  that  preserved the
anonymity of individuals. The findings were
treated  with  the  utmost  respect,
acknowledging  the  nuanced  interplay  of
internet culture and professional pursuits.

Limitations:

It is imperative to acknowledge the inherent
limitations  of  this  study,  including  the
intrinsic  volatility  of  internet  phenomena
and the potential for confounding variables
that elude quantification. While the observed
correlations  invite  curiosity  and
contemplation,  they  are  by  no  means
indicative of a causal relationship.

Results

The investigation of the correlation between
the  popularity  of  the  "dumb  ways  to  die"
meme  and  the  number  of  electronics
engineers in Utah yielded intriguing results.
The data collected from Google Trends and
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  painted  a
rather unexpected picture, capturing the ebbs
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and flows of both cultural  phenomena and
labor market dynamics.

For the time period spanning 2006 to 2022,
a  remarkably  strong correlation  coefficient
of  0.9430393  was  observed,  with  an  r-
squared  value  of  0.8893232 and a  p-value
less than 0.01. This robust correlation attests
to  a  compelling  relationship  between  the
proliferation  of  the  "dumb  ways  to  die"
meme  and  the  quantity  of  electronics
engineers in Utah. 

To visually encapsulate this correlation, we
present Figure 1, a scatterplot portraying the
unmistakable  alignment  between  the  two
variables.  The  scatterplot  elucidates  the
synchronous  rise  and  fall  of  the  meme's
popularity  and  the  influx  of  electronics
engineers  in  the  distinctive  landscape  of
Utah.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistical significance of the correlation
cannot  be  overlooked,  prompting
contemplation  on  the  underlying
mechanisms  fueling  this  association.  The
findings  provoke  curiosity  not  merely  for
statistical  ponderings  but  also  for  the
whimsical,  capricious,  and  entirely
unexpected  nature  of  this  unanticipated

partnership  between  internet  memes  and
regional career trends.

Discussion of findings

The  findings  of  this  study  reinforce  the
existing  literature  on  internet  memes  and
their  potential  impact  on  societal  and
occupational  phenomena.  In  particular,  the
present investigation aligns with the insights
offered  by  Smith  (2015)  and  Doe  (2017)
regarding  the  profound  effects  of  viral
memes  on  human  behavior.  The  robust
correlation observed between the popularity
of  the  "dumb ways to  die"  meme and the
number  of  electronics  engineers  in  Utah
provides  empirical  support  for  the  notion
that online phenomena can exert a tangible
influence on occupational inclinations.

In a similar vein, the unexpected partnership
between the "dumb ways to die" meme and
the influx of electronics engineers in  Utah
echoes  the  whimsical  narratives  found  in
fictional  works  such  as  "The  Electric
Engineer's  Guide  to  Internet  Memes"  and
"Utah  Tales:  A  Saga  of  Electronics  and
Eccentricities."  While  fictitious  in  nature,
these literary works presciently encapsulate
the  interconnectedness  of  internet  culture
and  technical  communities,  seemingly
anticipating  the  empirical  substantiation  of
such an association.

Furthermore,  the  unconventional  approach
to  literature  review  in  this  study,  drawing
upon unorthodox sources such as the back
covers of household items and the musings
of internet forums, has yielded unexpected
perspectives  that  contribute  to  the
multifaceted understanding of the interplay
between the "dumb ways to die" meme and
the  trajectory of  electronics  engineering  in
Utah.  The  unorthodox  nature  of  these
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sources may have raised eyebrows, but their
unexpected  insights  have  proven  to  be
surprisingly  illuminating  in  shedding  light
on this peculiar correlation.

The  statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient  and  p-value  less  than  0.01
underscore the robustness of the relationship
between  the  meme's  popularity  and  the
presence  of  electronics  engineers  in  Utah.
The synchronous rise and fall of the meme's
popularity  and  the  influx  of  electronics
engineers, as depicted in Figure 1, provides
a visually compelling representation of this
intriguing correlation.

In conclusion, the findings of this study not
only  contribute  to  the  expanding  body  of
research on the influence of internet memes
but  also  underscore  the  whimsical  and
capricious  nature  of  this  unanticipated
partnership  between  internet  memes  and
regional career trends. The unexpected and
eccentric  nature  of  this  correlation  invites
further  exploration  and  contemplation,
highlighting the potential for internet culture
to  exert  a  subtle  but  tangible  influence  on
professional  pursuits  and  regional  labor
dynamics.

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  provided  a
thought-provoking  analysis  of  the  peculiar
association between the "dumb ways to die"
meme  and  the  number  of  electronics
engineers  in  Utah.  The  remarkably  strong
correlation  coefficient  and  statistical
significance  uncovered  between  these
seemingly  disparate  phenomena  invite
further reflection on the whimsical interplay
of  internet  culture  and  regional  career
predilections.  While  the  exact  mechanisms
underlying  this  correlation  remain

speculative, it is evident that the influence of
online phenomena on occupational  choices
extends into unexpected territories.

This  investigation,  with  its  offbeat  subject
matter,  offers  a  lighthearted  yet  insightful
perspective on the dynamic convergence of
internet  memes  and  professional  pursuits.
The alignment between the dissemination of
a whimsical online sensation and the influx
of  electronics  engineers  in  Utah  elicits
curiosity  and  underscores  the  capricious
nature of modern societal influences.

As  researchers,  we  are  left  pondering  the
intricate  ways  in  which  internet  culture
permeates and shapes regional labor market
dynamics. The nuanced interplay of cultural
memes and occupational preferences serves
as a reminder of the unanticipated sources of
influence that guide career decisions in the
digital age. 

In  light  of  these  findings,  further  research
into  the  impact  of  internet  memes  on
regional  occupational  trends  may  yield
additional  quirky  and  unexpected
correlations.  However,  at  this  juncture,  it
seems that no more research on this specific
correlation is needed.

In summary, the methodology applied in this
study sought to encapsulate the enigmatic 
link between the "dumb ways to die" meme 
and the realm of electronics engineering in 
Utah, offering a methodological framework 
that mirrors the whimsical and unexpected 
nature of the subject matter.
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