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Abstract

This  study  presents  a  cross-sectional  analysis  of  the
fascinating  correlation  between  Libertarian  votes  for
Senators  in  Kansas  and  Google  searches  for  'ice  bath.'
Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Google Trends, our research
team  examined  the  period  from  2004  to  2020.
Surprisingly,  our  findings  revealed  a  remarkably strong
correlation coefficient  of  0.9462760 with a  significance
level  of p < 0.01. This unexpected connection begs the
question,  "What  do  libertarians  have  in  common  with
those seeking a frigid plunge?" Our paper delves into this
mysterious  pairing,  offering  insight  into  the  potential
influences on voter behavior and the rather chilling allure
of political choices. Indeed, the results may leave many
pondering  the  depths  of  the  human  psyche  and  the
intriguing intersection of politics and polar pursuits.

1. Introduction

The  intersection  of  politics  and  peculiar  behavior
often yields  unexpected insights.  In this study,  we
explore  the  curious link between Libertarian votes
for Senators in Kansas and Google searches for 'ice
bath.'  The  connection,  or  should  I  say,  the  "cool"
correlation, emerged as a surprising finding during
our examination of political and internet search data.
One cannot help but wonder what chilling appeal an
ice  bath  could  have  in  common  with  political
preferences. As the saying goes, perhaps the frigid
plunge into the world of politics resonates with some
voters on a deeper, more, "sub-zero" level.

The  state  of  Kansas,  known  for  its  plains  and
prairies, might not be the first place that comes to
mind  when  contemplating  the  connection  between
individual political leanings and a desire for an icy
dip.  However,  our  research  reveals  an  intriguing
relationship  that  cannot  be  "frozen"  out  of  the
analysis.  The  question  beckons:  do  Kansan
libertarians  possess  a  penchant  for  both  political
independence and the refreshing embrace of an ice
bath's bracing embrace? One might even venture to
imagine that the political landscape in Kansas is not
the only thing experiencing a "chill."

Before  diving  into  the  analysis,  it's  important  to
"break  the  ice"  and  acknowledge  the  eyebrow-
raising nature of this correlation. At first glance, it
may appear as frosty as the concept of jumping into
a freezing bath voluntarily. Yet, as researchers, it is
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our duty to explore every avenue, even if it leads us
down  an  icy  "slippery  slope."  The  relationship
between  political  choices  and  thermodynamics,  or
should  I  say  "voter-dynamics,"  is  indeed  an
intriguing subject, worthy of scholarly investigation.

Our  study  aims  to  shed  light  on  this  unexpected
connection,  delving  into  the  potential  implications
for  voter  behavior  and  the  broader  societal
implications.  As  we  embark  on  this  frosty
expedition, our findings may provide a window into
the  mysterious  allure  of  political  choices  and  the
"chilling"  motivations  underlying  them.  Let  us
proceed then, as we venture into the sub-zero realm
of analysis, armed with data, statistical methods, and
perhaps  a  mental  blanket  or  two  to  ward  off  the
frosty insights that lie ahead.

2. Literature Review

Examining the connection between Libertarian votes
for Senators in Kansas and Google searches for 'ice
bath'  opens a  Pandora's  box of intriguing research
and academic inquiries. While the initial reaction to
such an association may elicit  a bemused eyebrow
raise,  a  closer  examination  of  related  studies  and
literature paints a broader, yet chilly, landscape.

In "The Political  Behavior of Kansas Citizens" by
Smith  et  al.,  the  authors  find  no  mention  of  any
peculiar  affinity  for  cold  water  immersion  among
Libertarian voters in Kansas. However, a dive into
the  vast  expanse  of  literature  yields  unexpected
connections. Doe's "Voter Psychology and Decision
Making" hints at the role of subconscious metaphors
and associations in influencing political preferences,
but unfortunately fails to dip into the chilly depths of
ice bath symbolism. Jones, in "Google Searches and
Political Sentiment," brings us closer to our topic by
highlighting  the  potential  insights  gleaned  from
online search behaviors, albeit  focusing on a more
conventional range of topics.

Expanding the scope of our review, "Ice Baths and
Their  Therapeutic  Potential"  by  Dr.  Chill,  Dr.
Freeze, and Dr. Frost outlines the physiological and
psychological benefits of submerging oneself in icy
waters.  One  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  this
therapeutic potential extends to the political realm,

offering  a  refreshing  cleanse  from  the  turbulent
waves of partisan debates.

In the realm of fiction, works such as "The Frozen
Frontier: Political Intrigue in Icebound Kansas" and
"Icy Votes: A Chilling Tale of Libertarian Triumph"
provide  a  whimsical  glimpse  into  speculative
connections between cold environments and political
fervor, albeit in a more metaphorical sense.

Movies  too  have  flirted  with  the  idea  of  chilly
elections, as seen in "The Polar Polls" and "Frosted
Franchise:  A  Senatorial  Saga,"  where  political
campaigns  unfold  in  wintry  landscapes,  perhaps
teasing at the underlying correlation we are eager to
unravel.

As  we  immerse  ourselves  in  this  frigid  fusion  of
politics and cold pursuits, we cannot help but marvel
at  the  uncanny  interconnectedness  of  seemingly
disparate realms. The stage set by the confluence of
Libertarian votes and ice bath searches beckons for a
closer  examination  of  the  underlying  motivations,
mechanisms, and appeals at play.

3. Methodology

To  explore  the  enigmatic  relationship  between
Libertarian votes in Kansas and Google searches for
'ice  bath,'  our  research  team embarked on  a  data-
driven odyssey, navigating the vast digital expanse
to  uncover  the  threads  that  bind  these  apparently
unrelated  phenomena.  Our  methodology  for  this
study  encompassed  the  utilization  of  data  from
multiple  reputable  sources,  including  the  MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse,
and Google Trends. We collected data covering the
period  from  2004  to  2020,  casting  a  wide  net  to
capture the ebbs and flows of electoral choices and
frosty inquiries.

Drawing from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab,  we  retrieved  comprehensive  information  on
Libertarian votes cast for Senators in Kansas across
the selected time frame. Leaving no stone unturned,
our team meticulously combed through the data to
ensure  accuracy  and  completeness,  all  while
remaining  wary  of  the  metaphorical  frostbite  that
comes with working with large datasets.
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Concurrently, we delved into the frostbitten world of
Google Trends, with 'ice bath' as our search term of
choice.  By  scrutinizing  the  search  patterns  and
frequencies  over  years,  we sought  to  uncover  any
shivering spikes in interest that might align with the
electoral events in Kansas. The task was not without
its perils, as navigating the slippery slopes of search
engine data mining requires both agility and a good
pair of virtual crampons.

With the data securely harnessed, our next endeavor
involved  the  application  of  statistical  analyses  to
unearth  the  hidden  nuances  within  the  numerical
bedrock.  Employing  correlation  coefficients,
regression models, and other icy statistical tools, we
sought to tease out the strength and significance of
the  link  between  Libertarian  votes  and  frigid
searches.

Our statistical journey was guided by the beacon of
reason and scholarly rigor, ensuring that our analysis
remained  impervious  to  the  chilling  winds  of
speculation.  Each  calculated  parameter  was
scrutinized,  refined,  and  examined  through  the
proverbial  lenses  of  both  "frozen"  objectivity  and
intellectually warm discernment.

In  sum,  our  methodology  encapsulated  a  daring
amalgamation of data wrangling, statistical fortitude,
and  a  healthy  dash  of  curiosity,  all  in  pursuit  of
unraveling  the  peculiar  dance  between  political
inclinations  and  the  allure  of  an  icy  bath.  As
researchers, we embraced the cold with enthusiasm,
recognizing  that  within  the  frosty  depths  of  these
unexpected  connections,  lies  the  potential  to
illuminate new vistas in both politics and individual
pursuits,  proving  once  and  for  all  that  the  icy
embrace of curiosity knows no temperature bounds.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  reveal  a  striking
correlation between Libertarian votes for Senators in
Kansas  and  Google  searches  for  'ice  bath.'  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9462760  indicates  a
robust positive relationship between these seemingly
disparate variables. This strong correlation is further
supported  by  the  r-squared  value  of  0.8954382,
suggesting  that  approximately  89.54%  of  the
variation  in  Google  searches  for  'ice  bath'  can  be

explained by  the  Libertarian votes  for  Senators  in
Kansas.

Figure  1  presents  a  scatterplot  illustrating  the
compelling  correlation  between  the  two  variables,
showcasing the unison of political choices and the
quest  for  a  brisk,  refreshing  dip.  The  data  points
exhibit  a  clear  pattern,  echoing  the  harmony  of
political independence and the invigorating allure of
an ice bath.

The significance level of p < 0.01 underscores the
robustness  of  the  relationship,  indicating  that  the
observed  correlation  is  highly  unlikely  to  have
occurred  by  mere  chance.  This  affirmation  adds
weight  to  the  intriguing  link  between  Kansan
libertarian  voting  behavior  and  the  inclination
towards seeking the bracing embrace of an ice bath.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unexpected relationship prompts reflection on
the  complex  interplay  of  individuals'  political
inclinations and the appeal of submerging oneself in
icy waters.  The findings of this  study impel  us to
contemplate the depths of human behavior and the
unexpected  connections  that  may  lie  beneath  the
surface of political preferences and chilly pursuits.

The implications of this  correlation extend beyond
mere statistical intrigue and delve into the intricate
fabric  of  human  motivations.  As  we  digest  these
results, it becomes evident that every vote cast and
every search typed may indeed hold a frosty secret,
waiting  to  be  thawed  by  the  fires  of  scholarly
inquiry.

Uncovering this correlation has not only shed light
on the curious link between political choices and ice
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bath searches but has also opened the door to further
explorations  of  the  enigmatic  pathways  that  bind
individual  preferences  and societal  dynamics.  It  is
with a sense of wonder and a touch of bemusement
that  we  present  these  results,  inviting  readers  to
ponder  the  unexpected  threads  that  intertwine
politics and polar pursuits.

5. Discussion

The  results  of  our  study  unveil  a  captivating
correlation between Libertarian votes for Senators in
Kansas and Google searches for 'ice bath,' adding a
new  layer  of  intrigue  to  the  complex  tapestry  of
voter behavior. While at first glance, the linking of
political choices with the quest for a refreshingly icy
soak might appear to be as unlikely as a snowstorm
in July, our findings support and extend the existing
literature on the subtle influences shaping political
preferences.

To harken back to our whimsical foray into literary
and cinematic references in the literature review, it is
indeed remarkable  how works of  fiction and film,
such as  "The Frozen Frontier:  Political  Intrigue in
Icebound  Kansas"  and  "The  Polar  Polls,"  while
crafted  in  the  spirit  of  imaginative  storytelling,
inadvertently  touch  upon  the  intersection  of  cold
environments  and  political  fervor.  In  the  vein  of
comedic  happenstance,  reality  seems  to  have
outpaced fiction in revealing this unexpected linkage
between  ice  bath  quests  and  libertarian  voting
tendencies.

Doe's  "Voter  Psychology  and  Decision  Making"
hinted  at  the  role  of  subconscious  metaphors  and
associations in shaping political  preferences,  albeit
without a direct plunge into the chilly depths of ice
bath  symbolism.  Our  results  echo and extend this
theme, suggesting that such subconscious influences
might  indeed  play  a  more  significant  role  than
previously  assumed.  The  chilly  waters  of  voter
behavior,  it  appears,  may  run  deeper  than
anticipated,  inviting  further  investigation  into  the
nuanced interplay of psychological associations and
political choices.

Moving  from  the  realm  of  icy  metaphors  to  the
tangible realm of web searches, Jones's exploration
of  "Google  Searches  and  Political  Sentiment"

provided a bridge to our investigation, underscoring
the value of online search behaviors in uncovering
insights  into  voter  inclinations.  Our  findings
reinforce  and  expand  on  this,  demonstrating  the
potential for unconventional search queries, such as
'ice  bath,'  to  reveal  surprising  connections  to
political preferences. Just as an unexpected ice bath
might  offer  a  bracing  respite  from  the  heat,  our
results offer a refreshing plunge into the unexpected
correlations shaping political landscapes.

In  embracing  the  unexpected  linkage  between
Libertarian votes for Senators in Kansas and Google
searches  for  'ice  bath,'  our  study  not  only
underscores the entwined nature of political choices
and  chilly  pursuits  but  also  hints  at  the
immeasurable depths of human motivation. It is with
both scholarly curiosity and a hint of whimsy that
we extend an invitation for further exploration of the
frigid  frontier  of  political  psychology  and  the
unexpected  chill  that  permeates  the  voting
landscape. After all, in the unconventional terrains of
research,  who  knows  what  frosty  revelations  may
emerge from beneath the surface?

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  connection  between  Libertarian
votes for  Senators in Kansas  and Google searches
for 'ice bath' presents a chilly conundrum that defies
conventional  wisdom.  The  robust  correlation
between  these  seemingly  incongruous  variables
raises eyebrows, along with the question of whether
the call for political independence coincides with a
desire  for  an  invigorating  plunge  into  icy  waters.
This unexpected harmony between political choices
and  thermodynamic  pursuits  challenges  our
understanding  of  voter  behavior  and  human
motivations.

As we wrap up our analysis, it is evident that this
frosty correlation merits further contemplation, puns,
and  all,  leaving  us  with  an  "icy"  uncertainty  that
lingers like a drafty wind. The implications of this
correlation extend far beyond statistical curiosities,
hinting at the enigmatic links that underlie individual
preferences and societal dynamics. While the allure
of an ice bath may seem far removed from the realm
of politics, our findings suggest a surprisingly close
bond, perhaps as inseparable as ice and cold.
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We hope that our study has sparked both academic
interest and a sense of bemusement, much like the
unexpected delight of finding an ice cream truck at
the polar ice caps. However, in the spirit of academic
inquiry,  we  must  acknowledge  that  even the  most
entertaining  correlations  can  reach  a  frosty  end.
Therefore, we assert with the utmost seriousness and
a twinkle in our eye that no more research is needed
in this area. As the saying goes, sometimes it's best
to let a "cool" correlation rest in peace.
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