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Abstract

In this paper, we dive into the creamy world of yogurt consumption and its potential effect on political 
preferences, with a focus on votes for the Republican presidential candidate in the scenic state of West 
Virginia. Utilizing data from the USDA and MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, our 
research team set out to examine the link between yogurt intake and voting behavior from 1990 to 2020. 
To our delight, we uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9252699 and a p-value less than 0.01, 
suggesting a robust relationship. We promise, this paper is no “hocus pocus” – it’s the real “probiotic” 
deal! So, prepare to be “cultured” as we unveil the intriguing findings that may have you pondering: is 
yogurt a symbol of political sourness or just a dairy delicious coincidence? Full disclosure: no yogurt cups 
were harmed in the making of this research.

Copyleft 2024 Elite Science Academy.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Introduction

Yogurt,  the  humble  dairy  product  that  has
captivated  the  taste  buds  of  millions,  has
long been cherished for its creamy texture
and  tangy  flavor.  But  could  this  beloved
probiotic  treat  hold  the  hidden  power  to

sway political allegiances? In our case study
of  West  Virginia,  we embark on a journey
through  the  nutritional  and  political
landscapes, aiming to unravel the enigmatic
connection  between  yogurt  consumption
and  votes  for  the  Republican  presidential
candidate.
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As researchers,  we were initially drawn to
this  peculiar  topic  by  a  combination  of
curiosity, a dash of whimsy, and perhaps a
sprinkle of dairy-induced delirium. After all,
who could resist the temptation to delve into
a  world  where  yogurt  and  politics  collide,
creating  a  canvas  of  intrigue  and
speculation?  Our  investigation,  supported
by data from the USDA, MIT Election Data
and Science Lab,  and Harvard Dataverse,
unveils  a  correlation  so  compelling  that  it
may have you questioning whether  it's  all
just a whimsical "dairy tale".

The state of West Virginia, with its serene
mountains  and  winding  rivers,  provides  a
fitting backdrop for our exploration. With a
rich  history  and  a  diverse  population,  it
offers  a  glimpse  into  the  tapestry  of
America's  political  fabric.  While  one  may
assume  that  the  dairy  aisles  of  grocery
stores  are  far  removed  from  the  ballot
boxes,  our  findings  challenge  such
assumptions  and  reveal  a  correlation
coefficient that beckons us to question the
role  of  yogurt  in  shaping  political
preferences.  Indeed,  it's  an  unexpected
pairing – yogurt and the Republican vote –
but as they say, truth is often stranger than
fiction.

So,  brace  yourself  for  an  academic
adventure that  explores the intersection of
dairy delights and democratic decisions. We
assure  you,  this  investigation  is  no  mere
flight of fancy – it's a rigorous examination
of the "culture" of yogurt  consumption and
its potential  influence on political  leanings.
As  we peel  back  the layers  of  this  "dairy
tale", be prepared to confront questions that
may  have  you  pondering  the  deeper
implications  of  your  next  spoonful  of
probiotic  goodness.  And  fear  not,  dear
reader, for we promise that no yogurt cups
were harmed in the making of this research
– a  testament  to  our  commitment  to  both
scientific inquiry and dairy diplomacy.

In the chapters that follow, we will delve into
the  methodology,  data  analysis,  and,  of

course, the tantalizing findings that promise
to add a touch of "culture" to the discourse
on political  behavior.  Let's  embark on this
savory, yet unexpected, journey through the
yogurt-filled  landscape  of  West  Virginia's
political terrain.

2. Literature Review

The  nexus  between  yogurt  consumption
and  political  allegiance  is  not  merely  a
dalliance of dairy delirium, but a subject that
has piqued the curiosity of researchers from
various academic domains.  Smith et  al.  in
"Yogurt Yields: Exploring the Intersection of
Dairy  and  Democracy"  and  Doe's
comprehensive work "The Curious Case of
Yogurt  and  Republican  Votes"  provide
seminal  investigations  into  this
unconventional  association.  Their  rigorous
analyses lay the groundwork for unraveling
the enigmatic link between yogurt gobbling
and  Republican  vote  wobbling  in  West
Virginia.

Turning  to  non-fiction  accounts,  Pollan's
"The  Omnivore's  Dilemma"  and  Nestle's
"Food  Politics:  How  the  Food  Industry
Influences  Nutrition  and  Health"  offer
intriguing insights into the intricate dynamics
of  food  consumption  and  its  impact  on
societal  phenomena.  As  we  traverse  the
landscape  of  dietary  choices  and  political
inclinations, these works serve as compass
points,  guiding us through the labyrinthine
interplay of tastes and votes.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, Orwell's
"Animal  Farm"  and  Atwood's  "The
Handmaid's Tale" beckon us to contemplate
the  allegorical  dimensions  of  political
symbolism,  albeit  in  settings  far  removed
from  dairy  aisles  and  ballot  boxes.  Such
literary  forays  remind  us  that  truth  often
mirrors fiction, and that the whims of politics
can manifest  in  the unlikeliest  of  places –
perhaps even in the creamy confines of  a
yogurt cup.
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Humbly acknowledging the diverse sources
that inform our inquiry, we must confess to
an  unconventional  approach  to  literature
review  –  one  that  shuns  the  confines  of
traditional journals and scholarly tomes. For,
in  our  relentless  pursuit  of  unearthing  the
unexpected, we sought enlightenment in the
most  unassuming  of  places:  the  hallowed
halls  of  grocery  store  aisles,  where  the
backs of yogurt containers and the labels of
probiotic supplements regaled us with tales
of  nutrition  and,  unsuspectingly,  electoral
proclivities.

Thus,  we  extend  our  gratitude  to  the
scholarly pursuits that paved the way for our
investigation,  while  acknowledging  the
whimsical  detours  that  enriched  our
academic sojourn. With a spoonful of humor
and a dollop of irreverence, we stand poised
to present the findings of our unorthodox yet
illuminating  exploration  –  a  saga  that
promises to demystify the "culture" of yogurt
consumption and its potential  influence on
political leanings.

3. Our approach & methods

The  methodology  employed  in  this  study
aimed  to  navigate  the  labyrinth  of  data
analysis in a manner as smooth and creamy
as a spoonful of Greek yogurt. Our research
team utilized a combination of  quantitative
analysis and a sprinkle of statistical magic
to unearth the potential connection between
yogurt  consumption  and  votes  for  the
Republican  presidential  candidate  in  West
Virginia. 

Data Collection:

To construct our dataset, we embarked on a
virtual  treasure  hunt  across  the  digital
expanse of the internet,  with a magnifying
glass in one hand and a spoonful of yogurt
in the other. We predominantly sourced our
data from the USDA and MIT Election Data
and  Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,
profusely  thanking  the  digital  deities  for

such  bountiful  resources.  We  gathered
information  spanning  the  years  1990  to
2020,  ensuring  a  comprehensive
examination  of  the  yogurt-fed  political
landscape in West Virginia.

Yogurt Consumption Measurement:

Quantifying  yogurt  consumption  proved  to
be  as  challenging  as  trying  to  contain  a
dollop  of  vanilla  yogurt  on  a  turbulent
journey.  Therefore,  we  devised  a  cunning
plan to estimate yogurt intake based on per
capita yogurt sales, production figures, and
consumption trends. We also factored in the
proliferation of frozen yogurt establishments
and the burgeoning popularity of probiotic-
laden  yogurt  drinks,  acknowledging  the
diverse ways in which yogurt has infiltrated
the palates of the West Virginian populace.

Voting Behavior Data:

In  the  realm  of  voting  behavior  data,  we
harnessed the electoral troves from the MIT
Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  capturing
the  electoral  fervor  of  West  Virginians  as
they  cast  their  ballots  in  favor  of  the
Republican presidential candidate. We also
took  into  account  demographic  variables,
socioeconomic  indicators,  and  political
landscapes to ensure a robust analysis that
transcends mere milky correlations.

Statistical Analysis:

Ah,  statistical  analysis  –  the  bread  and
butter of any research endeavor, or in our
case, the yogurt and granola. Our approach
involved  employing  advanced  statistical
methods,  including  correlation  analysis,
regression models, and perhaps a touch of
wishful  thinking.  We  calculated  correlation
coefficients,  p-values,  and  confidence
intervals  with  mathematical  precision,  akin
to crafting the perfect yogurt parfait with just
the right balance of fruit and crunch.

Robustness Checks:

To ensure the robustness of our findings, we
performed  sensitivity  analyses  and
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robustness  checks,  akin  to  scrutinizing  a
batch of yogurt for its texture and tanginess.
We  meticulously  tested  different
specifications  and  model  assumptions,
validating  our  results  to  withstand  the
scrutiny  of  the  most  discerning  palates
within the scientific community.

Ethical Considerations:

As  diligent  researchers,  we  meticulously
adhered to ethical guidelines, ensuring the
utmost respect for data privacy and integrity.
Furthermore,  we  reaffirm  that  no  yogurt
cups were harmed, manipulated, or coerced
in any manner throughout the course of this
study, upholding the fundamental principles
of dairy diplomacy.

4. Results

The  analysis  of  the  data  on  yogurt
consumption and votes for the Republican
presidential  candidate  in  West  Virginia
yielded  some truly  "gouda"  (or  should  we
say "yogur-tastic"?) results. The correlation
coefficient  of  0.9252699  indicated  a
remarkably  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  In  other  words,  as  yogurt
consumption increased, so did the likelihood
of  voting  for  the  Republican  candidate.  It
seems  that  the  power  of  probiotics  may
extend  beyond  the  digestive  system  and
into the realm of political allegiance!

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.8561243  suggested  that  a  substantial
proportion  of  the  variability  in  Republican
votes  can  be  explained  by  changes  in
yogurt consumption. This finding left us in a
state  of  utter  "dairy-wonder",  as  we
marveled at the unexpected convergence of
dairy indulgence and political preferences.

The p-value being less than 0.01 added an
extra  layer  of  assurance  to  our  findings,
indicating  that  this  correlation  is  highly
unlikely to be a fluke. Indeed, the probability
of  such a strong relationship  occurring  by

chance is lower than the likelihood of finding
a  moldy  yogurt  cup  at  the  back  of  the
refrigerator  –  in  other  words,  highly
improbable!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

To visually represent this striking correlation,
we  present  Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot  that
showcases  the  pronounced  association
between yogurt consumption and votes for
the  Republican  presidential  candidate  in
West  Virginia.  The  data  points  align
themselves in a way that might make one
wonder if there's some sort of "yogurt-fueled
magnetic force" at play here.

In summary, our exploration into the dairy-
laden  world  of  yogurt  consumption  and
political  preference  in  West  Virginia  has
uncovered a relationship that is as "udderly"
surprising  as  it  is  thought-provoking.  The
evidence  suggests  that  perhaps  there's
more to yogurt  than meets the spoon – it
could  very  well  be  a  symbol  of  political
affiliation,  a  potential  "culture"  marker,  or
just  a  delightful  coincidence  that  adds  a
whimsical twist to the political palate.

5. Discussion

Our findings not only affirm the captivating
conjectures  of  previous  research  but  also
shed  additional  light  on  the  curiously
captivating  correlation  between  yogurt
consumption and votes for the Republican

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



presidential candidate in West Virginia. The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9252699
in our study mirrors the enchanting insights
of Smith et al. and Doe, who, much like bold
dairy explorers, ventured into the uncharted
territories  of  yogurt-yielding  conservatism.
Just  as  the  cream  rises  to  the  top,  their
seminal investigations laid a foundation for
our own dairy-drenched odyssey, ultimately
leading to the unearthing of this compelling
association.

Now, let's milk every drop of meaning from
these  results.  The  significant  positive
relationship  between  yogurt  intake  and
Republican  votes,  as  evidenced  by  the
prodigious  r-squared  value  of  0.8561243,
aptly aligns with the savory suppositions of
food politics  luminaries  Pollan  and Nestle.
Their  astute  analyses,  much  like  a  well-
aged  cheddar,  have  matured  to  resonate
with the findings of our study, revealing the
intricate  interplay  of  food  preferences  and
political proclivities that permeate the fabric
of societal choices.

In  a  stroke  of  serendipity,  our  results  not
only bolster the aforementioned theories but
also  add  a  flavorful  twist  to  the  narrative.
The  p-value,  akin  to  the  cream  of  the
statistical crop, reinforces the robustness of
our findings, demonstrating a probability so
low that it puts the odds of stumbling upon a
finicky  feline  in  a  dairy  farm  to  shame.
These results, while humorous in their own
right, underscore the serious implications of
the association uncovered.

As we contemplate the implications of  our
study,  one  cannot  help  but  reflect  on  the
whimsical  detours  that  have  enriched  our
academic sojourn, much like the surprising
paths traversed by Orwell's  "Animal Farm"
and Atwood's  "The Handmaid's  Tale."  Our
unconventional  approach  to  literature
review, often laden with puns and jest, has
not only lightened the scholarly burden but
also  led  us  to remarkable  revelations  that
transcend  the  confines  of  traditional
research.

Our exploration has thus unveiled a tale that
stretches beyond the confines of statistical
analyses and dietary preferences – a tale
that  challenges  conventional  notions,
delights the academic palate, and leaves us
pondering the profound influence of yogurt
on the political landscape of West Virginia.
So,  as we bid adieu to this portion of our
dairy-infused  odyssey,  let  us  savor  the
lingering  flavor  of  this  unexpected
connection  and  eagerly  anticipate  the
revelations that await in the next leg of our
scholarly journey.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our findings have churned out
some  unexpected  connections  between
yogurt  consumption  and  political
preferences  in  West  Virginia.  Who  knew
that the creamy, tangy world of yogurt could
have an influence on which way the political
wind  blows?  It  seems  that  the  power  of
probiotics extends beyond the realm of gut
health and delves into the realm of political
allegiances, creating a "culture" clash in the
most unexpected of places.

As we wrap up this "dairy tale" of research,
we  can't  help  but  marvel  at  the  "yogur-
tastic" correlation we've uncovered. It's as if
each  spoonful  of  yogurt  could  be  a  tiny
ballot  in  disguise,  silently  casting  its
influence on the political landscape.

So, what do our findings mean for the future
of  political  campaigning?  Perhaps
candidates  will  start  trading  in  their
campaign  buttons  for  tiny  yogurt  cups,
wooing  voters  with  promises  of  creamy
goodness and tangy persuasion. Or maybe
West  Virginia  will  embrace  a  new  state
slogan: "Wild and Wonderful, Where Yogurt
and Politics Collide!"

In any case, it's clear that there's something
delightfully  unexpected  about  the
relationship between yogurt and Republican
votes  in  West  Virginia.  Our  research  has
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certainly added a heaping scoop of "culture"
to the political discourse, proving that truth
is  indeed  "stranger  than  fiction"  –
particularly when it  involves dairy products
and voting habits.

And  with  that,  we  declare  that  no  more
research  is  needed  in  this  "yogur-tastic"
area. After all, when the yogurt hits the fan,
it's time to scoop up our findings and savor
the unexpected "culture" we've uncovered.

No more research is  needed – the yogurt
has spoken!

Spoonfuls of wisdom and political pondering
await in the creamy world of West Virginia's
political  palette.  Cheers  to  the  Power  of
Probiotics!

In conclusion, the methodology employed in
this study embodied a fusion of scientific 
rigor, statistical acrobatics, and a whimsical 
reverence for the world of dairy delights. In 
the next section, we embark on a flavorful 
journey through the analysis of our findings, 
uncovering the intriguing correlations that 
tantalize the taste buds of academic inquiry.
So, grab your spoons and prepare for a 
creamy confluence of data exploration and 
statistical revelations – this is no ordinary 
"yogurt research," but a dairy-infused 
odyssey through the political palates of 
West Virginia.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


