
Global Innovation University 2024; 71: 316–347
doi 16f.4707a/3644k4849e8879

Review

Rollin' with Nolan: The Impact of the Name Nolan on Republican 
Senators' Votes in South Carolina

Claire Hall, Amelia Turner, Gina P Tompkins

Global Innovation University

Nomenclature plays a pivotal role in shaping societal trends, even in the realm of
politics. This study delves into the curious relationship between the popularity of the
first name Nolan and the voting patterns for Republican senators in the charming
state of South Carolina. Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration
and  the  MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  supplemented  by  the  Harvard
Dataverse,  our  research  team  uncovered  an  intriguing  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9408137.  We  pored  over  data  from  1978  to  2020,  unearthing  a  connection  so
compelling that it's got us feeling more excited than a kid in a candy store. Our
findings reveal a statistically significant relationship, with p < 0.01, sparking ripples
of curiosity and a splash of pun-fueled enthusiasm within the academic community.
As we unravel the intricate web of factors contributing to this curious phenomenon,
we invite readers to join us on this scholarly escapade, where we aim to illuminate
the serious business of political nomenclature with a side of lighthearted, whimsical
musings. So, buckle up and get ready to dive headfirst into the wacky world of name
popularity and political preferences in the Palmetto State!

In  the  realm  of  politics,  the  influence  of
various factors on voting patterns has long
been  a  subject  of  scholarly  scrutiny.
However, amidst the exhaustive analyses of
demographics,  policies,  and  campaign
strategies, there lies an often overlooked yet
undeniably impactful element - the humble
first name. Our study sets out to explore the
intriguing intersection of nomenclature and
political  allegiances,  focusing  specifically
on the correlation between the prevalence of

the  moniker  "Nolan"  and  Republican
senators'  votes  in  the  charming  state  of
South Carolina.

As  we  embark  on  this  whimsical  odyssey
through the world of statistical analysis and
political  nomenclature,  it  becomes
abundantly  clear  that  the  influence  of  a
name can extend far beyond mere semantics.
Harnessing data from the US Social Security
Administration, the MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, and the Harvard Dataverse, our
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research  team has  ventured  into  uncharted
territory,  aiming  to  unravel  the  enigma
surrounding the name "Nolan" and its dance
with Republican votes in the Palmetto State.

The allure of this study lies not only in its
statistical  significance  but  also  in  the
recognition of the often-overlooked role of
nomenclature  in  shaping  societal  trends.
With a correlation coefficient of 0.9408137
and  a  p-value  <  0.01,  our  findings  have
sparked a palatable sense of curiosity within
the academic community, akin to the allure
of  a  freshly  baked  apple  pie  on  a  crisp
autumn day.

In the pursuit of scholarly inquiry, we must
not  shy  away  from  melding  serenity  with
whimsy,  for  it  is  the  unexpected  tangents
and  playful  musings  that  add  a  dash  of
flavor to the otherwise austere landscape of
academic  discourse.  Therefore,  brace
yourselves for a scholarly escapade like no
other, as we unravel the curious symphony
of  political  preferences  and  nomenclature,
with  a  liberal  sprinkling  of  puns  and
witticisms to keep the journey light-hearted
and engaging.

So,  with our  tongues  firmly in  our cheeks
and our statistical tools in hand, let us peel
back the layers of this  electoral  onion and
unearth the captivating correlation between
the name "Nolan" and Republican senators'
votes  in  South  Carolina.  Buckle  up,  dear
reader,  for  we  are  about  to  embark  on  a
rollicking  adventure  through  the  quirky
realm  of  political  nomenclature,  where
names  carry  the  weight  of  votes,  and
statistical  analyses  are  seasoned  with  a
generous pinch of levity.

Prior research

Previous studies have examined the impact
of  various  sociodemographic  factors  on
political preferences, from income levels to
education,  and  even  the  influence  of
regional  cultural  norms.  However,  as  we
wade  into  the  labyrinth  of  electoral
eccentricities,  a rather unorthodox piece of
the puzzle emerges - the first name. Smith et
al. (2017) investigated the influence of first
names  on  political  inclinations,  shedding
light  on  the  subtle  yet  surprisingly
influential role of nomenclature.

Doe  and  Jones  (2015)  delved  into  the
societal  implications  of  names,  uncovering
correlations between given names and career
choices, but this burgeoning field of inquiry
seems  to  have  overlooked  the  delightful
intersection of name popularity and political
affiliation, particularly within the charming
abode of South Carolina.

Venturing  into  the  realm  of  non-fiction
literature,  "Freakonomics"  by  Steven  D.
Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner introduces us
to the captivating world of  unconventional
societal  phenomena,  encouraging  scholarly
minds  to  unravel  the  mysteries  that  lie
beneath  seemingly  inconspicuous  patterns.
Meanwhile,  "Thinking,  Fast  and Slow" by
Daniel  Kahneman  offers  a  compelling
exploration  of  human  decision-making,
urging us to consider the whimsical factors
that underpin our choices, just as the name
Nolan  may  whimsically  sway  political
preferences.

Delving further into the world of fiction, the
enigmatic intrigue of "The Da Vinci Code"
by Dan Brown stimulates our imaginations,
reminding us that beneath the facade of the
ordinary  lies  an  intricate  tapestry  of
underlying  connections  -  much  like  the
charming  allure  of  a  seemingly  ordinary
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name  like  Nolan  exerting  its  influence  on
political landscapes.

As we've traversed the serious and pseudo-
serious,  it's  worth  acknowledging  that  this
paper's narrative is about to take a dramatic,
albeit  humorous,  turn.  In  the  quest  for
scholarly enlightenment,  our research team
delved into an unorthodox array of sources,
including  the  musings  of  Mr.  Bob  at  the
local  diner,  the  elaborately  woven  tales  of
Spaghetti  and  Meatball  recipes  from  a
family  cookbook,  not  to  mention  the
compelling hypotheses derived from ancient
hieroglyphics found at the bottom of a cereal
box.

In  a  particularly  daring  move,  we  even
sought  insights  from  the  cryptic  wisdom
etched upon CVS receipts, where amidst the
mundane details of purchases, lay the untold
secrets  of  political  nomenclature.  While
some  may  scoff  at  our  unconventional
approach,  we  embraced  it  with  the
unyielding  enthusiasm of  a  puppy chasing
its tail, determined to capture the essence of
the Nolan phenomenon in South Carolinian
politics from all conceivable angles.

Stay  tuned,  dear  reader,  for  the  scholarly
journey  ahead  promises  not  only  rigorous
statistical analyses and profound insights but
also a healthy dose of whimsy and mirth to
keep the academic spirit steadfast amid the
maelstrom  of  political  nomenclature  and
quirky correlations.

Approach

Now  that  we've  had  our  fun-filled
introduction, it's time to delve into the nitty-
gritty of how we wrangled the data for this
rollicking  adventure.  Our  approach
combined rigorous statistical analysis with a

dash of whimsy, much like mixing a serious
cup  of  espresso  with  a  sprinkling  of
rainbow-colored  sprinkles.  First,  we
accessed the treasure trove of information at
the  US  Social  Security  Administration,
where we retrieved the popularity rankings
of first names from 1978 to 2020. 

Armed  with  this  vault  of  monikers,  we
unleashed our  data-mining  prowess  on  the
MIT Election Data and Science Lab and the
Harvard  Dataverse,  sifting  through  South
Carolina's  historical  senatorial  election
results.  Sifting  through  these  seemingly
disparate data sets was akin to untangling a
particularly stubborn knot in a garden hose -
an  endeavor  requiring  patience,  keen
attention  to  detail,  and  the  occasional
muttered expletive.

To  gauge  the  correlation  between  the
prevalence  of  the  name  "Nolan"  and
Republican senators' votes, we employed a
combination  of  Pearson  correlation
coefficient  analysis  and  linear  regression
models. These analytical tools acted as our
trusty guides in navigating the labyrinth of
data,  akin  to  a  pair  of  sage  navigators
leading a ship through the tempestuous sea
of statistical intrigue.

It's  worth noting  that  our  journey was not
without  its  obstacles.  We  encountered
missing data points, outliers that stubbornly
refused  to  conform,  and  the  occasional
gremlin  wreaking  havoc  on  our
spreadsheets. Yet, armed with perseverance
and a hefty dose of  caffeinated  beverages,
we  maneuvered  through  these  challenges
and  emerged  victorious  on  the  shores  of
robust and reliable findings.

In  summary,  our  methodology  involved  a
harmonious  marriage  of  data  excavation,
statistical  wizardry,  and  a  sprinkle  of
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perseverance,  with  an  underlying
commitment to uncovering the truth behind
the  quirky  correlation  between  the  name
"Nolan"  and  Republican  senators'  votes  in
South  Carolina.  So,  dear  readers,  steel
yourselves for a journey through the seas of
methodology,  where  statistics  and  whimsy
converge in a grand symphony of scholarly
inquiry.

Results

The analysis of data covering the years 1978
to  2020  revealed  a  striking  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
"Nolan"  and  the  votes  for  Republican
senators in South Carolina. The correlation
coefficient  of  0.9408137  suggests  a
remarkably strong relationship, as if "Nolan"
and  Republican  votes  were  engaged  in  a
waltz  of  statistical  significance,  twirling
around the dance floor of electoral data with
a  grace  that  would  make  even  the  most
seasoned ballroom dancer envious.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8851304  further
solidifies the robustness of this correlation,
indicating that approximately 88.51% of the
variability in Republican votes for senators
in South Carolina can be explained by the
variations  in  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Nolan." It's almost as if the name "Nolan"
has been whispering its political preferences
into  the  ears  of  South  Carolinian  voters,
swaying  their  decisions  with  an  almost
hypnotic charm.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  adds  an
exclamation  point  to  our  discovery,
signifying a level of statistical significance
that would make even the most rigid skeptic
raise an eyebrow in curiosity. The evidence
overwhelmingly  supports  the  notion  that
there is more to a name than meets the eye,

and  in  the  case  of  "Nolan"  and  South
Carolina,  that  name  seems  to  have  a
magnetic  pull  toward  a  particular  political
sentiment.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings are encapsulated in Figure 1, a
scatterplot  that  visually  captures  the  awe-
inspiring correlation between the prevalence
of  the  name  "Nolan"  and  the  Republican
votes  for  senators  in  South  Carolina.  This
plot  graphically  illustrates  the  compelling
connection that our research has unearthed,
akin  to  an  artistic  masterpiece  that  blends
data  points  with  a  touch  of  whimsy  and
intrigue.

As  we  reflect  on  the  implications  of  our
findings,  it  becomes  abundantly  clear  that
the impact of a name can permeate even the
most intricate facets of societal phenomena.
The allure of this correlation is not just in its
statistical robustness but in the quirky charm
of how a seemingly innocuous factor such as
a name can delicately weave its way into the
political fabric of a state. It's like stumbling
upon a hidden gem in a pile of electoral hay,
with the name "Nolan" emerging as a unique
and  captivating  thread  in  the  colorful
tapestry  of  South  Carolina's  political
landscape.
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Discussion of findings

Our  research  has  revealed  a  remarkable
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  "Nolan"  and  the  votes  for
Republican  senators  in  South  Carolina,  a
correlation  so  strong  it's  like  finding  a
needle in a haystack, except in this case, the
needle befriends the haystack and they start
line-dancing together.

Building  on  the  goofily  serious,  albeit
intriguing,  theoretical  underpinnings
explored  in  our  literature  review,  our
findings lend empirical support to the notion
that  names  can  wield  a  surprisingly
influential  sway  over  political  affiliations.
It's as if the quiet, unassuming "Nolan" has
stepped  into  the  limelight  of  sociopolitical
analysis, shimmying its way into the hearts
and minds of South Carolinian voters with
an almost theatrical flair.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9408137  showcases  the  strong  magnetic
pull  that  "Nolan"  exerts  on  Republican
votes, akin to a gravitational force so potent
it pulls voters into its orbit with the charm of
a 1950s crooner. This finding lends credence
to  the  prior  scholarly  endeavors
investigating the subtle yet impactful role of
nomenclature  in  shaping  societal
phenomena,  demonstrating  that  even  a
seemingly innocuous factor like a name can
yield statistically significant insights, much
like  discovering  a  serious  book  hidden
behind a comically illustrated cover.

In  a  nod  to  the  whimsically  lighthearted
musings  of  Levitt  and  Dubner  in
"Freakonomics,"  our  study underscores  the
sheer  delight  in  unraveling  the  enigmatic
connections  between  seemingly  unrelated
variables, resembling the joy of solving an

unexpected  riddle  within  the  labyrinth  of
electoral  data.  The  surprising  correlation
between the name "Nolan" and Republican
votes in South Carolina echoes the playful
spirit of untangling a particularly convoluted
tongue  twister,  where  each  twist  and  turn
leads  to  the  delightful  revelation  behind  a
seemingly ordinary name.

Furthermore,  our  results  reflect  the
sentiment  espoused  by  Kahneman  in
"Thinking,  Fast  and  Slow,"  as  they
exemplify the intricate dance between swift,
intuitive  decision-making  and  deliberate,
analytical  contemplation.  The  compelling
relationship  unveiled  in  our  study  mirrors
the  whimsical  interplay  of  swift  intuition
and  deliberate  reasoning,  much  like
witnessing  a  confluence  of  unexpected
events  that  unfold  with  the  surprising
elegance of a well-executed magic trick.

As we shed light on the vibrant tapestry of
electoral  data  in  South  Carolina,  the
captivating  allure  of  the  name  "Nolan"
emerges as a captivating thread that weaves
its  way  into  the  rich  fabric  of  political
preferences.  This finding affirms that there
is  more  to  a  name  than  mere  letters  and
syllables,  delving  into  the  captivating
interplay  of  individual  nomenclature  and
broader  societal  dynamics.  Just  as  the
mischievous  "Nolan"  seems  to  wield  its
influence  over  Republican  votes  in  South
Carolina,  our  study  leaves  us  with  an
invitation  to  ponder  the  whimsical,
mysterious facets of nomenclature and their
unexpected impact on the intricate dance of
politics.

Conclusion

In closing, our study has shed light on the
captivating  correlation  between  the
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prevalence  of  the  first  name  "Nolan"  and
Republican  senators'  votes  in  South
Carolina.  With  a  correlation  coefficient
resembling  the  strength  of  a  Herculean
handshake, and an r-squared value as robust
as a determined squirrel cracking a nut, our
findings  beckon us  to  ponder  the  sway  of
nomenclature in the realm of politics.

Much like a well-crafted pun, the statistical
significance  of  our  results  cannot  be
ignored. The p-value of less than 0.01 stands
as a beacon of empirical rigor, much like a
lighthouse  guiding  wavering  ships  of
skepticism through  the  tumultuous  seas  of
academic inquiry. The evidence has spoken,
and it whispers the peculiar tale of a name
shaping not only identities but also political
proclivities.

As we gaze upon our scatterplot, it's as if the
data points are engaged in a rhythmic dance,
the  name  "Nolan"  leading  the  Republican
votes in South Carolina with the finesse of a
seasoned ballroom maestro.  It's  a  waltz  of
statistical significance, a tango of tantalizing
correlations  that  beckon  us  to  ponder  the
mysterious  ways  in  which  a  name  can
influence the political landscape.

In  the  spirit  of  scholarly  inquiry,  we must
recognize that sometimes, amidst the austere
academic  discourse,  a  dash  of  whimsical
lightheartedness can add a sprinkle of glee
to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  Indeed,  this
study  has  demonstrated  that  even  in  the
realm  of  politics,  statistical  analyses  and
pun-fueled  witticisms  can  coalesce  into  a
thought-provoking  tapestry  of  scholarly
exploration.

In  conclusion,  the  correlation  between  the
name  "Nolan"  and  Republican  votes  in
South Carolina stands as a testament to the
multifaceted  influence  of  nomenclature  in

shaping societal phenomena. Therefore, with
a  confident  nod and a  touch of  levity,  we
assert that further research in this area is as
unnecessary  as  an  inflatable  dartboard  –
there's  simply  no  need  to  keep  throwing
darts  at  this  peculiar  yet  enlightening
correlation.
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