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DO BIRDS GO WHEN IT RAINS'
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In this study, we investigate the unlikely yet strangely compelling correlation between Democrat 
votes for Senators in the state of Louisiana and Google searches for the existential question, "Where 
do birds go when it rains?" Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard 
Dataverse, and Google Trends, we delved into the intricate relationship between political 
preferences and avian curiosity from 2004 to 2020. Our analysis revealed a remarkably robust 
correlation coefficient of 0.8927391 and p < 0.05, defying conventional expectations with statistical 
significance. Through lighthearted exploration of this whimsical link, we offer a refreshing 
perspective that transcends the conventional boundaries of political and ornithological discourse.

The  field  of  political  science  is  often
characterized by its  rigorous analysis  of
voter  behavior,  policy  impact,  and
coalition  dynamics.  However,  it  is  not
every  day  that  political  scientists  find
themselves  pondering  the  intricacies  of
avian  curiosity  and  meteorological
existentialism.  Yet,  here  we  are,
embarking  on  a  journey  to  explore  the
delightful  yet  perplexing  correlation
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Louisiana  and  Google  searches  for  the
age-old  question,  "Where  do  birds  go
when it rains?"

As researchers, it is our duty to navigate
through  the  maze  of  data  and  uncover
potential  patterns  that  may  capture  the
imagination,  even  if  these  patterns
seemed  improbable  at  first  glance.  Our
study  represents  an  earnest  attempt  to
shed  light  on  a  relationship  that  may
seem as elusive as a bird taking flight in
the  midst  of  a  rainstorm.  Such

unexpected  correlations  often  lead  to
scholarly  amusement  and  provide  an
opportunity to approach serious academic
inquiry with a touch of lightheartedness.

The  state  of  Louisiana,  with  its  rich
political  history  and  diverse  avian
population,  serves  as  an  intriguing
backdrop  for  our  investigation.  Through
the  lens  of  data  analysis  and  statistical
rigor, we aim to reveal whether there is a
substantial  connection  between  the
political preferences of Louisiana citizens
and  their  penchant  for  pondering  the
whereabouts of  feathered friends during
inclement  weather.  Our  approach,  while
unorthodox,  presents  an  opportunity  to
appreciate the unexpected whims of data
and the  delightful  caprices  of  statistical
associations.

At its core, this study embodies the spirit
of scholarly exploration, urging us to peer
beyond the  realm of  traditional  political
analysis  and  venture  into  the  realm  of
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avian  curiosity.  While  such  an endeavor
may raise  a few eyebrows (and perhaps
inspire a few avian puns), it is our hope
that  this  investigation  will  infuse  a
measure  of  levity  into  the  often  sober
realms of political and statistical inquiry.
Through  this  process,  we  aspire  to
encourage  academic  discourse  that
embraces  the  unexpected  and  revels  in
the  serendipitous  findings  that
occasionally  grace  our  research
endeavors.

LITERATURE REVIEW

     In  the  pursuit  of  uncovering  the
enigmatic correlation between Democrat
votes  for  Senators  in  Louisiana  and
Google  searches for  'Where do birds go
when  it  rains,'  researchers  have  delved
into numerous studies that offer valuable
insights  into  the  realms  of  political
behavior and avian curiosity. Smith, in a
seminal  work  on  voter  preferences,
examines  the  complex  interplay  of
demographic factors and party allegiance,
offering  a  comprehensive  analysis  of
political tendencies that resonate with the
intricate  nature  of  our  current  inquiry.
Similarly,  Doe  presents  a  compelling
exploration  of  search  engine  queries,
shedding  light  on the  nuances  of  online
information  retrieval  and the  underlying
motivations that drive individuals to seek
answers  to  existential  avian  quandaries.
The work of Jones further augments this
literature, providing a detailed account of
regional  voting  patterns  and  the
sociopolitical  forces that  shape electoral
outcomes,  thus  contributing  to  our
understanding of  the broader context  in
which our investigation unfolds.

     As the present study embarks on this
unconventional  quest,  it  is  important  to
draw  upon  not  only  the  established
literature  within  political  science  and
information  retrieval  but  also  adjacent
fields that may provide unexpected points
of  connection.  Works  such  as  "The
Political Lives of Dead Bodies" by Street
and  "The  Bird  Way"  by  Ackerman  offer

intriguing  perspectives  on  the
intersection  of  politics  and  the  natural
world, hinting at the delightful confluence
of  themes  that  animate  our  inquiry.
Similarly,  the  insights  gleaned  from
fictitious  accounts,  such  as  "To  Kill  a
Mockingbird"  by  Harper  Lee  and  "The
Pelican  Brief"  by  John  Grisham,  add  a
layer  of  whimsy  that  aligns  with  the
unconventional spirit of our investigation.

     Amidst  the  scholarly  gravitas  that
defines  this  literature  review,  it  is
essential to acknowledge the role of pop
culture phenomena that subtly inform our
understanding  of  the  subjects  at  hand.
Memes such as "Angry Birds" and "Bird
Box"  capture  the  zeitgeist  of  avian
fascination and the unexpected turns that
define  political  discourse,  underscoring
the  serendipitous  nature  of  the
correlation  we  seek  to  elucidate.  In
synthesizing  these  diverse  strands  of
literature, the present study endeavors to
unravel  a  correlation  that  is  as
captivating  as  it  is  improbable,  infusing
academic  inquiry  with  a  touch  of  levity
and intellectual curiosity.

METHODOLOGY

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Louisiana  and  the  peculiar  fascination
with  the  migratory  habits  of  avian
creatures  during  precipitation,  our
research  team  embarked  on  a
methodological  expedition  that  blended
statistical rigor with a sprightly sense of
curiosity.

Data Collection:

We cast our proverbial net far and wide,
scouring  the  digital  landscape  for
relevant  datasets  akin  to  intrepid
birdwatchers seeking out elusive species.
The primary sources of data for this study
were the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab, offering a comprehensive repository
of  electoral  information,  the  Harvard
Dataverse,  which  presented  a  treasure
trove of political data, and Google Trends,
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akin  to  a  virtual  ornithological
observatory  tracking  global  searches  on
avian intrigue. We meticulously gathered
data  spanning  the  years  2004  to  2020,
allowing  for  an  extensive  temporal
panorama  that  encapsulated  multiple
electoral  cycles  and  meteorological
musings.

Extraction and Preprocessing:

With  the  zeal  of  a  bird  of  paradise  in
mating  display,  our  research  team
meticulously  extracted  data  related  to
Democrat votes for Senators in Louisiana
and the frequency of Google searches for
the  phrase  “where  do  birds  go  when  it
rains?”  Our  preprocessing  endeavors
were akin to the meticulous grooming of
plumage,  involving  data  cleansing,
standardization, and the harmonization of
disparate  information  from  the
aforementioned  sources.  This  step  was
vital  to  ensure  the  coherence  and
comparability of our datasets,  much like
the  synchronized  choreography  of  a
murmuration of starlings.

Quantitative Analysis:

Employing  a  suite  of  statistical  tools,
including correlation analysis, regression
models,  and  time  series  analysis,  we
undertook  the  analytical  endeavor  with
the  practiced  precision  of  a  seasoned
ornithologist  identifying  species  through
their  songs.  Through  these  analytical
methods,  we  sought  to  elucidate  the
nuances  of  the  relationship  between
Democrat votes and avian inquisitiveness,
embracing  the  statistical  symphony  that
underpins  the  realm  of  quantitative
inquiry.

Statistical Measures:

The  statistical  terrain  was  meticulously
traversed,  with  the  calculation  of
correlation  coefficients,  p-values,  and
confidence  intervals  akin  to  compasses
guiding our empirical journey through the
labyrinth of data. Each statistical measure
was scrutinized with the diligence of  an
eagle-eyed  scrutineer,  ensuring  that  the

inferential  leaps made were anchored in
robust empirical foundations.

Validation and Sensitivity Analysis:

To fortify the veracity of our findings, we
undertook  validation  and  sensitivity
analyses reminiscent of  field expeditions
in  search  of  rare  avian  sightings.
Sensitivity  analyses,  involving  varying
model  specifications  and  data  subsets,
were carried out to assess the robustness
of  our  results,  akin  to  subjecting  a
hypothesis to varying climatic conditions
to gauge its resilience.

Ethical Considerations:

Adhering  to  the  ethical  canons  of
academic inquiry, we ensured the prudent
handling  and  utilization  of  data,
safeguarding  the  privacy  and
confidentiality  of  individuals represented
in  our  datasets.  Our  ethical  compass
pointed  steadfastly  north,  guiding  our
research  conduct  with  the  cardinal
virtues of integrity and respect.

RESULTS

The statistical analysis yielded intriguing
results,  providing  evidence  of  a
substantial  and  surprisingly  robust
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators  in  Louisiana  and  Google
searches for  the timeless  query,  "Where
do  birds  go  when  it  rains?"  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8927391  and
an  r-squared  value  of  0.7969831
underscore  the  strength  of  the
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate  phenomena.  With  a  p-value  of
less  than  0.05,  our  findings  carry  a
statistical  significance  that  defies
conventional  expectations  and  invites  a
whimsical interpretation.

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually
represents  this  notable  correlation,
depicting the trend of Democrat votes for
Senators  in  Louisiana  alongside  the
fluctuations  in  Google  searches  for  the
contemplative avian inquiry.  The striking
alignment  of  these  data  points  in  the
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scatterplot  serves as a testament  to  the
unexpected  kinship  between  political
preferences  and  the  musings  of  curious
minds pondering the plight of rain-soaked
birds.

The  tenacious  connection  uncovered  in
this  analysis  challenges  preconceived
notions and elicits a playful contemplation
of the confluence of human behavior and
avian  inquisition.  Despite  the  seemingly
incongruous nature of the variables under
scrutiny,  our  findings  compel  us  to
acknowledge  the  enigmatic  interplay
between  political  dynamics  and  the
ethereal  wonderment  of  avifauna amidst
precipitation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  statistical  significance  of  this
correlation,  while  surprising,  opens  the
doors to further interdisciplinary inquiry
and prompts the academic community to
embrace  the  unanticipated  intersections
that animate our scholarly pursuits. This
delightful  juxtaposition  serves  as  a
testament to the beguiling nature of data
and  the  unexpected  insights  that  await
those bold enough to venture beyond the
confines of traditional scholarly inquiry.

In  summary,  our  findings  unveil  an
unlikely  yet  compelling  correlation
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Louisiana  and  Google  searches  for  the
profound pondering of birds in inclement
weather,  enriching  the  academic
landscape with a touch of whimsy and a
newfound appreciation for the delightful
caprices of statistical associations.

DISCUSSION

In this discussion, we embark on a voyage
of  scholarly  inquiry  navigating  the
intriguing  terrain  that  unites  political
proclivities and the existential musings of
avian precipitation. Our findings robustly
corroborate  and  extend  prior  research,
shedding light on the unexpected kinship
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Louisiana and the contemplation of avian
whereabouts during inclement weather.

First  and  foremost,  our  results
corroborate  Smith's  study  on  voter
preferences,  which  recognizes  the
intricate interplay of demographic factors
and  party  allegiance.  The  substantial
correlation  unearthed  in  our  analysis
aligns  with  the  nuanced  complexities  of
political tendencies, suggesting that avian
curiosity  during  rainfall  may  elicit  a
voting  behavior  tied  to  the  Democratic
party. This unexpected linkage transcends
the  traditional  boundaries  of  political
science,  inviting  a  whimsical
interpretation that blends the seriousness
of electoral dynamics with the caprices of
avian pondering.

Furthermore, Doe's exploration of search
engine  queries  takes  on  added
significance in light of our findings, as the
surge in  Google  searches for 'Where do
birds go when it rains?' mirrors the ebbs
and flows of Democrat votes for Senators
in Louisiana. This confluence hints at the
enthralling  dance  between  online
information  retrieval  and  political
inclinations,  underscoring  the
multidimensionality  of  individuals'  quest
for  existential  avian  knowledge.  The
statistical  robustness  of  our  correlation
highlights  the  unanticipated  connections
that  emerge  when  seemingly  unrelated
domains  intersect,  challenging
conventional  expectations  and  inviting  a
lighthearted contemplation of the human
psyche in both political and ornithological
realms.

Moreover,  Jones's elucidation of regional
voting  patterns  and  sociopolitical  forces
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finds  resonance  in  our  findings,  as  the
robust correlation accentuates the role of
geographic dynamics in shaping electoral
outcomes.  The whimsical  coalescence of
political  dynamics  and  avian  curiosity
within  the  Louisiana  context  offers  a
delightful  twist  that  enriches  our
understanding  of  regional  voting
behavior,  underscoring  the  delightful
caprices  of  statistical  associations  that
defy conventional categorizations.

As  we  harken  back  to  the  lighthearted
fervor of "Angry Birds" and "Bird Box," we
are reminded of the delightful confluence
of themes that animate our inquiry.  The
unexpected  correlation  unveiled  in  our
analysis  transcends  the  conventional
boundaries of scholarly inquiry,  injecting
a  touch  of  levity  into  the  academic
discourse  and  prompting  a  whimsical
contemplation of the enigmatic interplay
between  human  behavior  and  avian
inquisition amidst precipitation.

In  conclusion,  our  study  unravels  an
underexplored connection that challenges
scholarly  conventions  and  infuses
academic  inquiry  with  a  newfound
appreciation  for  the  beguiling  nature  of
statistical  associations.  The  delightful
juxtaposition between Democrat votes for
Senators  in  Louisiana  and  Google
searches  for  the  existential  quandary  of
rain-soaked birds serves as a testament to
the  captivating  serendipity  that  awaits
those  daring  enough  to  embrace  the
unorthodox interstices of interdisciplinary
inquiry.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  our  study
illuminate  a  remarkable  correlation
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Louisiana  and  Google  searches  for  the
existential  question,  "Where do birds go
when it rains?" The statistical robustness
of  the  relationship,  with  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8927391  and  p  <  0.05,
thrusts  this  unusual  linkage  into  the
spotlight  of  scholarly  inquiry,  akin  to  a

well-timed  chirp  in  the  midst  of  a  rain
shower.

The unexpected kinship between political
preferences and avian curiosity  prompts
us  to  embrace  the  intricate  tapestry  of
human  behavior  and  the  whimsical
meanderings  of  avian  contemplation.
While  the  connection  between  these
phenomena may seem as surprising as an
unexpected downpour on a sunny day, our
findings provide a refreshing insight into
the  often  unpredictable  entanglements
that  permeate  the  fabric  of  statistical
associations.

As  researchers,  we  stand  poised  at  the
intersection  of  political  science  and
ornithological  inquisitiveness,  beckoning
the academic community  to  cast  off the
doldrums  of  conventional  inquiry  and
embrace  the  serendipitous  marvels  that
emerge from the unlikeliest sources. This
correlation,  while  initially  raising
eyebrows,  has the potential  to inspire  a
renewed  appreciation  for  the  capricious
melodies  of  statistical  inquiry  and  the
uncharted  territories  of  interdisciplinary
exploration.

Our  study  represents  a  whimsical  foray
into  the  uncharted  depths  of  statistical
inquiry,  unearthing  a  correlation  that
defies  conventional  expectations  and
invites  a  playful  reimagining  of  the
intricate dance between political leanings
and avian musings. With a touch of levity
and  a  dash  of  statistical  rigor,  we  have
unveiled  a  correlation  that  meanders
through  the  intellectual  skies  like  a
mischievous bird in flight.

In light of these compelling findings, it is
our  earnest  assertion  that  no  further
research is needed in this area. After all,
some  correlations  are  best  appreciated
with a twinkle in the eye and a nod to the
unpredictable  wonders  of  statistical
serendipity.
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In conclusion, our methodological odyssey
was based on a synthesis of 
methodological acumen and spirited 
curiosity, akin to the harmonious fusion of
scholarly precision and avian vivacity. 
Through this methodological trajectory, 
we endeavored to illuminate the 
fascinating interplay between political 
proclivities and avian contemplations in 
the captivating milieu of Louisiana's 
electoral landscape.
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