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Abstract

In this study, we delve into the unexpected entanglement of U.S. presidential election voting patterns in 
Maine and fossil fuel consumption in The Bahamas. While this research initially seems as unlikely as a 
polar bear in swim trunks, we discovered a surprisingly strong correlation between the two seemingly 
unrelated phenomena. Utilizing data from prominent sources such as MIT Election Data and Science Lab,
Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information Administration, our team set out to connect the dots--or in
this case, the votes and the fuel. Our analysis yielded a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9724069, 
which left us more baffled than a confused penguin in a sandstorm. We also secured a p-value of less 
than 0.01 for the period from 1980 to 2020, indicating that the relationship we've uncovered is definitely 
not just a fluke - unlike the ones you'd find on a Caribbean vacation. The implications of this study, 
although as surprising as finding a mermaid in a Maine lobster trap, cannot be ignored. Our findings hint 
at an intriguing interplay between political inclinations and environmental behavior, showing that the 
connection between voting trends and energy consumption might be as intimate as a seashell and the 
ocean. While the exact causation behind this correlation eludes us for now, our research opens up new 
avenues for exploration, much like a treasure map just waiting to be discovered. In conclusion, our study 
sheds light on an unexpected connection, proving yet again that the world of social and environmental 
dynamics is full of delightful surprises, much like a beachcomber stumbling upon a rare seashell. So next 
time you think about voting or fossil fuels, remember: they may be more interconnected than you think, 
just like a good ol' dad joke and an eye roll.
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1. Introduction

As  we  navigate  the  choppy  waters  of
political  analysis  and  environmental
scrutiny,  it's  often  difficult  to  predict  the
strange and wonderful connections that may
arise.  Just  like  trying  to  figure  out  the
punchline to a dad joke -  you never  quite
know where it's headed.

In the context of U.S. presidential elections,
the state of Maine has often been discussed
for its distinctive voting patterns, not unlike a
lobster  with  a  penchant  for  blueberries  -
surprising,  but  undeniably  ingrained  in  its
nature.  On  the  other  hand,  the  tropical
paradise of The Bahamas is renowned for
its  beautiful  sandy  beaches  and  crystal-
clear  waters,  making  it  seem  light  years
away from the rugged coastlines of Maine.
Yet,  as  we  delved  into  our  research,  we
were about  to uncover a connection more
unexpected  than  a  coconut  falling  from  a
palm tree at the stroke of midnight.

Our  investigation  set  out  to  explore  the
curious link between the votes cast for the
Democrat  presidential  candidate  in  Maine
and the consumption of fossil  fuels in The
Bahamas. This correlation seemed about as
plausible as a flamingo trying to navigate a
blizzard,  but  our  data-driven  approach
unveiled a far more robust association than
we ever anticipated.

As we sifted through the data like a treasure
hunter  on a quest  for  gold doubloons,  we
found  a  remarkably  strong  correlation
coefficient, leaving us scratching our heads
more than a cat with an itch. The statistical
significance of our findings was as clear as
the ocean waters off Nassau, with a p-value
that  said  "this  connection  is  not  just  the
result  of  random  chance"  louder  than  a
conch shell on the beach.

The  implications  of  our  findings  are  as
noteworthy as a sighting of the Loch Ness
Monster  -  they  challenge  conventional

wisdom  and  beckon  us  to  reevaluate  our
understanding of the intricate web of human
behavior and environmental impact. Just as
a  beachgoer  might  stumble  upon  a
message in a bottle,  we stumbled upon a
revelation  that  invites  further  exploration
and consideration.

In  this  paper,  we  present  our  unexpected
findings and invite our esteemed colleagues
to  join  us  in  unpacking  this  uncharted
territory.  After  all,  unraveling the mysteries
of  political  choices  and  environmental
consequences  is  not  unlike  finding  the
perfect dad joke - it requires a keen eye for
the unexpected and an appreciation for the
delightfully absurd.

2. Literature Review

Smith et  al.  (2015)  investigated the voting
patterns  in  Maine  and  established
correlations  with  various  socio-economic
factors,  including education levels,  median
household  income,  and  prevalence  of
blueberry  festivals.  However,  their  study
stopped short of uncovering any connection
to tropical island fuel consumption, leaving a
gap in the scholarship wider than a shark's
grin.

Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  conducted  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  fossil  fuel
consumption in small island nations, delving
into  the  complexities  of  energy
infrastructure, economic dependencies, and
the allure of oceanfront sunsets. While their
work  painted  a  vivid  picture  of  energy
dynamics in the tropics, they failed to make
any reference to a cold northeastern state's
voting preferences, leaving us more puzzled
than a polar bear trying to find a snow cone
stand.

In "The Energy Paradox: From Fossil Fuels
to Solar Power" by Green (2017), the author
explores  the intricate  relationship  between
energy  choices  and environmental  impact,
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shedding light on the complexities of human
behavior  in  the  face  of  climate  change.
While  the  book  is  a  treasure  trove  of
insights,  it  neglects  to  mention  anything
about  the  voting  idiosyncrasies  of  the
people of Maine, leaving us yearning for an
explanation  as  tantalizing  as  a  shell
collector craving a rare conch.

Moving into the realm of fiction, "The Shell
Game" by Ocean (2005) offers a whimsical
tale  of  anthropomorphic  sea  creatures
navigating  the  challenges  of  ocean  life.
Although  it  does  not  directly  touch  on
political  voting  or  fuel  consumption,  the
story's  themes  of  unexpected  connections
and  hidden  truths  resonate  with  our  own
surprising  findings,  much  like  a  crab
appreciating  an  unexpected  clash  of
cymbals.

As we reflect  on childhood influences,  we
recall  the animated series "Captain Planet
and the Planeteers," which instilled in many
a young viewer  a  sense  of  environmental
responsibility.  The iconic show's messages
about the power of collective action and the
importance of  protecting  natural  resources
echo the themes of our study, reminding us
that the ties between human behavior and
environmental  impact  are  as  enduring  as
the  show's  catchy  theme  song  -  perhaps
even with a pun or two.

In  "SpongeBob  SquarePants,"  the
underwater adventures of a sea sponge and
his friends may seem far removed from our
research, but the show's playful exploration
of  marine  life  and  its  ecological  themes
serves  as  a  lighthearted  reminder  of  the
interconnectedness  of  all  living  things.
Moreover,  SpongeBob's  eternal  optimism
and  resilience  in  the  face  of  challenges
inspire  us  to  approach  our  unexpected
findings with a similar buoyant spirit, much
like a yellow sponge in a pineapple under
the  sea  -  unexpected,  but  undeniably
intriguing.

Now, we wade deeper into the waters of our
analysis,  armed  with  a  bevy  of  disparate
sources  that  hint  at  the  entanglement  of
Maine votes and Bahamian fuel use, inviting
us  to  untangle  this  enigmatic  connection
with  the  enthusiasm of  a  marine  biologist
discovering a new species - or a researcher
unearthing a long-buried dad joke.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  tangled  web  of  voter
preferences  and  fossil  fuel  usage,  our
research team embarked on a journey more
perplexing than trying to teach a squid how
to  play  the  trumpet.  Our  primary  data
sources included the MIT Election Data and
Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the
Energy  Information  Administration,  from
which  we  extracted  information  spanning
the years 1980 to 2020 - a time frame more
expansive  than  an  octopus  trying  to
embrace a shoal of fish.

First, we employed a rigorous approach to
collect  and  clean  the  data,  a  process  as
meticulous as a hermit crab rearranging its
collection  of  seashells.  Once  we  had
painstakingly  organized  the  datasets,  we
proceeded to conduct a correlation analysis,
which involved more number-crunching than
a mathematician at a pi-eating contest.

To establish the strength and direction of the
relationship  between  Democrat  votes  in
Maine  and  fossil  fuel  consumption  in  The
Bahamas,  we  utilized  advanced  statistical
methods,  including  the venerable  Pearson
correlation coefficient. This analysis was as
complex as untangling a particularly knotty
fishing  line,  but  with  the  help  of
sophisticated  statistical  software,  we  were
able to navigate these treacherous waters
with relative ease - much like a seasoned
sailor would chart a course through a storm.

Furthermore,  we  employed  time  series
analysis techniques to detect any long-term
trends  in  the  data,  exploring  temporal
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patterns  more  earnestly  than  a  historian
delving  into  ancient  manuscripts.  This
approach  allowed  us  to  uncover  subtle
shifts  in  both  voting  behavior  and  energy
usage, providing insights as unexpected as
finding a toucan in a pine forest.

In addition to these methods, we conducted
robustness checks and sensitivity analyses
to ensure the reliability and stability of our
findings,  procedures more rigorous than a
sandcastle standing up to the incoming tide.
We  also  employed  geographical  mapping
techniques to visually represent the spatial
aspects of our data, creating visualizations
as vibrant as a Caribbean sunset.

Throughout  our  methodology,  we  adhered
to the highest standards of scientific inquiry,
following  protocols  more  diligently  than  a
flamingo  meticulously  grooming  its
plumage.  Our  aim  was  to  unearth  a
connection that, much like a dad joke, elicits
both surprise and amusement,  challenging
conventional  wisdom  and  inspiring  further
investigation.

4. Results

The correlation analysis between the votes
for  the Democrat  presidential  candidate in
Maine  and  the  fossil  fuel  use  in  The
Bahamas revealed a substantial correlation
coefficient  of  0.9724069.  This  correlation
was akin  to finding a connection  between
lobsters and palm trees -  unexpected,  but
undeniably present.

The r-squared value of 0.9455752 indicated
that  a whopping 94.6% of  the variation  in
fossil  fuel  use  in  The  Bahamas  could  be
explained  by  the  votes  cast  for  the
Democrat  candidate in Maine. It  was as if
we  had  stumbled  upon  a  message  in  a
bottle  with  a  clear  explanation  of  this
unusual relationship.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01
confirmed the statistical significance of this
correlation,  more  convincingly  than  a

seagull's  squawk  at  dawn.  This  strong
evidence  allowed  us  to  rule  out  the
possibility of this connection being a mere
fluke, unlike a sand dollar washed up on the
shore.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The results  are  encapsulated in  Figure  1,
which  exhibits  a  scatterplot  illustrating  the
robust  relationship  between  the  two
variables.  The  figure  serves  as  a  visual
testament to the unexpected correlation we
uncovered,  reminiscent  of  a  snapshot
capturing  a  flamingo  in  the  midst  of  a
snowstorm  -  improbable,  yet  undeniably
real.

Overall,  our findings illuminate a surprising
linkage  between  voting  behavior  and
environmental  impact,  challenging
traditional perceptions and opening doors to
further  exploration.  As  we  navigate  these
uncharted  waters  of  research,  we  urge
readers to approach this revelation with the
same sense of wonder as stumbling upon a
perfectly  timed  dad  joke  -  unexpectedly
delightful and worth a good chuckle.

5. Discussion

Our study sought to unravel the enigmatic
connection  between  voting  patterns  in
Maine  and  fossil  fuel  utilization  in  The
Bahamas, and we are pleased to report that
our  findings  revealed  a  robust  correlation.
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This  correlation,  with  a  coefficient  of
0.9724069,  was  stronger  than  the
gravitational pull of a black hole on a pizza
delivery  spaceship  -  a  surprising  and
undeniable force at play.

Our  results  build  upon  the  prior  research
highlighted in the literature review, adding a
new layer of intricacy to the intricate web of
social  and  environmental  dynamics.  The
correlation coefficient  we uncovered aligns
with the work of Smith et al. (2015), which
highlighted  the  multifaceted  influences  on
voting patterns in Maine. It seems that the
allure  of  blueberry  festivals  may  be  more
closely  intertwined  with  fossil  fuel
consumption  in  The  Bahamas  than
previously  imagined,  much  like  the
unexpected  pairing  of  lobster  and  tropical
breezes.

Additionally,  our  findings  support  the
overlooked  connections  hinted  at  by  Doe
and  Jones  (2018),  who  delved  into  the
complexities  of  energy  dynamics  in  small
island nations. It appears that the allure of
oceanfront sunsets and the allure of Maine
voters may indeed share a common thread,
much  like  a  leaked  pirate  treasure  map
leading  to  a  stash  of  unexpected
connections.

Furthermore, our study adds a new twist to
the work of Green (2017), as we uncover a
direct,  albeit  perplexing,  association
between  voting  inclinations  and
environmental  behavior.  The  boisterous
echoes  of  Captain  Planet  and  the
Planeteers become even more poignant as
we  uncover  the  unexpected  interplay
between human choices and environmental
impact - a revelation as surprising as finding
a sand dollar in a Maine snowdrift.

As we unite the scholarly literature with our
own  findings,  the  intertwined  themes  of
environmental  responsibility  and
unexpected connections come into sharper
focus,  much  like  a  masterfully  crafted
sandcastle  on  a  Bahamian  beach.  Our

results  not  only  affirm  the  intriguing
correlations  but  also  emphasize  the  need
for further exploration and rigorous analysis
of this captivating relationship. 

In essence, our study serves as a testament
to the delightful surprises that permeate the
world of social and environmental dynamics,
akin to stumbling upon a perfectly timed dad
joke  -  unexpected,  undeniably  captivating,
and worthy of a hearty chuckle.

I will leave it to you to add a conclusion that
is, no doubt, as satisfying as a dad joke at
the end of a long research paper.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  unveiled  a
correlation  between  the  votes  for  the
Democrat  presidential  candidate  in  Maine
and the fossil fuel use in The Bahamas that
is stronger than the gravitational pull  on a
dad's socks when he mows the lawn. The
substantial  correlation  coefficient  and  r-
squared  value  highlight  the  surprising
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  distant
phenomena,  much  like  realizing  that  a
coconut  and  a  pineapple  are  more  alike
than different - just like a good dad joke and
a groan-worthy punchline.

These  findings  raise  intriguing  questions
about  the intricate dance between political
choices  and  environmental  consequences,
challenging  our  perceptions  in  a  manner
akin  to  realizing  that  a  sea  turtle  and  a
terrapin aren't the same thing. The statistical
significance of our results, expressed in a p-
value  as  clear  as  a  shipwreck  in  shallow
waters, makes it clear that this correlation is
as real as a seashell you find in your pocket
after  a day at  the beach – surprising,  but
definitely not a fluke.

As  we  tie  the  proverbial  bow  on  this
research, we assert with the confidence of a
dad  in  his  favorite  recliner:  no  further
research is needed in this area. Our findings
not only invite us to rethink the connections
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between  political  preferences  and
environmental behavior but also serve as a
reminder  that  sometimes,  the  most
unexpected relationships can be more real
than a unicorn riding a tandem bike.

So,  as  we embark  on  further  studies  and
explorations  in  the  realm  of  social  and
environmental  dynamics,  let's  approach
them with the same sense of anticipation as
waiting  for  the  punchline  of  a  dad  joke  -
because just like a good punchline, the next
fascinating revelation might just be around
the corner.
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