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This study investigates the unexpected and peculiar connection between the voting
patterns  for  the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in  Rhode  Island  and  the
occurrence of automotive recalls for parking brake issues. Utilizing data from the
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the US Department of
Transportation, our research team delved into decades of electoral and automotive
recall records. The analysis revealed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.9545165 and a p-value of less than 0.01, spanning the years 1976 to 2020.  The
findings  of  this  study  shed  light  on  the  curious  relationship  between  political
preferences and parking brake malfunctions, unravelling an intriguing mystery at
the  intersection of  politics  and automotive  engineering.  Grab your popcorn  and
buckle up as we navigate through the unexpected twists and turns of this unique
correlation.

INTRODUCTION

     In the world of empirical research, one
often  stumbles  upon  correlations  that  defy
logic  and expectations.  Some relationships
are  as  clear  as  day,  while  others  are  as
murky as a used car salesman's pitch.  Our
current study delves into the latter category,
bringing  to  the  forefront  a  peculiar  and
unexpected  connection  between  the  voting
patterns  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate  in  Rhode  Island  and  the

occurrence of automotive recalls for parking
brake issues. Yes, you read that right! We are
peering through the political  windshield to
uncover the mysterious signals sent by the
parking brake of all things.

     It is no secret that politics can sometimes
feel like navigating through a minefield, and
apparently, the same holds true for parking
brakes. As researchers, we are driven by a
relentless curiosity to unearth the quirky and
the  bizarre.  We  embarked  on  this  journey
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armed with data from the MIT Election Data
and  Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and
the US Department of Transportation, ready
to uncover the unexpected twists and turns
in this unique correlation.

     Buckle up, dear readers, as we embark on
this  peculiar  journey  at  the  intersection  of
politics  and  automotive  engineering.  It
promises to be a wild ride through the realm
of empirical research, where the only speed
limit  is  the boundaries  of our imagination.
We invite you to join us as we peel back the
layers  of  this  curious  relationship  and
unravel a mystery that is sure to intrigue and
baffle in equal measure.

Prior research

In  the  realm  of  empirical  research,
connections  between  seemingly  disparate
phenomena  have  long  fascinated  scholars.
As we dive into the ostensible link between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate  in  Rhode  Island  and  automotive
recalls  for  parking  brake  issues,  we  are
reminded  of  the  words  of  Smith  and  Doe
(2010), who astutely observed, "Correlations
often  reveal  hidden truths,  lurking beneath
the surface of conventional wisdom."

In  "Election  Data  Analysis:  Unveiling  the
Mysteries  of  Voter  Behavior,"  Smith  and
Doe shed light on the intricate dynamics of
electoral  preferences.  Little  did they  know
that  their  insights  would  foreshadow  our
current  foray  into  uncovering  unexpected
correlations  -  of  both  a  political  and
mechanical nature.

Moving  beyond  the  realm  of  politics,  we
turn  to  the  automotive  industry  and  the
poignant  revelations  of  Jones  (2005)  in
"Vehicle  Recalls:  Uncovering  Safety

Concerns." Jones meticulously documented
the  complexities  of  automotive  recalls,
hinting at underlying patterns that beckoned
for  further  exploration.  Little  did  he
anticipate the whimsical twist that awaited at
the  intersection  of  electoral  ballots  and
parking brake malfunctions.

As  we  cast  our  net  wider,  we  encounter
seminal  works  that,  while  not  directly
related  to  our  peculiar  subject,  offer
tantalizing parallels.  "The Art of Seductive
Sales  Pitches"  by  John  Smith  (2012)
explores  the  craft  of  persuasion,  perhaps
offering  indirect  insights  into  the  allure  of
Libertarian  ideologies  in  Rhode  Island.
Meanwhile,  the  timeless  classic  "Zen  and
the  Art  of  Motorcycle  Maintenance"  by
Robert  M.  Pirsig  (1974)  might  inspire
contemplation on the interconnectedness of
seemingly unrelated systems, much like the
curious connection we seek to unravel.

Venturing further into the realm of fiction,
we  encounter  works  that,  while  not
academic  in  nature,  weave  narratives  that
resonate  with  our  research  pursuits.  "The
Curious  Incident  of  the Dog in the  Night-
time"  by  Mark  Haddon  sends  ripples  of
curiosity,  hinting  at  the  unexpected
revelations  that  lie  beneath  seemingly
mundane occurrences. In a more whimsical
vein, "Alice's Adventures in Wonderland" by
Lewis Carroll playfully taunts us to question
the limits of logic and reason, much like the
unfathomable  correlation  we  seek  to
decipher.

Drawing inspiration from unlikely sources,
our  research  team was  enlightened  by  the
strategic maneuverings and calculated risk-
taking in the board game "Formula D." As
players navigate the twists and turns of the
race  track,  they  face  unforeseen  obstacles
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that  mirror  the  surprising  connections
awaiting discovery in our study.

Armed  with  insights  from  these  diverse
sources,  we  embark  on  an  academic
adventure unlike any other, ready to unravel
the whimsical correlation between political
preferences and parking brake malfunctions
in the ocean state  of Rhode Island.  Fasten
your  seatbelts  -  not  the  parking  brake,
though - for the bumpy but exhilarating ride
that lies ahead.

Approach

To  investigate  the  enigmatic  correlation
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Rhode Island and
automotive recalls for parking brake issues,
our research team employed a combination
of quantitative analysis, data mining, and a
dash of unconventional thinking. After much
deliberation and copious amounts of coffee,
we  arrived  at  a  methodology  that  was  as
robust as a reinforced parking brake and as
flexible as a seasoned political maneuver.

First,  we  obtained  voting  data  for  the
Libertarian presidential candidate in Rhode
Island  from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science Lab. This information served as the
electoral  canvas  upon  which  the  colorful
palette  of  our  analysis  was  to  be  painted.
Next,  we delved into  the  treasure trove  of
automotive  recall  records  from  the  US
Department  of  Transportation,  carefully
sifting through the data as if searching for a
misplaced  parking  brake  manual  in  a
cluttered glove compartment.

The temporal scope of our analysis spanned
from  the  year  1976  to  2020,  capturing
decades of electoral choices and automotive
mishaps. Why this time span, you ask? Well,

we  imagined  it  just  like  test-driving  a
vintage convertible - to truly appreciate the
unique quirks and idiosyncrasies, one must
take  it  for  an  extended  spin  through  the
annals of history.

With the raw data in hand, we performed a
rigorous  statistical  analysis,  akin  to
conducting  a  thorough  inspection  of  an
aging vehicle  before  a  long road trip.  Our
team  employed  sophisticated  econometric
methods,  including  multiple  regression
analysis  and  time  series  techniques,  to
unravel  the  complex  relationship  between
political  preferences  and  parking  brake
recalls.  This  analytical  toolkit  was  as
essential  to  our  investigation  as  a  reliable
wrench is to a seasoned mechanic.

In  order  to  ensure  the  robustness  of  our
findings,  we  also  incorporated  control
variables  such  as  the  overall  electoral
turnout, the average age of vehicles on the
road,  and  the  frequency  of  inclement
weather in the state. We wanted to eliminate
any potential confounding factors that could
skew our results, much like ensuring that an
unexpected  squeak  in  the  engine  is  not
attributed to a loose parking brake.

Our  methodology  can  be  likened  to  a
delicate dance between disparate datasets, a
waltz of electoral numbers and automotive
identifications,  guided  by  the  rhythm  of
statistical  significance  and  the  melody  of
academic  rigor.  By  incorporating  multiple
sources  of  data,  rigorous  analytical
techniques,  and  a  touch  of  good-natured
skepticism,  we  aimed  to  uncover  the
underlying  patterns  in  this  seemingly
improbable correlation.

In conclusion, our methodology was crafted
with  the  precision  of  a  skilled  driver
navigating through a winding road, and the
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resilience  of  a  well-engineered  parking
brake. With this robust framework in place,
we set out to decipher the unexpected and
fascinating  relationship  between  political
choices  and  automotive  malfunctions,  a
journey that promised to be as exhilarating
as  a spontaneous drive down a mysterious
political highway.

Results

Our analysis of the data revealed a striking
correlation between the number of votes for
the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Rhode  Island  and  the  frequency  of
automotive recalls for parking brake issues.
The correlation coefficient of 0.9545165 and
an  r-squared  of  0.9111017  imply  a
remarkably  strong  relationship  between
these  seemingly  disparate  variables.  It
appears  that  political  leanings  and parking
brake  malfunctions  are  entwined  in  a
manner  that  we  are  only  beginning  to
comprehend.

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot illustrating the
robust  correlation  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian presidential candidate in Rhode
Island  and  automotive  recalls  for  parking
brake  issues.  The  scatterplot  showcases  a
clear linear association,  leaving little  room
for  doubt  regarding  the  strength  of  the
relationship.  The  clusters  of  data  points
resemble a tangled web of political intrigue
and  automotive  mishaps,  challenging  our
preconceived notions of cause and effect.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  further
cements  the  statistical  significance  of  this
connection,  leaving  us  no  choice  but  to
acknowledge the unlikely alliance between
political  preferences  and  parking  brake
malfunctions in the Ocean State. It's as if the
voters and the parking brakes have entered

into  a  secret  pact,  operating  in  unison  to
confound  our  expectations  and  leave  us
scratching our heads in bewilderment.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

At  first  glance,  one  might  be  inclined  to
dismiss this correlation as a mere fluke—an
anomaly  in  the  vast  expanse  of  empirical
data. However, the strength and consistency
of  the  relationship  across  the  four-decade
timespan  from  1976  to  2020  cannot  be
overlooked.  The  parking  brake's  covert
allegiance  to  the  political  realm  is  both
confounding  and  captivating,  revealing  a
dimension  of  correlation  that  extends
beyond  the  confines  of  conventional
wisdom.

In summary, our findings are as unexpected
as  they  are  beguiling.  The  connection
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Rhode Island and
automotive recalls for parking brake issues
defies  conventional  logic,  providing  an
intriguing  puzzle  for  researchers  and
enthusiasts alike. This study offers a singular
glimpse into the uncanny interplay between
politics and automotive engineering, inviting
further exploration and contemplation.

The  mystery  deepens,  and  our  adventure
continues  as  we  seek  to  unravel  the
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enigmatic  bond  between  political  choices
and  parking  brake  glitches—truly  an
unexpected turn in  the annals  of empirical
research.

Discussion of findings

The unexpected and peculiar correlation that
we  revealed  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian presidential candidate in Rhode
Island  and  automotive  recalls  for  parking
brake  issues  raises  more  questions  than  it
answers.  As  we  ponder  this  enigmatic
alliance,  it's  worth  harkening  back  to  the
timeless wisdom of Smith and Doe (2010)
about  correlations  unveiling  hidden  truths.
Indeed, our findings have brought to light a
truth stranger than fiction—an unanticipated
kinship between the political inclinations of
Rhode  Islanders  and  the  mechanical
tribulations of their parking brakes.

Moreover,  Jones  (2005)  poignantly
documented the complexities of automotive
recalls,  offering  indirect  insights  into  the
unexpected  synergy  that  our  analysis  has
laid  bare.  Little  did  they  anticipate  the
whimsical  twist  that  awaited  at  the
intersection of electoral ballots and parking
brake  malfunctions.  The  parallels  are
uncanny, and our research has added another
layer  of  intrigue  to  the  narrative  of
automotive  recalls,  merging  it  with  the
fabric of Rhode Island's political landscape.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  and
statistical  significance of  our findings  lend
credence  to  the  peculiar  relationship
between political affiliations and mechanical
glitches.  The  data,  represented  with
compelling clarity in our scatterplot, paints a
picture  of  entwined  destinies  between
political  choices  and  automotive  setbacks.
It's  as if the voters and the parking brakes

have  orchestrated  a  clandestine  dance,
defying  conventional  expectations  and
leaving  us  in  awe  of  their  unlikely
collaboration.

In  traversing  the  bumpy  but  exhilarating
terrain  of  empirical  research,  we  have
stumbled upon a mystery that challenges the
boundaries of traditional understanding. The
question  of  why  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential candidate in Rhode Island seem
to  foreshadow  an  uptick  in  automotive
recalls  for  parking  brake  issues  remains
shrouded in enigma. Perhaps our discovery
serves  as  a  light-hearted  reminder  that
correlation does not equate to causation, but
it  certainly  ignites  curiosity  and  invites
further  exploration  into  the  unexpected
intersections  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.

In  summary,  our  study  has  unearthed  an
unparalleled  dimension  of  correlation  that
transcends the ordinary realms of statistical
analysis.  The  alliance  between  political
preferences and parking brake malfunctions
in the Ocean State stands as a testament to
the  whimsical  and  unpredictable  nature  of
empirical  research.  This  unanticipated  turn
in the annals of academic exploration stands
as  a  humorous  reminder  that  truth  can  be
stranger  than  fiction,  and  that  statistical
analysis,  much  like  Rhode  Island's  voting
patterns, can hold surprising and seemingly
inexplicable twists of fate. As we close this
discussion,  we invite  fellow researchers  to
buckle up and prepare  for  the exhilarating
ride that awaits as we delve deeper into the
mysteries  that  lie  at  the  crossroads  of
electoral  preferences  and  automotive
engineering.

Conclusion
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In  the  grand theater  of  empirical  research,
where  unexpected  correlations  often  steal
the  show,  our  study  has  uncovered  a
relationship  between  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate's  votes  in  Rhode
Island  and  automotive  recalls  for  parking
brake  issues  that  is  as  perplexing  as  it  is
undeniable.  The  statistical  strength  of  the
correlation, with a coefficient resembling a
stubborn parking brake, leaves us no choice
but to acknowledge the bewildering alliance
between  political  preferences  and
automotive malfunctions.

It  seems  that  as  politicians  campaign  and
make  promises,  parking  brakes  silently
conspire  to  assert  their  presence  in  the
political  arena.  Perhaps  we  should  add
"parking brake malfunction" as a choice in
the  ballot  for  the  next  election,  allowing
citizens to cast their votes based on the state
of their vehicles. Just imagine the debates on
whether  to  release  the  brake  or  keep  it
engaged!

While  we  are  tempted  to  dismiss  this
correlation  as  a  mere  anomaly,  the
consistency across decades leaves us with no
handbrake  to  pull  on  our  pursuit  of
understanding. The parking brake, it seems,
has  taken a  literal  and figurative stance in
the  political  landscape  of  Rhode  Island,
reminding  us  that  in  the  labyrinth  of
empirical  data,  surprises  await  us  at  every
turn.

In the spirit of scholarly inquiry, we assert
that no more research is needed in this area.
After all,  some correlations are best left to
baffle  and  mystify  us,  much  like  an
unexpected parking brake engagement while
driving. Let this curious connection between
political  leanings  and  parking  brake
malfunctions remain a delightful enigma in

the  annals  of  empirical  research,  awaiting
enthusiasts  to  ponder  over  its  twists  and
turns.
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