The Journal of Ecological Entanglements
Copyleft 2024 by Institute for Cross-Cultural Environmental Studies
Spuriously published by Tyler Vigen

Vol. 214, No. 16, 2024
ISSN 8583-2381/18/$40.00
PII S1261-4323(4665)8595-7

A Tangled Tale of Two Cities: Unraveling the Air Pollution-Kerosene
Connection Between Kingston and Syria
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This study delves into the fascinating yet unexpected correlation between air pollution
levels in Kingston, New York, and the usage of kerosene in Syria. Leveraging data from the
Environmental Protection Agency and the Energy Information Administration for the
period of 1991 to 2012, our research team found a striking correlation coefficient of
0.8496761 and a p-value of less than 0.01. Our findings shed light on a previously
unnoticed relationship between seemingly disparate regions, giving new meaning to the
phrase "the air we share." This research challenges conventional wisdom and ignites a
fresh perspective on environmental interconnectedness, proving that when it comes to air
quality, what happens in Kingston doesn't necessarily stay in Kingston.

As the smog of curiosity hovers over the scientific
community, we embark on a journey to unravel the
mysterious link between air pollution in Kingston,
New York, and the use of kerosene in Syria. The
connection between these two seemingly unrelated
variables appears to be as enigmatic as a statistical
anomaly at first glance, but as researchers, it is our
duty to dive into the depths of data and emerge with
compelling insights, even if it means wading
through a sea of perplexing correlations and
surprising associations.

One might be inclined to ask, "What has the
charming, picturesque town of Kingston got to do
with the ancient and historically rich land of Syria?"
Well, as it turns out, more than one might expect!
As we plunge into the vast pool of statistical
analysis, we aim to shed light on this
unconventional relationship and examine the
intricate web of factors that bring Kingston and
Syria together in the realm of environmental impact.

While some may think that studying air pollution
and kerosene use is as thrilling as watching paint

dry, we assure you that the pursuit of knowledge is
anything but dull. Armed with our statistical tools
and a healthy dose of scientific curiosity, our
research team embarked on this journey with the
enthusiasm of adventurers and the determination of
intrepid explorers. We are ready to unearth the
buried treasure of correlations, sift through the
sands of data, and emerge with findings that will
leave the world astounded and inspired.

As we delve into this eclectic mix of variables, we
cannot help but appreciate the complexity of our
natural and social systems. The interconnectedness
of our world never ceases to amaze, much like a
complex algebraic equation - just when you think
you've solved for "x," another variable jumps into
the mix, leaving you scratching your head and
reaching for more advanced statistical models.

So, buckle up as we embark on a statistical
rollercoaster through the realms of air quality and
energy consumption. Together, we will navigate
through the twists and turns of correlation,
causation, and perhaps even a few statistical outliers
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that are as unexpected as an algebraic expression
yielding an imaginary number. We invite you to join
us on this intellectually stimulating and data-driven
adventure, where the journey promises to be as eye-
opening as a microscope revealing hidden mysteries
in a drop of water. Let's harness the power of data
and embark on this quest to uncover the truth
behind the enigmatic relationship between air
pollution in Kingston and kerosene use in Syria.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The existing literature offers a wealth of
information and perspectives on air pollution,
energy consumption, and their interconnectedness.
Smith (2015) provides a thorough analysis of the
socio-economic implications of air pollution in
urban environments, demonstrating the wide-
ranging effects on health, economy, and quality of
life. Meanwhile, Doe and Jones (2018) delve into
the intricacies of kerosene usage in developing
nations, shedding light on the challenges and
opportunities associated with this energy source.

However, as we venture deeper into the labyrinth of
academic inquiry, we encounter unexpected
companions on this scholarly odyssey. "Clean Air
and Kerosene: A Comparative Study" by Johnson et
al. (2019) is a beacon of insight, illuminating the
parallels between air quality in industrialized
nations and energy choices in regions with limited
access to modern fuels. This juxtaposition offers a
fresh perspective on the transcontinental dance of
airborne pollutants and the use of kerosene.

Further diversifying our intellectual arsenal, we turn
to non-fiction literature that explores the
intersection of environmental impact and human
behavior. "The Air We Breathe" by Davis (2017)
provides a poignant exploration of the global
ramifications of air pollution, weaving together
tales of resilience and environmental stewardship.
In a similar vein, "Kerosene Chronicles" by Patel
(2016) paints a vivid portrait of energy dynamics in
developing societies, capturing the essence of
necessity-driven resource utilization.

Yet, as scholars, we also draw inspiration from
unexpected sources that stimulate the imagination
and thought. In the realm of fiction, "Cloudy with a
Chance of Kerosene" by Sparkle (2014) offers a
whimsical narrative that sparks contemplation about
the whims and fancies of atmospheric interactions.
Conversely, "The Polluted Princess" by Stone
(2015) captures the essence of environmental
degradation and the quest for cleaner air, infusing a
thought-provoking blend of fantasy and reality.

As we navigate the multifaceted landscape of
knowledge, it is imperative not to overlook the
insights gleaned from childhood tales and animated
adventures. The animated series "Kerosene Quest"
and the classic children's book "The Pollution
Puzzler" serve as reminders of the timeless lessons
embedded in storytelling. Through these
unconventional lenses, we are reminded that the
quest for understanding transcends the boundaries
of age and genre, intertwining valuable lessons with
the charm of artistic expression.

In the spirit of scholarly curiosity, let us embrace
the diversity of intellectual influences and embark
on this expedition of discovery with an open mind
and a hint of whimsy. The journey ahead promises
to unravel the enigmatic tapestry of air pollution in
Kingston and kerosene use in Syria, demonstrating
that academic pursuit can be as enthralling as
unearthing buried treasure in a sea of data.

METHODOLOGY

To untangle the web of complexities surrounding
the relationship between air pollution in Kingston,
New York, and kerosene usage in Syria, our
research team utilized a mix of traditional statistical
methods and a dash of unconventional flair. While
some may argue that studying the connection
between these variables is as unusual as finding a
unicorn in a data set, we believe that embracing the
unexpected can lead to groundbreaking discoveries.

Data Collection:
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We harnessed the power of the internet to gather a
plethora of information, akin to a digital treasure
hunt. The primary sources of our data were the
Environmental Protection Agency and the Energy
Information Administration. As any seasoned
researcher knows, navigating these virtual
landscapes requires a keen eye for valid sources and
a knack for distinguishing credible data from
statistical myths and mathematical legends.

Statistical Analysis:

With our data in hand, we embarked on a statistical
journey that would make even the most ardent
thrill-seeker envious. We employed a range of
statistical techniques, including correlation analysis,
regression modeling, and time-series analysis. It
was like conducting a symphony of statistical
wizardry, where each method played a crucial role
in unraveling the melodic relationship between air
pollution and kerosene usage.

Correlation and Causation:

As we dove into the depths of correlation, we
remained vigilant against the sirens of spurious
relationships and confounding variables. With a
correlation coefficient of 0.8496761 glimmering
like a statistical gem, we pounced on the
opportunity to examine the strength of the
relationship between our variables. However, we
also remained wary of mistaking correlation for
causation, understanding that causation can be as
elusive as a statistical chimera in the wilds of
research.

Time-Series Analysis:

To capture the dynamic nature of our variables over
time, we delved into the realm of time-series
analysis. Much like unraveling the twists and turns
of a detective novel, we scrutinized the temporal
patterns of air pollution in Kingston and the ebb and
flow of kerosene usage in Syria. This method
allowed us to decipher the underlying narrative of
how these variables danced through the annals of
time, revealing insights that were as captivating as a
statistical page-turner.

Outliers and Robustness Checks:

In the Ilabyrinth of statistical analysis, we
encountered a few outliers that could rival the most
unexpected plot twists in a research saga. Through
robustness checks and sensitivity analyses, we
ensured that our findings remained resilient against
the whims of statistical anomalies and outliers,
providing a robust foundation for our conclusions.

In summary, our methodology blended the rigors of
traditional statistical analysis with the excitement of
uncovering unexpected connections. Our journey
through data landscapes and statistical terrains
revealed a correlation as captivating as a
serendipitous discovery in the wvast universe of
research. With our methodology as our compass, we
navigated through the statistical wilderness,
ultimately shedding light on the intricate
relationship between air pollution in Kingston and
kerosene usage in Syria.

RESULTS

In conducting the statistical analysis to unravel the
intertwined fate of air pollution in Kingston, New
York, and the consumption of kerosene in Syria, we
unearthed a remarkable correlation coefficient of
0.8496761. This finding, paired with an r-squared
value of 0.7219494 and a p-value less than 0.01,
leaves one marveling at this unexpected dance of
data.

Fig. 1 showcases a scatterplot that vividly illustrates
the strong correlation between these seemingly
distant variables. It's as if the data points themselves
are shouting, "We're all in this atmospheric soup
together!"

The strength of this correlation is as striking as
uncovering a diamond in the rough - a true
statistical gem. It prompts us to question whether
there might be an unseen connection between the
fumes in Kingston and the burning of the midnight
oil — or rather, the midnight kerosene — in Syria.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This finding has sent shockwaves through the
academic community, akin to the surprise of
discovering an unexpected statistical outlier lurking
within the dataset. It serves as a quirky yet thought-
provoking reminder that in the realm of statistics,
there's often more than meets the eye — just like
peeling back the layers of an onion and discovering
that the core is not what you anticipated.

In conclusion, our research has uncovered a
fascinating and robust relationship between air
pollution in Kingston and the use of kerosene in
Syria. The statistical evidence points to an intricate
interplay between these variables, reminding us that
in the world of research, correlations can sometimes
be as intertwined as a pair of earbuds pulled out
from the depths of a pocket. This discovery
challenges our perceptions of environmental
interconnectedness, prompting us to approach
statistical analyses with a fresh perspective and a
keen eye for unexpected relationships.

Such findings not only broaden our understanding
of the global landscape of environmental impact but
also add a touch of statistical intrigue to the
discussion. After all, who would have thought that
the air we breathe could hold such a compelling
statistical story?

DISCUSSION

Our study has unearthed a surprising and robust
correlation between air pollution in Kingston, New
York, and the utilization of kerosene in Syria. The

striking correlation coefficient of 0.8496761, r-
squared value of 0.7219494, and a p-value less than
0.01 have illuminated an unexpected linkage
between these seemingly distant variables. It's as if
the statistical stars aligned to showcase the
whimsical waltz of air quality and energy choices.

Building on the existing literature, our findings
corroborate the surreptitious hints sprinkled
throughout studies such as "Clean Air and
Kerosene: A Comparative Study" by Johnson et al.
(2019) and the whimsical narrative of "Cloudy with
a Chance of Kerosene" by Sparkle (2014). Who
knew that amidst the scholarly pursuit, we would
stumble upon evidence that links the scent of
kerosene in Syria to the gusts of pollution in
Kingston?

This unexpected correlation challenges traditional
boundaries and underscores the lighthearted yet
thought-provoking nature of statistical inquiry. Just
as intriguing as finding a stray sock in the laundry,
our results prompt us to reconsider the unseen
connections that permeate the realm of
environmental impact and energy consumption. It is
the statistics whispering to us, "There's more to this
data set than meets the eye."

Fig. 1, the scatterplot, acts as a visual testament to
the strong relationship between these variables, akin
to two peas in a statistical pod. The statistical gem
unearthed through our analysis is a testament to the
unpredictability and complexity of the world of
data, much like a surprise plot twist in an old novel.

In the spirit of scientific curiosity and statistical
whimsy, our research invites fellow scholars to
embrace the unanticipated and view data through a
light-hearted lens. After all, who thought that the
threads of statistical correlation could weave a tale
as captivating as "The Pollution Puzzler"?

Our findings, much like a statistical magician's
sleight of hand, have flipped conventional
perceptions on their head, reminding us that
statistical discoveries can be as captivating as a
Sherlock Holmes mystery. Just as the scent of

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



kerosene lingers in the air, so too does the aroma of
unexpected statistical relationships in our research.

CONCLUSION

As we close the chapter on our expedition through
the statistical wilderness, we find ourselves
marveling at the remarkable relationship we've
uncovered between air pollution in Kingston and
the use of kerosene in Syria. It's as if these variables
have been engaged in a clandestine dance of
correlation, whispering secrets to one another in the
language of statistical significance.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.8496761
we've unearthed is the kind of finding that makes
statisticians do a double take, much like stumbling
upon a black swan in a sea of white ones. It's a
reminder that in the world of data, there's always
room for surprises, much like uncovering a hidden
Easter egg in a video game.

Our results have a charm as captivating as a
magician's performance, leaving us in awe of the
unseen forces at play. It's like discovering a
statistical symphony, with air pollution in Kingston
and kerosene use in Syria harmonizing in a way that
defies conventional logic.

In this light, we assert that no further research is
needed in this area. After all, when it comes to
statistical quirks and unexpected correlations, we've
hit the jackpot. It's time to sit back, savor the
findings, and appreciate the statistical marvels that
our research has unveiled. Who knew that the world
of environmental impact could be so full of
surprises and statistical whimsy?
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