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This paper presents a rigorous analysis of  the relationship between votes for the
Libertarian Presidential  candidate in Nebraska and automotive recalls  for issues
with air bags.  The data,  sourced from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab,
Harvard Dataverse, and US DOT, covers the period from 1990 to 2020. Our findings
reveal  a  striking  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9842790  and p <  0.01,  hinting at  a
compelling association between these seemingly disparate variables. We delve into
the interplay of political inclinations and automotive safety features, unraveling a
web of interconnected factors that leaves us pondering the curious dance of freedom
and restraint. As we journey through this correlational odyssey, we emerge with an
appreciation for the whimsical ways in which statistical analyses can illuminate the
unlikeliest  of  connections.  It  is  our hope  that  this  research will  provoke  further
inquiry  and  stimulate  a  chuckle  or  two  among  our  esteemed  colleagues  in  the
academic realm.

        In the realm of academic inquiry, the
pursuit of knowledge often leads researchers
down  unexpected  paths,  unveiling  hidden
connections and casting light on the quirky
intricacies  of  our  world.  Such  is  the  case
with the intriguing interplay between votes
for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in
the  picturesque  state  of  Nebraska  and  the
sometimes  unexpected  deployment  of  air
bags  in  automobiles.  What  could  these
seemingly  incongruent  phenomena have  in
common, you ask? A deep dive into the data
reveals  a  tantalizing  correlation  that  defies

conventional  wisdom  and  beckons  us  to
explore the uncharted territory of statistical
serendipity.

        As we embark on this journey through
the  heartland  of  statistical  analysis  and
automotive safety, we find ourselves in the
midst of an unconventional partnership, one
that  dances  between  the  precincts  and  the
open  road.  The  thorough  examination  of
electoral  choices  and  automotive  recalls
beckons us to consider the intersections of
freedom,  individuality,  and  the  need  for
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safety regulations, all under the watchful eye
of the data gods. Our quest, therefore, is to
unravel the web of interconnected variables
that  bind  political  leanings  with  vehicular
safety  features,  and  to  illuminate  the
potential  nuances  lurking  beneath  the
surface of this unlikely correlation.

        Now, dear reader, prepare to be regaled
with a tale of numbers and ballots, airbags
and  ideologies,  as  we  tread  the  path  less
taken  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  and
perhaps a touch of whimsy. We invite you to
join us on this correlational odyssey, where
the  scenery  is  both  unforeseen  and
unpredictable, and where the mundanity of
numerical  analyses  takes  on  an  air  of
unpredictability and levity. Let us delve into
the heartland of Nebraska, where the winds
of statistical significance blow alongside the
plains of political idiosyncrasies, and where
the  safety  of  the  masses  mingles  with  the
liberty of the individual.

Prior research

Smith (2017) correlates votes for third-party
candidates  with  consumer  behavior  in
"Elections  and  Market  Choices,"  positing
that  political  inclinations  may  hold  sway
over  the decisions  individuals  make in  the
economic  sphere.  Similarly,  Doe  (2014)
explores  the impact  of  political  affiliations
on  automotive  safety  concerns  in  "The
Political Economy of Automotive Recalls,"
shedding  light  on  the  nuanced  ways  in
which  regulatory  policies  intersect  with
partisan preferences.

Just when you thought this literature review
was going to stay as dry as a drought-ridden
desert,  let's take a detour into the realm of
non-fiction  books that  might  happen to be
related  to  this  unusual  research  topic.

"Freakonomics"  by  Steven  D.  Levitt  and
Stephen  J.  Dubner  offers  a  captivating
exploration  of  unexpected  correlations  and
hidden patterns in various facets of life. As
we  navigate  the  landscape  of  peculiar
connections, one cannot help but wonder if
there's a chapter on the correlation between
political  affiliations  and  automotive  safety
lurking within those pages.

On a more fictional note, "The Hitchhiker's
Guide  to  the  Galaxy"  by  Douglas  Adams
and  "Zen  and  the  Art  of  Motorcycle
Maintenance" by Robert  M. Pirsig bring a
whimsical  touch  to  the  exploration  of
interconnectedness  and  the  complex  dance
of  seemingly  disparate  elements—an  apt
parallel  to  our  quest  for  understanding the
link  between  libertarian  votes  and  airbag
recalls.  Perhaps  hidden  within  their  pages
lies the key to unlocking the enigmatic bond
between political ideologies and automotive
safety measures.

But  wait,  the  fun  doesn't  stop  there!  Our
journey through the annals of social media
has unearthed intriguing musings that echo
the  curiosities  of  our  research  topic.  In  a
tweet by @DataEnthusiast42, the enigmatic
proclamation  "voting  Libertarian  =  driving
without  airbags"  sends  ripples  of
contemplation  through  the  vast  seas  of
Twitter discourse. Meanwhile, an Instagram
post by @StatisticalSage shares a whimsical
meme depicting  a  road  sign  with  "Buckle
Up  for  Liberty"  emblazoned  above  it,
sparking  contemplation  on  the  underlying
tensions  between  personal  freedom  and
safety regulations.

With the stage set and the scholarly path laid
out  before  us,  we  venture  forth  into  the
realm  of  academic  whimsy  and  statistical
oddities,  where  the  serious  and  the  silly
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merge in a dance of intellectual revelry. Let
us now delve into the heart of the data and
the  depths  of  the  literature,  where  the
unexpected awaits and the peculiar beckons
us onward.

Approach

The  methodology  employed  for  this  study
sought  to  navigate  the  nebulous  terrain  of
data  acquisition,  cleaning,  and  statistical
analysis with an air of scholarly seriousness,
interspersed  with  pockets  of  levity  and an
undercurrent  of  whimsy.  The  primary  data
sources for this  research included the MIT
Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse, and US DOT, where we scoured
the digital landscapes in search of electoral
vignettes  and  automotive  escapades.  The
timeframe  for  our  investigation  spanned
from 1990  to  2020,  allowing  for  a  robust
examination  of  the  ebbs  and  flows  of
libertarian  propensities  and  airbag-related
peculiarities.

The first  step in  our  methodological  waltz
involved  the  assembly  of  presidential
election data from Nebraska, focusing on the
votes  garnered  by  candidates  representing
the  Libertarian  Party.  We  meticulously
combed  through  the  electoral  archives,
embracing  the  triumphs  and  travails  of
democracy in this  quaint midwestern state,
unearthing  a  treasure  trove  of  political
preferences  hitherto  unexplored.  Having
secured  these  electoral  fragments,  we then
turned  our  attention  to  the  realm  of
automotive  safety,  where  we  meticulously
cataloged and curated data on airbag recalls,
drawing  from  the  repositories  of  the  US
DOT.  This  dance  between  electoral
mechanics  and  vehicular  safety  features

paved the way for a symphonic convergence
of statistical discourse and scholarly revelry.

Upon harmonizing these disparate datasets,
the  next  phase  of  our  methodological
journey involved a judicious application of
statistical analyses, carefully choreographed
to  unearth  patterns  and  correlations  that
eluded mere mortal intuition. To quantify the
relationship  between  libertarian  votes  and
airbag  recalls,  we  calculated  a  correlation
coefficient utilizing advanced mathematical
incantations,  thereby  illuminating  the
nuanced  interplay  of  political  will  and
vehicular  safeguards.  The  resulting
coefficient, with its formidable magnitude of
0.9842790 and a striking p-value of less than
0.01,  commanded  our  attention  and
beckoned us to ponder the whimsical dance
of numbers and political inclinations.

As we concluded this methodological ballet,
a nod to the data gods was ever-present, and
a touch of whimsy imbued our proceedings,
serving as a reminder that even within the
hallowed halls of statistical inquiry, laughter
and  scholarly  revelry  need  not  be  distant
acquaintances. With the methodology now at
its  conclusion,  we  invite  our  esteemed
colleagues to join us in unveiling the cryptic
connections  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian  Presidential  candidate  and
automotive recalls for issues with airbags, as
we bask in the glow of statistical serendipity
and  embrace  the  quirky  allure  of
correlational odysseys.

Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  unveil  a
remarkable  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9842790 between votes for the Libertarian
Presidential  candidate  in  Nebraska  and
automotive recalls for issues with air bags,
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covering the period from 1990 to 2020. The
correlation  reached  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9688051,  indicative  of  a  strong
relationship  with  p  <  0.01,  prompting  a
pause for reflection on the bizarre beauty of
statistical happenstance.

The  unassuming  scatterplot  in  Figure  1
serves  as  the  visual  testament  to  this
unexpected  union  of  political  inclinations
and vehicular safety concerns. It portrays a
strikingly  tight  cluster  of  data  points,
bearing  witness  to  the  synchronicity  of
libertarian leanings and airbag malfunctions.
One  might  say  it  captures  the  essence  of
"airbag-ious"  freedom,  where  the  balloons
of political expression inflate alongside the
cushions of automotive safety.

The implications of this correlation evoke a
sense of wonder and curiosity, prompting us
to ponder the whimsical nuances of human
behavior  and  the  intricate  dance  between
personal liberty and societal protection. Our
findings  shed  light  on  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  distinct
phenomena, conjuring a colorful tapestry of
statistical  synchrony  that  invites  further
exploration and a wry smile at the whims of
correlation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  statistical  adventure  has  not  only
broadened  our  understanding  of  the
unconventional  partnerships  that  statistical
analyses  often  unveil  but  has  also  left  us
amazed at the unexpected twists that await
us in the labyrinthine corridors of data. The
interplay of ballots and airbags has delivered
a welcome dose of levity to the sometimes
stern  landscape  of  academic  inquiry,
prompting  us  to  appreciate  the  capricious
nature  of  statistical  associations  and  the
delightful surprises that lie hidden within the
vast expanse of data analysis.

Discussion of findings

The  findings  of  this  study  not  only
corroborate  previous  research  on  the
entanglement  of  political  inclinations  and
consumer behavior but also add a touch of
surrealism  to  the  discourse  on  statistical
correlations.  The  striking  correlation
coefficient of 0.9842790 between votes for
the  Libertarian  Presidential  candidate  in
Nebraska and automotive recalls for airbag
issues  underscores  the  intricate  dance  of
freedom  and  restraint  inherent  in  human
decision-making  processes.  The  r-squared
value  of  0.9688051  further  solidifies  the
robustness of this relationship, leaving us in
awe  of  the  whimsical  nature  of  statistical
happenstance. 

In line with Smith's (2017) examination of
the  influence  of  third-party  candidates  on
market  choices,  our  results  suggest  that
political inclinations indeed have a palpable
impact  on  consumer  behaviors,  traversing
the realms of both economic and automotive
spheres.  Furthermore,  Doe's  (2014)
exploration  of  the  intersection  between
political  affiliations  and  automotive  safety
concerns  gains  further  support  from  our
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findings,  highlighting the delicate interplay
between  regulatory  policies  and  partisan
preferences.

Moving  beyond  the  scholarly  realm,  the
foray into non-fiction and fictional literature
in  the  literature  review  seems  to  have
provided unexpected inspiration in our quest
to  comprehend  the  correlation  between
libertarian votes and airbag recalls. Could it
be that the whimsy of "Freakonomics," "The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy," and "Zen
and  the  Art  of  Motorcycle  Maintenance"
holds a nugget of truth in  illuminating the
intricate  web  of  interconnectedness  that
shapes  human  existence?  While  we  may
never know for certain, their presence in our
scholarly  discussion  lends  a  touch  of
unconventional  charm  to  the  analysis,
inviting us to embrace the unexpected with
an air of intellectual merriment.

However, let us not forget the serendipitous
intersection  of  social  media  musings  with
our research endeavors. The enigmatic tweet
proclaiming  "voting  Libertarian  =  driving
without  airbags"  and  the  Instagram  meme
juxtaposing  "Buckle  Up  for  Liberty"  with
road  safety  provoke  contemplation  on  the
intriguing  tensions  between  personal
liberties and safety regulations. In a parallel
universe of academic absurdist humor,  one
might  be  prompted  to  ponder  whether  the
whimsical  nature  of  these  online  quips
harbors  a  kernel  of  truth,  lurking  in  the
abyss of internet humor.

The visual  manifestation of  the correlation
in  the  scatterplot  echoes  the  surprising
synchrony  of  political  leanings  and
automotive safety concerns, infusing an air
of statistical  curiosity and prompting us to
ponder  the  whimsical  nuances  of  human
behavior.  Shall  we  dub  this  phenomenon

"airbag-ious  freedom,"  where  the  balloons
of political  expression and the cushions of
automotive safety inflate in a synchronicity
that  defies  conventional  wisdom?  As  we
embrace  the  capricious  beauty  of  this
statistical  association,  let  us  not  forget  to
appreciate  the  amusing  surprises  that  lie
within  the  labyrinthine  corridors  of  data
analysis.

This journey into the unexpected correlation
between libertarian votes and airbag recalls
has  left  us  not  only  astounded  at  the
idiosyncrasies of statistical associations but
also delighted at the kaleidoscopic tapestry
of  human  behaviors  and  interconnected
phenomena.  As  we  navigate  this
correlational  odyssey,  let  us  revel  in  the
whimsical nature of our findings and remain
open to the delightful surprises that await us
in the ever-unfolding universe of statistical
analyses.

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  correlational  odyssey
through  the  heartland  of  Nebraska  has
yielded  a  fascinating  intertwining  of
political  preferences and automotive safety
concerns.  The  striking  correlation  between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  Presidential
candidate  and  airbag  recalls  has  not  only
expanded  our  understanding  of  statistical
relationships  but  has  also  served  as  a
delightful  reminder  of  the  unexpected
whimsies that await us in the world of data
analysis.  The  "airbag-ious"  freedom
encapsulated  by  this  correlation  truly
embodies  the  marvelous  mysteries  that
statistical endeavors can uncover. While our
findings may prompt a few raised eyebrows
and  perhaps  a  chuckle  or  two,  they
undeniably highlight the idiosyncratic dance
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of  variables  and  the  unconventional
partnerships  that  statistical  analyses  can
reveal.

This  research  signifies  a  significant  step
towards  understanding  the  peculiar
connections  that  exist  in  the  world  of
numbers and ballots, reminding us that the
pursuit  of  knowledge  often  takes  us  on
unconventional  journeys  that  challenge
conventional  wisdom.  As  we  bid  adieu  to
this  correlational  escapade,  we do so  with
the  firm  belief  that  no  further  research  is
needed in this area. Our quest has brought us
to  an  unexpected  intersection  of  political
ideologies and automotive safety, leaving us
with  a  thorough  appreciation  for  the
capricious  nature  of  statistical  associations
and  a  profound  understanding  that,
sometimes,  correlation  truly  can  be  as
unexpected as a jack-in-the-box.
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