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AIRING THE AFFECT OF AIR POLLUTION: AN
ALLITERATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE ASTOUNDING
ASSOCIATION BETWEEN ITHACA'S AIR QUALITY

AND DAYS OF OUR LIVES VIEWERSHIP
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Global Innovation University

This research paper unearths the unexpected connection between air pollution in the quaint town of 
Ithaca and the viewership count for the long-running soap opera "Days of Our Lives." Our study 
delves into the data from the Environmental Protection Agency and Wikipedia, leveraging an 
alliterative analysis to unravel the relationship between these seemingly disparate factors. With 
meticulous statistical analysis, we discovered a correlation coefficient of 0.8801793 and a 
statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning 1990 to 2021. Prepare to be 
astounded as we unveil the peculiar parallels and peculiarities between particulate matter and 
plotlines, ozone levels and on-screen love triangles. In this lighthearted yet rigorous investigation, 
we aim to shed light on this whimsical correlation and spark a conversation that is both intellectually
stimulating and acutely amusing.

Greetings esteemed colleagues and fellow
aficionados  of  the  academic  absurdity!
Today, we embark on a whimsical journey
into  the  realm of  correlation,  causation,
and soap opera sensations. In this fanciful
foray,  we  aim  to  unravel  the  peculiar
parallels between Ithaca's air quality and
the quintessential  daytime drama,  "Days
of Our Lives." Yes, you read that right. We
are  about  to  dive  headfirst  into  the
aromatic  abyss  of  air  pollution  and  the
gripping  storylines  of  Salem's  finest
residents. So, fasten your lab coats, grab
your  popcorn,  and  get  ready  for  a
rollercoaster  ride through the realms of
environmental  science  and  soap  opera
fandom.

As we all know, Ithaca is renowned for its
natural  beauty,  gorges,  and  improbable
weather  patterns.  It's  the  epitome  of  a
picturesque paradise,  nestled amidst the
Finger  Lakes  region  of  New  York.

However,  lurking beneath the surface of
this  idyllic  setting  is  the  enigmatic
interplay  of  air  pollutants,  from  the
benign to  the  downright  befuddling.  On
the  other  hand,  "Days  of  Our  Lives,"  a
stalwart  of  daytime television,  has  been
enthralling audiences with its convoluted
plotlines,  amorous  escapades,  and  the
occasional  resurrection  for  over  half  a
century. Now, what could possibly bridge
the  gap  between  these  seemingly
incongruous entities?

Enter  our  intrepid  endeavor  –  an
audacious attempt to unearth the curious
correlation  between  these  disparate
phenomena.  Armed  with  an  arsenal  of
data  from  the  Environmental  Protection
Agency and the annals of Wikipedia,  we
set  out  to  sniff  out  the  connection
between  Ithaca's  air  quality  and  the
viewership count for "Days of Our Lives."
A  dash  of  statistics,  a  smidgen  of
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skepticism,  and  a  generous  dollop  of
whimsy  formed  the  cornerstone  of  our
methodology.  What  we  unearthed  was
nothing  short  of  astonishing  –  a
correlation  coefficient  that  would  make
even the most seasoned statistician raise
an eyebrow and a p-value that could make
a skeptic stop, well, being so skeptical.

Now, before you dismiss our findings as
the  delirious  rants  of  academic
pranksters,  let's  remember  that
sometimes truth is stranger than fiction.
In  this  lighthearted  yet  rigorous
investigation, we invite you to join us in
unpacking  the  peculiar  parallels  and
peculiarities  between  particulate  matter
and plotlines, ozone levels and on-screen
love  triangles.  Our  aim  is  not  just  to
elucidate  this  whimsical  correlation,  but
to infuse a healthy dose of, dare we say,
mirth  into  the  often  austere  world  of
scholarly  discourse.  We  implore  you  to
become a part of this mirthful pursuit, as
we probe the intersection of air pollution
and  soap  opera  suspense,  and  leave  no
pun  unturned  in  our  quest  for
enlightenment. Stay tuned for the deluge
of data, the drama of statistical analyses,
and  the  delightful  detours  into  the
humorous  side of  academia.  It's  time to
take a breath of  fresh air,  albeit  with a
hint of statistical emissions, as we unravel
the  astoundingly  absurd  association
between  Ithaca's  air  quality  and  the
timeless  allure  of  "Days  of  Our  Lives."
Let's dive in, shall we?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  relationship  between  environmental
factors  and  human  behavior  has  long
been  a  subject  of  interest  in  academic
circles. Numerous studies have sought to
explore the influence of  air  pollution on
various  aspects  of  human  activity,  from
health  outcomes  to  cognitive  function.
Smith  and  Doe  (2010)  investigated  the
impact  of  particulate  matter  on  human
mood and found a significant association
between elevated levels of air pollutants
and a decrease in overall  sense of well-

being.  Similarly,  Jones  et  al.  (2015)
examined  the  effects  of  ozone  exposure
on  cognitive  performance,  revealing  a
negative  correlation  between  ozone
concentrations and cognitive abilities.

Moving on to the realm of entertainment
and  media  consumption,  the  literature
offers intriguing insights into the factors
influencing  viewership  patterns.  In  "The
Media Equation," Reeves and Nass (1996)
delved into the psychological mechanisms
underlying  individuals'  responses  to
media  content,  shedding  light  on  the
emotional  and  cognitive  connections
forged  between  audiences  and  televised
narratives.  Moreover,  the  enduring
popularity of soap operas, as explored in
"Soap  Opera  and  Social  Order"  by  Ang
(1985),  reflects  the  enduring  appeal  of
melodramatic  storytelling  and  its
resonance  with  viewers  across  diverse
demographics.

Venturing into the more lighthearted side
of literary analysis, we encounter fictional
works that,  while not directly related to
our research focus, bear titles and themes
that  evoke  the  whimsy  and  intrigue
inherent  in  our  endeavor.  "The  Scent  of
Scandal"  by  Carole  Matthews  might
prompt  one  to  imagine  the  olfactory
repercussions  of  Ithaca's  air  quality
issues  on  the  scandalous  plotlines  of
"Days  of  Our  Lives."  Meanwhile,  the
timeless classic "Gone with the Wind" by
Margaret Mitchell  beckons us to ponder
the metaphorical implications of airborne
pollutants sweeping through the lives of
Salem's  inhabitants  like  a  tempestuous
gust.

In  a  departure  from  conventional
research  sources,  we  must  divulge  a
rather  unusual  but  nonetheless
enlightening  avenue  we  pursued  in  our
literature  review.  As  part  of  our
unorthodox approach to gathering diverse
perspectives,  our  team  delved  into  the
realm  of  unconventional  text  sources,
including  the  backs  of  shampoo bottles,
with  their  enigmatic  promises  of  "hair
transformations"  and  "revitalizing
effects."  While  the  applicability  of  such
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sources  to  our  research  may  seem
tenuous  at  best,  we  found  them  to  be
surprisingly refreshing and informative, if
not entirely odorless.

This  eclectic  traversal  through  the
literature  landscape  provides  a
comprehensive  backdrop  for  our
investigation into the correlation between
Ithaca's  air  quality  and  "Days  of  Our
Lives"  viewership.  As  we  navigate  the
scholarly  terrain  and  embrace  the
occasional  detour  into  levity,  we  remain
resolute in our commitment to unraveling
the profound yet preposterous connection
between environmental air pollutants and
the  melodramatic  allure  of  daytime
television.

METHODOLOGY

To commence our outlandish odyssey into
uncovering  the  correlation  between  air
pollution  in  Ithaca  and  the  viewership
count  for  "Days  of  Our  Lives,"  we
undertook a methodology both whimsical
and  rigorous.  Our  team  of  intrepid
researchers,  armed  with  inexhaustible
reserves  of  curiosity  and  an  eclectic
playlist  of  soap  opera  soundtracks,
ventured  forth  into  the  labyrinthine
landscape of data analysis. Now, let's peel
back  the  curtain  and  reveal  the
convoluted  concoction  of  methods  that
fueled our fanciful investigation.

Data Collection:

First and foremost, we scoured the troves
of  the Environmental  Protection  Agency,
where air quality data from 1990 to 2021
danced  like  dust  motes  in  the  digital
domain.  We  assimilated  a  profusion  of
information  on  various  air  pollutants,
including  but  not  limited  to  particulate
matter,  ozone,  carbon  monoxide,  and
sulfur  dioxide.  From  these  archives  of
airborne  anomalies,  we  extracted  the
quintessence  of  Ithaca's  atmospheric
alchemy.

Simultaneously,  we traversed  the  virtual
corridors of Wikipedia, where the annals
of "Days of Our Lives" viewership counts

awaited our unfettered scrutiny. With an
eye for the absurd and a penchant for pop
culture  profundity,  we  compiled  the
tumultuous  tale  of  soap  opera  success
through  the  lens  of  viewership  data
spanning the same period.

Correlation  Calculations  and  Statistical
Shenanigans:

Armed  with  a  cacophony  of  statistical
software and a cargo hold of caffeine, we
embarked  on  the  treacherous  trek
through  correlation  calculations.  We
dared  to  cast  our  lot  with  the  Pearson
correlation  coefficient,  beckoning  it  to
unravel  the  enigmatic  entanglement
between  air  pollutants  and  soap  opera
saga.  Lo  and  behold,  the  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8801793  emerged  from
the statistical cauldron, casting a spell of
shock and awe upon our intrepid team.

But wait, that's not all! The p-value – that
elusive arbiter of statistical significance –
graced us with its  presence,  flaunting a
value  of  less  than  0.01.  A  moment  of
silence,  if  you  will,  for  the
incredulousness  that  ensued.  Yes,  we
dared to  dream,  and in  the  realm of  p-
values, our dreams materialized into the
statistically  significant  evidence  of  an
astonishing association.

Regression  Modeling  and  Residual
Revelry:

With  the  correlation  coefficient  and  p-
value in hand, we steer our ship into the
tempest  of  regression  modeling.  We
ventured forth to swathe our data in the
warmth of regression curves, allowing the
residuals to  tell  their  own peculiar  tale.
The  residual  revelry  that  transpired
defied  mundane  expectations,  adding  a
whimsical layer of intrigue to our already
befuddling study.

To further  ensure the  robustness of  our
analysis, we subjected our findings to the
discerning gaze of  a  sensitivity analysis.
We  prodded  and  poked  the  data,
subjecting  it  to  stress  tests  and
perturbations,  yet  the  correlation
remained  stalwart,  a  testament  to  the
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resolute  bond between air  pollution and
soap opera sentiment.

In  summation,  our  methodology  was  a
medley  of  mirth  and  methodology,  a
whimsical fusion of statistical sacraments
and  soap  opera  sorcery.  Our  alliterative
analysis  led  us  to  not  only  confirm  the
correlation between air pollution in Ithaca
and "Days of Our Lives" viewership count
but also to revel in the delightfully absurd
nature of academic pursuits. As we march
forth,  let  us  hoist  the  flag  of  mirthful
investigation  high  and  celebrate  the
enchanting  confluence  of  air  pollutants
and soap opera musings. Onward, fellow
scholars,  to  the  realm  of  statistical
whimsy and scholarly satire!

RESULTS

Upon  conducting  our  meticulous
statistical  analysis,  we  uncovered  a
remarkably  strong  correlation  between
air pollution in Ithaca and the viewership
count  for  "Days  of  Our  Lives."  With  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8801793  and
an  r-squared  of  0.7747155,  the
connection  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  entities  surpassed  our  initial
expectations.  In  addition,  the  p-value
being  less  than  0.01  provided  further
evidence  of  the  robustness  of  this
unconventional relationship.

We  present  the  compelling  evidence  in
the form of  a scatterplot (Fig.  1),  which
unequivocally  illustrates  the  striking
correlation  between  air  pollution  levels
and the  number  of  "Days  of  Our  Lives"
viewers.  The scatterplot  vividly captures
the  intertwining  of  these  two  seemingly
incongruous  variables,  leaving  no  room
for doubt regarding the strength of their
association.

This finding not only defies conventional
logic  but  also  provides  a  whimsically
intriguing  insight  into  the  potential
influence  of  environmental  factors  on
television viewership.  As we continue to
ponder the implications of this discovery,
we are reminded that truth can indeed be

stranger  than  fiction.  The  allure  of
statistical  correlations  truly  knows  no
bounds,  and  the  interconnectedness  of
the world never ceases to amaze, whether
in matters of science, art, or, as we have
discovered, soap operas.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  results  highlight  the
substantial  and  statistically  significant
relationship  between  air  pollution  in
Ithaca  and  the  enduring  popularity  of
"Days  of  Our  Lives."  This  discovery
beckons  further  exploration  and  may
serve  as  a  catalyst  for  engaging
discussions  at  the  intersection  of
environmental  science  and  popular
culture.  As  we  revel  in  this  unexpected
convergence, let us remember that amidst
the data and hypotheses, there is always
room for a touch of whimsy and wonder.

Stay tuned as we delve deeper  into  the
implications  of  this  peculiar  correlation
and  continue  to  uncover  the  delightful
surprises that await at the intersection of
science  and  storytelling.  It's  enough  to
take  your  breath  away...  or  fill  it  with
statistically significant suspense!

DISCUSSION

The correlation we uncovered between air
pollution  in  Ithaca  and  the  viewership
count for "Days of Our Lives" is nothing
short  of  staggering.  It  seems  that  the
dramatic twists and turns of soap opera
plots may not be the only factors keeping
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audiences on the edge of their seats. Our
findings not  only  support  prior research
but add a breath of fresh air to the field
by  shedding  light  on  an  unusual
correlation that is  as unpredictable as a
soap opera's plotline.

Our literature review, while not short on
amusing  diversions,  did  provide
invaluable  insights  that  align  with  our
results. Smith and Doe's (2010) study on
the impact of particulate matter on mood
resonated  with  our  findings,  as  the
fluctuating  levels  of  air  pollutants  can
indeed  be  mood-altering  in  more  ways
than  one.  Jones  et  al.'s  (2015)
investigation  into  the  effects  of  ozone
exposure  on  cognitive  performance  also
seems to align with our discovery, which
could  suggest  that  air  quality  may
influence  not  just  cognitive  abilities  but
also  entertainment  choices.  Who  knew
that  breathing  in  clean  air  could  be  as
rewarding  as  tuning  in  to  your  favorite
soap opera?

Furthermore,  the  mirthful  references  to
speculative  literary  works  actually
sparked some intriguing thoughts. Could
the "scent of scandal" indeed be wafting
through the air of Ithaca and finding its
way onto the small screen in Salem? The
metaphorical  implications  of  airborne
pollutants "sweeping through the lives" of
Salem's  inhabitants  in  "Gone  with  the
Wind" take on a surprisingly synchronous
tone in light of our findings. It seems that
life  is  imitating  art  in  more  ways  than
previously imagined.

In essence, our results lend credence to
the  idea  that  the  whimsical  correlation
between environmental air pollutants and
the  melodramatic  allure  of  daytime
television  cannot  be  dismissed  as  mere
happenstance. The statistical significance
underscores  the  robustness  of  this
intriguing  relationship,  inviting  further
exploration and perhaps inspiring a new
genre of  entertainment  -  "environmental
soap  operas,"  anyone?  It  is  abundantly
clear  that  truth  can  indeed  be  stranger
than  fiction,  and  our  study  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  unexpected  twists

awaiting discovery at the intersection of
science and storytelling.

As we eagerly anticipate future avenues
of research into the curious confluence of
air  pollution  and  daytime  drama,  it  is
evident that this unlikely association has
unfurled a new chapter in the annals of
interdisciplinary  exploration.  The
implications  of  our  findings,  while
undeniably  lighthearted,  hold  the
potential to prompt thoughtful discussions
on  the  ripple  effects  of  environmental
factors  in  shaping  cultural  preferences
and behavior. So, let us not only marvel at
the  statistical  marvels  but  also  revel  in
the  captivating  allure  of  uncovering  the
unexpected  amidst  the  seemingly
ordinary. Who knew that the air in Ithaca
could carry such dramatic weight and be
as influential as the most compelling soap
opera saga? It's truly a breath of fresh air
in the world of research.

CONCLUSION

In closing, we have aired the astonishing
association  between  Ithaca's  air  quality
and  "Days  of  Our  Lives"  viewership,
revealing  a  correlation  that  rivals  the
drama on-screen. The statistical evidence
is as clear as the skies on a pollution-free
day, leaving no room for disbelief unless
you're  in  Salem!  While  we acknowledge
the  seemingly  absurd  nature  of  this
correlation,  we  are  nonetheless
astounded  by  its  resolute  strength  and
significance, which almost makes us want
to call  it  "Air  Pollution and the Restless
Viewers."  This  groundbreaking  research
not only adds a breath of fresh air to the
field but also proves that when it comes to
statistical correlations, truth can often be
stranger than fiction. 

Now,  as  we  close  the  chapter  on  this
alliterative analysis, we confidently assert
that  no  further  research  in  this  area  is
needed. After all, we've already aired out
the unexpected connections between air
pollution and soap opera viewership! So,
let's  raise  a  toast  to  the  whimsy  and
wonder  of  scholarly  exploration  and bid

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



adieu  to  this  peculiar  but  surprisingly
significant  correlation.  As  the  sands  of
time  keep  flowing  in  both  the  world  of
soap  operas  and  environmental  science,
let  us  remember  that  sometimes,  truth
truly  is  more  fantastical  than  the  most
convoluted soap opera plotline. Thank you
for joining us on this delightfully dubious
journey, and may the allure of statistical
correlations  continue  to  entertain  and
bemuse us all!
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