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Abstract

This paper presents an analysis of the relationship
between the voting patterns of Democrats for Senators in
Delaware and the worldwide count of earthquakes with a
magnitude between 8.0 and 9.9. Leveraging data from the
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse,
and the US Geological Survey, our research team sought
to explore the unexpected synergy between political
preferences and seismological events. Surprisingly, a
correlation coefficient of 0.9473181 and p < 0.01 was
observed for the period spanning from 2000 to 2020,
suggesting an uncanny alignment between political
choices and tectonic activities. The implications of these
findings are seismic in nature, prompting a reevaluation
of the interconnectedness of electoral behavior and
geological phenomena.

1. Introduction
Introduction

The intersection of seismic events and political
dynamics is a subject that, until recently, has been
more a punchline of a scientific joke than a serious
subject of study. However, thanks to the
development of advanced statistical tools and the
availability of comprehensive datasets, we are now
able to delve into this eccentric area of inquiry with
a new level of rigor. Our investigation seeks to shed
light on the curious correlation between the voting
patterns of Democratic citizens of Delaware in
senatorial elections and the occurrence of
earthquakes of magnitude 8.0 to 9.9 on a global
scale.

The relationship between political choices and
geological phenomena might appear as unlikely as a
plate tectonics-themed sitcom, but our analysis
uncovers a surprising level of association between
these seemingly disconnected variables. The
statistical evidence gathered from the MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, the Harvard Dataverse, and
the US Geological Survey unveils a striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9473181 with a
significance level of p < 0.01, indicating a
connection that cannot be dismissed as mere
geological happenstance.

While it may be tempting to shake off these
findings as an anomaly or simply a seismic
statistical anomaly, the seismic and electoral
implications of this discovery demand a closer
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examination. The seismic nature of the effects
observed urges a paradigm shift in the way we view
the interaction between political choices and
geological events. Consequently, our research aims
not only to explore this unexpected synergy but also
to prompt a reevaluation of the interconnectedness
of electoral behavior and geophysical phenomena.
This line of inquiry epitomizes the convergence of
seemingly unrelated fields, demonstrating the
exciting potential for sparkling insights when
unanticipated connections are probed with rigorous
scientific scrutiny.

2. Literature Review

The exploration of the curious association between
seismic events and political behavior has garnered
increased interest in recent years. Smith et al. (2017)
conducted a comprehensive analysis of political
voting patterns and geological occurrences, focusing
on various regions in the United States. Their work
laid the groundwork for our investigation by
demonstrating the potential for unexpected
connections within seemingly unrelated domains.

Furthermore, Doe (2019) provided valuable insights
into the complexities of electoral behavior and its
potential impact on environmental dynamics. While
their study did not directly address seismic activities,
it underscored the intricacies of human decision-
making and its broader implications. Jones (2020)
delved into the socio-economic factors influencing
voting habits, offering a nuanced perspective on the
interplay between individual preferences and
external forces.

Expanding beyond traditional literature sources,
"The Richter Scale and Political Tales" by
Geophysics et al. (2005) provided a witty
exploration of seismic phenomena as metaphors for
political upheavals, offering an insightful take on the
intersection of geology and governance. In a similar
vein, "Fault Lines in Political Landscapes" by
Tectonics et al. (2012) delved into the symbolic
resonance of geological features in shaping political
narratives, shedding light on the unanticipated
parallels between earth movements and electoral
shifts.

Moving into the realm of fiction, the classic novel
"Of Quakes and Senators" by Literary Genius (1940)
presented a satirical portrayal of political intrigue set
against the backdrop of seismic events, hinting at the
uncharted  territories of  electoral-geological
interplay. Additionally, "Tremors of Change" by
Fictional Author (2007) wove a tale of seismic
discovery and political awakening, blurring the lines
between physical and metaphorical tremors.

It is worth noting that internet memes have also
contributed to the discourse on seismic and political
convergence, with the popular "Shake the Vote"
meme humorously juxtaposing electoral slogans
with seismic activity data. This lighthearted take on
the subject matter underscores the broader cultural
fascination with unexpected correlations, even in the
domain of electoral behavior and geological
occurrences.

3. Methodology
Data Collection

The data used in this study were obtained from a
variety of sources, primarily the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, the Harvard Dataverse, and the US
Geological Survey. The senatorial election data from
Delaware were carefully curated from the MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, capturing the voting
preferences of Democratic constituents from the
years 2000 to 2020. Concurrently, information on
worldwide earthquakes within the magnitude range
of 8.0 to 9.9 was extracted from the US Geological
Survey database, providing a comprehensive record
of seismic activities during the same time frame. The
selection of these datasets entailed considerable
vetting to ensure the integrity and reliability of the
information, akin to sifting through seismic data to
find that one "earth-shattering" discovery.

Data Analysis

The analysis began with an examination of the
voting patterns of Democratic citizens in Delaware
during the specified time period. This involved
meticulous  aggregation and  normalization
techniques to ensure the accuracy and consistency of
the electoral data, not unlike the careful calibration
of seismological instruments to detect subtle shifts in
tectonic plates. Concurrently, the worldwide count of
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earthquakes within the designated magnitude range
was subjected to rigorous statistical scrutiny,
employing advanced methods to discern any
underlying patterns or associations. Applying well-
established statistical models and tools, the data
were subjected to an arduous process of analysis,
resembling the painstaking task of sifting through
seismic data for patterns that may be "politically
charged."

Correlation Measurement

To evaluate the potential relationship between the
Democrat votes for Senators in Delaware and the
occurrence of earthquakes with a magnitude between
8.0 and 9.9 on a global scale, a rigorous correlation
analysis was undertaken. The correlation coefficient
was calculated utilizing state-of-the-art statistical
software, providing a quantitative measure of the
degree of association between these seemingly
disparate variables. Subsequently, a series of
hypothesis tests were employed to assess the
statistical significance of the observed relationship,
akin to probing the geological significance of a
political tremor. The pursuit of a high correlation
coefficient and a statistically significant p-value
became the guiding principles of this analysis,
reflecting the fervent quest for an unexpected
alignment between political preferences and seismic
events.

Assumptions and Limitations

While the results of this study provide compelling
evidence of an unusual correlation, it is important to
acknowledge the inherent limitations and
assumptions underlying the methodology employed.
The assumption of a causal relationship between
Democrat votes for Senators in Delaware and the
occurrence of earthquakes with a magnitude between
8.0 and 9.9 on a global scale merits cautious
interpretation, embracing the idea of seismic caution
tape. Additionally, the extrapolation of these findings
to other geographic regions warrants circumspect
consideration, recognizing that electoral behavior
and geological phenomena may manifest differently
across diverse landscapes. Despite these caveats, the
methodology applied in this study reflects a
concerted effort to untangle the enigmatic web of
potential connections between political choices and
seismic occurrences.

In summary, the methodology adopted in this
investigation leveraged a multipronged approach,
harnessing extensive datasets and advanced
statistical techniques to unravel the unexpected
interplay between Democrat votes for Senators in
Delaware and the worldwide count of earthquakes
with a magnitude between 8.0 and 9.9. The
meticulous curation of data, the rigorous analysis,
and the insightful interpretation collectively
epitomize the rigor and curiosity that epitomizes
scientific inquiry, as our research endeavors to
uncover the seismic and electoral mysteries that lie
beneath the surface of conventional wisdom.

4. Results

The analysis of the relationship between the voting
patterns of Democratic citizens of Delaware in
senatorial elections and the worldwide count of
earthquakes with a magnitude between 8.0 and 9.9
revealed a remarkable correlation of 0.9473181. This
strength of association, as startling as a sudden
tremor in a quiet suburb, points to a surprising
synchronicity between these seemingly disparate
phenomena. The r-squared value of 0.8974116
further underlines the robustness of this connection,
akin to the consistency of tectonic plates in their
geological dance.

The p-value of less than 0.01 is as rare as a mega-
thrust earthquake, signalling a strong level of
significance and indicating that the observed
relationship is not a mere fluke, but rather a tremor
of truth in the tectonic terrain of statistical analysis.

Figure 1, a scatterplot illustrating this notable
correlation, stands as a testament to the seismic shift
in our understanding of the intertwined forces at
play. The strong alignment between the number of
Democratic votes for Senators in Delaware and the
count of earthquakes in the 8.0 to 9.9 magnitude
range is as unexpected as an aftershock in a quiet
political landscape.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unearthed connection holds profound
implications, challenging traditional disciplinary
boundaries and beckoning for a harmonious
integration of geological and political perspectives.
The seismic implications of these findings call for a
recalibration of our understanding of -electoral
behavior and geological events, fostering a tectonic
shift in the way we perceive the interconnectedness
of these seemingly distinct domains.

5. Discussion

The results of our study have unearthed a seismic
connection between the wvoting preferences of
Democratic citizens in Delaware and the worldwide
count of earthquakes with a magnitude between 8.0
and 9.9, displaying a remarkable correlation
coefficient of 0.9473181. These findings provide
empirical support for the prior research that hinted at
the potential alignment between political choices
and geological events. The literature review,
although serving as a serious backdrop for our study,
also piqued our interest in the whimsical synergy
between earth-shattering events and electoral
dynamics.

Our results resonate with the work of Smith et al.
(2017), who laid the groundwork for unexpected
connections within ostensibly unrelated spheres. Just
as tectonic plates exert unseen influence beneath the
Earth's surface, so too did Democrats' voting
patterns in Delaware exert an unexpected influence
on seismic activities. The synergy between these
seemingly disparate phenomena is as remarkable as
an earthquake striking during a political convention.

Doe's (2019) insights into the complexities of
electoral behavior and its potential impact on
environmental dynamics, while not directly
addressing seismic activities, set the stage for our
investigation into the intricate interplay of human
decision-making and geological forces. The seismic
implications of our findings not only support but
also extend the nuances of Doe's work, bringing a
new dimension to the interconnectedness of
seemingly distinct domains.

Moreover, the fiction works "Of Quakes and
Senators" by Literary Genius (1940) and "Tremors
of Change" by Fictional Author (2007) may have
been intended as literary metaphor, but they
inadvertently foreshadowed the startling alignment
we discovered. Much like a buried fault line
suddenly revealed by a powerful quake, these
literary narratives subtly hinted at the unsuspected
convergence between political undertones and
geological events, preparing us for the seismic
revelation unearthed in this study.

Finally, the popular internet meme "Shake the Vote"
humorously juxtaposed electoral slogans with
seismic activity data, reflecting the cultural
fascination with unexpected correlations. Little did
the meme's creators know that this lighthearted take
would presage our rigorous statistical analysis,
revealing an unexpected bond between seismic and
political phenomena. Our findings confirm the
seismic resonance between votive vibrations and the
geophysical rhythms of Earth, thereby stirring the
proverbial Richter scale of conventional scientific
thought.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unearthed a correlation
of seismic significance between the voting patterns
of Democratic citizens of Delaware in senatorial
elections and the worldwide count of earthquakes
with magnitudes between 8.0 and 9.9. This
unexpected fusion of political preferences and
tectonic activities has shaken the foundations of
traditional scientific inquiry, much like a 9.0
magnitude earthquake.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9473181 has
proven to be as sturdy as a well-built seismic-

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



resistant structure, defying expectations and raising
intriguing questions about the interconnectedness of
seemingly unrelated phenomena. The p-value of less
than 0.01 is indeed a rarity in the scientific realm,
comparable to finding a diamond in a statistical
rough.

Our findings, as unexpected as a volcanic eruption in
a tranquil political landscape, suggest that further
research in this shimmering, seismic field may not
be necessary. The seismic shifts observed in the data
urge a reevaluation of the conventional boundaries
between political behavior and geological events,
highlighting  the tremendous potential for
illuminating insights when unlikely connections are
probed with rigorous scrutiny. Therefore, we are
confident in asserting that the seismic-electoral
nexus has been sufficiently scrutinized and requires
no further seismic activity in the realm of political
research.
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