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Incognitance in Fremont, Ohio

Charlotte Harrison, Aaron Terry, Gemma P Truman

Stanford, California

In this research paper, we delve into the curious correlation between the popularity of the
first  name Garrison and air pollution in Fremont,  Ohio.  Leveraging data from the US
Social  Security  Administration  and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  our  study
unravels  a  surprising  connection  that  tickles  the  funny  bone  of  statistical  whimsy.
Analyzing  the  tumultuous  years  between  1988  and  1994,  we  discovered  a  remarkable
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8991252  and  a  p-value  less  than  0.01,  leading  us  to
proverbially shake our heads in disbelief. Despite the serious nature of air pollution, our
findings hilariously point to an unmistakable tie between the rise in the popularity of the
name Garrison and the increase in atmospheric incognitance in Fremont. The unexpected
nature  of  this  relationship  has  left  us  with  a  fitting  dad  joke:  "Why  did  Garrison's
popularity soar alongside air pollution in Fremont? Because the smog just couldn't resist
the charm of the Garrison name!" This whimsical revelation sheds light on the potential
for  quirky  causal  connections  in  data,  while  also  highlighting  the  need  for  further
investigation into the peculiar world of statistical associations.

     The pursuit of scientific inquiry often leads us
down  unexpected  and  curious  paths,  where  the
boundaries  of  rational  explanation  become
delightfully blurred.  In this vein,  we embark on a
whimsical  journey  that  intertwines  the  rise  of  a
particular  first  name  with  the  atmospheric
conditions of a small town in Ohio. As researchers,
we cannot help but find ourselves chuckling at the
improbable link between the popularity of the first
name  Garrison  and  the  levels  of  air  pollution  in
Fremont.  But  rest  assured,  dear  reader,  that  our
mirth is underpinned by a rigorous examination of
the statistical evidence.

     As we dive into this captivating correlation, it is
worth  pondering  the  comical  question:  "Why did
the  name  Garrison  become  synonymous  with  air
pollution in Fremont, Ohio? The answer, it seems,
lies not in the stars, but in the statistical data that

weave  a  tale  of  merriment  and  mystery."  Our
pursuit of this question takes us through the terrain
of sociocultural influences, statistical analyses, and
a healthy dose of statistical whimsy.

     Ah, statistics - the only field where multiplying
two  negatives  makes  a  positive,  and  where
correlation does not imply causation, but certainly
does flirt with the possibility. In our investigation,
we take heed of the age-old adage that "correlation
does not equal causation", but we cannot help but
revel  in  the  entertaining  notion  that  "correlation
does  spark  the  imagination".  Join  us  in  this
lighthearted  exploration  of  the  unexpected,  where
statistical significance meets the wondrous and the
wacky.

     Our study rests upon the diligent compilation of
data  from  the  US  Social  Security  Administration
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and the Environmental Protection Agency, forming
a marriage of information that dances with the spirit
of  statistical  inquiry.  Just  as  a  good  pun  is  the
"lowest  form  of  wit"  but  the  "highest  form  of
intelligence",  the  amalgamation  of  these  datasets
unveils a hidden connection that both bemuses and
enriches our understanding of statistical outcomes.

     With the statistical  rigor  of  our  analysis,  we
unearth a correlation coefficient of 0.8991252 and a
p-value  that  gleefully  dances  beneath  the  fabled
threshold  of  0.01.  In  the  face  of  such  statistical
whimsy, we cannot help but conjure the lighthearted
quip:  "What  do  you  call  a  statistical  relationship
between Garrison's popularity and air pollution? A
breath  of  fresh  correlation!"  This  jovial  finding
propels  us  into  a  realm  where  laughter  and
statistical significance coalesce, reminding us of the
delightful  uncertainty  that  often  accompanies
scientific exploration.

     As we unravel this felicitous association, we are
reminded of  the  peculiar  and  delightful  nature  of
statistical  serendipity.  Our  investigation  into  the
connection between the popularity of the first name
Garrison and atmospheric incognitance in Fremont,
Ohio, serves as a captivating reminder that within
the realm of research, surprises and statistical mirth
are never too far apart.

LITERATURE REVIEW

     In their seminal work "Statisticus Analyticus:
Exploring  Unlikely  Associations,"  Smith  and Doe
excavate the realm of statistical inquiry to uncover
peculiar  associations  that  dance  on  the  edge  of
statistical  whimsy.  This  intellectual  romp through
the  world  of  improbable  correlations  serves  as  a
fitting backdrop for our investigation into the link
between the popularity of the first  name Garrison
and the atmospheric incognitance in Fremont, Ohio.
Drawing  inspiration  from  the  statistical  mirth
embedded within Smith and Doe's work, we venture
to  shed  light  on  the  unexpected  union  of
nomenclature and air pollution.

     In  "Names  and  Numbers:  Unraveling  the
Mysteries  of  Monikers,"  Jones  et  al.  tread  the
terrain of sociocultural influences on names. Their
exploration of the shifts in naming trends and their
potential  correlations  with  societal  phenomena
sparks a curious resonance with our pursuit. As we
delve deeper into the connection between the first
name Garrison and air pollution in Fremont, Ohio,
we  find  ourselves  standing  at  the  humorous
crossroads  of  nomenclature  and  atmospheric
intrigue.

     Taking a detour into the world of non-fiction
literature, "The Air We Breathe: A Comprehensive
Study of Atmospheric Dynamics" by Weatherly et
al.  emphasizes  the  paramount  importance  of
understanding air quality for public health. Despite
the serious nature of their work, we cannot help but
ponder  the  irony of  Garrison's  popularity  wafting
through  the  very  air  that  Weatherly  et  al.
meticulously dissect. This unexpected convergence
of themes prompts an irrepressible urge within us to
quip:  "Why  did  the  name  Garrison  float  amidst
Fremont's  air  pollution?  Because  even  the  smog
couldn't resist a little name-dropping!"

     In  a  parallel  vein,  "The  Power  of  Names:
Unfolding the Semantics of Signifiers" by Linguist
et  al.  invokes  a  contemplation  of  the  symbolic
weight  carried  by  names.  The  interplay  between
linguistic  symbolism  and  the  atmospheric
conditions of Fremont presents an enticing puzzle
that beckons the inquisitive mind. Our foray into the
enigmatic connection between the name Garrison's
popularity  and  air  pollution  in  Fremont,  Ohio,
weaves a serendipitous tale that defies conventional
statistical expectations and veers into the realm of
comical statistical synchronicity.

     Meandering into the realm of fiction, "Cloud
Atlas"  by  David  Mitchell  offers  a  multilayered
narrative  that  traverses  time  and  space.  While
ostensibly  unrelated  to  our  investigation,  the  title
itself  provokes  a  whimsical  connection  to  our
exploration  of  atmospheric  incognitance.  As  we
confront  the  correlation  between  the  rise  of  the
name Garrison and air pollution in Fremont, we find
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ourselves  rib-tickled  by  the  notion  of  Garrison's
ethereal presence lingering within the atmospheric
layers of Fremont – a nod to the cosmic dance of
statistical happenstance that elicits a wry chuckle.

     Turning to youthful literary fare, the animated
series "Captain Planet and the Planeteers" imparts
valuable  lessons  on  environmental  consciousness.
Embracing  the  lighthearted  spirit  of  our
investigation,  we  are  reminded  of  the  cartoon's
catchy refrain, "Earth! Fire! Wind! Water! Heart!" –
a whimsical reminder of the intricate dance between
environmental elements and the enigmatic presence
of the name Garrison in the atmospheric narrative of
Fremont.

     As we address the unconventional correlation
between the popularity of the first  name Garrison
and  atmospheric  incognitance  in  Fremont,  our
literature  review  mirrors  the  haphazard  but
delightful journey of our statistical  inquiry.  In the
spirit  of  this  jovial  pursuit,  we  acknowledge  the
inherent  statistical  whimsy  that  accompanies  our
investigation,  paving  the  way  for  a  harmonious
marriage  of  statistical  depth  with  a  splash  of
academic frivolity.

METHODOLOGY

     To embark on our merry quest of unraveling the
enigmatic connection between the popularity of the
first name Garrison and atmospheric incognitance in
Fremont,  Ohio,  we  concocted  a  research
methodology as whimsical as it was rigorous. Our
data collection process involved mining the archives
of  the  US  Social  Security  Administration  for  the
frequency of the name Garrison from 1988 to 1994.
As  the  old  saying  goes,  "Data  collection  is  like
fishing;  one must  cast  a wide net and hope for a
bountiful  catch  -  or  in  this  case,  a  correlation  as
clear as a sunny day after a rainstorm."

     Not content with merely stopping at names, we
delved into the atmospheric intricacies of Fremont,
Ohio,  by  sourcing  data  from  the  Environmental
Protection  Agency  regarding  air  pollution  levels
during the same time frame. However, humorously

enough,  this  pursuit  felt  akin  to  chasing  a  hazy
specter,  hoping  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  statistical
significance amidst the atmospheric mist - or more
aptly put, atmospheric 'Garrison'.

     Our statistical analyses akin to ants at a picnic,
meticulously  processing  and  organizing  the
collected  data,  involved  the  application  of  a
spearman correlation coefficient to pardon the pun,
'clear  the air'  between the frequency of  the  name
Garrison and air pollution levels in Fremont. This
analytical dig, akin to an archaeological excavation
in a field of statistical curiosity, sought to unearth
any hidden connections between the variables with
the precision of a dad juggling his puns at the dinner
table.

RESULTS

The  examination  of  the  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name  Garrison  and  air
pollution in Fremont, Ohio during the years 1988 to
1994  revealed  a  striking  and  eyebrow-raising
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8991252.  This
coefficient, with a corresponding r-squared value of
0.8084261 and a p-value less than 0.01, raised our
statistical eyebrows in amusement. It's the kind of
statistical insight that makes you ponder, "What do
you  call  air  pollution  caused  by  someone  named
Garrison? Gas pollution, of course!"

Notably,  our  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  captures
this  remarkable  correlation,  showcasing  the
undeniable  bond  between  the  rise  of  Garrison's
name and the increase in air pollution in Fremont.
As  the  old  saying  goes,  "A  picture  is  worth  a
thousand  words,  but  a  witty  statistical  caption  is
priceless!"

The  remarkable  statistical  evidence  humorously
invites  us  to  mull  over  this  quirky  finding,
prompting us to ask, "What's air pollution's favorite
name?  Garrison,  because  it's  got  a  real  'smog-
nificance'  to  it!"  This  peculiar  but  significant
correlation  seems  to  tickle  the  funny  bone  of
scientific analysis, inviting us to take a lighthearted
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but meticulous approach to uncovering unexpected
relationships in data.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  summary,  our  research  certainly  gives  new
meaning  to  the  phrase  "statistical  wit,"  as  our
discovery  of  the  curious  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name  Garrison  and  air
pollution in Fremont, Ohio prompts us to marvel at
the  whimsical,  and at  times delightfully  puzzling,
nature of statistical inquiry.

DISCUSSION

In light of our findings, it's clear that there's more to
the name 'Garrison' than meets the eye – or should
we say, the nostrils? Our results hilariously support
the prior research by Smith and Doe, who delved
into the world of statistical whimsy and improbable
correlations,  only  for  us  to  stumble  upon  the
unexpected  tie  between  a  name  and  atmospheric
incognitance. It's as if statistical analysis whispered
a  knock-knock  joke  in  our  ear,  ending  with
"Garrison  who?  Garrison  a  whiff  of  that  air
pollution!"

Furthermore,  our discovery amusingly aligns with
the work of Jones et al., who explored the societal
influences on names, unknowingly paving the way
for  our  investigation  into  the  rise  of  the  moniker
'Garrison' and its comical connection to air pollution
in Fremont. It's almost like statistical fate conspired
to nudge us toward this chuckle-worthy revelation,

much like a cosmic dad joke unfolding before our
very eyes.

Our scatterplot (Fig.  1), which graphically depicts
the eyebrow-raising correlation between Garrison's
popularity  and  air  pollution,  serves  as  a  visual
punchline to our statistical comedy routine. It's the
kind  of  visual  aid  that  says,  "I'm  not  just  any
scatterplot;  I’m a  scatter-plot-twist!"  Our  findings
add a whimsical air  to the discourse on statistical
associations, as we playfully ponder the idea of air
pollution donning a "Garrison" name tag. After all,
what's a bit of statistical analysis without a side of
statistical levity?

In  summary,  our  exploration  into  the  connection
between the popularity of the first  name Garrison
and  atmospheric  incognitance  in  Fremont,  Ohio
invites  us  to  revel  in  the  delightful  quirks  and
unexpected connections that statistical  inquiry can
unearth. It's a statistical journey that's not just about
r-squared  values  and  p-values  –  it's  about  the
statistical mirth that emerges when data reveals its
whimsical  side,  leaving  us  with  a  knowing
statistical  wink and the  whispered  punchline  of  a
statistical limerick.

CONCLUSION

     In conclusion,  our investigation into the link
between the popularity of the first  name Garrison
and air pollution in Fremont, Ohio has unveiled a
surprisingly  robust  and  entertaining  connection.
We've  unraveled  a  statistical  yarn  that's  bound to
pique  the  interest  of  both  researchers  and  jesters
alike. As we reflect on our findings, one can't help
but chuckle at the statistical serendipity that led us
to uncover  a correlation coefficient  of 0.8991252.
It's almost as if the universe whispered in our ears,
"Why did the air pollution in Fremont start to rise?
Because Garrison's name was in the forecast!"

     

     This statistical caper has not only shed light on
the  potential  for  unexpected  relationships  in  data
but has also left us with a statistical punchline that
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we'll be laughing about for years to come. While the
correlation  coefficient  and  p-value  speak  to  the
seriousness  of  our  analysis,  we  can't  help  but
indulge in a bit of statistical levity and ask, "What's
a statistician's favorite kind of pollution? P-value!"
Indeed, our journey through the mirth and mystery
of statistical whimsy has been both illuminating and
delightful.

     

     Our study's findings remind us that within the
realm  of  research,  the  boundaries  between  the
serious and the whimsical are endlessly porous. The
sight of our scatterplot (Fig. 1) has become a source
of  statistical  amusement,  evoking  the  timeless
query,  "What  did  the  scatterplot  say  to  the
researchers?  'I've  got  a  point  to  make!'"  The
lighthearted  nature  of  our  discovery  serves  as  a
testament to the joy that can be found in scientific
exploration, where unexpected correlations can lead
to wonderfully amusing revelations.

     

     In light of our findings, it's clear that no further
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  The  statistical
whimsy of Garrison's popularity and air pollution in
Fremont,  Ohio  has  been  thoroughly  unveiled,
leaving  us  with  a  jovial  tale  to  tell  for  years  to
come. As we bid adieu to this comical correlation,
we do so with the assurance that statistical inquiry,
much like the name Garrison, can bring a delightful
dose  of  surprise  to  even  the  most  unexpected  of
places.
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