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Abstract

This study delves into the fascinating world of internet culture, delving into the correlation between the 
colloquial phrase "no cap" and its prevalence in Google searches, and the average number of likes 
garnered by popular science communicator Tom Scott's YouTube endeavors. Using a rigorous analysis of
data extracted from Google Trends and the YouTube platform from 2009 to 2023, we identified a strikingly
high correlation coefficient of 0.9499448 and p < 0.01, suggesting a robust relationship between these 
seemingly disparate phenomena. Our results shed light on the curious behavioral patterns of online 
audiences and provide insights into the intersection of contemporary linguistic trends and digital media 
consumption. We sincerely hope that this research piques the interest of our esteemed readers and 
encourages them to continue exploring the whimsical intricacies of digital engagement.
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1. Introduction

The ubiquitous influence of internet culture
on  modern  society  cannot  be  overstated.
From  viral  memes  to  global  trends,  the
digital realm is a treasure trove of linguistic
innovation  and  social  interaction.  In  this
study, we embark on a curious journey that
intertwines  the  cryptic  world  of  Google

searches  with  the  enigmatic  allure  of
YouTube likes. At first glance, one might be
forgiven  for  thinking  that  these  two
phenomena have no more in common than
a cat and a calculus textbook. However, as
we  peel  back  the  layers  of  internet
subculture,  we  discover  a  surprising  link
between the colloquial expression "no cap"
and the digital footprints of none other than
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the  affable  science  communicator,  Tom
Scott. 

Our foray into the realm of data analysis is
not without its whimsical quirks. As we sift
through the digital detritus, we are reminded
of  the  inimitable  idiosyncrasies  that
embroider the fabric of online behavior. It's
akin to peering through a kaleidoscope of
randomness, with each click and keystroke
shaping the ever-evolving landscape of the
world  wide  web.  This  study  represents  a
valiant  attempt  to  traverse  the  convoluted
corridors of digital engagement and emerge
with a semblance of understanding.

We are acutely aware that some may raise
an  incredulous  eyebrow  at  the  mere
prospect of investigating the intersection of
"no  cap"  and  Tom  Scott's  YouTube  likes.
However, as they say, "truth is stranger than
fiction," and our findings may just serve as a
testament to the capricious nature of online
phenomena. So, dear reader, buckle up for
a meandering jaunt through the interplay of
linguistic  vernacular  and  digital  approval.
The  journey  promises  to  be  equal  parts
perplexing and illuminating, perhaps leaving
you with a raised eyebrow of your own.

2. Literature Review

The  nexus  between  internet  culture  and
linguistic  phenomena  has  captured  the
attention of  scholars and armchair  pundits
alike  in  recent  years.  Smith  et  al.  (2018)
conducted a seminal study on the influence
of  colloquial  expressions  in  online
discourse,  laying  the  groundwork  for
inquiries into the relationship between digital
vernacular and user engagement. Similarly,
Doe  (2020)  delved  into  the  enigmatic
undercurrents  of  internet  memes,
unearthing the curious ways in which these
linguistic  artifacts  permeate virtual  spaces.
Meanwhile, Jones (2017) probed the depths
of  social  media  interactions,  offering
tantalizing  insights  into  the  behavioral

dynamics  that  underpin  online
communication.

As we venture further into the labyrinthine
corridors of internet culture, it is imperative
to  consider  the  broader  sociolinguistic
implications  of  our  inquiry.  Works such as
"Internet  Linguistics:  A Student  Guide"  by
Author  (2013)  and  "The  Language  of  the
Internet"  by  Writer  (2016)  offer  invaluable
perspectives  on  the  evolution  of  digital
expressions  and  their  integration  into  the
lexicon  of  contemporary  communication.
These  resources  provide  a  robust
framework  within  which  to  situate  our
investigation into the symbiotic relationship
between  colloquial  phrases  and  digital
endorsement.

Turning to the realm of fiction, the curious
antics of Lewis Carroll's "Alice's Adventures
in Wonderland" and the intricate linguistics
of Mark Z. Danielewski's "House of Leaves"
serve as literary touchstones that mirror the
convoluted  landscape  of  internet  parlance
and user interaction. While these works may
seem far removed from our present inquiry,
their  whimsical  narratives  bear  a  striking
resemblance  to  the  capricious  nature  of
online engagement, inviting us to reflect on
the  idiosyncrasies  of  language  and  digital
subculture.

In a bid to gain firsthand insights into the
lexical  quirks  that  permeate  online
discourse, the authors also delved into the
realm of  children's  cartoons and television
programs.  Animated  series  such  as
"SpongeBob  SquarePants"  and  "Phineas
and Ferb" not only offer a delightful respite
from scholarly  pursuits  but  also  provide a
window into the playful interplay of language
and  humor  that  characterizes  internet
communication.  These  lighthearted  forays
into  popular  culture  enriched  our
understanding  of  the  multifaceted ways  in
which  linguistic  phenomena  manifest  in
digital spaces.
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In  light  of  these  diverse  sources  and
inspirations, our study embarks on a playful
but  rigorous  exploration  of  the  correlation
between Google searches for 'no cap' and
the average number of likes on Tom Scott's
YouTube  videos.  Harnessing  the  spirit  of
academic inquiry and a tinge of whimsy, we
endeavor to unravel the enigmatic tapestry
of  internet  culture  and  offer  a  fresh
perspective  on  the  entwined  dynamics  of
digital  expression  and  audience
engagement.

3. Our approach & methods

Data Collection:

We embarked on our intrepid quest armed
with  nothing  more  than  a  sturdy  internet
connection,  an insatiable  curiosity,  and an
unyielding  determination  to  unravel  the
mysteries  of  digital  behavior.  Our  data
gathering efforts spanned the vast expanse
of  the  interwebs,  with  Google  Trends
becoming  our  trusty  guide  through  the
byzantine labyrinth of online search queries.
We meticulously monitored the fluctuations
in  search interest  for  the phrase "no cap"
from  2009  to  2023,  paying  heed  to  the
peaks  and  troughs  that  mirrored  the  ebb
and flow of linguistic trends. Meanwhile, in
the  bustling  virtual  realm  of  YouTube,  we
devoted  our  unwavering  attention  to  the
whims  of  the  audience,  meticulously
documenting  the  average  number  of  likes
garnered  by  the  erudite  musings  of  the
inimitable Tom Scott.

Data Analysis:

Armed with a veritable arsenal of statistical
tools  and  an  undying  sense  of
determination,  we set out to scrutinize the
data with an unyielding eye for meaningful
patterns.  After  performing  the  ceremonial
incantations of multicollinearity checks and
homoscedasticity  diagnostics,  we  put  the
data through the wringer of linear regression
analysis.  With  bated  breath  and  hearts

aflutter,  we  observed  as  the  p-values
danced  tantalizingly  close  to  the  hallowed
threshold of statistical significance, signaling
the  existence  of  a  compelling  relationship
between  the  enigmatic  "no  cap"  and  the
digital  footprints  of  our  amiable  science
communicator.

Regression Model:

Our  whimsical  sojourn  culminated  in  the
creation of a fittingly convoluted regression
model, encapsulating the intricate dance of
"no cap" searches and Tom Scott's YouTube
likes.  We  carefully  crafted  a  model  that
accounted for  the idiosyncratic fluctuations
in search interests and the capricious whims
of the YouTube audience, ensuring that no
potential  confounder  was left  unaccounted
for. The equations and residuals flowed like
a lyrical symphony, painting a vivid portrait
of  the symbiotic  rapport  between linguistic
whimsy and digital appreciation.

Ethical Considerations:

Amidst  the  dizzying  whirl  of  data  analysis
and  statistical  acrobatics,  we  dutifully
upheld the sacred tenets of research ethics,
treating each data point with the reverence
it  deserved.  We traversed  the labyrinth  of
digital  analytics  with  a  steadfast
commitment  to  integrity,  ensuring  that  our
findings were devoid of bias and distortion.
Our expedition may have been laden with
whimsy, but our dedication to scientific rigor
remained  an  unwavering  lodestar  guiding
our every step.

In  conclusion,  dear  reader,  the  eccentric
journey  we  undertook  in  pursuit  of
knowledge  may  have  been  fraught  with
twists  and  turns,  but  rest  assured,  our
methods  were  as  rigorous  as  they  were
resplendently droll.

4. Results

Our  intrepid  expedition  into  the  entangled
web of online culture has yielded fascinating
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results.  After  examining the data collected
from Google Trends and YouTube, we found
a remarkably robust correlation between the
frequency of Google searches for the term
"no cap" and the average number of  likes
received on Tom Scott's illustrious YouTube
videos.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9499448  underscores  the  striking
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  entities.  Moreover,  the  high  r-
squared value of  0.9023951 suggests that
approximately  90.24%  of  the  variability  in
Tom Scott's YouTube likes can be explained
by  the  fluctuations  in  'no  cap'  searches,
leaving  only  9.76% to  the caprices  of  the
internet.

In  addition,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
provides compelling evidence to reject  the
null  hypothesis  of  no association  between
these  variables,  further  cementing  the
strength  of  the  observed relationship.  The
scatterplot (Fig. 1) vividly depicts the close
alignment  between  the  two  variables,
painting  a  picture  worth  far  more  than  a
mere thousand likes.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  this  study  remarkably
support the prior research on digital culture
and  linguistic  phenomena,  providing
empirical  evidence  for  the  poignant  and
whimsical  connections  between  colloquial

expressions  and  online  engagement.  The
high correlation coefficient and low p-value
underscore the robust relationship between
the frequency of 'no cap' searches and the
average  number  of  likes  on  Tom  Scott's
YouTube videos, validating the suppositions
put forth by previous scholars.

Firstly, the work of Smith et al. (2018) laid
the  groundwork  for  understanding  the
influence of colloquial expressions in online
discourse,  and  our  findings  only  serve  to
cement  the  significance  of  such  linguistic
artifacts  in  digital  environments.  The
seemingly nonsensical phrase "no cap" has
entrenched itself  into the fabric  of  internet
vernacular,  exerting  an  undeniable  impact
on  digital  engagement,  much  like  the
Cheshire  Cat's  enigmatic  smile  captivates
and bewilders readers.

Doe's (2020) exploration of internet memes
also  finds  resonance  in  our  study,  as  we
unearth the curious ways in which linguistic
artifacts,  seemingly as insubstantial  as the
floating  words  in  "House  of  Leaves,"
permeate  virtual  spaces  and  shape  user
engagement.  The  capricious  nature  of
internet parlance mirrors the caprices of the
internet,  lending  credibility  to  our  analysis
and invoking comparable nonsensicality  to
the  wordplay  within  Lewis  Carroll's
"Jabberwocky."  The  "frumious
Bandersnatch"  may  not  be  found  in  our
dataset,  but its metaphoric parallel  echoes
in the liminal spaces of our search trends.

Additionally, Jones (2017) provided insights
into  the behavioral  dynamics  underpinning
online  communication,  offering  a  lens
through which to view our findings. The high
degree of variability in Tom Scott's YouTube
likes explained by the fluctuations in 'no cap'
searches  further  reinforces  the  intricate
interplay of language, culture, and audience
interaction,  much  like  unraveling  the
enigmatic tale within the pages of "House of
Leaves."
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In tandem, the literary touchstones evoked
in  our  literature  review,  including  the
whimsical narratives of "Alice's Adventures
in Wonderland" and the intricate linguistics
of  "House  of  Leaves,"  served  as  apt
analogies  to  the  convoluted  landscape  of
internet parlance and user interaction. Their
comparisons may seem far-flung, but in the
capricious  world  of  internet  culture  and
linguistic  phenomena,  they  offer  a  cogent
analogy that  transcends the boundaries of
their respective media.

In  essence,  our  study  substantiates  and
extends  the  existing  body  of  literature  by
shedding  light  on  the  quirky  interplay  of
digital  expressions  and  user  engagement,
affirming that the caprices of the internet are
not to be underestimated. This exploration,
much like an unexpected Easter  egg in  a
cartoon, enriches our understanding of the
multifaceted  ways  in  which  language
manifests in digital spaces.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has illuminated
a peculiar yet undeniable link between the
informal  phrase  "no  cap"  and  the  digital
currency  of  approval  on  Tom  Scott's
YouTube  platform.  The  robust  correlation
coefficient and significant p-value decisively
assert  the  profound  association  between
these  seemingly  incongruous  elements.
While some may perceive our foray into this
uncharted  territory  as  a  capricious
endeavor,  our  findings  underscore  the
capacious impact of linguistic vernacular on
digital  engagement.  The  intricate  interplay
between  online  culture  and  language
manifests in ways that are both confounding
and  captivating,  akin  to  a  perpetually
spinning fidget spinner of digital enigma.

The implications of our findings extend far
beyond  the  confines  of  this  study,
highlighting  the  whimsical  intricacies  of
internet  subculture and linguistic evolution.
As we navigate the convoluted corridors of

online  behavior,  it  becomes  apparent  that
truth is indeed stranger than fiction, and the
capricious  nature  of  digital  phenomena
continues to bewilder and beguile. Our hope
is that this research serves as a springboard
for  further  exploration  into  the  capricious
dance of  language and digital  approval  in
the ever-shifting landscape of the internet.

In  light  of  the  robust  correlation  and
compelling evidence unearthed in this study,
we assert that the connection between "no
cap"  Google  searches  and  the  average
number  of  likes  on  Tom  Scott's  YouTube
videos  has  been  aptly  deciphered.
Therefore, we emphatically declare that no
further  research is  needed in this  peculiar
nexus of internet culture. It  seems the "no
cap"  has  been  unequivocally  put  on  this
caper!
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