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In this study, we delved into the curious world of surgical technologists in South Dakota and their
unexpected connection to the total comments on Tom Scott's YouTube videos. Drawing data from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics and YouTube archives, we applied rigorous statistical analysis to explore
the relationship between these seemingly disparate variables. To our surprise, the findings revealed
a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9367081 and a p-value of less than 0.01, thus demonstrating a
robust association between the number of surgical technologists in South Dakota and the total
comments on Tom Scott's YouTube videos from 2009 to 2022. While we initially approached this
investigation with skepticism, our results suggest a compelling link that merits further investigation
and may incite jovial discussions among both surgical technologists and YouTube enthusiasts alike.
Our study not only sheds light on this unexpected correlation but also underscores the unanticipated

interplay between obscure occupations and digital discourse in the modern era.

The world of statistical analysis often
leads us down <unexpected paths,
unveiling surprising connections and
perplexing correlations. In this paper, we
present a peculiar investigation into the
relationship between the number of
surgical technologists in South Dakota
and the total comments on Tom Scott's
YouTube videos. While on the surface,
these two variables may appear as
disparate as an appendectomy and a viral
meme, our rigorous analysis has
uncovered a striking association that
defies conventional expectations.

Surgical technologists, the unsung heroes
of the operating room, play a crucial role
in ensuring the seamless execution of
surgical procedures. Similarly, Tom Scott,
a prominent figure in the realm of

educational and entertaining online
content, has amassed a vast following on
YouTube, captivating audiences with his
thought-provoking explorations of the
world around wus. The seemingly
incongruous nature of these two domains
makes the emergence of any relationship
between them all the more intriguing.

As we venture into the realms of labor
statistics and digital engagement, we
stand poised to unravel a mystery that
may have eluded the scholarly gaze until
now. Our journey of inquiry is guided by a
blend of skepticism and curiosity, with an
appreciation for the inimitable irony of
statistical surprises. While the
convergence of surgical technologists and
YouTube comments may appear
enigmatic, it demands our attention and

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



elicits a smile at the symphonic harmony
of the unexpected.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature on the intersection of
surgical technologists in South Dakota
and the total comments on Tom Scott
YouTube videos is surprisingly sparse.
While conventional wisdom may suggest
that these two phenomena exist in
entirely separate spheres, our foray into
the existing research illuminates a
different perspective. Smith et al. (2017)
provided an in-depth analysis of the
demand for healthcare professionals in
rural areas, including South Dakota, but
regrettably did not delve into the
potential impact of surgical technologists
on digital content engagement, much to
our disappointment. Similarly, Doe and
Jones (2019) explored the influence of
social media on public health perceptions,
highlighting the power of online platforms
in shaping healthcare narratives, yet left
unexplored the curious interplay between
surgical support staff and YouTube
banter.

Turning to the broader context of
occupational dynamics, "The Rise of
Medical Professionals in the Midwest" by
Dr. A. Parson (2015) offers valuable
insights into the shifting landscape of
healthcare employment, albeit without
any mention of virtual interactions with
prominent online educators. Moreover,
"The Digital Age of Healthcare" by Dr. E.
Barnes (2018) addresses the profound
impact of technology on the medical field,
but fails to consider the impact of surgical
technologists on the comment sections of
popular YouTube channels.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, "The
Surgeon's Secret" by M. Nightingale and
"Digital Dilemmas" by A. Algorithm (2020)
may not directly address our specific
inquiry, but their enthralling narratives
serve as a reminder of the enigmatic
connections that can emerge in seemingly
unrelated domains. Furthermore, the
classic board game "Operation" offers a

whimsical analogy for the delicate
precision required in both surgical
assistance and digital discourse
moderation, reminding us that
unexpected parallels can lurk in the most
familiar of places.

METHODOLOGY

To embark on this unlikely journey of
statistical exploration, we adopted a
multi-faceted approach that involved the
mining of data from disparate sources,
traversing through the digital archives of
the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the
enigmatic landscape of YouTube. Our
initial steps involved accessing historical
records of the number of surgical
technologists employed in the state of
South Dakota from 2009 to 2022. This
process was akin to navigating a labyrinth
of medical data, where each digit and
decimal held the potential to unravel the
mystery of the surgical technologist's
impact.

Simultaneously, we delved into the virtual
amphitheater of YouTube, where Tom
Scott's  incisive and intellectually
titillating videos captivate audiences
worldwide. Our quest involved sifting
through the total comments on his vast
array of uploads, revealing a rich tapestry
of digital discourse that mirrored the ebb
and flow of societal engagement.

After meticulously harvesting these
datasets, we summoned the statistical
titans of our research arsenal to wield the
power of correlation analysis and
regression models. The purpose was to
discern potential relationships between
the number of surgical technologists and
the volume of comments on Tom Scott's
videos. We sought to quantify the
fortuitous convergence of these variables,
armed with p-values, correlation
coefficients, and a dash of statistical
sorcery.

Perhaps the most whimsical component of
our methodology involved the utilization
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of a top-secret algorithm, known
affectionately within our research enclave
as the "Techno-Commentator Index." This
clandestine formula, concocted by the
prodigious minds within our team, sought
to encapsulate the essence of the surgical
technologist's impact on the digital realm.
It accounted for nuances such as the
surgical specialty mix, regional
idiosyncrasies, and YouTube engagement
patterns, weaving them into a grand
tapestry of correlation scores and grand
internet theatricality. The experimenter's
wink occasionally peeked through the
solemn veneer of our methods, evoking a
lighthearted chuckle amidst the
labyrinthine corridors of academia.

As we ventured deeper into the statistical
rabbit hole, we harnessed the enigmatic
powers of time-series analysis to discern
potential causal relationships and
temporal trends. This endeavor served as
a gentle but poignant reminder that not
all who wander through statistical
landscapes are lost, and that the peculiar
hues of correlation often conceal tales of
transient fascination.

Having meticulously navigated this
odyssey of data sorcery and statistical
musings, we arrived at the revelation of a
striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9367081 and a p-value less than 0.01,
encapsulating the enigmatic bond
between the number of surgical
technologists in South Dakota and the
total comments on Tom Scott's YouTube
videos. This statistical odyssey, though
steeped in comedy and whimsy, has
unveiled a compelling tale of correlation
that invites scholarly reflection and the
occasional jovial nod amidst the empirical
revelations.

With due reverence for the labyrinthine
nature of our statistical escapades, we
present these findings with the
unassuming stance of data explorers,
navigating the chimerical landscapes of
surgical scrubs and digital scruples.

RESULTS

RESULTS

The statistical analysis conducted on the
data obtained from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and the YouTube archives
yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.9367081, with an r-squared value of
0.8774220 and a p-value of less than 0.01.
These remarkably robust statistical
metrics indicate a remarkably strong
association between the number of
surgical technologists in South Dakota
and the total comments on Tom Scott's
YouTube videos from 2009 to 2022.

Figure 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating
this unexpected and somewhat whimsical
relationship. As we contemplated this
correlation, we couldn't help but marvel
at the curious absurdity of it all. Who
would have thought that the diligent
individuals donning scrubs in South
Dakota operating rooms could have an
impact on the  virtual musings
accompanying Tom  Scott's eclectic
videos? It's an enigma wrapped in a
statistical conundrum, all served with a
side of statistical significance and a dash
of bemusement.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The strength of this correlation prompts
us to consider the potential implications.
Could the surgical technologists in the
Mount Rushmore State possess an
uncanny knack for inspiring fervent
online discussions, or is there an intricate
web of causality at play, weaving together
the worlds of surgical precision and
digital discourse? One cannot help but
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ponder the whimsical dance of fate that
interlaces these seemingly unrelated
spheres.

The results of this investigation not only
challenge traditional notions of
correlation but also underscore the
enchanting, often whimsical, surprises
that statistical analysis can unveil. They
raise more questions than answers and
inspire us to continue exploring the
myriad connections that lie beneath the
surface of seemingly disparate
phenomena. As the saying goes, the world
of statistics is akin to a box of chocolates;
you never know what bizarre correlation
you're going to get.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study have shed light
on a remarkably strong and unexpected
association between the number of
surgical technologists in South Dakota
and the total comments on Tom Scott's
YouTube videos. It is quite intriguing that
the diligent individuals in the operating
rooms of South Dakota could have such a
considerable impact on the virtual
interactions surrounding Tom Scott's
YouTube content. Our statistical analysis
yielded robust correlation coefficients and
p-values, which support the validity of this
seemingly whimsical relationship. These
results align with the surprising nature of
the literature review, where seemingly
unrelated domains unexpectedly
converged, evoking a "surgeon's secret"
aspect to the revelation. This study adds a
new layer to the complex world of
correlations, serving as a quizzical
reminder of the enigmatic connections
that can emerge.

The high correlation coefficient and
strong statistical significance imply more
than just an amusing and whimsical
observation. It raises questions about the
nature of causality and the interplay
between spheres that, on the surface,
would seemingly have little to do with
each other. It opens the door to a new
avenue of inquiry, inviting further

exploration of the potential influences and
interactions between the healthcare
industry and digital content engagement.
Perhaps the scrubs of South Dakota hold
a secret enigma, an unexpected force
shaping the landscape of online
discussions, much like the unpredictable
nature of a game of "Operation."

As we dive deeper into this unexpected
union of statistics and amusement, we are
reminded of the inherent joy in
discovering the unexpected. The quirks
and idiosyncrasies of statistical analysis
not only broaden our understanding of
correlations but also serve to captivate
and amuse the academic mind. In the
spirit of embracing the unexpected, this
study urges further investigation into the
whimsical dance of fate that intertwines
the seemingly wunrelated professional
endeavors with the virtual realms of
digital engagement. After all, statistics is
as unpredictable as a "box of chocolates"
- a delightful and bewildering array of
potential correlations that never ceases to
amaze and amuse.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our investigation into the
intriguing dance of digits between the
number of surgical technologists in South
Dakota and the total comments on Tom
Scott's YouTube videos has illuminated a
statistically robust and bafflingly strong
correlation. While we embarked on this
journey with a healthy dose of skepticism,
the numbers don't lie, and they have led
us to a whimsical rendezvous of two
seemingly unrelated realms.

The curious interplay of these variables
may  prompt a  thought-provoking
discussion among enthusiasts of both the
operating theater and the virtual stage.
One might even jest that the meticulous
precision of surgical technologists could
well be mirrored in the meticulousness of
typing out comments on a YouTube video,
or ponder if indeed their presence
somehow inspires engaging banter and
digital discourse. The mind boggles at the
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potential implications and the perplexing
confluence of these seemingly disparate
domains.

Our research has not only unveiled this
unexpected correlation but also
highlighted the delightful absurdity that
can stem from seemingly incongruous
partnerships. As we bid adieu to this
statistical escapade, we assert that
further investigation in this area might
risk unraveling the whimsical charm of
this strange statistical waltz. Nonetheless,
it leaves us with a wry smile and an
appreciation for the unpredictable
mysteries that statistical analysis can
reveal.

Therefore, to borrow from the distilled
wisdom of our findings, it seems that no
further research is needed in this
fascinatingly peculiar realm. We'll leave
this curious correlation to simmer gently
in the annals of statistical curiosities, all
while enjoying the quirky dance of data
that has graced our research with its
enigmatic presence.
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