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Houghton, Michigan
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In this  study,  we  take a deep breath and delve  into the  connection between air
pollution  in  Houghton,  Michigan,  and  the  total  Major  League  Baseball  (MLB)
league  revenue.  While  many  may  think  we're  just  "fanning  the  air"  with  this
research,  our  findings  show  a  striking  correlation  between  the  two  seemingly
unrelated factors.  Utilizing  data from the  Environmental  Protection Agency and
Statista, we calculated a correlation coefficient of 0.9999892 and p < 0.01 for the
period  spanning  from  2001  to  2020.  This  statistically  significant  relationship
between air quality in the charming Houghton region and the financial prosperity of
America's favorite pastime has left us "gasping for air" in disbelief. Our findings
may have folks wondering if there's a “puff piece” in the economic playbook that
we're missing. So gear up to "clear the air" and join us as we unravel the "air-
raising" connection between air pollution in Houghton, Michigan, and MLB league
revenue.

INTRODUCTION

As  we  know,  the  air  we  breathe  plays  a
critical  role  in  our  health  and  well-being.
But  who would have thought  that  it  could
also  have  a  significant  impact  on  the
financial success of Major League Baseball
(MLB)? In this paper, we aim to uncover the
surprising relationship between air pollution
in Houghton, Michigan, and the total MLB
league revenue. It's a breath of fresh air in
the  world  of  economic  analysis,  as  we
navigate  through  the  realms  of

environmental science and sports finance to
untangle this intriguing connection.

Houghton,  Michigan,  renowned  for  its
picturesque landscapes  and pristine  natural
beauty,  might  not  be  the  first  place  that
comes to mind when one thinks of baseball
revenue.  You're  more  likely  to  envision
grand  stadiums,  hot  dogs,  and  avid  fans
cheering on their  favorite teams. However,
the winds of change have blown in a new
perspective,  compelling  us  to  ponder
whether  air  pollution  could  be  the  unsung

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



hero  or  villain  in  the  game  of  economic
success.

As  we  embark  on  this  journey,  we  must
inhale  the  reality  that  air  pollution  is  a
pervasive  issue  with  potential  implications
far  beyond  its  apparent  environmental
consequences.  While  it’s  tempting  to  “air”
on the side of caution with our findings, our
analysis  “cleared  the  air”  on  the  link
between levels of pollution and the financial
health of MLB. We have set out to debunk
the  myth  that  the  only  thing  “foul”  in
baseball is a stray ball. Could it be that smog
and financial success have been engaged in
a clandestine romance?

The  data,  gathered  from  authoritative
sources  such  as  the  Environmental
Protection  Agency  and  Statista,  were
subjected to rigorous statistical analysis. Lo
and  behold,  the  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9999892 and p < 0.01 for the period from
2001  to  2020  left  us  stunned.  The  air
pollution  levels  in  Houghton,  Michigan,
seemed to wield a remarkable influence on
the total MLB league revenue, causing us to
wonder  if  there  might  be  a  “puff  piece”
hidden in the annals of economic theory.

As we delve into the nuances of this unusual
relationship, we invite our esteemed readers
to  brace  themselves  for  a  whirlwind  of
insights and, yes, a fair share of wisecracks.
Join  us  in  unraveling  this  “air-raising”
connection with a spirit  of curiosity as we
attempt  to  go  beyond  the  “smog  and
mirrors” of traditional economic analysis. So
buckle  up,  and  let’s  "clear  the  air"  as  we
explore  the  unexpected  intersection  of  air
pollution  in  Houghton,  Michigan,  and  the
financial  fortune  of  MLB  –  a  story  that's
sure to take your breath away.

Prior research

The literature on the connection between air
pollution and economic phenomena offers a
rich tapestry of insightful studies and, dare I
say, some "punny" insights. In "Air Quality
and  Major  League  Baseball  Revenues"  by
Smith et al., the authors find an unexpected
correlation between air pollution levels and
MLB financial  success  –  a  discovery  that
has  us  "gasping  for  air"  with  anticipation.
Similarly,  Doe's  study  "A Breath  of  Fresh
Wealth:  The  Impact  of  Air  Pollution  on
MLB Revenue" sheds light on the intricate
relationship between airborne contaminants
and  the  bottom  line  of  America's  favorite
pastime.

Turning the pages to non-fiction works, we
encounter "The Economics of Clean Air" by
Jones,  which,  while  addressing  broader
environmental  ramifications,  intriguingly
alludes  to  the  potential  ramifications  of
cleaner air on industries that are seemingly
unrelated,  such  as  professional  sports.
Adding another layer of sophistication to our
understanding,  "The  Financial  Winds  of
Change:  How  Air  Pollution  Shapes
Economic Landscapes" by Green delves into
the  broader  impact  of  air  quality  on
economic  sectors,  from  manufacturing  to
entertainment – a work that blows us away
with its relevance.

Venturing  into  the  world  of  fiction  that
seems oddly linked to our investigation, we
find J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Fellowship of the
Clean Air." While not directly related to air
pollution and MLB revenue, the title alone
sparks creativity in associative thinking that
sometimes  leads  to  groundbreaking
academic breakthroughs! Adding a dash of
whimsy,  Terry  Pratchett's  "Going  Postal"
humorously explores the realm of economic
shenanigans  and  might  just  inspire  us  to
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uncover  some  "air"  of  legitimacy  in  our
unlikely hypothesis.

Taking  a  cinematic  detour,  our  analysis
wouldn’t  be  complete  without
acknowledging films that, in some uncanny
way,  touch  upon  our  research  focus.
"Moneyball" provides us with a glimpse into
the  complexities  of  the  MLB  financial
landscape,  urging  us  to  explore  uncharted
territories  in  our  quest  for  unanticipated
links.  Meanwhile,  "The  Great  Outdoors"
lightheartedly underscores the aesthetic and
atmospheric  qualities  of  the  environment,
reminding  us  that  the  air  we  breathe  may
play  a  larger  role  in  our  lives  –  and  the
economy – than meets the eye.

As  we  weave  through  these  scholarly  and
not-so-scholarly sources, it's evident that our
investigation into the correlation between air
pollution in Houghton, Michigan, and MLB
league  revenue  is  as  much  an  intellectual
endeavor as it is a whimsical excursion into
uncharted research territory. So, let’s take a
deep breath and press on with our analysis,
as  the  unexpected  often  yields  the  most
delightful surprises.

Approach

METHODOLOGY

To uncover the hidden relationship between
air pollution in Houghton, Michigan, and the
total MLB league revenue, we embarked on
a  research  journey  as  exhilarating  as  a
seventh-inning  stretch.  Our  data  collection
efforts  were  as  meticulous  as  a
groundskeeper  grooming  the  outfield,
covering the period from 2001 to 2020.

First,  we  harnessed  the  power  of  the
internet,  navigating  the  virtual  bases  like

skilled  outfielders  tracking down fly  balls.
We  gallantly  scoured  through  databases,
websites,  and  statistical  resources,
channeling  our  inner  Sherlock  Holmes  to
unravel  clues  that  could shed light  on this
surprising  connection.  The  Environmental
Protection Agency and Statista emerged as
our main sources of data, akin to star players
in a championship-winning lineup.

With an analytical arsenal that would make
even  a  sabermetrician  proud,  we  crunched
numbers  and  dove  into  statistical  analyses
with  the  precision  of  a  seasoned  umpire
calling  strikes.  We  calculated  correlation
coefficients  and  p-values  with  the  same
focus and determination that a batter brings
to  the  plate,  swinging  for  the  fences  in
pursuit of a home run.

The  statistical  methods  employed  in  this
study had more layers than a well-executed
double  play,  incorporating  techniques  such
as  multiple  regression  analysis,  trend
analysis,  and  time  series  modeling.  We
tailored  our  approach  to  ensure  that  our
findings stood strong like an infield defense,
ready to field any potential  criticisms with
grace and resilience.

It is worth noting, however, that our research
methods were not without challenges. Much
like a pitcher facing a formidable lineup, we
encountered curveballs in the form of data
limitations,  seasonal  fluctuations,  and  the
ever-elusive  specter  of  confounding
variables. Yet, true to the spirit of the game,
we maneuvered through these obstacles with
unwavering determination, aiming to deliver
a research grand slam that would leave our
audience in awe.

In summary, our methodology was a mix of
analytical  rigor,  tenacity,  and  a  touch  of
playful  creativity—mirroring  the  spirit  of
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baseball  itself.  So,  as  we round the bases,
preparing to present our findings, we invite
readers to join us in celebrating a research
journey  that  captured  the  essence  of  both
scientific inquiry and the thrill of the game.
And remember, in the game of research, as
in  baseball,  a  little  levity  can  make  the
grandest slam all the more enjoyable.

Results

RESULTS

The results of our analysis have left us, quite
literally,  gasping  for  air.  In  examining  the
data  collected  from  the  Environmental
Protection Agency and Statista for the period
from  2001  to  2020,  we  discovered  a
stunning correlation between air pollution in
Houghton,  Michigan  and  the  total  Major
League Baseball (MLB) league revenue.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9999892 and
r-squared  of  0.9999784  unveiled  a
relationship so strong that we had to pause
and  catch  our  breath.  The  p-value  of  less
than 0.01 further solidified the significance
of  this  connection,  leaving us  in  no doubt
that there is more to Houghton’s air quality
than meets the eye.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  findings  are  graphically  depicted  in
Figure  1,  where  a  scatterplot  vividly
illustrates  the  tight  bond  between  air
pollution  levels  and  MLB league  revenue.
The  steep  upward  trajectory  of  the  data
points  practically  shouts,  "Take  a  deep
breath and pay attention to this correlation!"

While  it  may  seem  like  a  tall  tale,  our
research  has,  quite  unexpectedly,  given  a
new meaning to the phrase "clearing the air."
The inescapable conclusion is that the air we
breathe  in  Houghton,  Michigan appears  to
wield  a  remarkable  influence  on  the
financial  health  of  America's  favorite
pastime.

In  conclusion,  our  results  have  not  only
revealed  a  striking  correlation  between  air
pollution  in  Houghton  and  MLB  league
revenue, but they have also blown away any
preconceived  notions  about  the  impact  of
environmental  factors  on  economic
prosperity. Our findings may inspire a whole
new line of inquiry into the intersection of
environmental  quality  and  economic
success, providing a breath of fresh air in the
fields  of  both  environmental  science  and
sports finance. So, let's all take a moment to
inhale the significance of this discovery and
appreciate the unexpected ways in which the
winds  of  change  can  shape  our  economic
landscapes.

Discussion of findings

The  results  of  this  study  certainly  breath
new  life  into  the  realm  of  air  pollution
research.  The  striking  correlation  we've
unearthed between air quality in Houghton,
Michigan  and  the  total  Major  League
Baseball  (MLB)  league  revenue  not  only
serves  as  a  testament  to  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  unrelated
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phenomena  but  also  gives  us  a  reason  to
ponder  whether  there's  a  "breeze"  of
legitimacy in our unexpected hypothesis.

Our  findings,  which  align  with  the  prior
research conducted by Smith et al. and Doe,
offer  compelling  evidence  that  cleaner  air
might indeed translate into greater financial
success  for  MLB.  It  seems  that  the
whimsical  associations  we’ve  drawn  from
the likes of J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Fellowship
of the Clean Air" have, in their own quirky
way,  nudged  us  toward  a  fascinating
academic  revelation  –  one  that’s  pointing
toward  a  potential  winning  streak  for
businesses  rooted  in  cleaner  air
environments.

Our  analysis,  buoyed  by  the  statistical
significance  of  the  correlation  coefficient,
renders  a  powerful  blow  to  any  lingering
doubts  about  the  influential  role  of
environmental  factors  in  economic
prosperity.  If  anything,  our  data  paints  a
clear  picture  that  we've  not  just  been
"blowing hot air" in our examination.

It’s worth noting that the relationship we’ve
uncovered doesn’t just stop at the financial
health of the MLB. It whispers echoes of a
broader impact, urging us to revisit Green’s
work  on  the  broader  implications  of  air
quality on economic sectors. Could it be that
the  answer  to  bolstering  economic
prosperity lies in "clearing the air" in more
ways than one?

As we reflect  on  the  unexpected  twists  in
our  research  journey,  it’s  clear  that  the
discoveries we’ve made aren’t  just  a "puff
piece." Instead, they breathe a fresh breath
of  air  into  the  economic  playbook,  paving
the way for further exploration of the subtle
tendrils  that  connect  the  environment  and
financial landscapes. So, let’s raise a toast to

the "air-raising" connections that continue to
blow our minds and inspire new avenues of
inquiry.

Conclusion

In  closing,  our  research  has  gone  beyond
simply "blowing hot air" and has uncovered
a  compelling  relationship  between  air
pollution  in  Houghton,  Michigan  and  the
total MLB league revenue. The statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9999892 and p < 0.01 for the period from
2001  to  2020  has  left  us  winded.  The
"smoggy romance" between air quality and
baseball  revenue has  underscored the need
for  a  deeper  understanding  of  the
unexpected  intersections  of  environmental
and economic factors. Our findings beckon
us to ponder whether there's a "draft" in the
world of sports finance that can explain this
phenomenon.

From the "air-raising" influence of pollution
to  the  "puff  piece"  hidden  in  economic
theory, our study has certainly blown the lid
off conventional wisdom. It seems that the
financial fate of MLB may not solely rest on
players' home runs or fans' ticket purchases,
but  rather  on  the  unseen  dance  of  air
molecules  in  Houghton,  Michigan.  As
researchers,  we  cannot  help  but  marvel  at
the  "air-ruption"  of  new  knowledge  this
investigation has brought.

In light of these revelations, we assert that
no more research is needed in this area. The
winds  of  change  have  spoken,  leaving  us
breathless with their unexpected impact on
the  world  of  sports  finance.  It  is,  indeed,
time to "clear the air" and acknowledge the
pivotal  role  of  air  quality  in  shaping  the
financial destinies of our favorite pastimes.
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