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Abstract

The impact of political affiliations on culinary choices has been a topic of interest across various 
disciplines. In this study, we present a comprehensive analysis of the correlation between votes for the 
Republican presidential candidate in North Carolina and the consumption of hotdogs by the champion of 
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition. Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, 
Harvard Dataverse, and Wikipedia, we unearth a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9607301 with a p-
value of less than 0.01, spanning from 1979 to 2020. Our findings unravel an intricate association 
between political leanings and competitive eating, shedding light on a curious interplay between civic 
engagement and gastronomic inclinations. This study provides an amusing yet compelling insight into the 
nexus of political allegiances and the savory world of competitive hotdog consumption.
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1. Introduction

The  intersection  of  politics  and  food
consumption  has  been  a  source  of  both
fascination  and  levity  in  academic  circles.

While  the  correlation  between  voting
patterns and culinary preferences may not
seem  immediately  apparent,  it  is  a  topic
worthy  of  investigation  for  its  potential
societal  implications – and its potential  for

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



sparking laughter at academic conferences.
In  this  paper,  we  delve  into  the  curious
relationship  between  votes  for  the
Republican presidential  candidate in  North
Carolina and the consumption of hotdogs by
the champion of  Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating
Competition.

Amidst  the  sea  of  serious  scholarly
inquiries, we embark on an exploration that
embraces the lighthearted and offbeat.  As
we burrow through the data gathered from
esteemed  sources  such  as  MIT  Election
Data  and  Science  Lab  and  the  Harvard
Dataverse,  we  are  met  with  an
unexpectedly tantalizing aroma of statistical
significance.  The  resulting  findings,  much
like  a  well-cooked  sausage,  are  bound  to
leave  an  indelible  impression  on  our
understanding  of  human  behavior  and,
hopefully,  invoke an appetite for  academic
inquiry.

On the surface, one may harbor skepticism
about the relevance of these two seemingly
disparate  domains.  Nevertheless,  as  we
peel back the layers of statistical analysis,
we  uncover  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9607301 with a p-value that gleams like a
freshly polished condiment stand – lingering
below  the  0.01  threshold.  These  figures,
while  maintaining  a  suitably  serious
countenance,  also  whisper  a  playful
invitation  to  consider  the  tantalizing
possibility of a connection between political
allegiances and culinary prowess.

In  our  pursuit  of  understanding  the
enigmatic web of human behavior, we invite
our  esteemed  readers  to  join  us  on  this
intellectual romp through the ballot box and
the bun. Together, let us savor the delicious
and  sometimes  absurd  correlations  that
underpin our everyday existence.  After  all,
what  could  be  more  academically  fulfilling
than unraveling the inexplicably interwoven
threads of political leanings and competitive
hotdog  consumption,  all  while  eliciting  a
chuckle or two along the way?

2. Literature Review

The correlation between political behaviors
and food consumption has been a topic of
growing  interest  in  the  academic
community,  with  a  particular  emphasis  on
uncovering unexpected and often whimsical
associations. Smith et al. (2015) examined
the  link  between  voting  patterns  and
gastronomic  inclinations  in  their  study,
"Political  Palates:  A Statistical  Analysis  of
Culinary  Preferences  and  Partisan
Loyalties,"  presenting  a  thought-provoking
exploration of the quirky interplay between
civic  engagement  and  dietary  choices.
Building  upon  this  foundation,  Doe  and
Jones (2018) further delved into the realm
of competitive eating and political affiliations
in  their  publication,  "Red,  White,  and
Wieners:  Investigating the Nexus Between
Competitive Eating Champions and Political
Leanings,"  offering  intriguing  insights  into
the intersection of voracious appetites and
partisan allegiances.

As we venture into this unexpected territory,
we  cannot  overlook  the  contributions  of
works such as "The Hotdog in History" by
Smith  (2009)  and  "Sausage  Politics:  A
Cultural  Analysis of Culinary Symbolism in
Electoral Campaigns" by Doe (2012). While
delving  into  non-fiction  literature,  we  also
find inspiration in fictional works that offer a
whimsical  lens  through  which  to  view  the
intricate  connections  between  politics  and
culinary  culture,  including  "The  Hunger
Games" by Collins (2008) and "A Feast for
Crows"  by  Martin  (2005).  In  the  realm  of
board  games,  "Food  Fight:  The
Congressional  Edition"  emerges  as  a
satirical yet strangely relatable depiction of
the  political  maneuvering  that  often
surrounds culinary decision-making.

The  infusion  of  humor  and  levity  into
academic discourse is both refreshing and
enlightening,  providing  a  momentarily
delightful diversion from the typical scholarly
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rigor. In this spirit,  we should embrace the
opportunity  to  unearth  unexpected
correlations and indulge in the lighthearted
exploration of  the ballot  box  and the bun.
After  all,  in  the  vast  banquet  of  scholarly
pursuits,  there is ample room to savor the
amusing and the bizarre, particularly when it
comes  to  unraveling  the  peculiar  nexus
between Republican votes in North Carolina
and  the  consumption  of  hotdogs  by
Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating  Competition
Champion.

3. Our approach & methods

In  order  to  explore  the  ostensible
connection  between  votes  for  the
Republican presidential  candidate in  North
Carolina  and  the  consumption  of
frankfurters by the victor of the Nathan's Hot
Dog  Eating  Competition,  a  series  of
methodological maneuvers were concocted
to extract and scrutinize the pertinent data.

First  and  foremost,  data  on  electoral
outcomes  in  North  Carolina  from 1979  to
2020 was culled from the MIT Election Data
and  Science  Lab.  This  dataset  was  then
lovingly  massaged  and  tenderly  seasoned
to  ensure  its  palatability  for  statistical
analysis.  The  delectable  morsels  of
information  regarding  the  consumption  of
hot  dogs  by  the  illustrious  champion  of
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition were
sourced largely from the unofficially official
font  of  knowledge,  Wikipedia.  While  some
may raise an eyebrow at  this  choice,  it  is
worth noting that Wikipedia has become a
surprisingly  reliable  repository  of  quirky
facts  and  figures,  much  like  the  odd
assortment of condiments one might find at
a hot dog stand.

Once  the  ingredients  were  gathered,  a
heaping serving of  statistical  analysis  was
prepared.  Various  correlation  tests,
including the Pearson correlation coefficient
and  its  accompanying  p-value,  were
employed  to  discern  any  discernible

patterns  between  the  two  seemingly
incongruous sets of data. The application of
these  statistical  tools  allowed  for  the
detection  of  potential  associations  that
might  have  otherwise  slipped  through  the
cracks,  not  unlike  a  particularly  elusive
dollop of relish.

Moreover,  to ensure the robustness of our
findings and to validate the validity  of  our
suppositions,  alternative  statistical
techniques  were  considered.  Sensitivity
analyses and permutation tests were toyed
with  like  condiment  choices  at  a  hot  dog
stand,  each  offering  a  different  flavor  of
assurance  regarding  the  strength  of  the
observed correlation.

In the spirit of full disclosure, it is imperative
to  acknowledge  the  inherent  limitations  of
such an investigation. Causality,  much like
the  elusive  quest  for  the  perfect  hot  dog
topping,  remains  a  complex  and
understudied  issue  in  this  context.
Therefore,  while  we  present  our  findings
with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  connoisseur
introducing their  favorite  hot  dog joint,  we
urge readers to savor this study with a pinch
of scholarly skepticism.

In the end,  the seasoned stew of  election
data  and  hot  dog  consumption  statistics
yielded  a  surprising  aroma  of  statistical
significance, driving us closer to unraveling
the  enigmatic  tapestry  of  human  behavior
and culinary idiosyncrasies. While the road
to understanding the nexus of politics and
competitive  eating  may  at  times  be  as
winding  as  a  strand  of  sauerkraut,  our
methodological approach sought to navigate
this  convoluted  terrain  with  a  blend  of
rigorous analysis and lighthearted curiosity.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  unveiled  a
remarkably  robust  correlation  between
votes  for  the  Republican  presidential
candidate  in  North  Carolina  and  the
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consumption of hotdogs by the champion of
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition. Over
the period from 1979 to 2020, a correlation
coefficient of 0.9607301 emerged from the
statistical  crucible,  reflecting  a  strong
positive  relationship  between  these
seemingly unrelated variables.

We were delighted to observe an r-squared
value  of  0.9230023,  indicating  that
approximately  92.3%  of  the  variation  in
hotdog  consumption  by  the  Nathan's  Hot
Dog Eating Competition champion could be
explained  by  the  variation  in  Republican
votes in North Carolina. This finding, much
like  a  perfectly  crafted  hotdog,  was  both
surprising and satisfying.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01
suggested a level of statistical significance
that would make even the most discerning
hotdog  connoisseur  nod  in  approval.  The
relationship between these variables stood
firm under rigorous scrutiny, beckoning us to
ponder  the  uncanny  alignment  of  political
persuasion  and  competitive  hotdog
consumption with a mixture of amusement
and scholarly intrigue.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  Fig.  1,  the  scatterplot  lays  bare  the
compelling  correlation  we  uncovered.  The
data  points,  akin  to  a  smorgasbord  of
political  and  gastronomic  inclinations,
coalesce into a visual representation of the
unmistakable  association  between

Republican  votes  and  hotdog  ingestion
prowess. The figure stands as a testament
to  the  unexpected  entanglement  of  civic
engagement  and  gustatory  feats,  inviting
both appreciation for its scientific value and
a chuckle at the whimsical nature of human
behavior.

These findings proffer an insightful glimpse
into  the  capricious  dance  of  political
allegiances  and  culinary  proclivities,
underscoring  the  delightful  eccentricities
that  permeate  our  societal  tapestry.  The
correlation  identified  in  this  study,  while
initially  cloaked  in  the  mundane  garb  of
statistical  analysis,  reveals  a  compelling
narrative of human behavior that transcends
the  confines  of  conventional  research
inquiries.

These results, much like a perfectly grilled
hotdog, leave a lingering impression that is
both  intellectually  nourishing  and
humorously  whimsical,  underscoring  the
intricate  connections  that  abound  in  our
world – and reminding us that academia can
indeed  be  a  place  of  serious  inquiry  and
joyous revelry, sometimes at the same time.

5. Discussion

Our findings  have unearthed a captivating
relationship  between  votes  for  the
Republican presidential  candidate in  North
Carolina and the consumption of hotdogs by
the champion of  Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating
Competition. With a correlation coefficient of
0.9607301,  the  alignment  between  these
apparently  distinctive  phenomena  is  as
compelling  as  it  is  eyebrow-raising.  Our
results not only echo the work of Smith et al.
(2015) and Doe and Jones (2018) but also
reinforce the notion that the ballot box and
the bun may be more closely entwined than
previously envisaged.

The  robustness of  our  correlation,  akin  to
the smoky flavor of a well-grilled hotdog, is
supported by the notion that approximately
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92.3%  of  the  variation  in  hotdog
consumption  by  the  Nathan's  Hot  Dog
Eating  Competition  champion  can  be
elucidated  by  the  variation  in  Republican
votes  in  North  Carolina.  This  lends
credence  to  the  whimsical  yet  meaningful
musings  of  Smith  (2009)  and  Doe (2012)
regarding the nuanced interplay of culinary
symbolism  in  electoral  campaigns.  As  we
digest  these results,  it  becomes clear  that
the synergistic relationship between political
allegiances  and  competitive  hotdog
consumption  is  not  merely  a  flavor  of  the
month but a recurring motif in the culinary
theater of American politics.

The  statistical  significance  of  our  findings,
with a p-value of less than 0.01, serves as a
firm nod to the alignment of these variables,
reminiscent  of  the  nod  of  approval  one
might give to a perfectly constructed hotdog.
Our study not only underscores the inherent
peculiarity  of  human  behavior  but  also
highlights the delightful interconnectedness
of seemingly disparate facets of our societal
fabric.

The scatterplot, much like a visual feast for
the  scholarly  eye,  offers  a  compelling
portrayal  of  the  unanticipated  association
between  Republican  votes  and  hotdog
prowess.  It  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
veritable  confluence  of  civic  engagement
and gastronomic feats, urging us to marvel
at the whimsical nature of human proclivities
while  appreciating  the  scholarly  rigor
underpinning this discovery. Our results, like
a well-spiced hotdog, elicit  a simultaneous
appreciation  for  the  quirkiness  of  human
behavior  and  the  scholarly  pursuit  of
meaningful insights.

In  conclusion,  our  study  nuances  the
intricate  web  of  connections  between
political behaviors and culinary indulgences.
As  we  savor  the  interplay  of  statistical
robustness  and  whimsical  revelations,  we
are  reminded  that  even  in  the  serious
domain  of  academic  research,  there  is
always room for a dash of humor and the

unexpected  –  much  like  finding  pickles  in
unexpected places.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has brought to light
the surprisingly  strong correlation between
votes  for  the  Republican  presidential
candidate  in  North  Carolina  and  the
consumption of hotdogs by the champion of
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition. The
compelling  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9607301,  reminiscent  of  a  perfectly
twisted sausage,  has intrigued us and left
us craving more insights into this delightfully
quirky association.

While our findings emphasize the statistical
significance  of  the  relationship  between
political  leanings  and  competitive  hotdog
consumption, it also beckons us to ponder
the deeper connections that transcend the
world  of  numbers  and  p-values.  As  we
reflect  on  the  whimsical  nature  of  these
intertwined  realms,  we  can't  help  but
wonder  about  the  potential  societal
implications of  this correlation.  Who would
have thought that political preferences and
hotdog-eating prowess would share such an
intriguing connection? It's as if every ballot
cast  and  every  bite  taken  contribute  to  a
grand symphony of unexpected harmonies.

As we close the lid on this particular chapter
of  inquiry,  we  are  left  with  a  profound
appreciation for the delightful idiosyncrasies
that permeate our world. This study serves
as  a  gentle  reminder  that  even  the  most
peculiar  correlations  can  offer  valuable
insights, not to mention a hearty chuckle or
two. After all,  every statistical analysis can
benefit  from  a  dash  of  humor  and  a
sprinkling of levity!

In the spirit of academic inquiry and perhaps
an unabashed love of puns, we assert that
no more research is needed in this area. It's
safe  to  say  that  we've  relished  this
investigation to the fullest,  and it's  time to
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pass  the  mustard  onto  new  research
endeavors.  Cheers  to  uncovering  the
unexpected,  even  if  it  involves  a  few
hotdogs along the way.
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