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Abstract

This study delves into the curious correlation between the votes for the Libertarian presidential candidate 
and the occurrence of automotive recalls for issues with the parking brake in Washington, D.C. Using 
data from MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and US DOT, our research team 
conducted a comprehensive analysis covering the years 1980 to 2020. Surprisingly, we discovered a 
striking correlation coefficient of 0.9337606 with a p-value less than 0.01. Our findings shed light on the 
peculiar relationship between political preferences and automotive safety in the nation's capital, offering a 
whimsical perspective on the intersection of democracy and automotive engineering.
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1. Introduction

Revving  up  the  engine  of  inquiry,  our
research  team  decided  to  take  a  joyride
through  the  eccentric  and  unexpected
territory of the relationship between political
voting  patterns  and  automotive  recalls.
Specifically,  we  aimed  to  unravel  the
mysterious  connection  between  the  votes
for  the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate
and the occurrence of automotive recalls for

issues  with  the  parking  brake  in
Washington, D.C.

As  any  diligent  researcher  would,  we
fastened  our  seatbelts  and  kicked  off  this
curious investigation by diving headfirst into
the  archives  of  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  US
DOT.  Armed  with  a  trunkload  of  data
spanning four bumpy decades from 1980 to
2020,  we  embarked  on  a  journey  to
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untangle  the  intricate  web  of  statistical
peculiarities that lay ahead.

Imagine  our  surprise  when  the  data
revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9337606 with a p-value that's rarer than a
unicorn sighting – less than 0.01! Hold onto
your hats, folks, because we were about to
enter  uncharted  scientific  territory  where
political preferences and automotive safety
intersect.

Unveiling this  correlation had us grappling
with  both  astonishment  and  amusement,
akin  to  discovering  a  kangaroo  in  a
business suit  – it's  unexpected,  it's  quirky,
and it  leaves you scratching your head in
wonder. But fear not, dear readers, for the
curious and chuckle-worthy findings we are
about to present shall provide a refreshing
twist to the typically serious and stoic realm
of academic research.

So,  buckle  up  and  tag  along  as  we
accelerate  through  the  lanes  of  statistics,
traverse  the  winding  road  of  political
analysis, and ultimately unveil the whimsical
connection  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  and
automotive recalls for parking brake issues
in Washington, D.C. This, my friends, is no
ordinary  journey  –  it's  a  turbocharged
adventure into the unexpected convergence
of democracy and automotive engineering.
Fasten your seatbelts as we delve into the
comical curiosities of Brake the Vote!

2. Literature Review

The  relationship  between  political
preferences  and  automotive  safety  has
been an oft-debated topic in both scholarly
and public discourse. Smith and Doe (2020)
conducted  a  thorough  analysis  of  voting
patterns  and  automotive  recalls,  primarily
focusing  on  the  correlation  between
conservative  voting  tendencies  and
occurrences of defects in automobile safety
features.  However,  their  study  failed  to

account for the peculiar quirk of Libertarian
voting  behavior  and  its  intersection  with
specific automotive issues.

In  "Automechanics  Quarterly,"  the  authors
unearth the curious observation that parking
brake  malfunctions  seem  to  coincide  with
the voting fervor for Libertarian presidential
candidates.  This  unexpected  correlation
challenges  conventional  wisdom  and
prompts  a  closer  examination  of  the
idiosyncrasies  within  the  voting  populace
and their curious alignment with automotive
malfunctions.

Drawing  inspiration  from  automotive
literature,  Jones  delves  into  the  world  of
parking  brake  mechanics  and  the
fascinating interplay of political choice in his
work,  "Automotive  Anomalies  and  Political
Peculiarities."  As  Jones  aptly  notes,  the
connection  between  parking  brake  recalls
and  political  leanings  is  akin  to  an
unexpected pothole on the smooth road of
academic  discourse  –  jarring,  surprising,
and  potentially  hazardous  to  traditional
scholarly paradigms.

Furthermore,  in  the  fiction  realm,  the
dystopian novel  "Freedom Highway"  by A.
C.  Campaigner  presents  a  speculative
scenario  in  which  a  political  movement
centered  around  vehicular  autonomy
inadvertently  leads  to  an  epidemic  of
parking brake defects,  challenging notions
of automotive safety in a chaotic, libertarian-
inspired society. 

The classic board game "Life on the Road"
presents  players  with  the  challenge  of
navigating  auto-related  mishaps,  including
parking  brake  malfunctions,  while  also
making  strategic  political  decisions  along
the way. This game serves as a lighthearted
nod  to  the  entwined  nature  of  automotive
experiences  and  political  choices,  further
highlighting the unexpected convergence at
the heart of our research.

As we wade through the peculiar and often
whimsical literature surrounding our topic, it
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becomes  abundantly  clear  that  the
correlation between votes for the Libertarian
presidential  candidate  and  automotive
recalls  for  parking  brake  issues  in
Washington,  D.C.  is  not  just  a  statistical
oddity  but  a  delightful  and  unexpected
intersection  of  democracy  and  automotive
engineering.  Hold  onto  your  steering
wheels, dear readers, as we joyfully embark
on  this  journey  of  laughter,  learning,  and
unexpected revelations in Brake the Vote!

3. Our approach & methods

To navigate the convoluted maze of political
preferences  and  automotive  peculiarities,
our  intrepid  research  team  employed  a
methodological concoction that could make
even  a  mad  scientist  chuckle.  First,  we
revved  up  our  data  collection  engine  and
scoured  the  digital  highways,  primarily
relying on the rich repositories of  the MIT
Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  US  DOT.  Our  digital
treasure  hunt  spanned  the  years  1980  to
2020, aiming to capture the full spectrum of
political and automotive antics that unfolded
in the nation's capital.

With  a  trunkful  of  data  securely  in  our
possession, we donned our statistical safety
goggles and dived headfirst into the abyss
of  numbers,  armed  with  an  arsenal  of
analytical  tools  that  could  make  even  the
staunchest mathematics enthusiast raise an
eyebrow.  We unleashed the mighty power
of  correlation  analysis,  harnessing  its
energy to unveil the hidden dance between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate  and  the  occurrence  of  parking
brake-related automotive recalls.

The statistical  wizardry didn't  stop there –
oh no! We summoned the mystical p-value,
the  teller  of  statistical  significance,  to
discern  whether  the  observed  correlation
was  a  rare  phenomenon  or  just  another
statistical  fluke.  As  any  good  researcher
would,  we  performed  rigorous  sensitivity

analyses  and  diagnostic  checks,  ensuring
that our findings weren't just a mirage in the
desert of data. And lo and behold, what we
stumbled upon was no statistical mirage; it
was  a  glittering  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9337606 shining bright like a diamond in
the  rough,  with  a  p-value  rarer  than  a
sighting  of  scientific  Bigfoot  –  less  than
0.01!

In  our  quest  to  unravel  this  enigmatic
connection, we took into account the ebbs
and  flows  of  political  ideologies  and
automotive  quirks  over  the  four
rollercoaster-like decades we traversed. Our
methodological  concoction  allowed  us  to
uncover an unexpected correlation that left
us  scratching  our  heads  in  bemusement,
akin  to  discovering  a  high-speed  chase
involving a tortoise and a hare.

Amidst  the  laughter  and  eyebrow-raising,
our investigation peeled back the layers of
statistical  absurdity  to  reveal  a  correlation
that wasn't just a statistical fluke; it was the
peculiar alignment of political leanings and
automotive  safety  in  Washington,  D.C.
Buckle  your  seatbelts  and  hold  onto  your
hypotheses, dear readers, for the comedic
saga  of  Brake  the  Vote  was  just  getting
started. Fasten your seatbelts as we take a
wild romp through the offbeat domain where
political ballots and parking brakes collide.

4. Results

Our  analysis  revved  full  throttle  into  the
data, and what we found was nothing short
of  an  exhilarating  joyride  into  statistical
surprise. *Drumroll,  please!* We unearthed
a  striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9337606,  with  an  r-squared  value  that
would  make  even  the  most  seasoned
statistician raise an eyebrow – a staggering
0.8719089! We also donned our party hats
when the p-value danced its  way into our
analysis,  flaunting  its  rare  charm of  being
less than 0.01. Quite the statistical unicorn
sighting, one might say!
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But  hold  onto  your  hats,  dear  readers,
because  our  journey  through  this
automotive and political hodgepodge did not
end there. Oh no, we're just gearing up! Fig.
1 (not to be mistaken with Fast and Furious)
reveals  a  scatterplot  showcasing  the
remarkable  correlation  between  the  votes
for  the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate
and the occurrence of automotive recalls for
parking  brake  issues  in  our  very  own
nation's capital.

We  were  left  pondering,  much  like  a
scientist  facing an unexpected hypothesis:
how on earth are political voting preferences
and  automotive  safety  twirling  in  this
mischievous dance of  correlation?  It's  like
finding a political pundit  moonlighting as a
master  mechanic  –  a  delightful  surprise,
indeed.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

So,  buckle  up,  my  fellow researchers,  for
these  findings  not  only  unveiled  a
compelling  correlation  but  also  tickled  our
scholarly  funny  bones.  Stay  tuned  for  a
whimsical  spin  on  the  stereotypical
academic  rigidity,  as  Brake  the  Vote
accelerates us into the comical curiosities of
politics  and  parking  brakes.  Fasten  your
seatbelts, for this unexpected convergence
of democracy and automotive engineering is
about  to  take  you  on  a  laughter-inducing
rollercoaster ride through the wacky world of
data and correlation.

5. Discussion

Our findings have certainly sparked a flurry
of excitement and curiosity (pun very much
intended!)  in  the  automotive  and  political
spheres.  As  we immerse ourselves  in  the
delightful quagmire of statistical correlation,
we can't help but marvel at the unexpected
harmony between political preferences and
automotive  safety  issues.  It's  like
discovering  a  ballet  performance  at  a
NASCAR race – a beautiful yet unexpected
convergence  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.

Speaking  of  unexpected  phenomena,  let's
harken back to the literature review, where
the fictional novel "Freedom Highway" by A.
C.  Campaigner  presented  a  speculative
scenario  in  which  political  movements
inadvertently led to a pandemic of parking
brake  defects.  While  this  may  seem
whimsical, our results lend credence to the
idea that the intersection of  political  fervor
and automotive predicaments is not just  a
far-fetched concept, but a captivating reality.

Furthermore,  our  study  elicits  a  chuckle-
worthy nod to "Life on the Road," the classic
board game that cunningly intertwines auto-
related  mishaps  and  strategic  political
decisions. In a similar manner, our findings
highlight the unpredictable and entertaining
overlap of  voting behavior  and automotive
safety concerns. Who knew that navigating
through  political  inclinations  and  parking
brake  malfunctions  would  lead  us  to
uncover such a whimsical correlation?

In  the  realm  of  statistical  marvels,  our
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9337606  and  r-
squared value of 0.8719089 make for quite
the riveting spectacle, akin to witnessing a
daring  high-speed  chase  in  the  analytical
world. Like a thrilling plot twist in a scientific
thriller,  our  results  not  only  support  prior
research but also add a delightful spin to the
narrative  of  political  preferences  and
automotive safety.
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As  we  peel  away  the  layers  of  this
automotive and political  onion,  we are left
with a profound appreciation for the humor
and  intrigue  that  spring  forth  from  the
unexpected convergence of democracy and
automotive engineering. So, let's gear up for
the next chapter in this uproarious saga of
Brake  the  Vote,  where  statistical
correlations and whimsy collide in  a belly-
laugh inducing journey through the maze of
data and delightful discoveries.

6. Conclusion

As we near the finish line of this zany race
through  the  wild  world  of  political
preferences  and  parking  brake
predicaments,  it's  time  to  slam  on  the
brakes and come to a screeching halt with
our  whimsical  findings.  With  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9337606 and a p-value rarer
than  a  statistically  significant  unicorn
sighting,  we've  uncovered  a  connection
that's as perplexing as trying to parallel park
in a clown car.

Our data journey has been nothing short of
a  turbocharged  adventure,  akin  to  a
rollercoaster  ride  through  the  realms  of
statistics  and  political  peculiarities.  We've
unearthed  a  correlation  so  tight,  it's  like
watching  a  vaudevillian  duo  performing  a
perfectly synchronized tango.

As  we  bid  adieu  to  this  enthralling
escapade, we dare to declare that no further
research is needed in this area. Our findings
have  revved  up  the  field  of  political  and
automotive  research,  adding  a  dash  of
quirkiness  and  a  sprinkle  of  statistical
surprise that's sure to leave both scientists
and  citizens  chuckling.  So,  let's  put  the
brakes on this  investigation  and steer  our
scholarly  vehicles  toward  the  next
uproarious  adventure,  for  the  hilarious
quirks  of  statistical  correlation  have  been
conquered in Brake the Vote!
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