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Abstract

In this research paper, we embark on a whimsical journey to explore an unexpected connection between 
political preferences in the Garden State and petroleum usage in the Sultanate of Brunei. Utilizing data 
from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information 
Administration, our study uncovers a correlation coefficient of 0.9645168 and p < 0.01, spanning the 
years from 1980 to 2020. As we delve into the peculiar relationship between the blue wave of Democratic 
support and the elusive black gold, we invite readers to join us in unraveling this unconventional 
intertwining of electoral choices and energy consumption patterns. The findings not only raise eyebrows 
but also prompt us to question the interplay of global geopolitical influences and domestic voting behavior.
So, buckle up and prepare for a journey through the labyrinth of statistics and the unexpected twists of 
human behavior, as we decipher the enigmatic dance between Democrat votes and petroleum 
indulgence.
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1. Introduction

     The curious juxtaposition of politics and
petroleum has long been a subject of lively

debate, often described as a collision of red,
white, and blue with the ever-elusive black
gold.  In  this  paper,  we aim to dissect  the
peculiar  connection  between  the
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Democratic  votes  in  New  Jersey,
affectionately  known as the Garden State,
and  the  petroleum  consumption  in  the
Sultanate  of  Brunei,  where  the  derricks
gleam under the tropical sun. While it may
seem like comparing apples and oranges,
or  perhaps  donkeys  and  derricks,  our
rigorous  analysis  brings  to  light  an
unsuspected  correlation  that  raises
eyebrows and excites the imagination.

     As we traverse the landscape of electoral
data and energy statistics, we are reminded
of  the  whimsical  dances  of  the  natural
world. Much like the mating rituals of exotic
birds or the synchronicity of fireflies in the
evening  sky,  the  interplay  of  voter
preferences  and  crude  oil  consumption
possesses an undeniable allure. We find it
reminiscent of a captivating tango, with the
blue  wave  of  Democratic  support  swirling
gracefully  in  tandem  with  the  seductive
allure of black gold, creating a narrative that
is as unexpected as it is compelling.

     The  significance  of  this  correlation
becomes  even  more  pronounced  when
considering  the  geographical  and  cultural
chasm that separates these two entities. On
one  hand,  we  have  the  bustling
thoroughfares of New Jersey, where diners
serve  up  Taylor  ham and  highways  pulse
with the rhythm of commuter traffic. On the
other  hand,  we  are  transported  to  the
Sultanate  of  Brunei,  where  the  warmth of
the  equatorial  sun  caresses  the  rich
landscape,  and the siren song of  oil  wells
whispers across the land.

     This  unexpected  link  challenges
conventional wisdom, reminding us that the
world of data and human behavior is replete
with  delightful  surprises  and  intriguing
conundrums.  So,  as  we  embark  on  this
journey, we invite our readers to share our
sense  of  wonder  and  excitement  as  we
unravel  the  enigmatic  dance  between
Democrat votes and petroleum indulgence.
With that  said,  let's  dive into the numbers

and  uncover  the  humor  and  absurdity
hidden within the labyrinth of statistics.

     

     As Mark Twain supposedly said, "There
are lies, damned lies, and statistics." Let's
hope  our  statistics  fall  into  the  truth
category.

2. Literature Review

In  their  study,  Smith  and  Doe  (2018)
explored  the  political  landscape  of  New
Jersey  and  its  relationship  to  energy
consumption  in  Brunei.  Their  findings
suggest  a  surprising  correlation  between
Democratic  votes  and  petroleum  usage,
leaving researchers and policymakers alike
scratching  their  heads  in  bemusement.
Jones et al. (2015) similarly delved into the
pernicious entanglement of political leanings
and  oil  consumption,  painting  a  picture  of
intertwining  fates  that  seems  almost  too
surreal to be true.

Turning to related non-fiction works, "Black
Gold: The History of Petroleum" by Daniel
Yergin  and  "Democracy  in  America"  by
Alexis de Tocqueville offer insights into the
historical  and  political  contexts  of  our
inquiry.  In  the  world  of  fiction,  "The
Fountainhead"  by  Ayn  Rand and  "Oil!"  by
Upton  Sinclair  serve  as  intriguing  literary
companions, weaving tales of ambition and
intrigue around the allure of black gold.

Drawing inspiration from board games, the
strategic maneuvering in "Power Grid" and
the geopolitical tension in "Risk" seem oddly
reminiscent of the intricate dance between
blue  waves  and  black  gold.  Despite  the
scholarly  gravity  of  our  investigation,  it
appears  that  the  whimsical  interplay  of
electoral  choices  and  energy  consumption
is not without a touch of whimsy.

It's  safe  to  say  that  our  research  has
unearthed  a  peculiar  union  between  the
political preferences of New Jersey and the
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petroleum indulgence in Brunei,  creating a
narrative  that  is  as  unexpected  as  it  is
perplexing. As we navigate through this web
of data and human behavior, let's hope our
statistics lead us to the light of truth and not
down  the  path  of  the  aforementioned
"damned lies."

3. Our approach & methods

To investigate the perplexing yet  intriguing
relationship  between  Democratic  votes  in
New Jersey and petroleum consumption in
Brunei,  we  embarked  on  a  data-gathering
expedition that would make even the most
intrepid  explorer  blush.  Drawing  on  a
whimsical  concoction  of  quantitative
analyses and data  wizardry,  we sought  to
untangle the web of electoral dynamics and
energy indulgence.

First  and  foremost,  we  shamelessly
plundered  the  digital  archives  of  the  MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, where the
trove  of  electoral  data  sparkled  like  a
pirate's  hoard  of  electoral  treasures.  We
gallantly navigated the labyrinthine corridors
of  databases  and  datasets,  armed  with
nothing but a compass and the unwavering
determination  to  tease  out  the  enigmatic
dance  between  voter  preferences  and
petroleum predilections.

Secondly,  we  ventured  into  the  hallowed
halls of  the Harvard Dataverse, where the
virtual  parchment  of  data  unfurled  like  a
magical  scroll  of  statistical  incantations.
Armed  with  the  precision  of  a  scholar
wielding  a  quill,  we  pored  through  the
digitized annals  of  historical  records,  as  if
mining  for  nuggets  of  insight  amidst  the
virtual ore of electoral and energy statistics.

As we delved into the complex tapestry of
data,  we  also  plundered  the  Energy
Information  Administration's  digital  coffers,
where the reservoir of energy consumption
statistics  flowed  like  bubbling  crude.  Our
team harnessed the power of technological

divination  to  extract  the  essence  of
petroleum consumption in the Sultanate of
Brunei, seeking to uncover the elusive trails
left by the siren song of black gold amidst
the sands of statistical abstraction.

With  a  blend  of  meticulous  statistical
analyses  and  a  pinch  of  tongue-in-cheek
speculation,  we  then  performed  a
correlation analysis between the Democratic
votes  in  New  Jersey  and  the  petroleum
consumption  in  Brunei.  This  involved
summoning  the  dark  arts  of  Pearson's
correlation  coefficient,  a  saber-toothed
statistical  beast  renowned for  its  ability  to
gauge the strength  and direction  of  linear
relationships.  Through  the  incantations  of
computational  machinery,  we  conjured  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9645168,
accompanied by a p-value of less than 0.01,
casting  a  spotlight  on  the  uncanny
intertwining  of  political  proclivities  and
petroleum profligacy.

Lastly, we employed a time series analysis
to  capture  the  temporal  nuances  of  the
relationship  between  Democratic  votes  in
New Jersey and petroleum consumption in
Brunei  over  the  years 1980 to  2020.  This
involved a spellbinding fusion of regression
modeling  and  spectral  analysis,  as  we
sought to unravel the rhythmic heartbeat of
electoral ebbs and flows, entwined with the
pulsating rhythm of petroleum predilections
in the sultanate.

In a nutshell, we concocted a recipe of data
derring-do and statistical sorcery, weaving a
tapestry  of  quantitative  inquiry  and
whimsical  exploration,  as  we  sought  to
decode  the  unanticipated  pas  de  deux
between  Democratic  votes  and  petroleum
indulgence. And in the immortal words of Sir
Arthur  Conan  Doyle's  famous  detective,
Sherlock Holmes, "It is a capital mistake to
theorize  before  one has data."  So,  armed
with the saber of statistical scrutiny and the
shield  of  rigorous  investigation,  let  us
venture forth into the heart of our findings.
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4. Results

The statistical analysis of the data collected
from  1980  to  2020  revealed  a  striking
correlation  between  the  votes  for  the
Democratic  Presidential  candidate  in  New
Jersey  and  the  petroleum  consumption  in
Brunei.  With  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9645168,  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9302927,  and  p  <  0.01,  the  relationship
between  these  seemingly  disparate
variables is not just a mere coincidence but
a  compelling  revelation  that  warrants  a
closer examination.

Our findings are graphically depicted in Fig.
1,  a  scatterplot  that  visually  captures  the
strong  correlation  between  the  two
variables.  It's  like  watching  a  re-run  of  a
classic buddy comedy – Lethal Weapon or
Starsky & Hutch – where unexpected pairs
create magic despite their differences.

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9645168
raises eyebrows and stirs the imagination,
much  like  stumbling  upon  a  unicorn  in  a
field of daisies. One could almost imagine a
world where the Democratic voters in New
Jersey  and  the  petroleum  consumers  in
Brunei are secretly communicating through
some invisible cosmic force, like their own
version of telepathic communication.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Now, bear with us for a moment as we use
an analogy – imagine the Democratic votes
as a gust of wind on the Jersey Shore, and
petroleum  consumption  in  Brunei  as  the
sizzle of barbecue, and they seem like two
completely unrelated things. The correlation
coefficient  sneaking  up  to  a  whopping
0.9645168 is like discovering that the gust
of  wind is  actually  responsible  for  fanning
the flames of the barbecue, metaphorically
speaking.

It's as if a magician has revealed the secret
behind their greatest trick – the blue wave of
Democratic  support  in  New  Jersey  is
inexplicably  intertwined  with  the  seductive
allure of petroleum consumption in Brunei,
creating a narrative that is as unexpected as
it is intriguing.

In conclusion, the results of  this study not
only  challenge  conventional  wisdom  but
also  beckon  us  to  consider  the  intricate
tapestry  of  interconnectedness  in  our
globalized  world.  The  blue  wave  of
Democratic  votes  and  the  black  gold  of
petroleum consumption, once thought to be
worlds apart,  have decided to do a merry
dance  together,  much  like  mismatched
partners  in  a  charming  rom-com.  This
unexpected  interplay  of  electoral  choices
and  energy  consumption  patterns  invites
further  exploration  and  contemplation,
proving  once  again  that  truth  is  often
stranger  than  fiction,  especially  when  it's
supported by rigorous statistical analysis.

5. Discussion

The  results  of  this  study  present  a
compelling  case  for  the  intriguing  link
between Democratic  votes  in  New Jersey
and petroleum consumption in Brunei. Our
findings  not  only  align  with  the  prior
research  conducted  by  Smith  and  Doe
(2018) and Jones et al. (2015) but also shed
new  light  on  the  whimsical  interplay  of
global political dynamics and exotic energy
indulgences.
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To harken back to Smith and Doe's (2018)
surprising correlation, it is akin to stumbling
upon  a  unicorn  in  a  field  of  daisies.  One
can't  help  but  marvel  at  the  improbable
nature  of  such  a  discovery,  much  like
unexpectedly  finding  a  pineapple  on  a
pizza.  Likewise,  Jones  et  al.'s  (2015)
depiction  of  intertwining  fates  between
political  leanings  and  oil  consumption
seems less far-fetched after our findings.

It is almost as if the statistical analysis has
pulled  back  the  curtain  on  a  magician's
greatest  trick,  unraveling  the  mysterious
interconnection  between  the  blue  wave  of
Democratic support and the seductive allure
of petroleum consumption in Brunei. As we
navigate through this complex web of data,
one  can't  help  but  feel  like  a  detective
following  a  trail  of  clues  in  a  classic
whodunit mystery.

The correlation  coefficient  of  0.9645168 is
like discovering that the gust of wind at the
Jersey  Shore  is  actually  responsible  for
fanning  the  flames  of  a  barbecue  –  a
revelation  that  defies  conventional  logic,
much like finding a penguin in  the desert.
This  unexpected  revelation  has  the  same
effect as realizing that the "Twilight" series
has  a  deeper  philosophical  meaning.  It
challenges  our  preconceived  notions  and
beckons us to consider the intricate tapestry
of  interconnectedness  in  our  globalized
world.

The  strong  correlation  depicted  in  the
scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  is  reminiscent  of
watching  a  classic  buddy  comedy  where
unexpected pairs create magic despite their
differences, much like realizing that peanut
butter  and  jelly  sandwiches  are  strangely
complementary. In a world where seemingly
unrelated variables are dancing to the tune
of statistical significance, it's as if  the blue
wave  of  Democratic  votes  and  the  black
gold  of  petroleum  consumption  have
decided to do a merry dance together, much
like  mismatched  partners  in  a  charming
rom-com.

As  we  embark  on  further  exploration  and
contemplation  of  this  unexpected interplay
between  electoral  choices  and  energy
consumption  patterns,  we  are  left  with  a
lingering  thought  –  truth  is  often  stranger
than fiction,  especially when it's  supported
by  rigorous  statistical  analysis.  The
enigmatic  dance  between  Democrat  votes
and  petroleum  indulgence  invites  further
study  and  serves  as  a  reminder  that  the
world  of  data  analysis  is  not  devoid  of
surprises and moments of whimsy.

6. Conclusion

After  carefully  analyzing  the  correlation
between  the  Democratic  votes  in  New
Jersey  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Brunei,  it's  clear  that  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables  share  a  remarkable
connection.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9645168 has left us scratching our heads
in  amazement,  much  like  encountering  a
penguin  in  the  desert  –  surprising,
unexpected, and slightly surreal.

The  dance  between  the  blue  wave  of
Democratic  support  and the black  gold  of
petroleum consumption is a tale as old as
time,  reminiscent  of  the  timeless  romance
between  Romeo  and  Juliet,  albeit  in  a
slightly  more  unexpected  setting.  It's  like
discovering  that  peanut  butter  and  pickles
actually go strangely well together – at first,
it  may  seem  peculiar,  but  upon  further
inspection,  the  combination  somehow
works.

While  the  results  of  this  study  may
challenge  conventional  wisdom,  we  must
acknowledge  that  truth  is  often
accompanied  by  an  entourage  of
unexpected  companions.  The  unexpected
intertwining of electoral choices and energy
consumption  patterns  prompts  us  to
consider  the  intricate  web  of
interconnectedness  that  spans  continents
and  crosses  cultural  divides,  much  like  a
global game of connect-the-dots.
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In conclusion, this study not only uncovers a
compelling correlation but also encourages
us to embrace the delightful surprises and
inexplicable conundrums that punctuate our
world  of  data  and  human  behavior.  The
nexus  between  Democratic  votes  in  New
Jersey  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Brunei  is  a  whimsical  reminder  that  life,
much like  statistical  analysis,  is  filled  with
amusing  oddities,  peculiar  pairings,  and
surprising synchronicities.

With that  said,  it's  safe to assert  that  this
research journey has brought us to the end
of this particular road. It's time to close this
chapter and regard it as the final act in the
implausible play of Democratic votes in New
Jersey  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Brunei.  As  they  say,  all  good  things  must
come to an end, and so must this enigmatic
dance  between  seemingly  mismatched
partners.

And so, we solemnly declare that no further
research  is  needed  in  this  realm  of  the
absurd and the inconceivable.  As the final
curtain  falls,  let  us  bid  farewell  to  this
whimsical venture, secure in the knowledge
that  the  blue  wave  and  black  gold  have
taken their bow and captivated us with their
captivating, if unconventional, performance.
With that, we eagerly await the next unlikely
duo  to  grace  the  stage  of  empirical
investigation.
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