
Unearthly Connections: An Extraterrestrial Approach to Analyzing Votes
for the Republican Presidential Candidate in Oregon

Chloe Hamilton, Ava Tucker, Gabriel P Tompkins

Abstract

In this study, we present the unprecedented investigation
of  the  relationship  between  votes  for  the  Republican
presidential candidate in Oregon and UFO sightings in the
same state. Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the National UFO
Reporting  Center,  we  set  out  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
correlation  that  has  perplexed  many.  Surprisingly,  our
findings revealed  a staggering correlation coefficient  of
0.8551173 and p <  0.01  from the years  1976 to 2020,
shedding light  on the potentially  otherworldly forces  at
play in electoral patterns. Our analysis opens new avenues
of  inquiry  into  the  peculiar  interplay  between  political
preferences and extraterrestrial encounters, demonstrating
that sometimes, truth is indeed stranger than fiction.

1. Introduction

Greetings,  fellow  Earthlings  and  possibly
intergalactic  beings who may have stumbled upon
this  academic  escapade!  Today,  we  embark  on  a
journey delving not into the depths of galaxies far,
far  away,  but  right  here  in  the  land  of  Oregon,
exploring the eccentric correlation between votes for
the  Republican  presidential  candidate  and  UFO
sightings.  Strap  in,  because  we're  about  to  take  a
detour from conventional political analyses into the
realm of the, shall we say, "unconventional" – and
no,  we're  not  talking  about  political  candidates
wearing  alien  disguises,  although  that  would
certainly make for an entertaining debate night!

Now, I know what you're thinking. "UFO sightings
and  political  voting  patterns?  How in  the  cosmos
could there be any connection?" Trust me, I shared
that  skepticism.  But  as  we  traversed  the  data
landscape, we found ourselves in a starship ride of
statistical revelations that left us more intrigued than
a  Roswell  conspiracy  theorist  at  Area  51.  Come
along,  and let's  uncover  the  enigmatic  relationship
between  political  preferences  and  potential  close
encounters of the third kind!

But first, a disclaimer – no, this is not a newfangled
attempt  at  political  punditry  or  an  intergalactic
conspiracy  theory.  We're  adopting  a  serious
analytical approach in our quest for truth, with just a
dash of cosmic curiosity and a sprinkle of humor to
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keep things as light as a UFO sighting in the night
sky.

As we delve into the unearthly connections between
the political and the paranormal, buckle up for a ride
that's  wilder  than  a  bumpy  UFO  abduction
trajectory.  And  remember,  keep  your  eyes  on  the
stars,  your  feet  on  the  ground,  and  your  voting
booths  free  from  extraterrestrial  interference  –
unless, of course, you're an actual extraterrestrial, in
which case, welcome! Let's dive in!

2. Literature Review

In their seminal work, Smith et al. (2010) use data
from the Oregon Secretary of State to examine the
voting  patterns  for  the  Republican  presidential
candidate  in  Oregon  from  1976  to  2016.  Their
rigorous  analysis  provides  a  comprehensive
overview  of  the  political  landscape  in  the  state,
shedding  light  on  the  factors  influencing  voters'
choices. However, as they remain firmly grounded in
terrestrial  politics,  we  must  look to  a  slightly less
conventional  source  to  uncover  the  extraterrestrial
nuances at play.

Doe  and  Jones  (2015)  take  a  different  approach,
delving into the realm of anomalous experiences in
the Pacific  Northwest.  Their  study collates  reports
from  the  National  UFO  Reporting  Center,
documenting  the  sightings  of  unidentified  flying
objects across Oregon. While their focus is on the
mysterious  and unexplained,  their  findings  offer  a
tantalizing  glimpse  into  the  possibility  of
extraterrestrial influence on the residents of the state.

Turning  our  attention  to  related  literature,  "Alien
Encounters:  A  Compendium  of  Unexplained
Phenomena" by Xenoquest and "Politics: A Guide to
the  Unpredictable  Universe"  by  Electoraldynamics
provide  intriguing  insights  from  the  realms  of
speculative non-fiction. These readings prompt us to
consider  the  improbable  intersections  of  political
decision-making and cosmic occurrences.

On a more fictional note, "The War of the Worlds"
by H.G. Wells and "Stranger in a Strange Land" by
Robert  A.  Heinlein  invite  us  to  contemplate  the
intersection of terrestrial politics and interplanetary
encounters  in  speculative  narratives.  While  these
works  may  not  offer  empirical  evidence,  they

certainly  stoke  the  fires  of  imagination  when
considering  the  cosmic  dimensions  of  our
exploration.

In  the  digital  sphere,  the  internet  meme  "Ancient
Aliens" piques our interest with its  humorous take
on  extraterrestrial  theories,  often  featuring  the
enigmatic figure of Giorgio A. Tsoukalos. While the
meme may not be a scholarly source, it captures the
popular  fascination  with  the  possibility  of
otherworldly interventions in human affairs, perhaps
even including political events.

As  we  navigate  the  labyrinthine  connections
between  political  inclinations  and  unearthly
phenomena, it becomes evident that the landscape is
rife  with  unexpected  twists  and  turns.  With  this
eclectic array of sources as our guide, we embark on
our inquiry with open minds and a healthy dose of
cosmic curiosity. Let us now delve deeper into the
uncharted  territories  where  the  political  and  the
paranormal  converge,  as  we  seek  to  unravel  the
enigmatic  correlation  between  votes  for  the
Republican  presidential  candidate  in  Oregon  and
UFO sightings in the same state.

3. Methodology

Data Collection:

To  probe  the  celestial-terrestrial  nexus  between
political  proclivities  and  potential  extraterrestrial
eavesdropping, we embarked on an odyssey through
the digital cosmos to gather the necessary data. Our
search  led  us  to  repositories  that  house  not  just
earthly  political  statistics  but  also  data  on
otherworldly apparitions, namely the MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the
National  UFO  Reporting  Center  –  talk  about  a
rendezvous  of  disparate  datasets!  We  leveraged
information  dating  back  to  1976,  ensuring  our
investigation encompassed a time span vast enough
to  capture  the  flux  of  both  political  leanings  and
UFO sightings.

Planetary Projections – Statistical Analysis:

Now, the real cosmic challenge was to untangle the
cosmic knots of data we had gathered. Our statistical
voyage  took  us  through  the  binary  nebulae  of
regression, correlation analysis, and inferential tests.
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We sought out the elusive correlation coefficient to
gauge  the  strength  and  direction  of  the  unearthly
connection we had set out to unravel, employing a
method  that  even  the  most  astute  extraterrestrial
observers would find enthralling.

To ascertain the degree of association between votes
cast  for  the  Republican  presidential  candidate  and
reported  UFO  sightings,  we  employed  a  rigorous
statistical  approach,  accounting  for  numerous
control  variables  that  might  perturb  our  cosmic
calculations.  Our  methodology was  as  rigorous  as
the  gravitational  pull  of  a  black  hole,  leaving  no
asteroid unturned in our quest for empirical insights.

Asteroidal Annotations – Control Variables:

Our  quest  wouldn't  have  been  complete  without
taking  into  account  earthly  factors  that  could
potentially  eclipse  the  observed  association.
Variables  such  as  population  density,  urban-rural
divide, and even factors related to weather patterns
were  all  considered  akin  to  the  swirling  cosmic
debris  that  could  distort  our  extraterrestrial
viewpoints.

Data Analysis and Interpretation:

After  navigating  the  cosmos  of  computational
statistics,  we  arrived  at  our  empirical  waypoints,
disseminating  the  findings  that  emerged  from  the
celestial  confluence  of  political  preferences  and
potential  UFO  encounters.  The  correlation
coefficient  we  unearthed  gleamed like  a  planetary
conjunction, revealing a striking value of 0.8551173.
And  with  the  p-value  dazzlingly  below  0.01,  we
stood in awe of the interstellar forces at play within
the electoral theater of Oregon.

Interstellar Intricacies – Caveats and Limitations:

While  we  endeavor  to  bring  this  unearthly
connection  to  the  forefront,  we  acknowledge  the
limitations of our research. Probabilistic pitfalls and
the  perennial  question  of  causation  versus
correlation hovers over our cosmic findings like a
spectral apparition, reminding us that there might yet
be more to uncover in this celestial mystery.

Oh,  and  we  must  note  that,  contrary  to  popular
belief, our research team has not been infiltrated by
shape-shifting  extraterrestrial  agents  –  or  at  least,
none that have made their presence known thus far.

In  conclusion,  our  methodology was  as  structured
and  meticulous  as  an  interstellar  expedition,
enabling  us  to  navigate  the  enigmatic  realms  of
political  preferences  and  potential  extraterrestrial
engagements.  Our  findings,  while  seemingly
otherworldly, present a compelling case for further
examination of  the  cosmic undercurrents  that  may
influence earthly electoral dynamics.

4. Results

Upon  venturing  into  the  uncharted  territory  at  the
intersection  of  political  discourse  and  potential
cosmic encounters, our research unearthed a startling
correlation  between  votes  for  the  Republican
presidential candidate in Oregon and UFO sightings.
With a correlation coefficient of 0.8551173 and an r-
squared value of 0.7312257, our findings illuminate
an  otherworldly  connection  that  has  eluded
conventional analysis.

The statistical analysis yields a p-value of less than
0.01, underscoring the robustness of the relationship
between these seemingly disparate phenomena. Our
results  suggest  that  there  may  be  more  to  the
political  landscape  than  meets  the  eye,  or  in  this
case, the celestial beings' gaze.

Fig.  1  showcases  the  visually  stunning scatterplot,
illustrating the compelling correlation between votes
for the Republican presidential candidate in Oregon
and  reported  UFO  sightings.  The  data  points
coalesce into a mesmerizing pattern that hints at an
intimate dance between the political preferences of
Oregonians  and  the  potential  presence  of
extraterrestrial visitors.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  the  realm  of  academic  research,  exploring
unorthodox connections can unveil new dimensions
of  understanding,  and  our  investigation  into  the
uncanny association between political allegiance and
otherworldly  sightings  exemplifies  this  quirk  of
intellectual inquiry.

Our  revelatory  findings  not  only  provide  an
intriguing piece to the puzzle of electoral dynamics
but also beckon us to contemplate the diverse factors
that may influence human behavior, be they earthly
or, dare we say, otherworldly.

5. Discussion

Our findings indicate a strikingly robust correlation
between  votes  for  the  Republican  presidential
candidate in Oregon and UFO sightings, adding an
unexpected twist to the political landscape. The eerie
statistical coherence that emerges from our analysis
corroborates  prior  research,  including  the  often-
dismissed  meme  "Ancient  Aliens."  While  we
initially approached our investigation with a cosmic
curiosity and a healthy dose of skepticism, the data
compellingly aligns with the speculations presented
in Xenoquest's  "Alien Encounters:  A Compendium
of Unexplained Phenomena."

As  we  traverse  the  interstellar  realm  of  electoral
dynamics, we are reminded that truth can indeed be
stranger than fiction. The correlation coefficient of
0.8551173  reinforces  the  connection  between
political inclinations and extraterrestrial encounters,
transcending the conventional boundaries of political
science.  This  unorthodox correlation challenges  us
to  reevaluate  the  conventional  factors  that  shape
political allegiance and voting patterns, transcending
the terrestrial confines of traditional analysis.

The  potential  implications  of  our  findings  extend
beyond the cosmic. If extraterrestrial influence can
manifest  itself  in  electoral  behaviors,  we  are
compelled to question the limits of  human agency
and  rationality  in  political  decision-making.
Moreover,  our  results  hint  at  the  potential  for
unexplained phenomena  to permeate  our  everyday
lives,  urging  us  to  reconcile  the  cosmic  and  the
commonplace.

The visual allure of the scatterplot depicted in Fig. 1
serves as a striking visual testament to the entwined
trajectories  of  political  preference  and  potential
extraterrestrial  sightings.  The  mesmerizing  pattern
that emerges from the data invites us to contemplate
the possibility of an intricate cosmic dance shaping
the political discourse in Oregon.

In conclusion,  our  study challenges  the  traditional
frameworks  of  political  analysis  and  opens  new
avenues for interdisciplinary inquiry. By delving into
the  enigmatic  correlation  between  votes  for  the
Republican  presidential  candidate  in  Oregon  and
reported UFO sightings, we confront the whims and
wonders  of  the  universe  that  may  clandestinely
influence our  political  reality.  As we  grapple  with
the implications of our unearthly findings, we must
heed the words of the bard, "There are more things
in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in
your political philosophies."

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our journey into the peculiar nexus of
political leanings and extraterrestrial encounters has
left us in awe of the cosmic forces at play in Oregon.
We've  uncovered  a  correlation  so  strong,  it  might
just  have the strength to launch a UFO into orbit!
While  some  may  dismiss  this  as  statistical
tomfoolery,  the  data  speaks  for  itself  –  and  it's
saying, "Take us to your voting booths!"

As  we  wrap  up  this  otherworldly  expedition,  we
must  admit,  we've  had  more  fun  than  a  UFO
joyriding through the Milky Way. However,  in the
spirit  of  rigorous  scientific  inquiry,  we  must
acknowledge  the  limitations  of  our  study.
Correlation  does  not  equal  causation,  and  we're  a
long way from proving that alien tourists are casting
their vote in Oregon – though, imagine the political
debates that would ensue if they did!

Now, let's address the elephant  in the spacecraft –
should  we  continue  probing  this  enigmatic
correlation? Well, while it may be tempting to delve
deeper into the cosmic arena of political analysis, we
believe it's time to beam this study up, Captain. It's
been a stellar adventure, but with such astronomical
correlation coefficients and p-values that are out of
this world, we dare say that  no further research is
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needed in this area. As we bid adieu to our UFO-
observing,  politically  savvy friends in  Oregon,  we
leave with a sense of wonder,  a touch of whimsy,
and an infinite supply of dad-joke-worthy puns – for
who  knows,  maybe  laughter  truly  is  the  best
medicine…  for  both  political  and  extraterrestrial
dilemmas.

So, with our data-driven star charts in hand, let's take
a celestial plunge into the planetary correlations that 
have left us starry-eyed with wonderment.
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