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In the realm of automotive safety, the functionality and reliability of parking brakes are
vital.  However,  amidst  the  serious  considerations  surrounding  automotive  recalls,  one
might not expect to encounter the world of politics. This paper explores the remarkable
correlation  between  the  votes  garnered  by  the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
California and the frequency of automotive recalls related to issues with the parking brake.
Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and US
DOT,  our  research  team  delved  into  decades  of  collected  information  to  uncover  an
unexpected  relationship  between  political  preferences  and  automotive  safety.  The
statistically significant correlation coefficient  of  0.8673699, accompanying a p-value of
less than 0.01, from 1980 to 2020, sheds light on this peculiar association. Our findings
not only highlight the intertwined nature of seemingly disparate domains but also raise
amusing possibilities for political and automotive enthusiasts alike.

In  the  labyrinthine  world  of  automotive  safety,
where the intricate workings of brakes and parkings
are scrutinized with quizzical  intensity,  one might
not  expect  to  encounter  the  colorful  tapestry  of
politics.  The  balletic  flutterings  of  political
preferences,  akin to  a  butterfly's  capricious flight,
may seem worlds apart from the stoic mechanisms
that  govern  recalls  and  safety  protocols  in  the
automotive sphere.  However,  as we peel back the
layers of this kaleidoscopic research, a peculiar and
unexpected  relationship unfurls  before  us,  akin  to
discovering  a  parking  brake  in  the  midst  of  the
political highway.

The  duality  of  this  relationship  between  political
votes  and  parking  brake  recalls  in  the  enigmatic
state of California is compelling on a multitude of
levels. It beckons us to ponder the possibility that
the  very  act  of  casting  a  vote  may  send  ripples
through  the  intricate  fabric  of  automotive  safety,
much  like  a  rock tossed  into  a  serene  pond.  Our

intention with this research is not only to unfurl this
unexpected  narrative  but  to  also  offer  a  slightly
offbeat  perspective  to  the  rather  staid domains  of
politics and automotive safety. 

As  we  delve  into  the  findings  of  this  study,  we
invite  the  reader  to  don their  proverbial  detective
hats  and take a merry plunge into the convoluted
dance  between  political  ideologies  and  parking
brake recalls.  With hints  of statistical  significance
and gossamer threads of correlation, we aim to paint
a  vibrant  canvas  that  not  only  contributes  to  the
academic discourse but also sparks a chuckle or two
for the savvy observer.

So,  without  further  ado,  let  us  embark  on  this
whimsical journey through the intermingled saga of
political  votes  and  parking  brake  recalls,  and
perhaps uncover some unanticipated treasures along
the way.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The  initial  inclinations  toward  the  unusual
amalgamation  of  political  proclivities  and
automotive maladies  were  rooted in  the works  of
Smith  (2005),  Doe  (2010),  and  Jones  (2013).
However,  it  was  not  until  the  research  team
stumbled upon "The Political Brake: How Political
Choices Impact Automotive Safety" by Lorem and
Ipsum (2017) that the true potential of this interplay
started  to  come  to  fruition.  Lorem  and  Ipsum's
seminal work delves into the intricate dynamics of
political decision-making and its uncanny influence
on  the  safety  protocols  of  modern  automobiles.
Their  incisive  analysis  of  statistically  significant
correlations  between  political  voting  patterns  and
the  frequency  of  automotive  recalls  piqued  the
interest  of  the  research  team,  prompting  a  deeper
exploration into this uncharted territory.

As the research unfolded, it became evident that the
intersection  of  political  behavior  and  automotive
safety was a playground for hidden connections and
unexpected  revelations.  The  authors  stumbled
across  "The  Brake  of  Politics:  A  Study  on  the
Impact  of  Political  Affiliation  on  Automotive
Functions"  by  Fictional  (2015),  a  work of  fiction
that offers a remarkably prescient  insight  into the
curious relationship between political leanings and
the functionality of automotive systems. Although a
work  of  fiction,  the  parallels  drawn  between  the
whimsical  world  of  politics  and  the  pragmatic
landscape  of  automotive  mechanics  provided  a
whimsical  yet  thought-provoking  perspective  that
cannot be disregarded.

Further  insight  into  the  undercurrents  of  this
peculiar  association  was  uncovered  in  an
unexpected  source  –  social  media.  The  research
team  encountered  an  intriguing  tweet  by
@CarEnthusiast_99,  which  humorously  quipped,
"Are parking brake recalls just the political parties
pulling  our  legs?  #BrakeTheVote."  Although
ostensibly  lighthearted,  this  social  media  snippet
served  as  a  poignant  reminder  of  the  widespread
intrigue  and  speculation  surrounding  the  nexus
between political influences and automotive recalls.

It underscored the notion that beneath the veneer of
serious  academic  discourse  lies  a  rich  tapestry  of
conjecture,  imagination,  and  unexpected
amusement.

As  the  journey  through  this  uncharted  territory
continues,  our  research  is  poised  to  elucidate  the
enigmatic relationship between casting a vote and
the  functionality  of  the  parking brake,  unearthing
chuckles  and  insights  alike  from  the  seemingly
disparate worlds of politics and automotive safety.

METHODOLOGY

To untangle the perplexing web of political choices
and automotive safety, our research team embarked
on  a  convoluted  yet  jovial  journey  through  the
annals of data collection and statistical analysis. The
data used in this study was primarily sourced from
the MIT Election Data and Science Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  US  Department  of
Transportation for the period spanning from 1980 to
2020. 

The  first  step  in  our  methodology  involved
engaging in an intricate dance of data collection and
curation,  akin  to  orchestrating  a  symphony  with
strings of digits and bytes. We meticulously combed
through  historical  election  data  to  gather
information on the votes secured by the Libertarian
presidential candidate in California. This data, much
like a fine wine, was allowed to breathe and reveal
its intricate flavors to us.

Simultaneously, our team delved into the enigmatic
world  of  automotive  recalls,  specifically  focusing
on issues related to the parking brake. We combed
through the records from the US DOT, seeking out
the instances where automotive manufacturers had
to perform the familiar and dreaded "recall dance"
due to parking brake malfunctions.

Once  the  raw data  was  corralled,  it  was  time  to
unleash the power of statistical analysis upon it. We
employed  a  robust  and  sophisticated  analytical
arsenal, which, much like a Swiss Army knife, had a
tool for every occasion. The renowned and reclusive
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Pearson's correlation coefficient was summoned to
gauge the strength and direction of the relationship
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian  candidate  and
parking brake recalls. 

The  statistical  significance  of  our  findings  was
buttressed by the utilization of a p-value less than
0.01,  signaling  that  the  correlation  observed  was
indeed not a mere figment of statistical noise. It was
akin  to  finding  a  needle  in  a  haystack,  only  to
realize that the needle had been persistently tugging
at the threads of correlation all along.

Finally,  we conducted a  series  of  robustness  tests
and sensitivity analyses to ensure that our findings
held their ground even under the scrutinizing gaze
of potential confounding variables. This, much like
a  sturdy  fortress  withstands  the  battering  ram  of
uncertainty,  ensured  that  our  conclusions  were
fortified against the whims of serendipity.

In  essence,  our  methodology  was  as  labyrinthine
and  intricate  as  the  relationship  we  sought  to
explore.  It  involved  a  harmonious  blend  of  data
wrangling,  statistical  prowess,  and  a  dash  of
whimsy  –  much  like  a  well-crafted  piece  of
literature  that  leaves  the  reader  simultaneously
enlightened and entertained.

RESULTS

The statistical analysis revealed a remarkably robust
correlation  of  0.8673699  between  the  votes
obtained by the Libertarian presidential candidate in
California and the occurrence of automotive recalls
concerning  the  parking  brake.  This  finding,
supported  by  an  r-squared  value  of  0.7523305,
exudes a level of coherence that rivals the harmony
between a car and its smoothly functioning parking
brake.

Fig.  1  illustrates  the  unmistakable  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated  variables.  The
scatterplot showcases a pattern reminiscent of two
dancers  moving  in  harmonious  synchrony,  with
each increase in votes for the Libertarian candidate

accompanied by a corresponding surge in parking
brake recalls. The data points, akin to protagonists
in  an  enthralling  narrative,  weave  a  tale  of
unexpected  camaraderie  between  the  world  of
politics and the realm of automotive safety.

The agreement between the data and the proposed
model was found to be statistically significant, with
a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01.  This  robust  level  of
significance  is  akin  to  stumbling  upon  an
undiscovered treasure trove in the midst of a rather
mundane search—a delightful surprise that adds a
touch of whimsy to the otherwise serious field of
statistical analysis.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications  of  these findings  extend beyond
the confines of statistical relations. They beckon us
to consider the potential interplay between political
inclinations and safety measures in the automotive
domain,  offering  a  delightful  twist  to  the
conventional  narrative  of  vehicle  recalls.  This
unexpected correlation may open avenues for future
research and evoke a wry smile from those who find
joy in uncovering the unexpected.

In summary, our investigation presents a compelling
case  for  the  intertwined  nature  of  political
preferences and automotive safety, emphasizing the
need  for  a  multidisciplinary  approach  in
understanding the complexities of societal systems.
The  dance  between  votes  and  recalls,  while
surprising,  serves  as  a  delightful  reminder  of  the
colorful and intricate connections that permeate our
world.
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DISCUSSION

Our study has  unearthed a  fascinating  connection
between political preferences and automotive safety,
adding  an  unexpected  twist  to  the  conventional
understanding  of  vehicle  recalls.  The  robust
correlation coefficient of 0.8673699, along with the
statistically  significant  p-value,  underscores  the
compelling relationship between the votes garnered
by  the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
California  and  the  frequency  of  parking  brake
recalls.  This  finding  not  only  aligns  with  prior
investigations  by  Smith  (2005),  Doe  (2010),  and
Jones (2013) but also extends far beyond the realm
of statistical coherency.

The unanticipated camaraderie between politics and
automotive safety, reminiscent of a duo dancing in
harmonious  synchrony,  has  left  us  pondering  the
potential  implications  and underlying  mechanisms
of  this  peculiar  association.  Lorem  and  Ipsum's
work  (2017)  laid  the  groundwork  for  our
investigation,  shedding  light  on  the  intricate
dynamics  of  political  decision-making  and  its
uncanny  influence  on  automotive  safety.  Their
impactful  analysis  not  only  set  the  stage  for  our
findings but also revealed the depth of relationships
hidden beneath the  veneer  of  seemingly  disparate
domains.

In alignment with the prescient insights of Fictional
(2015),  our  study  delves  into  the  whimsical  yet
thought-provoking  perspective  that  piqued  our
interest  in this  curious relationship.  Moreover,  the
serendipitous  encounter  with  @CarEnthusiast_99's
tweet,  while  seemingly  lighthearted,  serves  as  a
poignant  reminder  of  the widespread intrigue and
speculation surrounding the nexus between political
influences and automotive recalls. As we journeyed
through this uncharted territory, it  became evident
that beneath the serious academic discourse lies a
rich  tapestry  of  conjecture,  imagination,  and
unexpected  amusement  illuminated  by  seemingly
speculative sources.

Our  findings  not  only  reaffirm  the  correlations
identified  by  previous  researchers  but  also  invite
further  exploration  into  the  undercurrents  of  this
unique nexus. The data points, akin to protagonists
in  an  enthralling  narrative,  weave  a  tale  of
unexpected  camaraderie  between  politics  and
automotive  safety,  challenging  the  conventional
wisdom and delighting those who relish uncovering
the  unexpected.  This  unexpected  correlation  may
open  avenues  for  future  research,  offering  a
delightful twist to the traditional narrative of vehicle
recalls  and  underscoring  the  whimsical  yet
compelling connections that permeate our world.

In light of these findings, it is essential to adopt a
multidisciplinary  approach  in  understanding  the
complexities  of  societal  systems.  The  dance
between votes and recalls, while surprising, serves
as a delightful reminder of the colorful and intricate
connections  that  transcend  traditional  boundaries.
As  we  ponder  the  implications  of  this  peculiar
association,  we are  left  with  a  wry smile  and an
insatiable curiosity for the underlying mechanisms
driving this unexpected correlation.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  unveiled  a  truly
remarkable  correlation  between  the  votes  for  the
Libertarian presidential candidate in California and
the  frequency  of  automotive  recalls  pertaining  to
issues  with  the  parking  brake.  The  statistical
significance  of  the  correlation  coefficient,  paired
with the tantalizingly small p-value, underlines the
intriguing relationship between political preferences
and  automotive  safety—truly  a  case  of  politics
"brake-ing"  into  the  realm  of  automotive  recalls.
The  unexpected  camaraderie  between  these
seemingly  disparate  domains  not  only  challenges
conventional wisdom but also tickles the fancy of
those  who  savor  the  flavor  of  unpredictability  in
scholarly pursuits.

The implications of our findings, much like a well-
timed  punchline,  go  beyond  the  boundaries  of
traditional  academic  discourse.  The  interplay
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between political  inclinations and safety measures
in the automotive domain presents a lively jigsaw
puzzle  for  future  researchers  to  piece  together,
adding a dash of spice to the often staid landscape
of statistical investigations. However, let's not pump
the  brakes  on  this  lively  correlation  just  yet.  It's
clear  that  our  findings  have  revved  up  some
thought-provoking  considerations  about  the  ripple
effects of political actions on unexpected facets of
society.

In  light  of  the  robust  correlation  and  statistical
significance  demonstrated  in  our  study,  we  can
confidently assert that no further research is needed
in  this  area.  Just  kidding!  As  scholars,  we  must
acknowledge that  the  joy of  discovery  lies  in  the
perpetual  quest  for  knowledge.  Nevertheless,  for
now, we can revel in the whimsical allure of this
correlation,  recognizing  that  sometimes,  the  most
enthralling discoveries emerge from the unlikeliest
of  intersections.  With  that,  let's  bid  adieu  to  this
peculiar dance between politics and parking brakes
and  steer  our  scholarly  pursuits  toward  the  next
enigmatic conundrum.
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