
Say Cheese: An Examination of the Gouda Connection Between
American Cheese Consumption and Republican Votes in Nebraska

Colton Hamilton, Ava Terry, Grace P Tate

Abstract

The dairy industry has long been steeped in controversy,
but  our  research  set  out  to  explore  a  different  kind  of
cheddar- the political kind. After grate efforts and a gouda
amount  of  data  crunching,  we  aimed  to  provolone
whether  a  link  exists  between  American  cheese
consumption  and  votes  for  the  Republican  presidential
candidate in Nebraska. Using data from the USDA and
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse,
our study uncovered a compelling correlation coefficient
of 0.9018190 and statistically significant p-value of less
than 0.01 for the years 1990 to 2020. It is evident that the
political landscape in Nebraska is not just about corn, but
also  about  curd.  It  seems  that  the  power  of  American
cheese extends beyond its melty, gooey goodness and has
transcended  into  the  political  realms.  All  jokes  asiago-
when  it  comes  to  understanding  voting  patterns  in  the
Cornhusker State, the data suggests that it may be whey
more  complex  than  previously  thought.  This  research
aims  to  breed  greater  curiosity  within  the  academic
community  and  spark  further  investigation  into  the
multifaceted relationship between dairy consumption and
political  affiliation.  In  conclusion,  it  is  clear  that  our
findings are not  just  a  bunch of  muenster.  The cheese-
Republican  vote  relationship  is  no  mere  havarti  and
should not be brushed off as just another queso mistaken
for correlation. This study serves as a feta-ful  reminder
that behind every political decision, there may indeed be a
slice of cheese. After all, who knew the wedge issue of
American cheese could be so thought provolone?

1. Introduction

      Ladies and gentlemen, get ready to brie amazed
by  the  results  of  our  research  on  the  unexpected
connection between American  cheese consumption
and votes for the Republican presidential candidate
in Nebraska. It’s time to delve into the Swiss-terious
world of political dairy correlations.

      As  researchers,  we  often  find  ourselves
embarking  on  a  journey  of  discovery,  seeking
answers to questions that may seem a little gouda to
be true. However, our investigation into this cheesy
affair  has  led  to  some  truly  interesting  and  feta-
nomenal revelations.

      The dairy industry has always had a way of
stirring up strong emotions – but in our study,  we
decided  to  take  the  whiz  out  of  the  equation  and
focus  on  American  cheese,  the  unsung  hero  of
countless sandwiches and burgers. Who would have
thought that behind those gooey, melt-in-your-mouth
slices lies a connection to political voting patterns?
It’s enough to make any academic’s head spin as if
caught in a whirl of Edam madness!

      Much  to  our  surprise,  our  initial  findings
revealed  a  striking  correlation  between  American
cheese  consumption  and  Republican  votes  in
Nebraska.  It's  almost  as  if  our  data  was  saying,
"Curds of a feather,  vote together!" But of course,
we  understand  the  importance  of  cautious
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interpretation  –  after  all,  we  don't  want  to  go  off
half-baked with our conclusions.

      We take it with a grain of salt – or maybe a
sprinkle of Parmesan – that our findings may be met
with skepticism. After all, the idea of a link between
cheese and politics could be considered a bit cheesy.
However,  we  are  confident  that  our  thorough
analysis  of  the  data  speaks  volumes  and  sets  a
foundational basis for further examination.

      It’s an exciting time for research, especially if it
involves  unraveling  the  mysteries  of  American
cheese  and  its  potential  impact  on  political
allegiances.  So,  let’s  dive  in  and  explore  the
provolone depths of this fascinating topic, because
as  any  good  researcher  knows,  the  pursuit  of
knowledge is no gouda-ing off!

2. Literature Review

Smith  and  Doe  (2017)  analyze  the  consumption
patterns of American cheese in the United States and
its  potential  impact  on  political  behavior.  Their
study, titled "Cheese and the Social Fabric: A Gouda
Look  at  American  Culture,"  presents  compelling
evidence  supporting  the  notion  that  cheese
consumption  may  influence  political  attitudes.
However,  as  cheesy  as  it  may  seem,  the  authors
caution against drawing causational conclusions, as
correlation does not always imply causation.

Speaking  of  drawing  conclusions,  did  you  hear
about  the cheesy detective? He always gets to the
Gouda evidence.

Jones (2019) delves into the political  landscape of
Nebraska in his work "Cornfields  and Cheddar:  A
Tale  of  Political  Pioneers."  The  author  examines
voting  patterns  across  various  demographics,
including the correlation between dairy consumption
and  political  affiliation.  His  findings  suggest  a
potential  association  between  cheese  consumption
and conservative  voting  tendencies,  particularly  in
rural  areas.  The  study  sheds  light  on  the  intricate
interplay of cultural  and dietary factors in shaping
political preferences.

In "The Big Cheese: A History of Dairy in American
Culture"  by  Smith  (2015),  the  author  traces  the
evolution  of  cheese  consumption  in  the  United

States  and  its  symbolic  significance.  This
comprehensive  exploration  highlights  the  cultural
ties  between  dairy  products  and  national  identity,
offering valuable insights into the potential influence
of cheese on societal norms and values.

Moving  from  non-fiction  to  fiction,  the  novel
"Cheese  and  Politics:  A  Baked  Tale"  by  Jane
Gruyère  (2018)  presents  an  imaginative  narrative
depicting  a  world  where  cheese  consumption
dictates political alliances. While a work of fiction,
the novel underscores the enduring fascination with
the idea of cheese as a political force.

And  now  for  a  real  slice  of  cheesy  childhood
nostalgia, "Wallace and Gromit: A Grand Day Out"
(1989) brings us to the animated world of a man and
his loyal dog as they embark on a quest for cheese
on the moon. Their cheese-related adventures serve
as a lighthearted reminder of the universal appeal of
this dairy delight. After all, who wouldn't go to the
moon for a slice of good cheese?

In  the  realm  of  children's  shows,  "SpongeBob
SquarePants"  (1999-present)  situates  the  beloved
character  in  a  fantastical  underwater  world  where
cheese  and political  parodies  abound.  The  cartoon
series humorously reflects the way in which popular
culture  intertwines  with  political  satire,
demonstrating  the  enduring  presence  of  cheese-
related themes in various forms of media.

Speaking  of  cartoons,  what  did  the  cheese  say  to
itself in the mirror? Halloumi!

As our review demonstrates, the connection between
American  cheese  consumption  and  votes  for  the
Republican presidential  candidate in Nebraska is  a
topic that not only piques scholarly curiosity but also
elicits  a  gouda  laugh  or  two.  The  interactive
relationship  between  cheese,  culture,  and  politics
offers  a  rich  tapestry  for  academic  investigation,
promising  a  journey  that  is  both  intellectually
stimulating and grate fun!

3. Methodology

In conducting this study, our research team utilized a
multi-faceted  approach  to  gather  and  analyze  the
data necessary to explore  the  relationship between
American  cheese  consumption  and  votes  for  the
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Republican presidential candidate in Nebraska. First,
we  combed  through  the  USDA and  MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse databases
to harvest a dairy-licious array of information from
the years 1990 to 2020.

To  address  the  cheesy  question  at  hand,  our  data
scientists embraced the 'Edam and Eve' of statistical
methods  to  tease  apart  the  potential  correlation
between  American  cheese  consumption  and
Republican votes. Using robust regression analyses
and multivariate models, we delved into the heart of
the data, searching for patterns that would make any
cheese aficionado's heart melt.

With  a  little  sprinkle  of  scientific  curiosity  and  a
whole  lot  of  dedication,  we carefully  matched the
data  on  cheese  consumption  with  the  electoral
results in Nebraska, making sure not to overlook any
'whey'-ward trends or 'cheese-melting' outliers along
the  way.  Our  approach  was  akin  to  crafting  the
perfect cheese board – meticulous, thoughtful,  and
packed with flavor.

For  each  year  within  our  study  period,  we
meticulously  assessed  American  cheese
consumption  per  capita  and  matched  it  with  the
corresponding  Republican  votes  in  Nebraska.  We
employed  cutting-edge  analytical  techniques,
making sure  to  keep  our  methods as  sharp as  the
cheddar we were studying. 

Of course, no research endeavor is complete without
a  thorough  review  of  the  literature.  We  combed
through a variety of scholarly works,  ensuring we
were not  'grating' against  any previous research or
ignoring any pertinent  'gouda'  evidence that  might
inform our analysis.

As  the  cheesy  data  poured  in,  we  kept  our  eyes
peeled  for  any 'curd-ious'  outliers,  making sure  to
distinguish between mere correlations and genuine
causations.  After  all,  we  didn't  want  to  draw
conclusions  that  were  too  'cheesy'  to  stand  up  to
academic scrutiny.

With our data in hand, we then performed a series of
rigorous  statistical  tests  to  assess  the  strength and
significance  of  the  relationship  between  American
cheese consumption and Republican votes. To top it
off, we leveraged state-of-the-art software to ensure

that our calculations were as precise as the cut of a
fine aged Gouda.

Our  methods  upheld  the  highest  standards  of
scientific  inquiry,  ensuring  that  we  presented  our
findings  like  a  well-aged  Camembert:  refined,
complex, and ripe for intellectual consumption. With
our  methodology  as  sound  as  a  wheel  of
Parmigiano-Reggiano, we set out to crack the case
of the curious connection between American cheese
and Nebraska Republican votes.

4. Results

The findings of our research revealed a remarkably
strong positive correlation between American cheese
consumption  and  votes  for  the  Republican
presidential candidate in Nebraska. The correlation
coefficient  of  0.9018190  and  an  r-squared  of
0.8132775  indicated  a  substantial  relationship
between  these  variables.  The  p-value  of  less  than
0.01 further  affirmed the statistical  significance of
our results.

Fig. 1 displays the scatterplot, visually capturing the
evident  association  between  American  cheese
consumption and Republican votes in Nebraska over
the years 1990 to 2020. The sheer magnitude of the
correlation  certainly  gives  new  meaning  to  the
phrase "cheesy politics."

It  seems that the political preference for American
cheese  has  not  only  been  reflected  on  plates  and
sandwiches  but  also  at  the  polling  stations  in
Nebraska.  This  unexpected  connection  between
dairy consumption and political behavior highlights
an  aspect  of  voter  decision-making  that  has  been
largely unexplored until now.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As we sliced through the data,  the  significance of
this  correlation  became  increasingly  sharp.  It's
remarkable how the tangy taste of American cheese
seems to resonate with certain political ideologies,
creating a blend of flavors that transcends from the
dinner table to the ballot box.

While the causality behind this correlation remains a
topic for further investigation, our findings suggest
that  there  may  indeed  be  more  at  stake  in  the
political arena than meets the eye – or the palate, for
that matter.

This  study opens the door  to  a  thought-provoking
discussion  about  the  influence  of  seemingly
innocuous  consumer  choices  on  political
preferences. In unraveling the mysteries of American
cheese and its unforeseen impact on voting patterns,
we hope to have sparked a newfound interest in the
intersection of gastronomy and governance.

In the grand scheme of things, it appears that when it
comes  to  making  political  decisions,  some
Nebraskans may be swayed not just by policy and
rhetoric, but also by the alluring allure of good old
American cheese.

All in all, this groundbreaking research serves as a
reminder that  in the grand banquet  of  politics,  the
role of cheese may be more than just a crumb of the
bigger picture. As this study undoubtedly supports,
when it comes to the interplay between cheese and
politics, it's a matter of "gouda" governance!

5. Discussion

Our  study set  out  to  investigate  the  potential  link
between  American  cheese  consumption  and  votes

for  the  Republican  presidential  candidate  in
Nebraska, and the results have certainly grated some
attention.  The  strong  positive  correlation  we
uncovered supports prior research by Smith and Doe
(2017)  and  Jones  (2019),  who  hinted  at  the
intriguing  alliance  between  dairy  delight  and
political  proclivity.  It  appears  that  the  cheese may
not stand alone in its influence on Republican votes
in Nebraska; it has found its whey into the heart of
political decisions.

Cheesy  jokes  aside,  the  consistent  connection
between  American  cheese  consumption  and
Republican  votes  over  the  span  of  three  decades
cannot  be  dismissed  as  mere  coincidence.  Our
findings align with Smith and Doe's caution against
ignoring correlations, as in this case, they seem to
offer a sneak peek into causational pathways, much
like a hole in Swiss cheese. 

The  magnitudinal  correlation  coefficient  and
statistically  significant  p-value  emphasize  the
statistical weight behind our results. The data from
the USDA and MIT Election Data and Science Lab,
Harvard Dataverse have shown that the relationship
between American cheese and Republican votes is
not  just  mere  fondue  of  the  imagination  but  a
compelling facet of Nebraska's political landscape.

One may concur that the implications of our study
are  cheddar  be  taken  seriously.  The  persistent
correlation  between American  cheese  consumption
and  votes  for  the  Republican  candidate  prompts
intriguing  questions  about  the  role  of  seemingly
trivial  everyday  choices  in  shaping  political
leanings.  It's  a  stark  reminder  that  behind  every
ballot,  there  might  just  be  a  slice  of  American
cheese, molding preferences and decisions much in
the way it molds over a warm burger patty.

So, is there causation or simply correlation? This is a
question  ripe  for  future  exploration.  The  need  to
understand  the  mechanisms  underlying  this
relationship is as pressing as the need to stock up on
crackers for all this cheese. The potential influence
of American cheese on political behavior is not just a
wedge issue; it is a multifaceted avenue deserving of
further academic exploration.

In a world often feta with complex political issues, it
may seem gouda to have some lighthearted insights
every  now  and  then.  Yet,  beneath  the  playful
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engagement  with  cheese-related  political  research
lies  a  crumble  of  truth  that  demands  serious
consideration. Our study, in its own whey, adds to
the  understanding  of  the  interwoven  fabric  of
cheese,  culture,  and  politics,  provolone-ing  that
perhaps  there  is  indeed  more  to  the  old  adage  of
"laughing all  the way to the ballot box." After all,
who  knew  that  the  votes  for  the  Republican
presidential candidate in Nebraska have been curd-
nered by American cheese all along?

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled an un-brie-
lievable  relationship  between  American  cheese
consumption  and  votes  for  the  Republican
presidential  candidate in Nebraska.  The magnitude
of the correlation we observed is no small curd. It
appears that Nebraskans are not just aficionados of
corn,  but  also  connoisseurs  of  American  cheese
when it comes to their political palette.

As we reflect on our findings, it's evident that this
study has shredded light on a previously unexplored
dimension  of  political  behavior.  The  notion  that
cheese  could  influence  voting  patterns  may sound
cheezy at first, but our research has grated a thought-
provolone connection that demands further attention.

It's  a  Gouda  thing  we  embarked  on  this  cheddar-
worthy investigation, as it has provided a foundation
for future studies to delve deeper into the correlation
between  culinary  preferences  and  political
affiliations.  However,  we  must  caution  against
jumping to conclusions that are too nacho-ral. There
may be other factors at play, and we certainly don't
want to put all our eggs in one cheese basket!

Given  the  substantial  and  statistically  significant
correlation  between American  cheese  consumption
and Republican votes in Nebraska,  it's  safe to say
that  this  research  has  feta-lly  accomplished  its
objectives.  We  can  confidently  declare  that  the
unexpected  bond  between  cheese  and  political
behavior is more than just a fondue hope.

In closing,  we believe this  study has  matured and
aged like a fine Parmesan. As for future research in
this area, we can confidently assert that no additional
investigation is needed – this topic is fully ripe for
the picking, and it's whey past time to move on to

other matters. This concludes our cheesy endeavor,
and we hope it has been a gouda experience for all
involved.  Thank  you  for  following  along  on  this
dairy-curious journey!

It's safe to say that we've feta-lly accomplished our
goals with this research, and it's whey past time to
move on to other matters. All in all, it's clear that in
the  world  of  political  analysis,  the  unexpected
connection  between  cheese  and  Republican  votes
has  been  thoroughly  shredded,  and  we  can  say
"cheese" and move on to the next topic!
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