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Cyrus Inspires Voters to Aspire: A Sire-namely Study of Republican
Presidential Votes in South Carolina
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This paper delves into the intriguing connection between the popularity of the first name Cyrus and votes for the Republican Presidential candidate in South
Carolina. Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, as well as the Harvard Dataverse, this
study examines the correlation coefficient of 0.9836181 and p < 0.01 for the time span from 1976 to 2020. We found that as the popularity of the name Cyrus
waxed, so did the votes for the Republican Presidential candidate in South Carolina, thus raising the question - is there a Cyrus effect on conservative voting
patterns? Our findings provide a notable correlation, prompting us to quip that perhaps a "Cyrus" by any other name could sway the political game.

The influence of names on various aspects of life has been a
topic  of  fascination  for  both  researchers  and  curious  parents
alike. A name is not just a label; it can carry historical, cultural,
and  social  connotations.  From  the  traditional  to  the  trendy,
names  can  shape  perceptions  and  even  influence  decisions,
knowingly or unknowingly. This study delves into the intriguing
connection between the popularity of the first name Cyrus and
votes for the Republican Presidential candidate in the state of
South Carolina. One could say we are delving into the "Cyrus
mysteries" of voter behavior.

The ancient Persians might have worshipped Cyrus the Great,
but we are here to explore whether modern South Carolinians
have been similarly inspired by the name. Perhaps, one might
say, the name "Cyrus" carries a certain presidential ring to it.

Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and
the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, as well as the Harvard
Dataverse, we pored over decades of information to uncover any
potential  correlations  between  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  name
Cyrus and the corresponding swing in votes for the Republican
candidate. It’s almost as if we embarked on a "Cyrus quest" to
decode the mysteries of conservative voting patterns.

Our  findings  reveal  a  striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9836181  and  p  <  0.01,  indicating  a  remarkably  strong
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the  name  Cyrus  and
Republican Presidential  votes in South Carolina from 1976 to
2020. One might say that the "Cyrus effect" on voter behavior is
not just a figment of the imagination.

As we unpack the implications of our findings, one might jest
that perhaps we've uncovered a "Cyrus conspiracy" unfolding in
the political landscapes of South Carolina. The idea that a name
could have a significant impact on voting preferences may seem
amusing, but the data suggests otherwise.

Stay tuned as we unravel the captivating correlation between a
name and political preferences, and ponder on whether a "Cyrus
surge" could sway the tides of the electoral sea.

Review of existing research

     The empirical investigation of the relationship between first
names  and  political  behavior  has  attracted  the  attention  of
scholars in various fields. In "Smith et al.," the authors find that
names  could  have  unforeseen  impacts  on  individual  attitudes
and  behaviors,  with  potential  ramifications  for  electoral
preferences.  The  potential  influence  of  a  name  on  political
inclinations raises the intriguing question of whether a particular
name, such as Cyrus, could sway conservative voting patterns in
a given region.

     Did  you  hear  about  the  politician  who  went  to  the
optometrist? He was looking for a new perspective! Similarly,
the study by "Doe" delves into the psychological underpinnings
of  name  associations  and  their  potential  impact  on  voting
behaviors. This work highlights the importance of considering
seemingly  inconspicuous  factors,  such  as  names,  in
understanding political dynamics.

     On the "Cyrus" note, let us explore the potential relevance of
existing literature on the subject. Works such as "The Power of
Names"  and  "The  Name  Dictionary"  offer  insights  into  the
historical, symbolic, and cultural significance of names. Could
the historical resonance of the name Cyrus have influenced its
popularity and, in turn, its potential impact on voting patterns?
The  confluence  of  history,  culture,  and  politics  is  indeed  a
fascinating area of study.

     For a more whimsical twist, the fantasy novel "Name of the
Wind" and the dystopian tale "Brave New World" both weave
narratives that touch upon the power and symbolism of names.
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While  these  are  works  of  fiction,  they  offer  imaginative
interpretations of the potential  influence of  names on societal
constructs. One might even say that the "Cyrus effect" has been
lurking in literature and folklore, waiting to captivate the minds
of curious researchers.

     Speaking of captivating influences,  who could forget the
animated  series  "The  Magic  School  Bus"  and  its  educational
escapades?  As  Ms.  Frizzle  takes  her  students  on  whimsical
journeys,  one  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  the  enigmatic
connection between the name Cyrus and Republican Presidential
votes  in  South  Carolina  might  have  sparked  her  curiosity.
Perhaps  there  is  a  magical  dimension  to  this  correlation  that
merits further exploration.

     Lastly,  let  us  not  overlook  the  classic  children's  show
"Sesame  Street,"  where  memorable  characters  and  playful
learning experiences abound. In the spirit of lighthearted inquiry,
one might jest  that even the residents of Sesame Street could
engage in spirited debates about the potential impact of the name
Cyrus on political preferences. After all, who wouldn't want to
see Elmo and Big Bird weigh in on the "Cyrus conundrum"?

     As we navigate through the whimsical and scholarly realms
of  name  associations  and  political  behavior,  the  interplay  of
serious  research  and  lighthearted  musings  encourages  us  to
ponder  the  potential  impact  of  names  in  shaping  electoral
outcomes.  The  "Cyrus  phenomenon"  continues  to  intrigue,
beckoning  us  into  a  delightful  and  thought-provoking
expedition.

Procedure

To unravel the "Cyrus effect" on conservative voting patterns in
the context of South Carolina's Republican Presidential  votes,
our research team embarked on a comprehensive data collection
and analysis  mission.  We delved into the US Social  Security
Administration and MIT Election Data and Science Lab, as well
as the Harvard Dataverse, in pursuit of the most comprehensive
dataset from 1976 to 2020. It's almost as if we were on a "Cyrus
reconnaissance" to gather all the necessary information.

The first step involved wrangling and curating the historical data
on the popularity of the first name Cyrus from the US Social
Security Administration. We meticulously combed through the
decades of records, akin to deciphering cryptic "Cyrus scrolls,"
to  establish the annual  prevalence of  the name in the United
States. It was not unlike navigating through a maze of ancient
texts,  except  instead  of  hieroglyphs,  we  were  deciphering
demographic data.

Next, in our pursuit of understanding the voting preferences of
South  Carolinians,  we  accessed  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science  Lab  and  the  Harvard  Dataverse  to  procure  the
Republican Presidential votes cast in South Carolina from 1976
to  2020.  This  process  felt  akin  to  combing  through  "Cyrus
cuneiforms" to extract the electoral patterns specific to the state.

Having amassed these comprehensive datasets, we harnessed the
power of statistical analyses to examine the correlation between
the  popularity  of  the  first  name  Cyrus  and  votes  for  the
Republican Presidential candidate in South Carolina. Employing

sophisticated techniques such as Pearson's correlation coefficient
and regression analyses, we teased out the associations with the
precision of a "Cyrus-themed puzzle." 

One might even say that our methodological approach resembles
peering  through  a  "Cyrus  telescope,"  seeking  to  uncover
celestial  alignments  of  name  popularity  and  political
inclinations.

The extensive period under  examination allowed for  a  robust
analysis of the connection between the ebb and flow of the name
Cyrus and the corresponding rise and fall of Republican votes.
The rich dataset provided us with a canvas worthy of a "Cyrus
masterpiece,"  upon  which  we  painted  the  intricate  linkages
between nomenclature and ideological affinity.

In  conclusion,  our  methodological  journey  resembled  an
academic quest through the annals of demography and political
science, propelled by the search for the elusive "Cyrus effect" on
South  Carolina's  Republican  Presidential  votes.  The
convergence  of  disparate  datasets  and  rigorous  statistical
analyses rendered our exploration akin to a "Cyrus expedition"
through the domains of name popularity and electoral dynamics.

Findings

The correlation analysis revealed a strong positive association
between the popularity of the first name Cyrus and votes for the
Republican Presidential candidate in South Carolina. From 1976
to 2020, the correlation coefficient was 0.9836181, indicating a
robust relationship between these two variables. It seems that as
Cyrus rose in popularity, so did the support for the Republican
candidate. One might say that "Cyrus" really struck a chord with
South Carolina voters.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.9675045  further  confirms  the
substantial  influence  of  the  name  Cyrus  on  Republican
Presidential  votes in South Carolina.  It  appears that the name
"Cyrus" was not just a passing trend but had a lasting impact on
conservative voting patterns. Perhaps we could say that Cyrus
was the true "sire" of Republican support in the state.

Furthermore,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  indicates  that  the
observed correlation is statistically significant, strengthening the
validity of our findings. It seems that the impact of the name
Cyrus  on  Republican  votes  in  South  Carolina  cannot  be
dismissed as mere coincidence. One might joke that the "Cyrus
effect" is nothing to be "sire-ious" about; it's a name to reckon
with in the realm of political influence.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In Fig. 1, the scatterplot visually depicts the strong correlation
between the popularity of the name Cyrus and the votes for the
Republican Presidential  candidate in South Carolina.  The plot
unmistakably shows a positive trend,  affirming the persuasive
power of the name Cyrus on conservative voting behavior. One
might quip that the "Cyrus connection" is not just a figment of
imagination; it's a real, data-backed phenomenon.

Therefore, our findings suggest that there is indeed a compelling
connection between the popularity of the first name Cyrus and
votes  for  the  Republican  Presidential  candidate  in  South
Carolina. Whether it's a mere coincidence or a testament to the
name's  influence,  the  "Cyrus  phenomenon"  in  conservative
voting patterns merits further investigation. One might say that
the "Cyrus effect" is a name-driven force to be reckoned with in
the political arena.

Discussion

The results of the current study provide compelling evidence of
a  strong association between the popularity  of  the first  name
Cyrus  and  votes  for  the  Republican  Presidential  candidate  in
South Carolina. These findings align with previous research on
the  potential  influence  of  names  on  political  behavior.  The
notion that  a  particular  name could sway conservative voting
patterns, as suggested by "Smith et al.," is further bolstered by
our robust correlation coefficient of 0.9836181. It seems that the
name "Cyrus" truly has a persuasive prowess when it comes to
shaping political preferences. One might quip that it's not just
any old name; it's a name with a political game.

The literature review humorously touched upon the historical,
symbolic,  and  cultural  significance  of  names,  echoing  the
serious  consideration  that  is  warranted  when  exploring
seemingly inconspicuous factors such as names in understanding
political  dynamics.  While  the  quips  and  puns  about  the
significance  of  the  name  Cyrus  may  seem  light-hearted,  the
statistical  significance of  our  results  emphasizes  the  potential
impact of this name on conservative voting patterns. Even in the
realm of scholarly inquiry, it seems that a catchy name can leave
a lasting impression on political allegiances.

Our  r-squared  value  of  0.9675045  further  underscores  the
substantial  influence  of  the  name  Cyrus  on  Republican
Presidential  votes in South Carolina.  This supports the notion

posited by "Doe" that names could have unforeseen impacts on
individual  attitudes  and  behaviors,  potentially  translating  to
electoral preferences.  It's  not just  a name game; it's  a serious
statistical claim.

The  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  lends
further credence to the impact of the name Cyrus on Republican
votes in South Carolina. The observed correlation appears to be
more  than  coincidental,  indicating  that  the  "Cyrus  effect"  is
indeed a force to be reckoned with. One might say it's a name
that packs a statistical punch.

The  scatterplot  presented  in  Fig.  1  provides  a  visually
compelling depiction of the pronounced correlation between the
popularity of the name Cyrus and the votes for the Republican
Presidential  candidate  in  South  Carolina.  This  visual
representation aptly mirrors the persuasive power of the name
Cyrus on conservative voting behavior, further reinforcing the
gravity of the "Cyrus connection." It seems that when it comes
to influencing political preferences, the name Cyrus is not just a
joke; it's a serious statistical story.

In conclusion, the current study contributes to existing literature
by  substantiating  the  compelling  connection  between  the
popularity of the first name Cyrus and votes for the Republican
Presidential  candidate  in  South  Carolina.  The  "Cyrus
phenomenon"  appears  to  be  a  legitimate,  data-backed  trend,
prompting us to muse that the name Cyrus may be more than
just a name; it's a potential political game-changer.

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  shed  light  on  the  captivating
correlation between the popularity of the first name Cyrus and
votes  for  the  Republican  Presidential  candidate  in  South
Carolina.  Our  findings  indicate  a  robust  relationship  between
these variables, prompting us to quip that the "Cyrus effect" is
not  just  a  play  on  words;  it's  a  genuine  driver  of  political
behavior. 

The  data  unequivocally  suggests  that  there  is  a  significant
connection between the rise and fall of the name Cyrus and the
corresponding swing in votes for the Republican candidate. One
might say that Cyrus truly knows how to "republican" the right
way to the ballot box.

Our  findings  also  raise  some  "sire-ious"  questions.  Does  the
name  Cyrus  evoke  a  sense  of  leadership  and  authority  that
resonates  with  conservative  voters?  Could  it  be  that  South
Carolinians  are  subconsciously  swayed  by  the  historical
significance  of  the  name?  One  might  even  jest  that  "Cyrus"
seems to be a name that's truly "republican to be voted for."

Furthermore,  the statistically significant correlation coefficient
and p-value reaffirm the notion that the "Cyrus effect" on voter
behavior  is  not  just  a  statistical  blip,  but  a  substantial
phenomenon that  warrants attention.  It  seems that the "Cyrus
surge" is not just a passing fad; it's a force to be reckoned with
in the electoral landscape of South Carolina. One might say that
when it comes to Republican votes, Cyrus has truly become the
"name of the game."
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In light of our compelling findings, it is our scholarly duty to
affirm that no further research is needed in this area.  We can
safely conclude that the "Cyrus effect" is a name-driven force to
be reckoned with in the realm of conservative voting patterns.
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