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ABSTRACT

EntertainMint to Win It: The Correlation between US Household
Spending on Entertainment and Republican Votes for Senators in
Mississippi

In this paper, we endeavor to shed light on the surprising relationship between US
household spending on entertainment and Republican votes for Senators in Mississippi.
While one might think that politics and entertainment are as unrelated as a chicken and
a tutu, our findings suggest otherwise. By delving into data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, we
uncovered a correlation coefficient of 0.8582342 and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the
period spanning 2000 to 2020. It seems that the more Mississippians spend on
entertainment, the more likely they are to cast their votes in favor of Republican
candidates. It's a correlation that's so statistically significant, even statisticians are
dancing in disbelief. So, next time you're watching a movie or attending a concert, just
remember, your entertainment choices might be shaping the political landscape more
than you think!
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I. Introduction

Ah, the intriguing world of politics and entertainment - two realms that seem as different as night
and well, another night. In this paper, we embark on a journey to unravel the mysterious bond
between US household expenditure on entertainment and the Republican support for Senators in
the great state of Mississippi. Who would have thought that the popcorn you munch on during
movie nights or the latest bestselling novel you purchase could potentially sway a voter's
political allegiance? It's as if the ballot box has transformed into a stage, and the voters are the

audience eagerly waiting for a stimulating performance.

As we delve into this unique relationship, our study aims to bring some levity (pun intended) to
the realm of political analyses. While it may seem like a stretch to connect household spending
on entertainment with political affiliations, the numbers don't lie, and they certainly don't care
about your preferred genre of music or film. Our findings unveil a correlation coefficient that's
stronger than the grip of an eager spectator on a front-row concert ticket. Get ready to kick back,
relax, and join us as we journey through the curious confluence of leisure activities and political
preferences in the heart of Mississippi. After all, what's the harm in adding a little razzle-dazzle

to the usual research jargon? Let's sprinkle some confetti on these statistical relationships!

II. Literature Review

Smith and Doe (2015) conducted a comprehensive analysis of US household spending patterns

and their potential impact on political attitudes. Their study "Trends in Entertainment
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Expenditure and Political Leanings" revealed intriguing trends in entertainment spending, with a
notable emphasis on the correlation between music purchases and voting tendencies. Similarly,
Jones et al. (2017) delved into the economic and sociopolitical implications of leisure activities
in their seminal work, "Leisure, Entertainment, and Political Preferences: An Integrated
Analysis." These studies laid a solid foundation for understanding the intersection of

entertainment and political behavior.

In "The Entertainment Economy: How Mega-Media Shapes Public Opinion" by Brown (2018),
the author highlighted the influential role of media consumption in shaping individuals'
worldviews, including their political inclinations. Additionally, Thompson's "News Jacking: How
to Inject Your Ideas into a Breaking News Story and Generate Tons of Media Coverage" (2016)
provided insights into the power of entertainment-driven narratives in influencing public

discourse and political ideologies.

Taking a more whimsical approach, Orwell's "Animal Farm" (1945) and Huxley's "Brave New
World" (1932) offer fictional yet thought-provoking portrayals of societal control and political
manipulation, albeit in a more dystopian setting. The escapades chronicled in Pratchett's "The
Truth" (2000) provide a satirical take on the influence of media and entertainment on public

opinion, albeit in a fantastical realm.

As part of this research, the authors indulged in a thorough consumption of entertainment media,
including the binge-watching of "Parks and Recreation" and "The West Wing," in the name of
scholarly inquiry. Although not directly linked to the topic at hand, these experiences provided
invaluable insights into the tangential connections between entertainment and politics - not to

mention a few laughs and a newfound appreciation for mockumentary-style sitcoms.
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In summary, the literature pertaining to the intersection of entertainment and political
inclinations provides a rich tapestry of perspectives, ranging from scholarly analyses to fictional
explorations. While the initial studies laid the groundwork for understanding the potential
correlations, the whimsical additions contributed to a more holistic view of the subject matter. As
we proceed with our own investigation, we seek to infuse this serious topic with a dash of humor
and a sprinkling of unexpected correlations. After all, as the saying goes, "All's fair in love, war,

and statistical analysis."

ITI. Methodology

To kick off this captivating analysis, our research team dove headfirst into the vast sea of data,
navigating through the treacherous waves of spreadsheets and statistical algorithms. We gathered
household spending data on entertainment from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, where we treaded
through a myriad of figures on concert tickets, movie rentals, and perhaps even the occasional
clown for a child's birthday party. The MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse
also provided us with a treasure trove of information on Republican votes for Senators in
Mississippi, allowing us to chart the political tides amidst the waves of entertainment

expenditures.

To ensure that our data was as reliable as a seasoned stand-up comedian's punchline, we
meticulously selected the time frame from 2000 to 2020, taking into account the ever-changing
dynamics of entertainment trends and political sentiments. This timeframe allowed us to capture
the evolution of both leisure spending habits and political leanings, akin to observing the

metamorphosis of a caterpillar into a politically savvy butterfly.
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To measure the strength of the relationship between US household spending on entertainment
and Republican votes for Senators in Mississippi, we employed the almighty Pearson correlation
coefficient, brandishing it like a statistical Excalibur. This valiant coefficient allowed us to
quantify the degree of association between our variables, providing a numerical testament to the
intertwined nature of leisurely activities and political preferences. Additionally, we wielded the
p-value, the defender of statistical significance, to scrutinize the validity of our discoveries,

ensuring that our findings were not merely a stroke of luck in a game of political roulette.

With the fusion of data from diverse sources and the employment of robust statistical tools, our
research sought to unravel the enigmatic connection between entertainment spending and
political affiliations with all the precision of a magician pulling a rabbit out of a hat. Armed with
wit, wisdom, and a touch of whimsy, we embarked upon this scientific journey to illuminate the
unexpected symphony of entertainment expenditures and political predilections in the bustling

heart of Mississippi.

IV. Results

Our analysis revealed a rather surprising but robust connection between US household spending
on entertainment and Republican votes for Senators in Mississippi. The correlation coefficient of
0.8582342 slapped us in the face like a plot twist in a popcorn movie, leaving us stunned at the
strength of this peculiar relationship. With an r-squared of 0.7365659, it's as if the entertainment
spending is belting out a catchy tune that just won't leave our heads. And with a p-value of less
than 0.01, the significance of this correlation is as clear as a high-definition picture on a brand-

new television screen.
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The correlation can be adequately visualized in Figure 1, which presents a scatterplot showcasing
the undeniable bond between US household spending on entertainment and Republican votes for

Senators in Mississippi. It's as if the data itself is asking, "Are you not entertained?!"

These findings imply that as Mississippians open their wallets for entertainment, they might just
be casting their ballots for Republican candidates. It's like they're saying, "Pass the popcorn and
a ballot, please!" The relationship is so puzzling, it's as if political rallies have taken on the vibe

of a rock concert or a Broadway show.

Years 2000-2020, r=0.858, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

It seems that in the great state of Mississippi, entertainment spending and political affiliations are
dancing hand in hand like a pair of enthusiastic partners on a reality TV dance competition. So,
the next time you're at a concert or catching a movie, remember - your entertainment choices
might be influencing the political scene more than you'd ever imagine. It's as if the stage lights
have expanded to encompass the ballot box, and voters are tapping their feet to the rhythm of

their entertainment spending.
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V. Discussion

Our results confirm and even amplify the earlier research by Smith and Doe (2015) and Jones et
al. (2017) into the interconnection between entertainment spending and political leanings. This
correlation is so sturdys; it's like an elephant sitting on a seesaw — definitely not something to be
taken lightly. Just as Jones et al. (2017) pointed out, leisure activities seem to have a more
profound impact on political preferences than we previously thought. It's as if Mississippians are

saying, "Vote Republican and chill? Yes, please!"

Brown (2018) also highlighted the influential role of media consumption in shaping political
inclinations, but our findings add a new dimension: personal entertainment expenditures. It's like
Mississippians are not just picking up on media narratives; they're literally investing in them
with their hard-earned cash. The narrative could very well be: "Buy tickets to the political drama,

starring your favorite Republican candidates!"

Even with a touch of whimsy, Orwell's "Animal Farm" (1945) and Huxley's "Brave New World"
(1932) offer fictional yet thought-provoking portrayals of societal control and political
manipulation. Our research, much like these literary works, suggests that the boundaries between
entertainment and politics are as blurred as a Monet painting — best enjoyed with a Republican-

themed soundtrack.

As we embraced a more light-hearted approach to our study, immersing ourselves in
entertainment media akin to the binge-watching of "Parks and Recreation," we couldn't help but
notice a nuanced, albeit unexpected, relationship between entertainment and Mississippi's
political landscape. It's as if the state is staging a political rom-com, with voters swaying to the

beat of their favorite entertainment choices and casting their ballots accordingly.
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This research suggests that the link between entertainment spending and political affiliations is
stronger than a double shot of espresso in the morning. It's like Mississippians are tapping into a
whole new source of political engagement, where their entertainment choices are not just
personal preferences, but potentially influential factors in the voting booth. It's as if the state's

motto has evolved into "Votertainment: where democracy meets the dance floor!"

In conclusion, our findings serve as a levity-laden reminder of the vital — if unconventional —
connection between entertainment spending and political affiliations. It's apparent that
entertainment and politics in Mississippi are not just parallel tracks but appear to be dancing
cheek to cheek, influencing each other in ways that may shape the state's future political
dynamics. So, next time you're at a Mississippi movie theater or a Republican rally, remember —

behind every political backdrop, there might just be a popcorn-scented soundtrack playing.

VI1. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has revealed an unexpectedly harmonious relationship between US
household spending on entertainment and Republican votes for Senators in Mississippi. It
appears that the political stage is not as far removed from the entertainment arena as one might
assume. As the old saying goes, "All the world's a stage," and it seems that in Mississippi, the

showbiz factor extends even to the voting booth!

Our findings highlight a noteworthy correlation that's stronger than the bass in a hip-hop concert,
and as undeniable as the allure of a big-budget blockbuster. It's as if voters are singing, "I'm with

the bandwagon" as they sway their way to the polls.
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With such compelling statistical evidence, it's tempting to break out in a chorus of
"Entertainment, Ho! Let's go, vote!" Indeed, the data practically screams, "Lights, camera, action
- and Republican votes!" Who knew that the ticket to political favor could be hidden in a theater

stub or a gaming console receipt?

As the curtains draw to a close on this research, we are confident in asserting that no further
investigations are warranted in this area. The correlation between entertainment spending and
Republican votes in Mississippi is a phenomenon as clear as a high-definition TV, and it's time to
give this topic a standing ovation and a well-deserved encore. After all, why continue to probe

when the answer is as crystal clear as an IMAX screen?

In the grand production of political analysis, it seems that entertainment spending has earned

itself a lead role, and it's time to sit back, relax, and enjoy the show.
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