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VOTING DEMOC-RATICALLY: A TAIL OF TWO
SENSIBILITIES IN MONTANA

Christopher Harrison, Austin Taylor, Giselle P Tyler

Center for Sciences

This paper explores the curious relationship between the number of authors in Montana and the 
Democratic votes for Senators in the state. Our research team delved into massive datasets from the 
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics to 
uncover this puzzling correlation. To our surprise, we uncovered a correlation coefficient of 
0.9228635 and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years 2003 to 2020. Our findings not only raise 
eyebrows but also provoke a chuckle or two as we consider the interconnectedness of literary 
pursuits and political leanings in the beautiful state of Montana. We invite fellow academics to join us
on this whimsical journey through data analysis and sociopolitical musings.

In  the  hilly  expanse  of  Montana,  an
unlikely alliance seems to have emerged
between  the  literary  inclinations  of  its
denizens and their  political  leanings.  As
the  state  embodies  the  rugged  roots  of
the American West, it also harbors a lively
community  of  writers,  who  may,
inadvertently,  be  leaving  their  mark  not
only in the pages of novels but also in the
ballot  boxes.  This  paper  endeavors  to
unravel  the  fascinating  tale  of  how  the
number  of  authors  in  Montana  and
Democratic votes for Senators in the state
intertwine,  enlivened  with  data  analysis
and  sprinkled  with  the  occasional
whimsical observation.

On the outset, it may seem perplexing –
what  could  the  creative  endeavors  of
authors  possibly  have  to  do  with  the
political persuasions of a state? But as we
dived  into  the  depths  of  socio-political
data,  we  found  ourselves  not  only
unearthing  statistically  significant
correlations but also crafting a narrative
that dances with the echoes of Montanan
literary and political history. A correlation
coefficient of 0.9228635 and a p-value of

less than 0.01 for the years 2003 to 2020
bring to light the unexpected alliance of
the  ink-stained  muses  and  the  polling
booth choreography.

The nuances of Montana, with its rugged
terrains  and  its  free-spirited  populace,
have long been a source of  wonder and
amusement.  However,  as  the  numbers
materialized before us,  we couldn't  help
but  smile  and  think,  "Well,  isn't  that
novel?" It's as if the pen strokes on paper
are not just mere musings but rather are
weaving a narrative that extends into the
political  realm  –  a  metafictional  dance
playing  out  in  the  realm  of  voter
sentiment and literary inspiration.

As  we  embark  on  this  tale  of  two
sensibilities, we recognize the peculiar joy
that springs from intellectual exploration,
where the unexpected and the mundane
collide to create a tableau of curiosity and
playfulness. So, dear reader, fasten your
intellectual  seatbelts  as  we  traverse
through  statistical  landscapes  while
keeping our eyes peeled for the delightful
surprises  and  chuckle-worthy  oddities
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that populate the discussion of Montana's
literary and political tapestry.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "The Literary Landscape of Montana,"
Smith and Doe present a comprehensive
examination  of  the  cultural  and  artistic
scene in the state, shedding light on the
vibrant  community  of  authors  and  the
myriad of genres that find representation
in Montana's literary tapestry. Their work
offers  a  nuanced  exploration  of  the
interplay  between  the  collective
imagination  of  the  state  and  its
sociopolitical  fabric,  hinting  at  the
potential for a deeper connection between
literary  expression  and  political
ideologies.

Jones,  in  "The  Political  Geography  of
Montana," delves into the intricate web of
factors shaping the political landscape of
the state. While the focus of Jones' work
primarily  revolves  around  demographic
shifts and policy preferences, it indirectly
beckons  the  reader  to  consider  the
intricate  ways  in  which  cultural  and
artistic  expressions  might  influence  the
political attitudes of Montanans.

Moving onto less conventional sources, in
"Democ-RATic  Musings:  The  Literary
Influence on Voting Patterns," the authors
craft  a  whimsical  exploration  of  the
peculiar  relationship  between  literary
culture and political proclivities. Through
a  series  of  anecdotal  observations  and
subtle humor, they provocatively suggest
that  perhaps  the  ink-stained  fingers  of
authors extend beyond the pages of their
works and leave an indelible  imprint on
the political consciousness of the state.

As  we  venture  into  the  more  creative
realms  of  literature,  "The  Senator's
Secret Library" by A. Novel presents an
imaginative tale of a senator whose love
for literature leads to unexpected insights
and  serendipitous  encounters.  While  a
work of fiction, it piques the imagination
and invites contemplation on the power of

literature to shape individual perspectives
and,  by  extension,  influence  collective
political choices.

In the whimsical world of film, "Montana
Tales:  From  Pen  to  Poll"  is  a  charming
documentary  that  follows  the  lives  of
authors  in  Montana  and  their  peculiar
penchant for influencing political debates
and election campaigns. Through a series
of  endearing interviews and picturesque
montages  of  Montana's  literary  and
political landscapes, the film joyfully hints
at  the  curious  interplay  between  the
written  word  and  the  outcomes  of
democratic processes.

This motley assortment of literature and
media offers a tantalizing glimpse into the
multifaceted  relationship  between
Montana's  literary  endeavors  and  the
Democratic  voting  patterns  for  Senators
in the state. While these sources may vary
significantly in their tone and intent, they
collectively beckon towards the possibility
of  an  intriguing  interconnection  that
continues to beguile and elude definitive
interpretation.

METHODOLOGY

The  methodology  employed  in  this
research journey was as adventurous as
traversing  the  uncharted  wilderness  of
Montana.  Collected  data  from  the  MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  formed  the  bedrock  of  our
analysis,  akin  to  uncovering  a  hidden
treasure  trove  in  the  virtual  frontier  of
information.

To begin our escapade, we honed our data
mining  skills  and  donned  our  statistical
thinking  caps  to  extract  the  necessary
variables  encapsulating  the  number  of
authors  in  Montana and the Democratic
votes for Senators in the state from 2003
to  2020.  Our  intrepid  quest  led  us
through the dense underbrush of election
data,  navigating the twists  and turns  of
numerical  labyrinths  with  the  agility  of
seasoned explorers. 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Perhaps  one  might  imagine  us  as
scholarly prospectors, sifted through vast
datasets  as  though  panning  for  gold
nuggets  in  a  digital  river,  all  the  while
maintaining  a  sense  of  wonder  and
intellectual  curiosity  worthy  of  a  Lewis
and Clark expedition.

Once we had unearthed the elusive data
sets, we employed a medley of analytical
tools  and  statistical  methodologies  that
rivaled the strategic maneuvers of chess
grandmasters.  Our  team dabbled  in  the
arcane arts of correlation analysis, where
the dance between the number of authors
and  Democratic  votes  in  Montana  took
center stage. Like skilled choreographers,
we  scrutinized  the  movements  of
variables,  looking  for  patterns  and
syncopations  that  would  unravel  the
peculiar  narrative  of  our  research
question.

In addition, we embraced the algorithmic
wizardry  of  regression  analysis,
concocting  models  that  sought  to
untangle  the  complex  web  woven  by
literature  and  politics,  much  akin  to
deciphering  a  cryptic  code  of  historical
significance.  Furthermore,  we harnessed
the  power  of  time  series  analysis  to
navigate  the  temporal  currents  of  our
data, charting a course through the ebbs
and  flows  of  Montana's  literary  and
political  tides  with  the  precision  of
mariners navigating the choppy waters of
the Caribbean.

The  robustness  of  our  findings  was
corroborated  by  diligent  sensitivity
analysis,  where  we  stress-tested  our
models  like  seasoned  mountaineers
braving  the  harsh  elements.  Our
analytical  trek  through  the  statistical
wilderness was not without its perils, as
we  faced  the  lurking  dangers  of
multicollinearity  and  heteroscedasticity,
but  our  resolve  remained steadfast,  and
our  findings  emerged  unscathed,  like
intrepid alpinists conquering the summit
of intellectual inquiry.

In  summary,  our  approach  to  this
research endeavor  mirrored  the  spirited

frontier  spirit  of  Montana  itself  –
combining ingenuity, tenacity, and a touch
of whimsy to unravel the entwined tales
of  literary  pursuits  and  political
persuasions  in  this  storied  state.  Our
methodology stands as a testament to the
unfathomable  depths  of  intellectual
exploration  and  the  joy  of  unearthing
unexpected  connections  between
seemingly disparate domains.

RESULTS

The results of our data analysis revealed a
rather  striking  and,  dare  I  say,  novel
correlation  between  the  number  of
authors  in  Montana and the Democratic
votes  for  Senators  in  the  state.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9228635  and
an r-squared of 0.8516770 for the years
2003 to 2020 left us pleasantly surprised
and somewhat bemused.

Our analysis yielded a scatterplot (Fig. 1)
that vividly depicts the remarkably strong
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables.  While  some  might
find the association between authors and
political leanings far-fetched, we couldn't
help  but  chuckle  at  the  delightfully
unexpected  connection  laid  bare  by  our
statistical findings.

As we interpret these results, one cannot
help  but  appreciate  the  interplay  of  ink
and  ballots,  where  the  literary
inclinations  of  Montanans  seem  to
harmonize  with  their  voting  behaviors.
This  whimsical  discovery  beckons  us  to
ponder  the  delightful  idiosyncrasies  of
human behavior and the way in which our
artistic  and  political  proclivities
intertwine in the fabric of our society. The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9228635  and
the firmly significant p-value of less than
0.01 for this association bring to light the
fascinating fusion of literary pursuits and
senatorial selections in the revered state
of Montana.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In summary, our findings not only unveil
the  curious  bond  between  the  written
word and the democratic process but also
tickle  our  scholarly  fancies  with  the
unexpected nature of this correlation. The
socio-political  landscape  of  Montana
presents  a  captivating  tableau  of
interconnectedness  that  underscores the
need for a multifaceted understanding of
human  behavior  and  societal  dynamics.
We invite fellow academics to join us in
reveling  in  the  delightful  surprises  that
emerge  from the  intersection  of  literary
creativity and political engagement, as we
continue to unravel the whimsical tale of
voting  democ-RAT-ically  in  the
picturesque state of Montana.

DISCUSSION

The  results  of  our  study  unequivocally
affirm  the  peculiar  yet  captivating
interweaving of literary enthusiasms and
political  persuasions  in  the  state  of
Montana.  The  surprising  partnership
between  the  number  of  authors  and
Democratic  votes  for  Senators,  with  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9228635,  not
only defies conventional wisdom but also
beckons  us  to  embrace  the  whimsical
dance of ink and ballots. Our findings are
in conspicuous harmony with the earlier
works of Smith and Doe, whose nuanced
exploration  hinted  at  the  profound
connection  between  literary  expression
and  political  ideologies.  While  their
intimations  might  have  initially  seemed
fanciful,  our  statistical  analysis  lends

credence to the notion that perhaps the
quills of authors do indeed wield a subtle
influence  over  the voting  sensibilities  of
Montanans.

Moreover,  the  mirthful  proposition  put
forward  in  "Democ-RATic  Musings:  The
Literary  Influence  on  Voting  Patterns"
takes on an unexpectedly  concrete form
in our study. The jovial speculations of the
authors  resonate  with  our  empirical
observations,  heightening  the  delightful
irony  of  the  scholarly  discourse.  As  we
immerse  ourselves  in  this  delightful
potpourri  of  literary  and  cinematic
sources,  the  seemingly  unorthodox
assertion that authors leave an indelible
imprint  on  political  consciousness
acquires an enchanting veracity, much to
the  amusement  of  our  discerning
academic sensibilities.

Our  whimsical  discovery  not  only
contributes  to  the  scholarly  tapestry
weaving  together  artistic  and  political
proclivities but also underscores the need
for  a  broader  appreciation  of  the
idiosyncrasies that color human behavior.
Our study extends a hearty invitation to
fellow academics to partake in the revelry
of unraveling the enigmatic tale of voting
democ-RAT-ically  in  the  picturesque
expanse  of  Montana,  where  the  ink-
stained  fingers  of  authors  seem to  hold
sway over the electoral inclinations of its
denizens. The union of literary endeavors
and  political  engagements  presents  a
heartwarming  tableau  of
interconnectedness, urging us to embrace
the  beguiling  fusion  of  creative
expressions and democratic choices with
open scholarly arms.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has unearthed
a  remarkable  correlation  between  the
number  of  authors  in  Montana  and
Democratic  votes  for  Senators  in  the
state.  The  statistical  analyses  have
yielded  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9228635 and a p-value of less than 0.01,
firmly  attesting  to  the  unexpected
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connection  between  literary  endeavors
and  political  leanings  in  the  Montana
landscape.  This  whimsical  discovery  not
only  tickles  our  scholarly  interests  but
also  prompts  contemplation  on  the
intricacies  of  human  behavior  and  the
delightful surprises that emerge from the
amalgamation  of  creative  and  civic
pursuits.

As we sign off on this paper, we are left
with a profound sense of intrigue at the
meshing of ink and ballots, inviting us to
ponder  the  whimsical  ways  in  which
artistry  and  democratic  participation
intertwine.  As  we  close  the  chapter  on
this  study,  we can't  help  but  chuckle  at
the  playful  dance  of  correlations  and
coefficients,  for  it  seems  that,  in  the
delightful  tapestry  of  Montana's
sociopolitical landscape, the pen is indeed
mightier than the sword – or, in this case,
the ballot.

In  light  of  these  revelatory findings,  we
assert that further exploration in this area
may yield diminishing returns. It appears
that we have unraveled the quirky tale of
voting democ-RAT-ically in Montana to its
delightful  conclusion,  and we opine that
no more research is needed in this area.
After all, sometimes the most unexpected
correlations  can  be  the  most  fitting,
leaving  us  with  a  wry  smile  and  a
newfound appreciation for the delightful
idiosyncrasies  that  permeate  the  human
experience.
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