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Abstract

In this paper, we investigate the relationship between Republican votes for Senators in South
Carolina and Google searches for "where do birds go when it rains." Our research team delved
into the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse and Google Trends to unravel
this mysterious connection. We found a correlation coefficient of 0.9625829 and p < 0.01 for the
time period spanning from 2004 to 2020,  leading us to  ponder:  are the  voters  and the birds
flocking  together  when  rain  starts  to  pour?  *Caw*-relation  or  *caw*-incidence?  The  study
scrutinized the unexpected affinity between conservative votes and ornithological inquisitiveness
during inclement weather. What's the *tweeting* point of this strange correlation, you ask? Well,
our findings suggest that as Republican support increases in South Carolina, so does curiosity
about  the  sheltering  habits  of  our  feathered  friends  during  rainy  spells.  Is  it  possible  that
constituents'  political  leanings  might  be  as  predictable  as  a  bird  seeking  refuge  from  a
thunderstorm? *Chirp*haps! The implication of our research extends beyond mere caw-ncidence.
It raises intriguing questions about the intersection of human behavior and wildlife curiosity, not
to mention the potential electoral impact of avian meteorological musings. Our findings add a
light-hearted dimension to the serious realm of political science, reminding us that even the most
unexpected correlations can surface when we spread our wings and take a closer look at the data.

1.  Introduction

As the saying goes, "birds of a feather flock together," but little did we know that this
adage  might  extend  to  political  inclinations  as  well.  In  this  paper,  we  soar  into  the
uncharted territory of political science and avian behavior to uncover the surprising link
between Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina and the peculiar curiosity about
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the whereabouts of our feathered friends during rainfall. It seems that our investigation
has truly taken flight into unexplored territory, much like a bird on the hunt for a good
nesting spot. 

Our  feather-brained  curiosity  about  the  connection  between  conservative  politics  and
avian musings led us to embark on a data-driven journey. With a wing and a prayer, we
ventured into the realm of electoral data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab and
Harvard Dataverse, alongside Google Trends data on the search inquiry "where do birds
go when it rains." Like a flock of eager birdwatchers, we peered through the statistical
binoculars, ready to spot any correlations that might *quack* us up.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9625829 and p < 0.01 that we uncovered left us feeling
like we had discovered a rare bird indeed. As we dug deeper into the data, the question
that lingered in our minds was one that truly ruffled our feathers: could it be that the
voters who stand behind Republican candidates also harbor a deep-seated fascination for
the rain-dodging tactics of our feathered neighbors? It's a conundrum that has sent us into
a tailspin, not unlike a confused bird navigating a sudden gust of wind.

This  unexpected bond between political  allegiance and avian precipitation ponderings
begs the question: are voters and birds truly *caw*-related, or is it merely a *waddle* and
quirky happenstance? As we brace ourselves for the journey ahead, we invite the reader
to  spread  their  wings  and  join  us  in  unraveling  the  mystery  of  this  ornitho-political
phenomenon.  After  all,  in  the  world  of  research,  it's  important  to  remember  that
sometimes the most surprising discoveries come from taking a chance on an unassuming
Google search.

2.  Literature Review

In their  seminal work, Smith and Doe (2010) conducted a comprehensive analysis  of
political voting patterns in South Carolina, shedding light on the complex dynamics of
conservative support in the region. Their study, though insightful, failed to account for
the potential influence of avian weather-related inquiries on voter behavior. Nevertheless,
it laid a solid foundation for understanding the broader contextual factors at play.

Jones (2015) further examined the intricacies of online search behavior, highlighting the
significance  of  understanding  users'  curiosity-driven  queries.  However,  their  focus
remained  predominantly  on  commercial  intent,  leaving  an  avian-sized  gap  in  the
exploration of political and ornithological intrigue.

Turning to works beyond the immediate scope of the field, "The Audubon Society Field
Guide  to  North  American  Birds"  (Peterson,  2008)  and  "Birdwatching  for  Dummies"
(Dunning, 2012) offer valuable insights into bird behavior and habitat preferences but do
not directly address the potential link between political voting and avian curiosity.
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As we venture into more tangentially related literature, "To Kill a Mockingbird" (Lee,
1960)  and  "The Raven"  (Poe,  1845)  stimulate  contemplation  on  avian  symbolism in
human culture and literature, yet regrettably diverge from the empirical inquiry at hand. 

In a somewhat unorthodox approach to literature review, we also perused the contents of
a CVS receipt unearthed from a local store, hoping to find hidden insights within its
mundane  details.  While  the  receipt  failed  to  yield  any  pertinent  information,  it  did
confirm the purchase of birdseed and a Republican candidate's flyer, hinting at a potential
intersection between political advocacy and bird care--talk about multitasking!

3.  Research Approach

In order to untangle the elusive correlation between Republican votes for South Carolina
Senators  and  the  Google  inquiries  into  the  whereabouts  of  rain-dodging  birds,  our
research team embarked on a methodological odyssey worthy of a convoluted treasure
map. First, we amassed electoral data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab and
Harvard  Dataverse,  meticulously  combing  through  the  digital  haystack  to  find  the
proverbial political needles in the data haystack. It was a bit like looking for a specific
nest in a forest full of nests - a proper *egg* hunt, if you will.

To complement our electoral data, we turned to Google Trends, using the search query
"where do birds go when it rains" as our avian curiosity litmus test. This endeavor had us
feeling like modern-day bird whisperers, except instead of whispering sweet nothings to
our feathered friends, we were eavesdropping on the global chatter about their rainy day
retreat strategies. We assure you, it was a hoot — or should we say, a *hoot*enanny?

Next, armed with spreadsheets and statistical software, we engaged in a delicate mating
dance with the data, performing a synchronized tango of regression analyses and time
series  modeling  to  tease  out  any potential  patterns  between political  preferences  and
avian meteorological musings. This part of the process was not for the faint of heart -
much  like  the  elaborate  courtship  rituals  of  certain  bird  species,  it  required  finesse,
patience, and a knack for picking up on subtle cues. In other words, we had to be as
perceptive  as  a  bird  on  the  lookout  for  a  potential  mate.  We do  apologize  that  our
methodology is not for the birds, but we assure you that these puns are absolutely *eggs*-
quisite.

After applying rigorous statistical techniques to our data, we emerged with a correlation
coefficient of 0.9625829 and a p-value less than 0.01, leaving us perched on the edge of a
statistical precipice, much like a bird ready to take flight. These findings reinforced our
hypothesis that there exists a peculiar linkage between conservative votes and the urge to
delve into the mysterious world of avian rainy day hideouts.  It  was a revelation that
spread  our  wings  and  left  us  feeling  as  uplifted  as  a  soaring  eagle,  or  perhaps  a
particularly buoyant seabird.
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4.  Findings

The results of our analysis unveiled a striking correlation between Republican votes for
Senators in South Carolina and Google searches for "where do birds go when it rains."
The correlation coefficient was determined to be 0.9625829, with an r-squared value of
0.9265659, and a p-value less than 0.01. If this correlation was any more pronounced, it
would've nested itself comfortably in the realm of ornithology. *Eagle* eye needed to
spot that one, folks!

Fig. 1 depicts the scatterplot illustrating the robust relationship between these seemingly
disparate variables. The tight clustering of data points on the graph is enough to make
even  the  most  stoic  statistician  squawk  with  surprise.  It's  a  compelling  visual
representation that leaves little room for chirping away the significance of our findings.
And as the saying goes, a picture is worth a thousand hypotheses!

Our statistical analysis leaves us with the feather-ruffling realization that there may be
more to this avian-political rendezvous than meets the eye. It's enough to make even the
most  hardened  data  skeptic  exclaim,  "Well,  I'll  be  owl  darned!"  This  unexpected
intersection of political behavior and ornithological curiosities has left us perched on the
edge of our seats, eager to dive deeper into the implications of our caw-rrelation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

One might wonder if our findings add a new dimension to the age-old adage – "birds of a
feather vote together." Or perhaps it's time to coin a new phrase – "voters who share a
nest tend to invest." Either way, our results have set the stage for further inquiry into the
whimsical  yet  thought-provoking interplay  between human voting  patterns  and  avian
weather-related musings.
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In the grand scheme of things, our data-driven foray into this uncharted territory serves as
a reminder that when it comes to research, it pays to keep an open mind and a keen eye
for unexpected correlations. After all, as researchers, it's our duty to spread our wings and
venture into unexplored realms of inquiry, no matter how *bird-brained* they may seem
at first glance.

5.  Discussion on findings

Our investigation has unearthed an unexpectedly robust correlation between Republican
votes for Senators in South Carolina and Google searches for "where do birds go when it
rains."  The  high  correlation  coefficient  and  the  p-value  less  than  0.01  indicate  a
compelling connection between conservative political support and avian meteorological
inquiries. It seems that alongside casting their ballots, South Carolinian constituents are
also casting a curious gaze toward our feathered friends when the rain starts to fall.

The aggregation of our findings supports the prior research by Smith and Doe (2010),
who delved into the intricate dynamics of conservative support in South Carolina. Our
study adds a feather to their cap by introducing the novel perspective that avian weather-
related queries may play a previously overlooked role in shaping voter behavior. Could it
be that the political climate is not the only thing affecting constituents' inclinations, but
also the actual climate? It’s a thought that might make even the most serious political
analyst ruffle their feathers with amusement.

In addition, Jones (2015) highlighted the significance of understanding users' curiosity-
driven queries, a notion that our findings corroborate in a surprising fashion. Who would
have thought that political allegiance and ornithological intrigue could share such a snug
nest in the realm of online search behavior? It's as though the voters are not just voting
for their  preferred candidates,  but  also voting for a closer  look into where our avian
friends seek shelter during downpours. *Preen* and proper political analysis indeed!

The  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1  visually  captures  the  stark  relationship  we  uncovered,
showcasing the striking alignment of Republican votes and bird-centric searches. It's a
graphic  representation  that,  much like  a  well-timed pun,  leaves  little  room for  avian
wiggle room. The strength of this correlation is something to crow* about, and it sheds
light on the intricate interplay between political alignment and ornithological curiosity in
a manner that few could have anticipated.

Our  research  hints  at  the  idea  that  when  it  comes  to  predicting  voter  behavior,
understanding the diverse factors that influence constituents' decision-making is crucial.
It's no longer just about economic policies and social issues; it's also about understanding
the influence of a rainy day on the inclination to ponder avian shelters. As researchers, it's
our duty to be vigilant about exploring all potential factors that shape public opinion,
even when they ruffle a few feathers along the way.
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Our study serves as a reminder that science can take us to unexpected places, and that
even the most far-fetched hypotheses can sometimes find a *flight*ing chance at proving
their  worth.  So,  let  us  continue  to  spread  our  wings  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,
embracing the quirky correlations, unexpected findings, and perhaps the occasional dad
joke that emerges along the way. After all, sometimes the most profound insights come
from the unlikeliest sources – even if those sources happen to have feathers.

6.  Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  demonstrated  a  striking  and  robust  correlation  between
Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina and Google searches for "where do birds
go  when  it  rains."  This  unexpected  interplay  between  political  allegiance  and  avian
precipitation ponderings has ruffled our feathers and left us perched on the edge of our
seats. It's a *tweet*-worthy discovery, to say the least!

Our findings have not only added a new dimension to the adage "birds of a feather vote
together," but they've also sparked a new saying in the political science community –
"voters who share a nest tend to invest." It's not every day that a research project yields
such ornitho-political revelations, but here we are, soaring into uncharted territories of
correlation.

As we wrap up our study, it's important to note that further research in this curious realm
may  very  well  be  unnecessary.  After  all,  when  you've  uncovered  a  correlation  as
convincing as this one, it's time to let the research roost and allow our feathered friends to
take center stage once more. It's been a hoot, but all good things must come to an end.
And in the immortal words of a wise old owl, "whoo is done, is done."
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