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In this  paper,  we  dive  deep  into  the  tantalizing  world of  YouTube  and the unexpected
influence of Tom Scott's trendy video titles on the popularity of the 'planking' meme. Our
research aims to answer the question: Can Tom Scott's catchy titles plank their way into
meme stardom? As the saying goes, "You can plank on a bridge, but can you bridge the gap
between video titles and meme popularity?" Through meticulous data analysis, including
AI evaluation of  YouTube video titles  and Google  Trends exploration,  we  uncovered a
surprising correlation between the trendy nature of Tom Scott's video titles and the rise of
the 'planking'  craze.  With a correlation coefficient  of  0.8180149 and p < 0.01 for the
period  from  2011  to  2022,  our  findings  suggest  a  robust  and  statistically  significant
connection between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. It seems that while planking
may have flattened out, Tom Scott's trendy titles have continued to rise, indeed illustrating
that puns and planks can coexist harmoniously, much like a good old dad joke at the dinner
table.  With this research,  we hope to  shed light  on the peculiar ways in which online
culture and meme trends intersect, and ultimately, to inspire further investigation into the
influence of quirky video titles on the evolution of internet memes. Because, after all, who
knew that the key to unlocking meme popularity could be as simple as a well-crafted pun?

The  internet,  a  vast  and  enigmatic  realm  where
memes  and  viral  trends  reign  supreme,  has  long
been a breeding ground for unexpected connections
and correlations. Such is the case with the unlikely
duo  of  Tom Scott's  YouTube video  titles  and the
'planking'  meme,  which  have  managed  to  plank
their way into the heart of our cultural zeitgeist. Can
these  seemingly  unrelated  entities  truly  influence
each  other,  or  are  we  simply  witnessing  a
coincidental  convergence  of  obscure  phenomena?
Cue the drumroll, because we are about to unravel
the mysterious interplay between catchy video titles
and the gravity-defying craze of planking.

As we embark  on this  investigative  journey,  it  is
essential  to ponder the age-old question: What do
you  call  a  wooden  board  at  a  stand-up  comedy

show?  A  pun-tastic  setup  for  the  unexpected
punchline  that  lies  within  the  data  we  have
meticulously  gathered  and  analyzed.  Through our
rigorous  examination  of  video  title  trends  and
Google  search  patterns,  we  illuminate  the  hidden
threads that connect Tom Scott's linguistic flair with
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  planking  phenomenon.
Indeed,  we  are  poised  to  unveil  a  correlation  as
captivating as a well-timed pun at a gala dinner.

Our  painstaking  analysis  spans  over  a  decade,
encapsulating  the  emergence,  proliferation,  and
eventual  tapering off  of the planking craze,  while
simultaneously tracing the evolution of Tom Scott's
video titles. We have sought to answer one burning
inquiry: Can the whimsical wordplay of a YouTube
title influence the trajectory of a global meme, or is
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this all just a fluke in the matrix of online culture? It
turns out that the answer is not a riddle, but rather a
resounding  affirmation  of  the  power  of  linguistic
allure  to  seep  into  the  very  fabric  of  internet
fascination.

In exploring the unexpected nexus of Tom Scott's
textual  ingenuity  and  the  zeitgeist-defining
'planking'  frenzy,  we  hope  to  shed  light  on  the
intricate  dynamics  of  online  phenomena  and
perhaps, to leave you with a chuckle-worthy insight
or  two,  much  like  a  well-crafted  dad  joke  that
sneaks  up  on  you  in  the  midst  of  a  serious
conversation. With this exploration, we aim to peel
back  the  layers  of  internet  culture  and reveal  the
tantalizing interplay of creativity, trends, and yes, a
touch  of  well-placed  humor.  After  all,  as  we
navigate the sea of internet memes and trends, who
knew that the path to enlightenment could be paved
with puns and planks?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith,  Doe,  and  Jones  have  conducted  rigorous
studies  on  the  influence  of  YouTube  content  on
social  trends,  delving  into  topics  such  as  viral
videos,  online  phenomena,  and  the  interplay
between  digital  culture  and  societal  behavior.  In
"Viral Video Dynamics," the authors highlight the
intricate process through which online content can
captivate  audiences  and  propel  seemingly  trivial
trends to the forefront of global consciousness. This
information sets the stage for our exploration of the
unexpected connection between Tom Scott's trendy
video titles and the surge of the 'planking'  meme,
reminding  us  that  sometimes,  even  the  most
mundane topics can crack open unexpected insights,
much like a well-timed dad joke.

In  "Digital  Culture  and  Memetics,"  the  authors
explore the propagation of internet memes and the
underlying  mechanisms  that  dictate  their  rise  to
prominence. Their analysis emphasizes the role of
linguistic  and  visual  elements  in  shaping  viral
trends,  drawing  parallels  to  the  powerful
combination  of  Tom Scott's  captivating  wordplay

and the gravity-defying allure of planking.  As we
navigate this research landscape, we are reminded
of the punny nature of internet culture – where a
clever turn of phrase can become the cornerstone of
a meme, not unlike how a dad joke can transform a
mundane gathering into a memorable occasion.

Turning  to  non-fiction  literature,  books  such  as
"Growth  Hacking:  Viral  Marketing  Strategies  for
the Digital Age" and "The Hidden Power of Puns"
offer valuable insights into the dynamics of online
influence and the potency of linguistic playfulness
in capturing audience attention. The intersection of
these themes with the realm of internet memes and
viral  trends  showcases  the  unexpected  ways  in
which  humor  and  creativity  can  permeate  digital
landscapes,  leaving  an  indelible  imprint  on  the
collective consciousness. It's almost as if the power
of  a  well-crafted dad joke transcends generations,
resonating with audiences in a manner akin to the
timeless allure of an internet sensation.

In the realm of  fiction,  works such as  "Wordplay
Wonders: A Novel of Linguistic Intrigue" and "The
Meme  Chronicles:  Tales  of  Online  Quirkiness"
provide a whimsical backdrop for our exploration,
underscoring the capacity of language and creativity
to weave captivating narratives and shape cultural
phenomena. These literary imaginings parallel our
investigation into the unexpected rapport  between
Tom  Scott's  linguistic  wizardry  and  the  enduring
legacy  of  planking,  reminding  us  that  the
boundaries between fiction and reality can blur as
unexpectedly  as  a  punchline  in  the  midst  of  a
serious discourse.

As  we  venture  into  the  realm  of  childhood
nostalgia,  cartoons  and  children's  shows  such  as
"The Adventures of Punny Panda" and "Plankton's
Playful  Escapades"  serve  as  playful  reminders  of
the  enduring  impact  of  humor  and  creativity  on
young minds. These formative influences reflect the
underlying essence of our investigation, illustrating
that  the  interplay  of  linguistic  flair  and  gravity-
defying  stunts  can  capture  the  imagination  and
linger  in  the  collective  memory,  much  like  a
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timeless dad joke that continues to evoke laughter
across generations.

In  light  of  our  literary  excursions  and  nostalgic
reminiscences, we are poised to delve deeper into
the  unexpected  connection  between  Tom  Scott's
tantalizing titles and the triumph of the 'planking'
phenomenon, unraveling a narrative as whimsical as
a well-timed punchline in a scholarly discussion.

METHODOLOGY

To  systematically  unravel  the  curious  correlation
between Tom Scott's captivating video titles and the
meteoric  rise  of  the  'planking'  phenomenon,  our
research  team  employed  a  multifaceted  approach
that  blended  AI  analysis,  linguistic  scrutiny,  and
statistical  wizardry  in  a  manner  reminiscent  of  a
mad  scientist  brewing  a  concoction  of  data  and
humor in the laboratory of internet memes.

First,  we  harnessed  the  power  of  artificial
intelligence  to  meticulously  sift  through  an
extensive  dataset  of  Tom  Scott's  YouTube  video
titles.  Our  trusty  AI  algorithm  combed  through
years  of  linguistic  ingenuity,  identifying  patterns,
puns, and wordplay that could potentially captivate
audiences as effectively as a well-executed dad joke
at  a  family  gathering.  The  AI  analysis,  though
devoid  of  a  sense  of  humor,  provided  a
comprehensive overview of the linguistic trends in
Tom  Scott's  titles,  allowing  us  to  quantify  their
trendiness with a precision that would put even the
sharpest pun to shame.

Next, we delved into the enigmatic realm of Google
Trends,  tracking  the  fluctuations  in  'planking'
searches from 2011 to 2022 with the tenacity of a
dedicated  planker  maintaining  a  gravity-defying
pose. The search data was scrutinized, pored over,
and  analyzed  to  discern  the  ebb  and flow of  the
'planking' phenomenon, revealing its journey from
viral  sensation  to  mere  historical  footnote.  The
statistical  exploration,  while  devoid  of  comic
timing,  provided us with a rich tapestry of meme
popularity that formed the canvas upon which we
could paint the brushstrokes of linguistic influence.

Having amassed a wealth of data that would make
even  the  most  notorious  hoarder  envious,  we
embarked on the noble quest of statistical analysis,
employing  correlation  coefficients,  regression
models,  and  p-values  to  unearth  the  hidden
connections  between Tom Scott's  tantalizing  titles
and the 'planking' craze. Our statistical tools sliced
through  the  data  like  a  proficient  pun  cutting
through  the  tension  of  a  boardroom  meeting,
ultimately  revealing  a  statistically  significant
correlation coefficient of 0.8180149 and p < 0.01,
entwining the destinies  of trendy titles and meme
popularity with the finesse of a well-crafted pun in a
sea of bland lexical offerings.

In a final, whimsical flourish, we sprinkled a liberal
dose of qualitative analysis onto our methodological
concoction.  Through  the  lens  of  linguistic  theory
and cultural observation, we carefully dissected the
resonance of puns, alliteration, and clever wordplay
within the context of internet culture, intertwining
the  serious  with  the  playful  in  a  manner  that
mirrored  the  delicate  balance  of  wit  and  wisdom
within a dad joke.

In the end, our methodology, much like a perfectly
timed  punchline,  combined  the  rigor  of  scientific
inquiry  with  a  touch  of  whimsy,  rendering  our
exploration of Tom Scott's titillating titles and the
'planking'  phenomenon  a  delightful  romp through
the corridors of internet culture.

RESULTS

Our analysis revealed a strong positive correlation
between  the  trendiness  of  Tom  Scott's  YouTube
video  titles  and  the  popularity  of  the  'planking'
meme. The correlation coefficient of 0.8180149 and
an r-squared value of 0.6691483 indicate a robust
relationship between these two seemingly unrelated
phenomena.  This  finding  suggests  that  as  Tom
Scott's video titles became trendier, the interest in
the 'planking' meme also surged, much like how a
dad  joke  can  elicit  groans  and  giggles  in  equal
measure.
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Fig.  1  illustrates  the  strong  correlation,  with  the
scatterplot  showcasing  a  clear  upward  trend,
mirroring the rise of both Tom Scott's trendy titles
and the 'planking'  craze.  It's  almost as if  the data
itself  is  winking  at  the  unexpected  connection,
nudging us to appreciate the interplay of linguistic
wit and internet fervor, not unlike a well-timed pun
that catches you off guard.

These  results  not  only  illuminate  the  peculiar
dynamics  of  online culture but  also prompt us  to
consider  the  far-reaching  impact  of  seemingly
innocuous elements, such as YouTube video titles,
on the trajectory of internet memes. It  seems that
when  it  comes  to  internet  phenomena,  puns  and
planks are not simply passing ships in the night but
rather kindred spirits navigating the ever-changing
currents of digital trends. Just like a perfectly timed
dad  joke,  this  correlation  serves  as  a  playful
reminder  that  even  in  the  world  of  rigorous
research, a touch of whimsy can work wonders.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

DISCUSSION

The  results  of  our  study  provide  compelling
evidence for the significant influence of Tom Scott's
trendy YouTube video titles on the popularity of the
'planking' meme. As we navigate this surreal realm
where  linguistic  playfulness  and  gravity-defying
feats converge, we are reminded of the unexpected
power of well-crafted puns and sensational stunts to
captivate  the  digital  audience.  The  robust

correlation  between  the  trendiness  of  Tom Scott's
video titles and the ascent of the 'planking' craze not
only  reinforces  the  findings  of  prior  research  but
also showcases how seemingly disparate  elements
can  harmonize  to  form  a  resounding  internet
symphony  –  a  symphony  punctuated  by  the
occasional dad joke that elicits groans and grins in
equal measure.

Returning to the world of academic discourse, the
scholarly  landscape  of  viral  video  dynamics  and
meme propagation offers a delightful backdrop for
our investigation. Smith, Doe, and Jones' immersive
exploration  into  the  captivating  nature  of  online
content  serves as  a sturdy bridge to  our findings,
underscoring  how  seemingly  mundane  topics  can
take on unexpected significance – not unlike a well-
timed dad joke that leaves an indelible mark on our
memory.  The  synergy  between  linguistic
playfulness  and  visual  allure,  reminiscent  of  the
intuitive  combination  of  Tom Scott's  catchy  titles
and the captivating appeal  of  planking,  reinforces
the  intertwined  narrative  of  internet  trends  and
cultural impact, much like how a pun can bridge the
gap  between  earnest  inquiry  and  lighthearted
revelry.

Our results contribute to the expanding repertoire of
research  on internet  culture  and viral  phenomena,
standing as a testament to the enduring legacy of
linguistic  inventiveness  and  physical  flamboyance
in  shaping  digital  trends.  Through  our  analysis,
we've engineered a worthy bond between a wittily
titled  YouTube video and a  gravity-defying trend,
akin to the surprising union of a dad joke and an
engaging conversation.

In the ever-changing landscape of internet memes
and digital evolution, our study stands as a gentle
reminder of the uncanny influence of linguistic flair
and visual allure, much like a dad joke that catches
you  off-guard  at  the  most  unexpected  moment,
leaving  a  lasting  impression.  As  we  continue  to
probe  the  depths  of  online  culture,  the  quirky
interplay  of  Tom  Scott's  video  titles  and  the
'planking'  phenomenon  serves  as  a  poignant
testament  to  the  captivating  potential  of  internet
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phenomena – a potential as timeless and enigmatic
as a well-crafted dad joke.

CONCLUSION

In concluding our investigation into the influence of
Tom  Scott's  trendy  YouTube  video  titles  on  the
phenomenon  of  'planking,'  it  is  evident  that  a
compelling  connection  exists  between  linguistic
flair  and  internet  meme  popularity.  Our  findings,
with a correlation coefficient of 0.8180149 and p <
0.01,  emphasize  the  significant  impact  of  catchy
titles on the rise and fall of the 'planking' craze. One
might  say  that  Tom Scott's  pun-derful  titles  truly
nailed the art of captivation, much like a dad joke
that  leaves  you  simultaneously  rolling  your  eyes
and chuckling.

The  robust  nature  of  this  correlation  not  only
underscores the intricate dynamics of online culture
but  also  highlights  the  pervasive  influence  of
seemingly innocuous elements on the evolution of
internet phenomena. Just as a well-crafted pun can
sneak  up  on  you  and  leave  you  grinning,  the
trendiness  of  video  titles  and the  surge  of  meme
popularity  have  danced  in  perfect  harmony,
illustrating  that  the  power  of  linguistic  allure
transcends the digital realm.

With  this  revelation,  we  affirm  that  further
examination  into  the  whimsical  world  of  online
culture  and  its  intertwining  threads  of  creativity,
trends,  and humor is  paramount.  However,  as  for
the  connection  between  Tom  Scott's  captivating
titles  and the  'planking'  meme,  it  seems we have
reached  the  conclusion.  One  might  even  say,  it's
time to plank the gavel  on this  case,  because the
evidence is well-stacked and the verdict is in—this
correlation is no joke. No funny business here!

Therefore, we assert with utmost confidence that no
further  research  is  needed  in  this  area.  After  all,
when  it  comes  to  the  intersection  of  puns  and
planks,  we've  nailed  it,  and  it's  clear  that  this
correlation  is  as  solid  as  a  well-constructed  dad
joke.
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