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Abstract

This  paper  investigates  the  correlation  between  the
popularity of the first name "Leonel" and the Republican
votes for Senators in North Carolina. Our research team
meticulously analyzed data from the US Social Security
Administration and MIT Election Data and Science Lab,
Harvard  Dataverse  to  tackle  this  intriguing  yet  curious
subject. We sought to determine whether there is a notable
association between the frequency of the name "Leonel"
and the voting patterns for Republican senators in North
Carolina. Upon delving into the data from 1978 to 2020,
our findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient of
0.9108778, with a p-value lower than your expectations
for  a stand-up comedian.  In layman's terms, our results
suggest a striking relationship between the popularity of
the  name  "Leonel"  and  the  propensity  to  vote  for
Republican  senators  in  North  Carolina.  It  appears  that
there is more to a name than meets the eye, as our data
indicates that a significant portion of the population with
the  name  "Leonel"  may  have  an  inclination  toward
Republican  preferences.  Our  research  introduces  an
innovative  perspective  on  the  influence  of  names  in
shaping  political  tendencies,  shedding  light  on  the
unexpected yet amusing interplay between nomenclature
and political affiliations. Intriguingly, our analysis yielded
notable  results,  emphasizing  the  peculiar  influence  of
names  in  the  political  arena.  As  the  old  saying  goes,
"What's  in  a  name?".  Well,  according  to  our  study,  it
could  potentially  influence  your  political  leanings.  Our
findings  inspire  a  renewed  fascination  with  the
unconventional and whimsical factors that shape human
behavior. They also give a whole new meaning to "Leonel
the Vote.
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1. Introduction

"Knock knock."

"Who's there?"

"Leonel."

"Leonel who?"

"Leonel who might influence your political choices
in North Carolina!"

The  intersection  of  nomenclature  and  political
predilections has long been a subject of fascination,
but the connection between a name's popularity and
voting patterns has seldom been explored. Our study,
"Leonel,  Lies,  and  Legislation:  The  Influence  of
Name Popularity on Political  Preferences in North
Carolina,"  endeavors  to  unravel  this  enigmatic
relationship.

In  a  world  where  political  affiliations  can  be  as
polarizing  as  a  pair  of  magnets,  the  influence  of
seemingly  trivial  factors  such  as  first  names  on
electoral  decisions  presents  a  compelling  enigma.
While the idea may elicit skepticism akin to a dad
joke at first  glance, our investigation aims to shed
light on the correlation between the frequency of the
first  name  "Leonel"  and  the  propensity  to  cast  a
Republican vote in the state of North Carolina.

As  we  embark  on  this  academic  endeavor,  it  is
pertinent to acknowledge the historical influence of
names  in  shaping  societal  perceptions  and  biases.
From the  iconic  "John"  and  "Jane"  to  the  unique
"Chad"  and  "Tiffany,"  names  carry  cultural
connotations that could permeate into the realm of
politics.  After  all,  a  name  is  more  than  mere
nomenclature;  it  carries  a  legacy,  a  narrative,  and
apparently, a political inclination.

Our research draws inspiration from the quirkiness
of human behavior and the intricate dance between
identity and politics. It aims to unravel the mysteries
behind the correlation between a name as distinct as
"Leonel"  and  the  voting  trends  for  Republican
senators  in  North  Carolina.  Let's  just  say,  we're
diving into uncharted waters, but hey, someone has
to plunge headfirst into the deep end of the pun pool.

2. Literature Review

The influence of names on individual behavior and
societal  perceptions  has  been  a  subject  of  long-
standing  interest  in  academic  circles.  Smith  et  al.
(2005) examined the role of nomenclature in shaping
cognitive biases, shedding light on the psychological
implications of names in various contexts. Similarly,
Doe  and  Jones  (2010)  delved  into  the  cultural
significance  of  names  and  their  impact  on  self-
identity and interpersonal relationships.

Now,  let's  pivot  to  some  more  unconventional
sources that will surely make you name-drop in your
next political debate. In "Freakonomics" by Steven
D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner, the authors explore
the  unexpected  and  often  amusing  side  of  human
behavior, where subtle influences such as names can
lead to significant outcomes. Meanwhile, "Blink" by
Malcolm Gladwell  delves  into  the  rapid  cognition
and  decision-making  processes,  offering  insights
into how unconscious biases, including those related
to names, can sway individual choices.

In the fictitious realm, the novel "American Psycho"
by Bret Easton Ellis offers a satirical take on societal
norms  and  individuals'  perceptions,  where  names
play  a  role  in  defining  characters  and  their
interactions.  On  the  lighter  side,  the  classic  novel
"Pride  and  Prejudice"  by  Jane  Austen  intricately
weaves  social  commentary  with  romantic
entanglements, showcasing the nuanced influence of
names and societal expectations.

Taking  a  detour  into  the  world  of  board  games,
"Scrabble"  and  "Name  That  Person"  offer  playful
perspectives  on  the  significance  of  names  and
words.  After  all,  who  wouldn't  want  to  strategize
their  way  to  victory  with  an  exceptionally  named
character or word?

So,  what  do  you get  when  you  cross  a  statistical
analysis with a penchant for puns and dad jokes? A
paper  investigating  the  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name  "Leonel"  and
Republican  votes  for  Senators  in  North  Carolina!
But  fear  not,  dear  reader,  for  this  lighthearted
exploration is not without its merits; it uncovers the
delightful intersection where academic inquiry meets
the quirky intricacies of human behavior. Just when
you thought research couldn't get punnier, we're here
to prove you wrong!
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3. Methodology

To  kick  things  off,  we  embarked  on  a  journey
through the digital realms of the US Social Security
Administration  and  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science Lab,  Harvard Dataverse.  Our team's foray
into cyberspace was akin to navigating a labyrinth of
information, where we sought the elusive connection
between the  popularity  of  the  name  "Leonel"  and
Republican votes for Senators in North Carolina.

Like  intrepid  explorers  of  the  digital  age,  we
ventured into the vast expanse of datasets spanning
from 1978 to 2020. Our mission? To gather copious
amounts  of  data  on  the  frequency  of  the  name
"Leonel"  and  the  electoral  preferences  for
Republican senators, all while resisting the siren call
of  cat  videos  and  online  shopping  temptations.  It
was  a  true  test  of  data-wrangling  fortitude,  where
Excel  sheets  became  our  compass,  and  statistical
software our trusty steed.

Much like a Sherlock Holmes in the realm of data
analysis,  we  employed  a  method  as  intricate  as  a
Rube Goldberg machine.  Our approach involved a
combination  of  t-testing,  regression  analysis,  and
categorical comparisons, all meticulously conducted
to  discern  the  potential  relationship  between  the
name "Leonel" and Republican voting tendencies. It
was  a  complicated  dance  of  algorithms  and
computation,  where  even  the  most  Sherlockian  of
minds could get a bit discombobulated.

In  addition  to  our  statistical  escapades,  we
incorporated  geographical  mapping  to  visually
depict  the  concentration of  individuals bearing the
name  "Leonel"  alongside  Republican  voting
hotspots  in  North  Carolina.  The  resulting
cartographic  spectacle  was  a  blend  of  art  and
science,  evoking  the  spirit  of  adventurous
cartographers charting unexplored territories,  albeit
with fewer compass malfunctions and more coffee
breaks.

With  the  tenacity  of  a  caffeinated  squirrel  storing
nuts for winter,  we navigated the labyrinth of data
points,  cross-referencing  and  scrutinizing  each
snippet  of  information with the  fervor  of  a  meme
connoisseur debating the merits of a cat versus dog
meme. Ultimately,  our tumultuous journey through
the  digital  seas  of  data  led  to  the  unfolding  of  a
captivating correlation between the name "Leonel"

and  the  proclivity  for  Republican  votes  in  North
Carolina.

In the words of William Shakespeare, "To Leonel or
not to Leonel, that is the statistical question." It was
a journey fraught  with data perils  and pun-packed
revelations,  but  in  the  end,  we  emerged  with
remarkable  insights  into  the  interconnectedness  of
nomenclature and political predilections.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  investigation  indicate  a
remarkably  strong  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name  "Leonel"  and  the
Republican  votes  for  Senators  in  North  Carolina.
The correlation coefficient of 0.9108778 suggests a
robust  relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables. It seems that in North Carolina,
the  name  "Leonel"  carries  more  electoral  weight
than a politician's promises during campaign season.

Fig.  1  illustrates  the  scatterplot  representing  the
unmistakable relationship between the frequency of
the name "Leonel"  and the  propensity  to  vote  for
Republican senators. The data points fall into place
with  the  precision  of  a  well-rehearsed  stand-up
routine,  highlighting  the  consistent  association
between  the  two  factors.  This  correlation  is  as
undeniable as the fact that "Leonel" will always be
an  interesting  conversation  starter  at  political
gatherings.

Our  analysis  also  revealed  an  r-squared  value  of
0.8296984, indicating that approximately 83% of the
variation in Republican votes for Senators in North
Carolina can be explained by the popularity of the
name  "Leonel."  This  suggests  that  the  name
"Leonel" wields a substantial influence on political
leanings  in  the  state,  perhaps  even  more  than  a
catchy campaign slogan does.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore, our findings yielded a p-value of less
than 0.01, emphasizing the statistical significance of
the correlation. To put it simply, the influence of the
name  "Leonel"  on  Republican  voting  behavior  is
about as noticeable as a dad joke at a family reunion
—it's impossible to ignore.

In  summary,  our  study  unravels  a  peculiar  yet
compelling connection between the popularity of the
first  name  "Leonel"  and  the  predilection  for
Republican  votes  in  North  Carolina.  The  data
imparts a fresh perspective on the intricate interplay
between  nomenclature  and  political  affiliations,
showcasing the unmistakable influence of a name on
electoral decisions. It's safe to say that in the realm
of  North  Carolina  politics,  "Leonel"  isn't  just  a
name; it's a statistical force to be reckoned with.

5. Discussion

Our results have unveiled an intriguing connection
between the popularity  of  the  first  name "Leonel"
and  the  Republican  votes  for  Senators  in  North
Carolina,  reinforcing  prior  studies  that  have
underscored  the  subtle  but  impactful  influence  of
names  on  human  behavior  and  decision-making
processes. The significant correlation coefficient we
observed  aligns  with  the  findings  of  Smith  et  al.
(2005),  which  highlighted  the  psychological
implications  of  names.  It's  clear  that  the  name
"Leonel"  carries  more  weight  in  North  Carolina
politics  than a politician's  hefty rhetoric during an
election campaign.

As the old adage goes, "What's in a name?" Turns
out, if the name is "Leonel," the answer might be "a
few  thousand  votes."  Our  robust  correlation

coefficient  of  0.9108778 echoes  the  sentiments  of
Levitt  and  Dubner's  "Freakonomics,"  showcasing
the  unexpected  yet  consequential  impact  of
seemingly trivial factors on real-world outcomes. It
seems that in North Carolina, the name "Leonel" has
a more pronounced effect on political leanings than a
campaign trail balloon drop.

The r-squared value of 0.8296984 from our analysis
suggests that approximately 83% of the variation in
Republican votes for Senators in North Carolina can
be attributed to the popularity of the name "Leonel."
This  echoes  the  narrative  put  forth  by  Malcolm
Gladwell  in  "Blink,"  where  unconscious  biases,
including those related to  names,  can significantly
sway individual choices. It's as if the name "Leonel"
possesses  the  persuasive  prowess  of  a  captivating
political  speech,  except  it  achieves  its  impact
without saying a word.

Moreover,  the  striking  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
emphasizes the undeniable statistical significance of
the correlation, akin to the persistence of a dad joke
at a family reunion—it's impossible to overlook. Our
findings  lock  in  the  observation  from  Ellis's
"American Psycho," where names shape characters
and  their  interactions,  highlighting  the  nuanced
influence  of  nomenclature  in  political  decision-
making. So, the next time someone suggests that a
name is just a name, we can confidently point to our
data and say, "Not in North Carolina."

In  conclusion,  our  study  not  only  adds  a  new
dimension  to  the  fascinating  interplay  between
nomenclature  and  political  affiliations  but  also
cements the notion that a name can indeed wield a
formidable  influence  on  electoral  decisions.  Upon
reflection,  it's  evident  that  in the context  of  North
Carolina  politics,  "Leonel"  doesn't  just  signify  an
individual; it embodies a statistical force that leaves
an  indelible  imprint  on  the  state's  electoral
landscape.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has brought to light the
noteworthy correlation between the frequency of the
first  name  "Leonel"  and  the  tendency  to  favor
Republican senators in North Carolina. It seems that
curiosity  indeed  killed  the  cat,  but  satisfaction
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brought it back, as our investigation into this offbeat
relationship has proven to be both enlightening and
entertaining—just like a good dad joke at a family
dinner.

Our  findings  indicate  a  correlation  coefficient  so
high, it's almost as if "Leonel" himself cast the votes.
It’s clear that there’s something about this name that
resonates strongly with a significant portion of North
Carolinians, and it's not just because it’s fun to say
"Leonel" five times fast.

With an r-squared value so substantial, it's as if the
name "Leonel" has become an integral  part  of  the
North Carolina political landscape, akin to biscuits
and  gravy  in  southern  cuisine.  One  might  even
suggest  that  North  Carolina  politics  could  be
characterized as the "Leonel Show," but we digress –
let’s not go too far down the pun rabbit hole.

The  statistical  significance  of  the  correlation,  as
indicated  by  the  p-value,  is  as  unmistakable  as  a
bright red tie at a political rally. It's safe to say that
the influence of the name "Leonel" on Republican
votes in North Carolina is not to be underestimated,
much like the impact of a well-timed punchline.

In light of these compelling findings, it’s clear that
there’s no need for further research on this subject.
Our  study  has  comprehensively  outlined  the
surprising connection between the popularity of the
name  "Leonel"  and  political  preferences  in  North
Carolina. It’s time to close this chapter and leave the
"Leonel effect" as a whimsical yet firm fixture in the
annals of political research. After all,  sometimes a
meaningful  discovery can be as  simple  as  a name
and a voting booth.

So, prepare to be both entertained and enlightened as
we navigate through the intriguing landscape where 
nomenclature and politics share a surprising tango. 
And remember, if you ever feel the weight of the 
world on your shoulders, just think about the 
statistical significance of a name's influence on 
politics—you might find yourself chuckling amidst 
the data.
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