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THE CELENA-CANDIDATE CORRELATION IN THE
BAYOU STATE: A TWO-DECADE TALE

Connor Harris, Abigail Taylor, Gregory P Tyler

Advanced Engineering Institute

This study delves into the intriguing relationship between the popularity of the first name Celena and
the votes for the Democratic Presidential candidate in the state of Louisiana. Leveraging data from
the US Social Security Administration and the MIT Election Data and Science Lab Harvard
Dataverse for the years 1976 to 2020, our research team aimed to unravel this peculiar correlation.
Our findings revealed a significant correlation coefficient of 0.9408674 and p-value less than 0.01,
indicating a strong positive relationship between the frequency of the name Celena and the number
of votes garnered by the Democratic Presidential candidate in Louisiana. It seems that as the
popularity of the name Celena has waxed and waned over the decades, so too have the voting
patterns in the Pelican State. As a dad joke enthusiast, one could say that the name Celena famously
"swings" the election results in Louisiana. This unexpected connection between a moniker and
political preferences adds a whimsical layer to the complex fabric of electoral dynamics.

The study of political behavior and its
relationship with various
sociodemographic variables has long
intrigued researchers and pundits alike.
One such variable that has flown under
the radar is the popularity of first names
and its association with voting patterns.
In this vein, we turn our attention to the
Bayou State, where the peculiar
correlation between the frequency of the
name Celena and the voting choices in
presidential elections has raised
eyebrows and sparked curiosity.

The journey to unravel this idiosyncratic
association begins with an exploration of
the etymology and historical significance
of the name Celena. With roots in Greek
mythology, where Selene was revered as
the goddess of the moon, the name
Celena has traversed time and cultures to
make its mark in modern Louisiana. It
appears that the name Celena, much like
the moon, exerts an invisible pull on the
political tides of the state.

As we delve further into this correlation,
one cannot help but insert a tad of levity
into the mix. One might even say that the
Celena-candidate relationship is truly "out
of this world," echoing the celestial
origins of the name itself. Can the
gravitational force of a name shape the
voting behavior of a populace? This paper
aims to shed light on this rather
astronomical question.

Stay tuned as we embark on a journey
through time and data to untangle the
web of coincidences that has tied the fate
of Celena to the fortunes of presidential
candidates in Louisiana. It's a tale that's
sure to eclipse all expectations.

LITERATURE REVIEW

To our surprise, our investigation into
the connection between the popularity of
the first name Celena and the votes for
the Democratic Presidential candidate in
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Louisiana uncovers a scant literature base
on this topic. Smith and Doe (2005)
examined first name popularity in relation
to voting trends but did not specifically
investigate the influence of the name
Celena on electoral outcomes. Similarly,
Jones et al. (2010) explored
sociodemographic factors affecting voting
behavior but failed to give due attention
to the impact of unique first names on
political preferences.

However, our foray into uncharted
territory leads us to some intriguing
findings. In "Book," the authors find that
the atmospheric pressure in Louisiana
correlates with voter turnout, but fails to
comment on any potential link with the
frequency of the name Celena.

Speaking of atmospheric pressure, did
you hear that joke about the hurricane? It
was a real whirlwind!

Moving on, "Ipsum" delves into the
historical significance of first names in
shaping cultural identity but overlooks
the specific case of the name Celena and
its influence on political allegiances.

Meanwhile, in the non-fiction realm,
"The Joy of Pi" by David Blatner does not
directly pertain to the Celena-candidate
correlation, nor does "Blink: The Power of
Thinking Without Thinking" by Malcolm
Gladwell, although one might argue that
voters who gravitate towards Democratic
candidates may indeed make quick
decisions without much pondering.

Turning to the realm of fiction, "The
Moon is a Harsh Mistress" by Robert A.
Heinlein and "American Gods" by Neil
Gaiman touch wupon celestial themes,
much like the origins of the name Celena.
Perhaps there is a connection between
divine names and the art of modern
politics after all.

In the realm of animation, "Sailor
Moon" and "My Little Pony: Friendship is
Magic" both feature strong, female
protagonists with names that carry
celestial connotations, echoing the
etymological roots of the name Celena.

One could even jest that the connection
between the popularity of the name
Celena and the votes for the Democrat
Presidential candidate in Louisiana is as
mythical and magical as the moon itself. It
seems that when it comes to the ebb and
flow of political preferences in the Bayou
State, the celestial and the terrestrial are
oddly intertwined.

METHODOLOGY
Data Collection:

The data used in this study was primarily
sourced from the US Social Security
Administration, MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, and Harvard Dataverse,
dating from 1976 to 2020. The first step
involved wrangling these disparate
datasets, which was akin to untangling a
gnarled ball of political yarn. One might
even say it was a *ballot-some* task to
merge and clean the data, ensuring its
compatibility for subsequent analysis.

Name Popularity Index:

To quantify the popularity of the name
Celena, we calculated its frequency per
year based on the US Social Security
Administration's records. This metric
served as our gauge to capture the ebb
and flow of the name's prominence over
the study period. Much like a political
campaign, we conducted targeted
outreach to ensure that no variation of
the name, be it Selena, Selina, or
Caleena, was left out of the reckoning.

Election Voting Data:

The voting data for the Democratic
Presidential candidate in Louisiana
provided by the MIT Election Data and
Science Lab Harvard Dataverse was our
compass in navigating the labyrinthine
landscape of political choices. It was
essential to ensure that our analysis
encapsulated the shifts in voting patterns,
avoiding any partial eclipse of the
electoral process.

Correlation Analysis:
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To discern the relationship between the
popularity of the name Celena and the
votes for the Democratic Presidential
candidate in Louisiana, we employed
Pearson's correlation coefficient. This
statistical measure allowed us to gauge
the strength and direction of the
association, akin to a political barometer
capturing the prevailing winds of
electoral preference.

Control Variables:

In addition to the primary focus on the
Celena-candidate correlation, we
incorporated control variables such as
demographic shifts, economic indicators,
and  historical political events in
Louisiana. These exhaustive measures
aimed to minimize the influence of
confounding factors and distinguish the
unique resonance of the name Celena on
the state's political landscape.

Sampling Approach:

As the data encompassed a considerable
time span, we implemented a rolling
average approach to smooth out year-to-
year fluctuations and capture the
overarching trends. Furthermore, to
account for potential outliers, we
conducted sensitivity analyses to assess
the robustness of our findings, ensuring
that no singular event or anomaly
eclipsed the broader narrative.

Validity Checks:

RESULTS

The analysis of the data collected from
the US Social Security Administration and
MIT Election Data and Science Lab
Harvard Dataverse for the time period
1976 to 2020 revealed a striking
correlation between the frequency of the
name Celena and the votes for the
Democratic Presidential candidate in
Louisiana. The correlation coefficient of
0.9408674 indicated a robust, positive
association between these two variables,
suggesting that as the popularity of the
name Celena fluctuated, so did the

number of votes garnered by the
Democratic Presidential candidate in the
Bayou State.

The high r-squared value of 0.8852314
further underscored the strength of this
relationship, explaining a significant
proportion of the variation in Democratic
presidential votes in Louisiana. It appears
that the name Celena holds a prominent
place in the electoral narrative of the
state, exerting a noticeable influence on
voting preferences over the past few
decades.

In the immortal words of a dad joke
enthusiast, one could quip that the name
Celena not only "takes the cake" but also
"takes the (electoral) cookie" in Louisiana.
As an unexpected and whimsical element
in the realm of political correlations, the
Celena-candidate connection adds a dash
of mirth to the often-serious arena of
electoral analyses.

Years 1976-2020, r=0.941, p<0.01

1996

e19f6

(o]

c

% o 3892
80 4 e1988

o *1980

60 | 1984

Popularity of the first name

2004

40 02012

[
2016

46% 45“& Sd%
Votes for the Democrat

Presidential candidate in
Louisiana

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The significance level below 0.01 (p <
0.01) emphasized the robustness of this
finding, indicating that the observed
relationship is highly unlikely to be a
result of random chance. The data speak
for themselves, painting a clear picture of
the intertwined destinies of the name
Celena and Democratic presidential votes
in Louisiana.

Fig. 1 showcases a scatterplot illustrating
the strong positive correlation between
the frequency of the name Celena and the
number of votes received by the
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Democratic Presidential candidate in
Louisiana. The tightly clustered data
points further exemplify the coherence of
this relationship and highlight the
pronounced impact of the name Celena on
the state's electoral dynamics.

In conclusion, the findings of this study
illuminate an intriguing and unexpected
connection between the popularity of the
first name Celena and the electoral
preferences in the state of Louisiana. The
Celena-candidate correlation in the Bayou
State presents a captivating narrative
that underscores the multifaceted nature
of political behavior and the often-
unanticipated factors that shape voting
patterns.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study provide
compelling evidence for the strong
connection between the popularity of the
first name Celena and the votes for the
Democratic Presidential candidate in
Louisiana. @ The robust correlation
coefficient and low p-value affirm the
significant influence of the name Celena
on the state's electoral dynamics,
supporting the earlier investigations into
unique first names and their impact on
political preferences.

The dearth of existing literature on the
specific influence of the name Celena on
electoral outcomes underscores the
novelty and importance of this study. Our
unconventional investigation into a
seemingly whimsical correlation has
revealed a substantial and consistent
relationship between the frequency of the
name Celena and the number of votes
garnered by the Democratic Presidential
candidate in Louisiana. This supports the
concept that unique first names, even
those with celestial connotations, can
exert a notable influence on political
allegiances.

A dad joke, anyone? Why did the political
analyst bring a pencil to the election?
Because they heard the votes for the

Democratic candidate in Louisiana were
influenced by "celestial spheres" - cue the
celestial-inspired name Celena!

Moreover, the findings of this study lend
credence to the oft-overlooked influence
of non-traditional factors on voting
behavior. While prior research has
primarily focused on socioeconomic and
demographic predictors of electoral
outcomes, our study highlights the
importance of considering unique first
names as a potential determinant of
political preferences. This supports the
emerging notion that individual
idiosyncrasies, such as the popularity of a
particular name, may play a more
substantial role in shaping electoral
dynamics than previously assumed.

To maintain the scholarly tone, it is
crucial to emphasize that the results of
this study are consistent with the prior
literature examining the impact of first
names on voting behavior. By providing
empirical evidence for the Celena-
candidate correlation, this study
contributes to a deeper understanding of
the intricate interplay between individual
names and political allegiances. It
confirms that the celestial and terrestrial
realms are indeed oddly intertwined in
the context of electoral dynamics in
Louisiana, thereby highlighting the
multifaceted and often unexpected factors
that shape voting patterns.

In light of these findings, one cannot help
but appreciate the whimsical and
captivating narrative that emerges from
the Celena-candidate correlation in the
Bayou State. The significance of this
unique connection serves as a reminder
that electoral analyses can reveal
unexpected and delightful linkages, much
like the surprising influence of the name
Celena on voting preferences in
Louisiana.

CONCLUSION

In the illustrious saga of Louisiana's
electoral landscape, the name Celena
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emerges as an unlikely protagonist,
wielding a celestial influence on the
voting preferences of its populace. This
correlation, with an r-squared value of
0.8852314, cannot simply be dismissed as
a '"lunar-cy" of statistics. The strong
positive association speaks volumes about
the enigmatic sway of a name over the
democratic choices of the Bayou State.

The Celena-candidate connection
undoubtedly adds a touch of whimsy to
the oft-staid realm of political analyses,
proving that sometimes, the most
unexpected variables hold the key to
unraveling electoral mysteries. One might
even jest that in Louisiana, the name
Celena is akin to a political "moon-arch,"
rising and falling with the fortunes of
Democratic candidates.

As this study draws to a close, it becomes
abundantly clear that the name Celena
and Democratic presidential votes in
Louisiana are entwined in a dance as
captivating as the phases of the moon.
The resounding p-value below 0.01
further cements this finding as more than
a mere "moon-shot," solidifying it as a
robust and noteworthy correlation.

In the spirit of lightheartedness and
scholarly merriment, it is fitting to
conclude with a jest: the connection
between the name Celena and Democratic
votes in Louisiana is nothing short of
"electoral eclipses," casting a shadow of
intrigue on the political sphere. With such
compelling findings, it seems that this
research has truly reached the "zenith" of
its inquiry.

In light of these revelatory results, it is
unequivocal that further investigation into
the Celena-candidate correlation in
Louisiana is unnecessary. The "moon has
spoken," and its message is clear.

To validate the robustness of our results,
we conducted cross-validation with

alternate datasets and statistical
methods, akin to a rigorous political
debate where the assertions of one
candidate are juxtaposed with those of
their adversaries. This approach fortified
the credibility of our observations and
guarded against any solitary *pole* in our
analysis skewing the overall
interpretation.

Ethical Considerations:

Throughout this research, ethical
considerations were paramount. All data
were handled with the utmost
confidentiality and respect, ensuring the
anonymity of individuals and upholding
the principles of data privacy. Our
commitment to academic integrity and
scientific rigor was unwavering, as we
navigated the oceans of data with
scholarly precision.

In conclusion, the methodological
approach employed in this study sought
to unravel the enigmatic connection
between the popularity of the name
Celena and the voting patterns for the
Democratic Presidential candidate in
Louisiana. The amalgamation of data from
diverse sources and the meticulous
application of statistical analyses formed
the bedrock for our subsequent findings
and interpretations.
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