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Abstract

This paper presents a witty examination of the relationship between the trendiness of Tom Scott's 
YouTube video titles and the meteoric rise of the 'call me maybe' meme. Leveraging advanced AI analysis
of YouTube and Google Trends data from 2012 to 2023, our research team uncovered a surprising 
correlation coefficient of 0.8276329, with a statistically significant p-value of < 0.01. By delving into the 
cheeky wordplay and contemporary cultural references often found in Tom Scott's video titles, our study 
sheds light on the broader appeal of such content. Our findings suggest that the clever phrasing and hip 
language in these titles resonate with the zeitgeist, inevitably influencing the propagation of catchy 
memes such as 'call me maybe'. As we navigate the data landscape with a playful spirit and a keen eye 
for linguistic quirks, we invite readers to join us in these lighthearted explorations at the intersection of 
digital culture and statistical analysis.
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1. Introduction

The intertwining realms of digital media and
pop  culture  continually  present  new
avenues for investigation, and the dynamic
relationship between YouTube content  and
viral memes is no exception. In this paper,
we embark on a droll odyssey to explore the
connection  between  the  sizzling  allure  of
Tom  Scott's  YouTube  video  titles  and  the
infectious  spread  of  the  'call  me  maybe'
meme.  We seek  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
bond  between  linguistic  merriment  and
memetic  mania,  utilizing  robust  data

analysis to capture the intricacies of these
seemingly disparate phenomena.

While  the  delightfully  offbeat  demeanor  of
Tom Scott's  video titles  may at  first  seem
tangential  to  the  proliferation  of  a  pop
sensation  like  'call  me  maybe',  our
investigation  unearths  a  surprising  union.
Our  approach  embraces  the  capricious
nature  of  online  content,  recognizing  that
beneath the surface of statistical rigidity lies
a  tapestry  of  linguistic  jests  and  cultural
resonances awaiting discovery.
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As we tease out the threads of correlation
between  Tom  Scott's  ingenious  wordplay
and  the  resounding  chorus  of  'call  me
maybe',  we  invite  fellow  enthusiasts  of
statistical whimsy and digital drollery to join
us in this effervescent pursuit. Through this
exploration, we endeavor to showcase the
enthralling  interplay  of  inventive  language,
digital virality, and statistical insight, inviting
readers  to  savor  the  savory  blend  of
jocularity and data-driven investigation.

2. Literature Review

The  connection  between  linguistic
playfulness in digital media and the rise of
viral  memes  has  sparked  substantial
academic interest in recent years. Smith et
al.  (2010)  conducted  a  comprehensive
analysis  of  language  and  viral  content,
emphasizing the role of wit and wordplay in
engaging  online  audiences.  Similarly,  Doe
and Jones (2015)  delved into the intricate
interplay  between  language  and  meme
propagation, highlighting the significance of
contemporary  cultural  references  in
capturing the attention of digital consumers.
Building on this foundation, our study aims
to explore the specific relationship between
the captivating titles of Tom Scott's YouTube
videos  and  the  unprecedented
dissemination of the 'call me maybe' meme.

In "Digital Discourse: Language in the New
Media" by Miller (2017), the author unpacks
the  nuances  of  linguistic  expression  in
online environments, shedding light on the
influence  of  linguistic  trends  on  digital
interactions.  This  framework  provides  a
theoretical  lens  through  which  we  can
examine the impact of Tom Scott's inventive
wordplay  on the dissemination  of  'call  me
maybe'  across  digital  platforms.
Furthermore, Stollznow (2019) in "Word up!:
10  Weeks  to  a  Stronger  Vocabulary  in
Record Time" discusses the power of word
choice and linguistic creativity in captivating
audiences, a theme that resonates with the

adventurous language seen in Tom Scott's
video titles.

Turning to the realm of fiction, the works of
Terry  Pratchett,  particularly  "Going  Postal"
and  "Making  Money,"  offer  whimsical
insights  into  communication  dynamics  and
the art of persuasion, which bear relevance
to  our  exploration  of  linguistic  resonance
within  digital  content.  The  playful  and
inventive  language  found  in  Pratchett's
novels  parallels  the  linguistic  charisma
exuded by Tom Scott's video titles, hinting at
a deeper connection between linguistic flair
and audience engagement.

In  the  animated  sphere,  the  acclaimed
television series "Adventure Time" provides
an unexpected source of inspiration, as the
show's  adept  use  of  wordplay  and  quirky
language  mirrors  the  clever  linguistic
maneuvers  often  displayed  in  Tom Scott's
video  titles.  The  interplay  of  humor  and
linguistic  dexterity  in  "Adventure  Time"
serves as a playful reminder of the impact of
linguistic  levity  on  audience  reception,
echoing  the  spirit  of  our  investigation  into
the  correlation  between  Tom  Scott's
YouTube  video  titles  and  the  'call  me
maybe' meme.

As  we  traverse  this  eclectic  terrain  of
literature  and  cultural  references,  it
becomes evident that the captivating allure
of  linguistic  ingenuity  permeates  diverse
facets of contemporary media. Through our
lighthearted exploration, we strive to capture
the essence of linguistic merriment in digital
content, offering a fresh perspective on the
interwoven  tapestry  of  language,  humor,
and meme proliferation.

3. Our approach & methods

To  elucidate  the  whimsical  correlation
between  the  pithy  charm  of  Tom  Scott's
YouTube  video  titles  and  the  infectious
spread of  the  'call  me maybe'  meme,  our
research  team  embarked  on  a  quest  for
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digital levity and statistical mirth. Leveraging
our  digital  sleuthing  skills  and  a  touch  of
statistical  wizardry,  we  undertook  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  data
landscape from 2012 to 2023 in search of
hidden connections and flashes of wit.

First, we harnessed the omnipresent power
of  artificial  intelligence  to  scrutinize  the
linguistic  flair  and  lexical  dexterity
embedded  within  Tom  Scott's  YouTube
video  titles.  Through  cutting-edge  natural
language  processing  techniques,  we
excavated  nuggets  of  verbal  exuberance,
juxtaposed  with  contemporary  cultural
references  that  resonate  with  the  digital
connoisseur.  This  meticulous  linguistic
excavation  formed  the  cornerstone  of  our
study, providing a conceptual framework for
understanding  the  idiosyncratic  charm  of
Tom Scott's title offerings.

Subsequently,  we  delved  into  the
tempestuous  seas  of  Google  Trends,
navigating  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  public
interest  encapsulated  within  the  'call  me
maybe'  meme.  With  steadfast
determination,  we  meticulously  traced  the
surge and sway of meme contagion and its
enduring  appeal.  Our  intrepid  journey
through  the  treacherous  waters  of  digital
virality  unearthed  a  treasure  trove  of
statistical data, providing a panoramic view
of  the  meme's  meteoric  ascent  and
enduring prominence.

Following  this  digital  odyssey,  we  merged
the  linguistic  tapestry  woven  within  Tom
Scott's  video  titles  with  the  undulating
waveforms  of  'call  me  maybe'  memetic
fervor,  employing  rigorous  statistical
techniques to uncover the elusive threads of
correlation. Through a meticulous dance of
regression  analysis  and  time-series
modeling,  we  endeavored  to  capture  the
ebullient interplay between linguistic flourish
and  viral  resonance,  culminating  in  the
extraction of a robust correlation coefficient
and a resoundingly significant p-value.

With a mischievous twinkle in our eye and a
nod  to  the  absurdity  of  statistical  whimsy,
we  embraced  the  data  with  open  arms,
recognizing  that  beneath  the  veneer  of
meticulous  analysis  lies  a  rich  tableau  of
digital  banter  and  statistical  intrigue.  In
navigating  this  frolicking  juxtaposition  of
linguistic cleverness and digital  virality,  we
invite  fellow  merrymakers  and  statistical
enthusiasts to savor the rippling interplay of
frivolity and rigor, as we present our findings
with a dash of academic whimsy.

4. Results

Our analysis of the data revealed a robust
and  statistically  significant  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  Tom  Scott's
YouTube video titles and the ubiquity of the
'call  me  maybe'  meme.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.8276329 suggests a strong
positive  relationship  between  the  two
variables,  indicating  that  as  the  linguistic
pizzazz  of  Tom  Scott's  video  titles
increased, so did the propagation and reach
of the 'call me maybe' meme.

The coefficient of determination (r-squared)
of  0.6849761  attests  to  the  substantial
proportion  of  variance  in  the  meme's
popularity  that  can  be  explained  by  the
trendiness of Tom Scott's video titles. This
finding  underscores  the  substantial
influence  of  linguistic  playfulness  and
contemporary  cultural  references  in  the
digital landscape.

Importantly,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
indicates  that  the  observed  correlation  is
highly unlikely to have occurred by chance,
adding further weight to the validity of our
results.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Figure  1  graphically  illustrates  the  strong
positive correlation between the trendiness
of Tom Scott's YouTube video titles and the
prevalence  of  the  'call  me maybe'  meme,
offering  a  visual  representation  of  the
relationship uncovered in our analysis.

These findings not only attest to the impact
of  language  and  cultural  relevance  within
digital  content  but  also  highlight  the
potential  for  statistical  methods  to  unravel
the  whimsical  intricacies  of  online
phenomena. Our study sets the stage for a
jovial  understanding  of  the
interconnectedness  between  linguistic
exuberance and the resonating echo of viral
memes,  inviting  readers  to  join  us  in  the
mirthful  exploration  at  the  nexus  of
statistical inquiry and digital flair.

5. Discussion

The  results  of  our  study  substantiate  and
extend the findings of previous research on
the  relationship  between  linguistic
playfulness  and  the  dissemination  of  viral
content,  illustrating the profound impact  of
wit  and wordplay on digital  culture.  In line
with Smith et al. (2010) and Doe and Jones
(2015),  our  study  underscores  the  pivotal
role  of  contemporary  linguistic  flair  in
captivating  digital  audiences  and  spurring
the proliferation of memes.

Our  unexpected  yet  robust  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8276329  between  the

trendiness  of  Tom Scott's  video  titles  and
the prevalence of the 'call me maybe' meme
aligns with Miller's (2017) framework, which
accentuates the influence of linguistic trends
on  digital  interactions.  The  substantial
coefficient of determination further validates
the  substantial  proportion  of  variance  that
can be explained by the linguistic creativity
imbued  in  these  titles,  echoing  the
sentiments expressed by Stollznow (2019)
regarding  the  power  of  word  choice  in
captivating audiences.

Interestingly,  our  findings  also  echo  the
whimsical  insights  garnered  from  the
fictional works of Terry Pratchett, particularly
"Going  Postal"  and  "Making  Money,"
emphasizing  the  enduring  impact  of
persuasive language and linguistic charisma
on audience engagement. This unexpected
parallel highlights the interconnected web of
linguistic allure across diverse media forms,
contributing to a lighthearted understanding
of linguistic resonance within digital content.

Moreover,  the  resonance  of  our  findings
with the animated series "Adventure Time"
serves as a playful affirmation of the impact
of  linguistic  levity  on  audience  reception,
underscoring  the  enduring  influence  of
linguistic merriment in digital media. These
unexpected  resonances  underscore  the
pervasiveness  of  linguistic  ingenuity  and
humor  across  various  cultural  realms,
casting  a  whimsical  light  on  our
investigation  into  the  correlation  between
Tom  Scott's  YouTube  video  titles  and  the
'call me maybe' meme.

Our study, infused with a lighthearted spirit
and  a  profound  appreciation  for  linguistic
levity,  not  only  expands  the  empirical
understanding of  digital  culture and meme
propagation  but  also  underscores  the
unforeseen  connections  that  underpin  the
whimsical intricacies of linguistic resonance.
As we navigate the comedic landscape of
statistical inquiry and digital flair, our study
invites readers to join us in embracing the
mirthful  nuances  of  language,  humor,  and
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meme dissemination,  weaving  a  thread  of
cheerful  exploration  at  the  intersection  of
statistical whimsy and linguistic gravitas.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  reveals  a
harmonious  dance  between  the  linguistic
effervescence of Tom Scott's YouTube video
titles and the resounding reverberations of
the 'call me maybe' meme. The statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8276329  points  to  a  robust  connection,
wherein  the  frolicsome  wordplay  and
contemporary  jests  in  Tom  Scott's  titles
intertwine with the infectious catchiness of
the meme. This intertwining is undoubtedly
a testament to the whimsical unity of cultural
resonance and digital virality.

Our  lighthearted  quest  has  unveiled  the
power  of  linguistic  pizzazz  to  spark  and
sustain  meme  mania,  demonstrating  the
substantial  influence  of  Tom  Scott's
linguistic  merriment  on  the  amped-up
propagation of the 'call  me maybe' meme.
As  we  traverse  the  terrain  of  statistical
inquiry with a spring in our step and a glint
of  mirth  in  our  eyes,  we  urge  fellow
researchers to savor the playful essence of
this  correlation,  recognizing  the  profound
and  pun-derful  interplay  of  linguistic
exuberance and digital resonance.

While our  findings  may elicit  a  chuckle  or
two, they pave the way for a more jocular
understanding  of  the  profound
interconnectedness  between  language,
culture,  and  online  phenomena.  We  hope
this study will  inspire further exploration of
the  delightful  interplay  between  statistical
analysis and digital jocularity, with a nod to
the  enduring  influence  of  linguistic  artistry
on the shimmering tapestry of digital virality.

In  light  of  these  revelatory  findings,  we
assert  with  a  wry  wink  and  a  nod  to
statistical rigor that further research in this
captivating  realm  of  linguistic  playfulness

and  meme mayhem  is  unnecessary.  After
all,  when  the  statistical  stars  align  with
mirthful  linguistic  flair,  what  more can one
ask for?
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