
Got Milk? A Statistical Moovement: Exploring the
Correlation Between Milk Consumption and

Violent Crime Rates

Caroline Henderson, Alice Thompson, Gabriel P Thornton

Global Innovation University

Discussion Paper 4219

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The  Institution.  Research  published  in  this  series  may  include  views  on  policy,  but  the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The  Institute  is  a  local  and  virtual  international  research  center  and  a  place  of
communication  between  science,  politics  and  business.  It  is  an  independent  nonprofit
organization  supported  by  no  one  in  particular.  The  center  is  not  associated  with  any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops  and  conferences,  data  service,  project  support,  research  visits  and  doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields  of  labor  economics,  (ii)  development  of  policy  concepts,  and (iii)  dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public. 

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a  large  language  model.  A  revised  version  may  be  available  directly  from the  artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 4219

January 2024

ABSTRACT

Got Milk? A Statistical Moovement: Exploring the Correlation Between
Milk Consumption and Violent Crime Rates

In this udderly fascinating study, we set out to explore the seemingly outlandish idea of
a potential link between milk consumption and violent crime rates. Utilizing data from
the USDA and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we embarked on a statistical
quest  to  separate  the  dairy  myths  from the  facts.  Our  findings  revealed  a  striking
correlation coefficient of  0.8774659 and p < 0.01,  covering the period from 1990 to
2021. So, does the phrase "got milk?" take on a whole new meaning when considering
the impact on societal behavior? Let's not cry over spilled milk just yet while we dig into
the curd-ious results of this bovine inquiry.
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I. Introduction

Milk has long been regarded as a staple of the human diet, boasting an array of essential nutrients

and a creamy, refreshing taste. From its role as a cozy companion to cookies to its frothy 

presence in the iconic milk mustache, this dairy delight has earned its place in the hearts and 

refrigerators of many. However, amidst this seemingly wholesome image, a provocative question

arises: could there be a darker underbelly to the innocuous act of sipping on a glass of milk?

The idea of a potential link between milk consumption and violent crime rates may initially 

appear as far-fetched as a cow attempting a moonwalk. Nonetheless, it is this very skepticism 

that propelled our curiosity to take a closer look at the data. As we delved into the literature, we 

found hints of an unexplored correlation, leaving us both intrigued and udderly bewildered.

Our investigation transcended the realm of bovine conspiracy theories to embrace the serious 

task of statistical analysis. Armed with data from the USDA and the FBI Criminal Justice 

Information Services, we embarked on a quest to decipher whether there existed a tangible 

connection between these seemingly disparate domains. As we waded through datasets and 

statistical analyses, we found ourselves continually moo-ved by the potential implications of our 

findings.

In this paper, we present the findings of our study, which covers a substantial time span from 

1990 to 2021. Our aim is not only to present the statistical evidence we have uncovered but also 

to stimulate further dialogue and research in this moovelous and unconventional intersection of 

nutritional habits and societal behaviors. As we approach this topic with the utmost seriousness, 

we invite readers to join us on this journey, embracing the unexpected twists and turns that lie 
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ahead. So, without further ado, let us embark on this moooo-ving exploration of the correlation 

between milk consumption and violent crime rates.

II. Literature Review

As we mosey through the scholarly landscape, we encounter a pasture of studies examining the 

potential correlation between dietary habits and behavioral outcomes. Smith et al. (2015) sought 

to untangle the complex web of factors influencing aggressive tendencies, shedding light on the 

role of nutrition in shaping social interactions. Meanwhile, Doe and Jones (2017) delved into the 

psychological underpinnings of dietary preferences, revealing intriguing connections between 

certain food choices and emotional regulation.

Venturing further down this dairy-infused rabbit hole, we stumble upon "Got Milk? The 

Surprising Impact of Dairy on Human Behavior" by M. Mooington (2019). Mooington 

eloquently navigates the unexplored terrain of milk's influence on the human psyche, peppering 

the narrative with anecdotes of lactose-induced mayhem and moo-inducing revelations.

In a parallel universe where cows roam freely and cheese reigns supreme, "The Milk Conspiracy:

Udderly Shocking Revelations" by E. Agatha (2020) captivates readers with its tales of 

clandestine dairy agendas and milk-fueled escalations. While Agatha's work may border on the 

whimsical, it offers a whimsical lens through which to ponder the milk-crime nexus.

Bringing a fictional flair to the table, we encounter "The Curious Case of the Criminal Cows" by 

S. Boardgame (2018), where bovine shenanigans intertwine with detective work in a bovinely 
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perplexing tale. While not a traditional source of academic inquiry, Boardgame's narrative 

imparts a playful perspective on the intersection of bovine behavior and criminal inclinations.

From the realms of non-fiction to the whimsy of fiction, our literature review traverses the varied

pastures of human imagination and scientific inquiry, seeking to capture the essence of the dairy-

crime dichotomy. As we milk every relevant source for its scholarly essence, it becomes udderly 

clear that this intersection is worthy of intellectual exploration and, dare we say, a few chuckles 

along the whey.

III. Methodology

To embark on our dairy-driven odyssey, we gathered data from the USDA and FBI Criminal 

Justice Information Services, utilizing a combination of reported milk consumption levels and 

violent crime rates from 1990 to 2021. We set out to milk every source of information available, 

leaving no cow unturned in our quest for statistical enlightenment.

Our first step involved examining the per capita consumption of fluid milk, cheese, and dairy 

products, ensuring we had a comprehensive understanding of the bovine bounty flowing through 

the population. We acknowledged that this approach may seem a bit cheesy, but we were 

determined to curdle out any ambiguities.

Next, we delved into the world of violent crime rates, encapsulating a broad spectrum of 

offenses, from the nefarious cow-tipping incidents to the more serious criminal offenses. We 

milked the available data for all it was worth, scrutinizing every nuance to ensure our 

examination left no room for udder speculation.
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With our data in hand, we conducted descriptive statistical analyses to discern any patterns or 

trends that might emerge from our cow-nundrum. Armed with an arsenal of regression models 

and correlation analyses, we sought to separate the cream from the chaff, knowing full well that 

the path to statistical enlightenment would be littered with dairy-related puns.

While our methods may seem a bit lactose-intolerant to those accustomed to more traditional 

research approaches, we assure you that our commitment to rigor and thoroughness remained 

unwavering. So, grab your milk carton and join us as we steer our statistical ship through the 

choppy seas of dairy and crime data, in pursuit of the moovelous truth lurking beneath the 

surface. Utterly fascinating findings await!

IV. Results

The statistical analysis of our data unveiled a surprisingly robust correlation between milk 

consumption and violent crime rates. Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 

0.8774659, indicative of a strong positive relationship between these variables. This correlation 

was further supported by an r-squared value of 0.7699464, indicating that approximately 77% of 

the variability in violent crime rates could be explained by changes in milk consumption. The 

significance level, with p < 0.01, provided compelling evidence to reject the null hypothesis and 

accept the alternative hypothesis – that there is indeed a significant association between milk 

consumption and violent crime rates.

To visually encapsulate the striking correlation, we present Figure 1, a scatterplot that depicts the

relationship between milk consumption and violent crime rates. This graphical representation 
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serves as a testament to the compelling statistical connection we have unraveled, demonstrating a

trend that is as clear as black and white (or should we say, as creamy as dairy and as alarming as 

crime rates?).

While it may be tempting to dismiss these findings as mere coincidence, we must not be too 

quick to cry over un-moo-ved milk. Instead, we encourage further exploration into the potential 

mechanisms underlying this association and the extent of its real-world implications. It seems 

that the age-old question "got milk?" has transcended its nutritional implications to beckon a 

deeper contemplation of its societal reverberations.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In the grand scheme of things, this study adds an unexpected layer to the multifaceted tapestry of

human behavior and nutrition. As we ponder the implications of these findings, we find ourselves

in a proverbial pasture of possibilities, with ample room for speculation and further inquiry. So, 

let us not curdle at the thought of unconventional correlations, but rather muster our intellectual 

fortitude to pursue the moovelous mysteries that lie beyond the confines of conventional 

wisdom.
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V. Discussion

The results of our study have unveiled a compelling relationship between milk consumption and 

violent crime rates, shedding light on a dairy-licious correlation that captures the imagination and

challenges conventional wisdom. Our findings, which revealed a robust correlation coefficient of

0.8774659 and a significance level of p < 0.01, offer a statistically firm foundation for plowing 

into the uncharted pastures of the milk-crime nexus.

Harnessing the scholarly insights from our literary foray, our findings dovetail with the 

whimsical tales of lactose-induced mayhem and milk-fueled escalations put forth by our 

esteemed predecessors. While M. Mooington's exploration of the surprising impact of dairy on 

human behavior initially appeared to dwell in the realm of whimsy, our study has added 

empirical weight to the bovine inquiry, affirming that there may indeed be method to the moo-

inducing revelations.

Moreover, our results align with E. Agatha's audacious revelations about the clandestine dairy 

agendas and milk-fueled escalations, suggesting that beneath the veneer of whimsy lies a kernel 

of truth deserving of serious contemplation. It seems that the fictional flair of S. Boardgame's 

"The Curious Case of the Criminal Cows" was not so far-fetched after all, as our study has 

unearthed a tangible link between bovine behavior and societal dynamics. In essence, our 

findings breathe empirical life into the udderly playful pastures of academic inquiry and lend 

credence to the scholarly essence we have milked from our literary sources.
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As we contemplate the implications of this dairy-licious correlation, it becomes evident that the 

phrase "got milk?" may indeed transcend its dietary implications to beckon a deeper 

contemplation of its societal reverberations. Our study paves the whey for a moovelous 

exploration of unconventional correlations, impelling us to muster our intellectual fortitude and 

delve into the multifaceted tapestry of human behavior and nutrition.

In conclusion, our findings challenge the conventional distinctions between dietary habits and 

behavioral outcomes, urging further exploration into the potential mechanisms underlying this 

association and its real-world implications. It seems that the dairy aisle harbors more than just 

calcium-rich choices—it harbors moovelous mysteries awaiting our scholarly investigation. So, 

let us not curdle at the thought of unconventional correlations, but rather muster our intellectual 

fortitude to embark on an udderly stimulating journey into the pasture of possibilities. The tale of

milk and crime awaits its scholarly denouement, promising to be both gripping and utterly dairy-

lightful.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unveiled a startling correlation between milk consumption and 

violent crime rates, shedding light on a connection that is as unexpected as finding a cow at a 

crime scene. The robust correlation coefficient of 0.8774659 moo-ves us to consider the potential

ramifications of this unusual relationship. It seems that the phrase "got milk?" may now elicit an 

entirely different kind of response, perhaps prompting individuals to consider the societal 

implications of their dairy intake before reaching for the milk carton. 
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While we may be tempted to milk this connection for all it's worth, it is crucial to acknowledge 

the need for further research to delve into the underlying mechanisms behind this correlation. 

Perhaps a deeper exploration will reveal that milk truly does a body bad in ways we never 

imagined, or perhaps there are confounding variables at play, like being in a bad moo-d, that 

have not yet been considered.

In any case, we believe that our findings ignite a spark of curiosity in the academic community. 

The bovine inquiry into the relationship between milk consumption and violent crime rates 

beckons further investigation, though we will need to steer clear of any steer puns as we move 

forward with our research. In the grand scheme of things, our study adds a creamy, unexpected 

layer to the understanding of human behavior and nutrition, leaving us all to ponder the 

moovelous mysteries that lie beneath the surface of our dietary habits and societal tendencies.

In the spirit of academic inquiry, it is our firm belief that no further research is needed on this 

topic. After all, once you've discovered that milk consumption and violent crime rates are 

correlated, what more could you possibly want to know? It's time to put this pasture of 

possibilities out to pasture, and let these moovelous findings stand alone in all of their udderly 

fascinating glory.
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