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Brenda's in Oregon: A Tendency to Arson?

Caroline Horton, Anthony Taylor, Gavin P Tucker

Cambridge, Massachusetts

This study delves into the eyebrow-raising relationship between the prevalence of the first
name Brenda and the incidence of arson in the state of Oregon. Leveraging data from the
US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we
aimed to ascertain if there exists a meaningful connection between the popularity of the
name Brenda and arson-related activities. Our findings unveil a remarkably strong
correlation coefficient of 0.9418565 and a p-value less than 0.01 for the period spanning
from 1985 to 2022. These results prompt us to reflect on the question: could there truly be
some fiery influence associated with the moniker Brenda, igniting a penchant for
pyromania among certain Oregonian individuals? Our analysis encourages further
investigation into the curious interplay between nomenclature and unlawful fire behavior,
prompting both amusement and contemplation in equal measure.

The choice of a name is a decision often laden with
personal and cultural significance. Names shape our
identity and can carry a weight that extends beyond
mere nomenclature. In the realm of statistical
analysis, one may raise an eyebrow at the prospect
of discerning any meaningful relationship between
something as seemingly arbitrary as a first name
and the occurrence of criminal activity. However,
the peculiar confluence of the name Brenda and
incidents of arson in the state of Oregon has piqued
our curiosity and propelled wus into this
investigation.

It is an intriguing premise to consider whether
individuals bearing the name Brenda may harbor a
latent proclivity toward arson-related behaviors.
The etymology of the name Brenda derives from the
Old Norse term "brandr," meaning sword, and "a"
indicating a diminutive or affectionate form. Could
it be that this seemingly innocuous appellation
holds within it a fiery influence, fanning the flames
of unlawful pyrotechnic predilections in certain
individuals? Or is this mere happenstance, a

statistical fluke that has captivated our attention in a
whimsical manner? These are the questions that
guide our inquiry.

In exploring this curious connection, we are
presented with an opportunity to inject some levity
into the often somber world of statistical analysis.
After all, statistics need not always be a dry affair,
and the unexpected juxtaposition of a seemingly
mundane name and acts of arson offers a delightful
twist that may just kindle a chuckle amidst the
seriousness of empirical inquiry. So, with a touch of
mirth and a measure of curiosity, let us embark on
the journey to unravel the enigma of the Brenda-
arson correlation in the beautiful state of Oregon.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The extant literature on the interplay between
individual names and criminal behavior provides a
framework for examining our specific inquiry
regarding the association between the prevalence of
the first name Brenda and the incidence of arson in
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Oregon. Smith (2008) conducted a comprehensive
review of studies delving into the potential
influence of nomenclature on behavioral
inclinations across diverse demographic landscapes.
Moreover, Doe and Jones (2015) explored the
etymological implications of names and their
purported psychological impact, shedding light on
the intricate and often surprising connections
between names and behavior.

Deepening our understanding of the potential
ramifications of nomenclature and its influence on
behavior, "The Name Game: Exploring the
Psychology of Nomenclature" by Smith and "The
Hidden Power of Names" by Doe and Jones offer
profound insights. These seminal works prompt
contemplation on the underlying forces shaping our
behavioral tendencies and the intriguing ways in
which our names may exert subtle influences on our
actions.

Transitioning to a rather unorthodox yet
surprisingly revealing domain is the examination of
fictional works that, by virtue of their narrative
explorations of human behavior, inadvertently shed
light on the potential correlations between names
and behavioral traits. Such works as "The Arsonist's
Handbook" by Fictioneer (2012), and "Blaze: A
Novel" by Wordsmith (2006) present captivating
literary contexts brimming with nuanced character
portrayals, inviting imaginative contemplation of
the potential interplay between nomenclature and
incendiary inclinations.

Delving into the world of animated content, one
cannot help but recall the misadventures of the
mischievous characters in "Firestarter Friends" and
"The Blaze Brigade," popular children's shows that,
albeit fictional, invite contemplation of the curious
connections between names and proclivities toward
fire-related activities. These whimsical yet thought-
provoking narratives offer anecdotal evidence that,
while undoubtedly light-hearted in nature, sparks
contemplation of the potential associations between
individuals' names and their = behavioral
predispositions.

As our inquiry continues, we acknowledge the
unexpected and often humorously convoluted
nature of our exploration into the correlation
between the name Brenda and arson in Oregon.
Indeed, while the nature of our investigation may at
times appear lighthearted, the statistical
underpinnings  and  scholarly  deliberations
underpinning this study command our serious
attention, exemplifying the delightful fusion of
scholarly rigor and playful imagination that animate
our pursuit of knowledge.

METHODOLOGY

To investigate the potential connection between the
prevalence of the first name Brenda and the
incidence of arson in Oregon, a comprehensive
research methodology was employed. Data for this
study was primarily sourced from the US Social
Security Administration's database of baby names
and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services'
repository of arson incidents, spanning from the
years 1985 to 2022. The utilization of these diverse
sources aimed to ensure a robust and multifaceted
approach to examining the curious interplay
between nomenclature and illicit fire-related
activities.

First and foremost, the frequency of the name
Brenda within the state of Oregon was meticulously
extracted from the US Social Security
Administration's records. Given the peculiar
temporal dimension of name popularity, the team
employed an intricate mathematical algorithm to
adjust for the ebb and flow of Brenda's prevalence
over the years, accounting for factors such as
cultural trends, pop culture influences, and perhaps
even the rise and fall of certain Brenda-centric
memes — a factor which, while not explicitly
included in the analysis, certainly did not escape the
team's amused contemplation.

Simultaneously, the occurrence of arson-related
incidents within the state of Oregon was analyzed
with a meticulous eye for nuance and detail.
Acquiring this data from the FBI's Criminal Justice

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Information Services, the team delved into the vast
repository of police reports, fire department records,
and eyewitness accounts, seeking to discern any
potential correlative patterns between Brenda and
the propensity for pyromania. In the process, there
were numerous revelations that ignited the team's
intellectual curiosity, and occasionally sparked
some lighthearted banter — though rest assured,
these moments of levity did not detract from the
rigorous nature of the analysis.

With the datasets in hand, advanced statistical
methods were applied to scrutinize the relationship
between the frequency of the name Brenda and the
incidence of arson in Oregon, taking into account
confounding variables such as socioeconomic
factors, geographical distribution, and the ever-
intriguing dynamics of human behavior. The team
also engaged in moments of whimsy and debate
over the potential metaphysical aspects of
nomenclatural influence — where one member
playfully postulated that perhaps the resonance of
the name Brenda held an ethereal sway over certain
individuals, ever so gently nudging them towards
the flickering allure of forbidden flames.

In sum, the research methodology employed in this
study reflects a careful balance between empirical
rigor and the exuberant musings that enliven the
arduous path of statistical investigation. By melding
data analysis with a touch of wry humor, the team
endeavored to unravel the mystery of the Brenda-
arson correlation, all the while embracing the
delightful unpredictability that often accompanies
the pursuit of knowledge.

RESULTS

The results of our analysis unfold with an air of
intrigue, as we unveil a remarkably strong
correlation coefficient of 0.9418565 between the
prevalence of the first name Brenda and the
incidence of arson in the state of Oregon. This
finding, with an r-squared of 0.8870936, is certainly
not one to be taken lightly and may just kindle a

sense of wonder and amusement, not unlike the
flickering flames of a campfire on a starry night.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) portrays this robust
correlation with undeniable clarity, as the data
points coalesce into a pattern that hints at an
intriguing relationship between the two variables.
The scatterplot, much like a detective's magnifying
glass, invites the viewer to trace the meandering
path of correlation and ponder the hidden forces at
play. The statistical significance, evidenced by a p-
value less than 0.01, further cements the allure of
this perplexing connection, beckoning us to venture
further into the enigmatic realm where names and
criminal proclivities intersect.

These compelling results prompt a chuckle and
raise an eyebrow in equal measure, as we ponder
the potential influence of a name on the actions of
individuals. Embracing the unexpected and the
whimsical nature of statistical inquiry, our findings
lay bare a captivating correlation, urging further
exploration and reflection on the fiery mysteries
that may be at play in the world of nomenclature
and unlawful blazes.

Years 1985-2022, r=0.942, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

DISCUSSION

The results of our study have illuminated a striking
correlation between the prevalence of the first name
Brenda and the incidence of arson in the state of
Oregon. This finding extends and supports the
existing literature that has delved into the potential
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influence of nomenclature on  behavioral
inclinations. Smith's (2008) comprehensive review
and Doe and Jones' (2015) exploration of the
etymological implications of names provide a
backdrop for understanding the unexpected
connection we have unearthed. Indeed, our findings
bolster the insightful inquiries of these esteemed
scholars, affirming the profound and often
surprising connections between names and
behavior.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9418565,
coupled with a p-value less than 0.01, underlines a
compelling relationship between the prevalence of
the name Brenda and arson-related activities in
Oregon. This statistical significance aligns with the
amusing and contemplative insights offered by the
works of Fictioneer (2012), Wordsmith (2006), and
the creators of "Firestarter Friends" and "The Blaze
Brigade," wherein narrative explorations
inadvertently invite reflection on the curious
connections between names and proclivities toward
fire-related activities.

Our findings challenge us to consider the potential
interplay between nomenclature and unlawful fire
behavior, evoking a sense of amusement and
contemplation in equal measure. While our
investigation may at times appear whimsical, the
statistical rigor and scholarly underpinnings of this
study command our serious attention, exemplifying
the delightful fusion of scholarly inquiry and
playful imagination. The scatterplot, akin to a
veritable detective's magnifying glass, draws
attention to this intriguing relationship, inviting
further inquiry into the enigmatic realm where
names and criminal proclivities intersect.

In conclusion, our study has shed light on a
fascinating correlation, prompting both amusement
and contemplation. The fiery mysteries at play in
the world of nomenclature and unlawful blazes
beckon further investigation, offering a captivating
avenue for future research endeavors.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our investigation into the connection
between the prevalence of the first name Brenda
and the incidence of arson in Oregon has
illuminated a remarkably strong correlation. The
findings leave us pondering whether there exists a
fiery influence associated with the moniker Brenda,
perhaps igniting a penchant for pyromania among
certain  Oregonian individuals. The robust
correlation coefficient, coupled with the statistical
significance of our results, lends credence to the
notion that there may be more at play than mere
coincidence.

The whimsical juxtaposition of a seemingly
mundane name and acts of arson offers a delightful
twist that may just kindle a chuckle amidst the
seriousness of empirical inquiry. As the flames of
curiosity flicker, we must acknowledge the unusual
nature of this correlation and its potential
implications. The allure of uncovering such
unexpected associations in the realm of statistical
analysis reminds us that the pursuit of knowledge is
not devoid of amusement and wonderment.

However, while our findings provoke a sense of
intrigue and amusement, it is important to note the
limitations of our study. Correlation does not imply
causation, and the intricacies of human behavior are
far from straightforward. It is entirely possible that
this correlation is but a statistical fluke, a curious
quirk that has captured our imagination in a playful
manner.

In light of these findings, further research into the
influence of names on criminal proclivities may
warrant attention, but as for the Brenda-arson
correlation in Oregon, it seems that we have kindled
enough amusement and contemplation for the time
being. Perhaps it is best to let this particular caper
rest, allowing the flames of curiosity to flicker in
other unexplored territories of statistical inquiry.
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