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Abstract

In the world of statistics, where correlation does not imply causation, sometimes you stumble upon some 
truly spurious correlations. In this paper, we delve into the fascinating world of the number of statisticians 
in Maine and its somewhat bewildering connection to Google searches for 'spurious correlations.' Drawing
data from the Bureau of Larbor Statistics and Google Trends, we set out to explore the peculiar 
relationship between these variables. Brace yourself for a rollercoaster of statistical analysis and 
delightfully odd findings. We unveil a correlation coefficient of 0.7929796 and p < 0.01 from 2004 to 2022. 
Prepare for a barrage of puns and jokes as we navigate this unexpected journey into the whimsical world 
of statistical analysis.
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1. Introduction

The field of statistics is a treasure trove of
surprises,  and  sometimes  the  most
unexpected relationships rear their  curious
heads. One such delightful discovery is the
correlation  between  the  number  of
statisticians  in  the  picturesque  state  of
Maine  and  the  Google  searches  for
'spurious correlations.' It's a tale that is as

baffling as it is entertaining, and one that we
cannot  help  but  unravel  with  equal  parts
scientific rigor and whimsical curiosity.

As we venture into this statistical odyssey,
it's  important  to  remember  the  age-old
mantra:  correlation  does  not  imply
causation. However, that doesn't mean we
can't have a little fun exploring the peculiar
associations that emerge from the depths of
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data  analysis.  After  all,  who  wouldn't  be
intrigued by the idea of statisticians in Maine
somehow influencing the internet searches
for seemingly nonsensical connections?

The quirks of statistical analysis often lead
us  down  unexpected  paths,  and  this
particular  journey  promises  to  be  no
exception.  Prepare  to  be  regaled  with  a
statistical  rollercoaster ride as we uncover
the  mysteries  behind  the  correlation
coefficient of 0.7929796 and p < 0.01 linking
these  seemingly  disparate  variables  from
the  years  2004  to  2022.  Along  the  way,
brace yourself for a barrage of puns, jokes,
and  perhaps  even  a  few  eye-rolling
statistical  humor  indulgences  –  because,
let's  face it,  who  says  academic  research
can't be delightfully amusing?

In the pages that follow, we invite you to join
us on this merry exploration of the statistical
landscape,  where  the  peculiar  meets  the
profound and the peculiar. Let's embark on
this adventure with an open mind, a healthy
dose  of  skepticism,  and  a  willingness  to
embrace  the  unexpected.  After  all,  as
statisticians in Maine and whimsical Google
searches  have  shown  us,  sometimes  the
most delightful discoveries emerge from the
most curious correlations.

2. Literature Review

Numerous  studies  have  sought  to  explore
the  intricate  relationships  between  various
demographic  factors  and  internet  search
behaviors. Smith et al. (2010) examined the
influence  of  population  density  on  online
search  patterns,  while  Doe  and  Jones
(2015) delved into the impact of educational
attainment  on  the  prevalence  of  web
queries  related  to  statistical  concepts.
Despite  the  earnest  endeavors  of  these
researchers,  the  connection  between  the
number of statisticians in Maine and Google
searches  for  'spurious  correlations'  has
remained  conspicuously  absent  from  the
academic discourse until now.

Turning to the realm of non-fiction literature,
"Freakonomics"  by  Steven  Levitt  and
Stephen Dubner offers a thought-provoking
exploration  of  unconventional  correlations,
providing  invaluable  insights  into  the
idiosyncrasies  of  statistical  analysis.  In  a
similar vein, "The Signal and the Noise" by
Nate Silver presents a compelling narrative
of  the elusive quest  to discern meaningful
signals  amidst  the  cacophony  of  data,
reminding us of the tantalizing enigma that
underpins statistical relationships.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, one might
find  unexpected  parallels  with  our  own
research  in  works  such  as  "The  Curious
Incident  of  the  Dog in  the  Night-Time"  by
Mark  Haddon.  Although  ostensibly
unrelated,  the  baffling  correlation  between
statisticians in  Maine and esoteric internet
searches brings to mind the enigmatic and
often  whimsical  nature  of  Haddon's
protagonist's  investigation.  Additionally,  the
intricate  web  of  connections  in  Haruki
Murakami's  "1Q84"  offers  a  surreal
reflection  of  the  convoluted  statistical
landscape  we  navigate  in  our  analysis,
proving  that  truth  can  indeed  be  stranger
than fiction.

In  an  unconventional  turn  of  scholarly
inquiry,  the  researchers  also  confess  to
gleaning  valuable  insights  from  the
unlikeliest of sources: the backs of shampoo
bottles.  While  this  may  seem  comically
incongruous  with  the  rigors  of  academic
inquiry,  the  truism  "lather,  rinse,  repeat"
served  as  a  sobering  yet  serendipitous
reminder  of  the  plights  and  pleasures  of
iterative  data  analysis.  After  all,  who  can
resist the allure of statistical intrigue even in
the most unexpected of places?

As we traverse the eccentric intersections of
statistical  inquiry  and  offbeat  literary
contemplations, it becomes evident that the
association  between  the  number  of
statisticians in Maine and Google searches
for  'spurious  correlations'  is  a  quirk  that
transcends  conventional  boundaries.  With

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



this whimsical assemblage of influences, we
embark  on  our  own  expedition  into  the
realms of  statistical  wonder,  armed with  a
dash of humor, a dollop of curiosity, and a
fervent  dedication  to  unearthing  the
unexpected gems that lie hidden within the
sea of data.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  relationship
between  the  number  of  statisticians  in
Maine  and  the  frequency  of  Google
searches  for  'spurious  correlations,'  we
embarked  on  a  statistical  escapade  that
would  make  even  the  most  daring
adventurer  pause  for  a  moment  of
contemplation. Our data collection strategy
combined the tenacity of a bloodhound with
the  precision  of  a  laser-guided  statistical
missile, ensuring that no byte of information
was  left  unturned  in  our  pursuit  of
uncovering the mysteries of this bewitching
correlation.

Data Sources:

We harnessed the boundless power of the
internet,  drawing data  from the Bureau of
Larbor  Statistics  and  the  ever-insightful
Google Trends. While some may argue that
we  spent  an  inordinate  amount  of  time
trawling through cyberspace, we like to think
of  it  as  an  exhilarating  treasure  hunt  for
statistical nuggets nestled amidst the digital
terrain. Our data spanned the years 2004 to
2022,  capturing  a  landscape  of  statistical
oddities  that  would  make  even  the  most
seasoned  researcher  raise  an  eyebrow in
bemusement.

Statistical Analysis:

Our  quest  for  enlightenment  led  us  to
employ  an  assortment  of  statistical  tools
and  techniques,  each  wielded  with  the
finesse of a master craftsman in the realm
of  data  analysis.  We  calculated  the
correlation  coefficient  with  the  same
precision  Michelangelo  used  to  sculpt

David, revealing a coefficient of 0.7929796
that  left  us  equal  parts  intrigued  and
bewildered. To corroborate our findings, we
scrutinized the p-value with an intensity akin
to  a  detective  solving  a  perplexing  case,
ultimately  revealing  a  p  <  0.01  that
reinforced the robustness of  our  statistical
inquisition.

Meta-Analysis Extravaganza:

In a bold display of statistical bravado, we
unleashed  the  power  of  meta-analysis  to
further bolster  the veracity of  our findings.
This involved aggregating data from various
studies,  articles,  and  perhaps  even  the
occasional  statistical  seance  conducted
under  the  glow  of  a  waxing  moon.  The
meta-analysis provided a panoramic view of
the correlation  landscape,  leaving us  both
enlightened  and  mildly  euphoric  from  the
sheer abundance of statistical revelations.

Limitations:

No statistical journey is without its share of
caveats,  and  our  expedition  was  no
exception.  We  acknowledge  the  inherent
limitations of our data sources and statistical
methods,  mindful  of  the  ever-present
specter of  confounding variables lurking in
the  statistical  shadows.  However,  in  the
spirit  of  statistical  exploration,  we  have
embraced  these  limitations  with  the  same
gusto  one  might  embrace  a  particularly
stubborn puzzle – with the determination to
unravel its intricacies despite the odds.

In summary, our methodology blended the
precision  of  statistical  analysis  with  the
exuberance  of  a  whimsical  romp  through
the data landscape.  This  amalgamation of
rigor  and  levity  set  the  stage  for  our
revelatory  findings,  cultivating  an
environment  where  statistical  inquiry
coexisted  harmoniously  with  a  delightful
sense of scholarly merriment.

4. Results
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The moment of truth has arrived, and what
a wild and whimsical ride it has been! Our
analysis  of  the  connection  between  the
number  of  statisticians  in  the  captivating
state of Maine and the Google searches for
'spurious  correlations'  has  unearthed  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7929796,  an  r-
squared of 0.6288167, and a jaw-dropping
p-value  of  less  than  0.01.  The  statistical
gods have truly blessed us with a gem of a
relationship  that  is  as  quirky  as  it  is
captivating.

Fig.  1  showcases  the  scatterplot  that
beautifully  illustrates  the robust  correlation
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  One  might  say  the  plot  has  a
certain  je  ne  sais  quoi  –  a  flair  for  the
dramatic, a touch of whimsy, as it tantalizes
our statistical sensibilities and leaves us in a
state of delightful perplexity.

The  strong  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7929796  speaks  volumes  about  the
unexpected  camaraderie  between  the
number  of  statisticians  in  Maine  and  the
internet  users'  curiosity  for  spurious
correlations. It's as if  these variables have
struck up a bizarre yet endearing friendship,
akin to an unlikely duo in a buddy comedy.
Who would have thought that statisticians in
Maine  could  have  such  an  influential
presence in the digital expanse of 'spurious
correlations'?

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  r-squared  value  of  0.6288167  further
solidifies  the  robustness  of  this  peculiar
relationship, as if to say, "Yes, this is not a
mere  fluke  –  there  is  genuine  statistical
camaraderie at play here."  It's a statistical
bromance  for  the  ages,  a  tale  of  two
variables defying the odds and embracing
their  unconventional  partnership with open
arms.

And  then  there's  the  p-value,  shimmering
with significance at less than 0.01, as if to
declare,  "Behold!  This  is  not  a  mere
statistical  mirage  –  it  is  a  true-blue
connection  that  demands  attention  and
sparks intrigue." It's the kind of p-value that
makes you sit up and take notice, akin to a
magician revealing a mind-bending illusion
that defies rational explanation.

In  conclusion,  our  journey  through  this
whirlwind of  statistical  analysis  has left  us
with  a  profound  appreciation  for  the
whimsical and the improbable. The number
of  statisticians  in  Maine  has  forged  an
unexpected bond with the Google searches
for 'spurious correlations,' and the resulting
correlation coefficient of 0.7929796 has left
us  marveling  at  the  delightful  caprices  of
statistical relationships. As we bid adieu to
this offbeat pair of variables, we can't help
but smile at the sheer audacity of statistical
quirks and the whimsical allure of seemingly
nonsensical connections.

5. Discussion

Amidst  the  labyrinth  of  statistical  analysis,
our findings have flung open the doors to a
whimsical  world  where  the  esoteric
associations  between  the  number  of
statisticians in Maine and Google searches
for  'spurious  correlations'  reign  supreme.
Our results have not only validated but also
elevated the eccentric insights gleaned from
both the serious and not-so-serious sources
in our literature review.
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Drawing  upon  the  serious  literature,  our
correlation coefficient of 0.7929796 echoes
the thought-provoking exploration presented
in  "Freakonomics"  by  Levitt  and  Dubner.
Much  like  the  unexpected  correlations
detailed  in  the  book,  our  own  discovery
unveils  a  captivating  and  somewhat
improbable  connection,  underscoring  the
idiosyncrasies of statistical analysis and the
quirky pathways of statistical relationships.

Additionally, our results echo the intangible
parallels  with  our  unconventional
investigation found in "The Curious Incident
of  the  Dog  in  the  Night-Time"  by  Haddon
and the convoluted connections in  "1Q84"
by  Murakami.  The  inexplicable  correlation
between statisticians in Maine and peculiar
internet searches offers a surreal mirror to
the enigmatic and often whimsical nature of
these  literary  works,  illustrating  that  truth
can  indeed  be  stranger  than  fiction  –
especially in the ethereal realm of statistics.

As  for  our  own  unorthodox  sources  of
inspiration,  the  stout  and  unwavering
metaphor  of  "lather,  rinse,  repeat"  on
shampoo bottles has pervaded our iterative
data analysis and underscores the enduring
persistence  required  for  uncovering  the
unexpected  gems  nestled  within  the
statistical sea. Who would have thought that
the realms of academia and shower routine
could  converge  in  such  a  serendipitous
manner?

In  essence,  our  results  have  not  only
cemented  the  validity  of  our  spurious
exploration  but  have  also  imbued  this
peculiar  connection  with  a  sense  of
statistical  genuineness  that  demands
attention.  The  whimsical  camaraderie
between Maine's statisticians and the digital
quest for spurious correlations stands as a
testament  to  the  delightful  caprices  and
peculiar  allure  of  seemingly  nonsensical
statistical  relationships.  So,  as  we  bid
farewell to this unconventional duo, we can't
help  but  revel  in  the  sheer  audacity  of

statistical  quirks  and  appreciate  the
whimsical beauty of the improbable.

6. Conclusion

In  the  grand  finale  of  our  statistical
escapade,  we  stand  in  awe  of  the
captivating  camaraderie  between  the
number  of  statisticians  in  Maine  and  the
bizarrely  fascinating  world  of  'spurious
correlations'  Google  searches.  With  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7929796,  an  r-
squared of 0.6288167, and a p-value that's
practically begging for attention at less than
0.01,  it's  safe  to say  that  this  odd couple
has  captured  our  hearts  and  puzzled  our
statistical minds in equal measure.

The scatterplot, our trusty visual companion
on this whimsical journey, could very well be
mistaken for a work of art – portraying the
enigmatic  dance  of  these  unlikely
bedfellows with a flair that would make even
the most practiced ballroom dancers blush.
We  can  almost  imagine  the  number  of
statisticians  in  Maine  waltzing  with  the
'spurious correlations' searches, twirling and
dipping in a statistical spectacle that defies
all reason.

As we bid adieu to this quirky duo, we can't
help but  be reminded that  in  the  world of
statistics, just like in life, it's the unexpected
relationships  that  often  leave  the  most
indelible imprint on our hearts and minds. In
a world where the norm is often mundane,
we stand in awe of the whimsical and the
beguiling  –  and perhaps,  that's  where the
true magic of statistical analysis lies.

Alas, all good things must come to an end,
and  we  solemnly  declare  that  no  further
research  is  needed  in  this  delightfully
peculiar  realm.  We  have  unearthed  a
treasure trove of statistical marvels, and it's
time to let  this oddball partnership bask in
the limelight of its own improbable glory.

In the immortal words of statistical whimsy,
"Correlation does not imply causation, but it
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sure can make for one heck of a statistical
rom-com." And with that, we bid adieu to our
quirky cohorts, the number of statisticians in
Maine  and  the  'spurious  correlations'
searches, in a statistical tale that will surely
be  recounted  for  generations  to  come.
Cheers to oddities, marvels,  and statistical
shenanigans  –  for  it  is  in  these  peculiar
realms  that  the  true  enchantment  of
statistics unfurls its whimsical wings.
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