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In this study, we delve into the unexpected correlation between burglaries in Connecticut
and the extent of forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. While one might expect these two
phenomena to be about as connected as a squirrel and a bank vault, our findings reveal a
surprisingly strong relationship. Utilizing data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services  and  the  environmental  organization  Mongabay,  our  research  team  employed
rigorous statistical analysis to establish a correlation coefficient of 0.9375792 and p <
0.01 for the years 1987 through 2022. This relationship was not as shady as an underpass;
it was as clear as a freshly cleaned windshield.  Our results, showcasing such a strong and
unexpected link between criminal activity in the affluent Northeastern state of Connecticut
and the lush rainforests of the South American Amazon, are bound to ignite curiosity and
raise  eyebrows.  This  connection,  reminiscent  of  the  bond  between  two  unlikely
companions, is as surprising as finding a toucan in a boardroom meeting.  While the exact
causal relationship between these two seemingly disparate events remains a mystery, our
study opens the door to a new avenue of research. The wooded thievery from the Nutmeg
State to the dense flora of the Amazon basin offers a puzzling twist, leaving us with more
questions  than  answers.  Who would've  thought  that  the  tangled  trees  of  the  Brazilian
Amazon  and  the  robbers  in  Connecticut  could  be  intricately  entwined  in  such  an
unexpected manner? This research challenges traditional notions of spatial causality and
ecological interactions in a way that is as intriguing as it is mystifying.

The intersection of crime and environmental science
has  long been an area of  interest,  but  few would
have  predicted  the  striking  correlation  we
uncovered  in  our  investigation.  It's  a  story  that
seems straight out of a heist movie – “Ocean's Tree:
The  Emerald  Underbrush,”  if  you  will.  We
embarked on this research journey with a sense of
academic  curiosity  and,  admittedly,  a  touch  of
skepticism, but what we unearthed was enough to
make  even  the  most  seasoned  statistician  do  a
double-take.

As we delved into the data,  we couldn't  help but
think  about  the  irony  of  a  forest-related  study

shedding  light  on  criminal  activities  in  an  area
known for its wealth and sophistication. It's almost
as if the trees themselves were whispering secrets
about illicit activities across continents. Talk about
shady  business  dealings  –  both  literal  and
figurative! 

The  notion  of  exploring  the  relationship  between
robberies in one of the smallest states in the U.S.
and the expanse of the Amazon rainforest may seem
like  a  stretch,  but  our  findings  attest  to  the
unmistakable connection. It's like stumbling upon a
hidden treasure in the most unexpected of places –
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and not just any treasure, but a trove of statistically
significant, research-worthy treasure. 

This study aims to add a new layer to the ongoing
dialogue  about  the  far-reaching  impact  of  human
behavior on distant ecosystems – a topic that's  as
captivating  as  it  is  confounding.  It's  as  if  we've
stumbled  upon  a  scientific  paradox:  how can  the
actions of burglars in a small, leafy state resonate in
the  dense,  green  heart  of  an  entirely  different
hemisphere? It's a head-scratcher for sure, but one
that promises to yield some truly thought-provoking
insights.

So,  buckle  up  and  grab  your  magnifying  glass,
because  we're  about  to  embark  on  a  research
adventure  that'll  have  you  questioning  everything
you thought you knew about crime, ecology, and the
unexpected  dance  between the  two.  Let's  traverse
this  uncharted  territory  –  not  with  a  map  and
compass, but with empirical evidence and a healthy
dose of humor. After all, why should research be all
work and no play?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  intriguing  relationship  between  robberies  in
Connecticut and the remaining forest  cover in the
Brazilian  Amazon  is  a  phenomenon  that  has
captured the attention of scholars and researchers in
recent  years.  Smith  (2017)  first  hinted  at  the
possibility  of  an  unexpected  connection  between
crime rates  in  affluent  suburban areas  and distant
rainforest  ecosystems.  This  revelation  was  as
surprising as finding a pine cone in a bank vault.

Further  investigation  into  the  intersection  of
ecological stability and criminal behavior led to the
work of Doe (2019), who expanded on the initial
findings  by  examining  the  potential  impact  of
deforestation on local crime rates. The idea that the
felling of trees could resonate with the actions of
burglars  may  sound  far-fetched,  but  the  evidence
presented in these studies paints a picture as curious
as a raccoon caught red-handed.

Jones (2020) built upon this foundation, offering a
comprehensive  analysis  of  historical  data  on both
robbery  trends  in  Connecticut  and shifts  in  forest
cover in the Amazon basin. The correlation between
these seemingly unrelated phenomena was as clear
as  the  blue  skies  over  the  treetops.  The  startling
nature  of  this  connection  beckons  the  question:
What goes on between the guards and the greenery,
and how does the thicket influence the thieves?

Beyond the academic sphere, numerous non-fiction
works  have  delved  into  the  intricate  relationship
between  human  behavior  and  the  natural  world.
"The Hidden Life of Trees" by Peter Wohlleben and
"The Botany of Desire" by Michael Pollan provide
fascinating  insights  into  the  complex  interactions
between forests and human society. As for fiction,
authors  like Dan Brown with "The Lost  Symbol"
and  Michael  Crichton  with  "State  of  Fear"  have
woven captivating narratives around environmental
mysteries  and  criminal  intrigue.  Who  would've
thought  that  the exploits  of  fictional  burglars  and
clandestine  adventures  in  lush  landscapes  might
hold a clue to our own research?

In  our  pursuit  of  understanding  this  enigmatic
connection, we ventured into unorthodox territory,
drawing inspiration from unexpected sources such
as "Dora the Explorer" and "Swiper, No Swiping!"
Could the animated escapades of a curious young
girl  and  a  sly  fox  hold  the  key  to  unlocking  the
secrets of woodland heists and rainforest dynamics?
While we won't go as far as consulting with Boots
the monkey for research assistance, the whimsical
world of children's cartoons invites us to approach
this puzzle with a playful spirit.

As  we  traverse  this  unconventional  landscape  of
inquiry, it's evident that the links between heists in
Connecticut  and  the  verdant  expanses  of  the
Amazon extend far beyond mere speculation.  The
improbable  connection  between  these  phenomena
may be as  perplexing as  trying  to  understand the
punchline of a dad joke, but it promises to unravel a
tale worthy of a thrilling saga.
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METHODOLOGY

To unravel the enigmatic link between robberies in
Connecticut and the remaining forest  cover in the
Brazilian Amazon, our research employed a multi-
faceted and, dare I say, tree-mendously innovative
methodology. Harnessing the power of big data and
statistical  analysis,  we set  out  on a  quest  to  shed
light  on  this  unlikely  connection,  armed  with  an
arsenal of scientific tools and dad jokes as our trusty
companions.

Data Collection:

Our research team meticulously gathered data from
the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information  Services,
tapping into their  extensive repository of criminal
activity records in the state of Connecticut. We then
turned  our  sights  to  the  lush  expanses  of  the
Brazilian  Amazon,  sourcing  valuable  information
on remaining forest cover from the environmental
organization  Mongabay.  It’s  safe  to  say  that  we
ventured deep into the digital thicket, hacking our
way  through  datasets  as  dense  as  a  tropical
rainforest.

Now, you may be wondering, "Why these sources?"
Well,  as  researchers,  we are firm believers  in  the
power  of  unconventional  pairings  –  much  like
peanut butter and bananas or, in this case, robberies
and rainforests. These sources were chosen for their
comprehensive  coverage  and  reliability,  providing
the backbone for our analysis. Plus, it's always fun
to imagine a collaboration between law enforcement
agencies  and  environmental  watchdogs;  perhaps
they  could  swap  crime-solving  tips  and
conservation strategies over coffee.

Data Analysis:

With  our  datasets  in  hand,  we  embarked  on  a
statistical journey that would make even the most
intrepid  explorer  think  twice.  We  conducted  a
rigorous  analysis,  employing  advanced  statistical
methods that were as robust as a mighty oak tree –
think  correlation  analyses,  time-series  modeling,
and spatial mapping. This wasn’t just your run-of-
the-mill statistical analysis; it was a scientific safari,

braving  the  wilds  of  data  in  search  of  elusive
patterns and correlations.

Now, you might be thinking, "Why go through all
this trouble?" Well, as researchers, we aren't content
with surface-level explanations – we want the full
foliage, I mean, story. Our objective was to unearth
any  underlying  connections,  teasing  out  patterns
that  could  elucidate  the  mysterious  relationship
between robberies in Connecticut and the trajectory
of forest cover in the Amazon. It's like untangling a
particularly  knotty  vine;  you  never  know  what
unexpected twists and turns you might encounter.

Spatial Mapping:

One of the key highlights of our methodology was
the use of spatial mapping techniques to visualize
the distribution of robberies in Connecticut and the
extent of forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. This
wasn’t just about plotting points on a map; it was
about  creating  a  cartographic  masterpiece  that
captured the essence of this unlikely pairing. Picture
two distinct ecosystems coming together in a dance
of data points – it's like a scientific tango between
the Nutmeg State and the Amazon basin, complete
with statistical dips and twirls.

Our  spatial  maps  allowed us  to  observe  potential
hotspots and spatial trends, revealing geographical
nuances  that  told  a  story  as  captivating  as  a
suspense  thriller.  This  wasn't  just  about  plotting
coordinates;  it  was  about  crafting  a  narrative that
transcended  borders  and  biomes,  showcasing  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  disparate
phenomena. Who knew that spatial mapping could
be as riveting as a detective novel?

Statistical Corroboration:

As  we  delved  deeper  into  our  analysis,  we
uncovered  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9375792
and p < 0.01 between robberies in Connecticut and
remaining  forest  cover  in  the  Brazilian  Amazon
from  1987  to  2022.  Let’s  just  say  that  this
correlation  was  as  solid  as  a  sequoia  tree  –  a
statistical  affirmation  of  the  unexpected  bond
between criminal activity in the Northeastern U.S.
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and the verdant expanse of South America. It was a
revelation that left us as stunned as a deer caught in
headlights, but in the best way possible.

Now, you might be thinking, "How do you explain
such a strong correlation?" Well, dear reader, that’s
the  million-dollar  question  –  and  as  curious
researchers,  we’re  just  as  eager  to  uncover  the
underlying  mechanisms  driving  this  unorthodox
relationship. Is it a case of environmental influence
on criminal behavior, or do the tendrils of criminal
activity reach farther than we ever imagined? It's a
scientific  conundrum  that  promises  to  keep  us
pondering, conjecturing, and, of course, researching
for years to come.

RESULTS

The analysis of the data yielded a remarkably strong
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9375792  between  the
number  of  robberies  in  Connecticut  and  the
remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon for
the  period  spanning  1987 to  2022.  The r-squared
value  of  0.8790548  further  underlined  the
robustness  of  this  relationship.  It  was  as  if  the
robbers were leaving behind a trail not just in the
Nutmeg State,  but all  the way to the heart  of the
Amazon – talk about a transcontinental caper! 

The  p-value  falling  below  0.01  solidified  the
statistical  significance  of  this  correlation.  That's
right, the odds of this connection occurring by mere
chance  were  slimmer  than  a  tree  bark,  indicating
that there's more to this relationship than meets the
eye. It's a mystery that would make even Sherlock
Holmes scratch his head – "The Adventure of the
Purloined Pine," anyone?

Fig. 1 illustrates the relationship with a scatterplot
that resembles a crime scene investigation – except
this time, the clues aren't fingerprints or footprints,
but  rather  data  points  scattered  across  a  graph,
painting  a  picture  of  an  unexpected  partnership
between  two  distant  locales.  It's  the  kind  of  plot
twist that would make Alfred Hitchcock proud.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The strength of this correlation is as striking as it is
puzzling.  One  might  say  it's  the  statistical
equivalent of pulling a rabbit out of a hat – or in this
case, pulling a correlation out of a forest. It begs the
question:  what  hidden  forces  are  at  play  here,
weaving together  seemingly unrelated events  in  a
manner that defies conventional wisdom?

The  unexpected  nature  of  this  connection  is  as
surprising  as  finding  a  tree-dwelling  mammal
attempting a bank heist – a true 'acorn' artist, if you
will. Our research points to a relationship between
two seemingly distinct phenomena – one associated
with  urban  crime  and  the  other  with  ecological
preservation – that's as curious as a curious George
bush.

This  unanticipated  correlation  prompts  a
reevaluation of traditional assumptions about spatial
causality  and  the  far-reaching  impact  of  human
activities  on  global  ecosystems.  Just  as  the
unlikeliest  of  pairs  can  sometimes  make  the  best
team,  the  unexpected  bond  between  woodland
crime  in  Connecticut  and  forest  cover  in  the
Amazon  challenges  our  understanding  of
interconnected  systems.  It's  a  tale  that's  as
surprising as it is statistically sound.

DISCUSSION

Our  findings  have  illuminated  an  extraordinary
connection  between  two  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena—the  prevalence  of  robberies  in
Connecticut  and  the  extent  of  remaining  forest
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cover in the Brazilian Amazon. While at first glance
this  relationship  may  seem  as  incongruous  as  a
squirrel trying to crack a safe, the robust statistical
correlation  we  uncovered  warrants  serious
consideration.

The remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9375792
and the associated p-value below 0.01 support the
earlier  research,  affirming  the  unexpected
relationship  as  unequivocally  as  a  dad  joke  at  a
family gathering. Our results align with the work of
Smith (2017), Doe (2019), and Jones (2020), further
cementing the credibility of the previously proposed
link  between woodland  crime  in  Connecticut  and
the green expanse of the Amazon. It's as if the data
were  begging  for  attention,  much  like  a  seedling
yearning for sunlight.

The strength of this correlation is akin to finding a
Koala  bear  in  a  Kung  Fu  movie—surprising  yet
unmistakably present. The results lend weight to the
notion that there is indeed more to this woodland
caper than meets the eye. This connection has the
potential to revolutionize our understanding of the
intricate  dance  between  seemingly  disparate
ecosystems and human behavior, as unexpected as
discovering  a  hidden  treasure  chest  in  a  dense
forest.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8790548  reinforces  the
solidity  of  this  relationship,  underscoring  the
statistical  significance  of  the  findings.  The
robustness  of  this  result  is  as  resounding  as  a
thunderstorm on a treeless plain. It's clear that the
correlation  is  not  a  mere  statistical  artifact,  but
rather an observation as firmly rooted as an oak tree
in a forest.

Our results open doors to questions as unfathomable
as the depths of the Amazonian wilderness.  What
hidden factors  underpin  this  connection,  and how
might  it  prompt us  to  reconsider  our  assumptions
about the spatial and ecological influence of human
actions? The implications are as far-reaching as an
untrimmed  vine,  stretching  across  disciplines  and
challenging  conventional  wisdom  like  a  sapling
breaking through soil.

In  summary,  our  findings  fortify  the  burgeoning
field of interdisciplinary research that examines the
interplay  between  human  activity  and  ecological
systems. As we continue to untangle the mysterious
web  of  influences  at  play,  we  are  reminded  that
truth  is  often  stranger  than  fiction,  and  statistical
relationships can be as enigmatic as a labyrinth in
the heart of the jungle.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  highlighted  a
bewildering  yet  robust  relationship  between  the
frequency  of  robberies  in  Connecticut  and  the
extent of forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. The
statistical correlation we uncovered is as strong as a
tree  trunk,  holding  firm  against  conventional
expectations.  It's  as  if  the  thieves  in  Connecticut
have been leaving behind a paper trail that leads all
the  way to the  green heart  of  the  Amazon – talk
about a long-distance getaway plan!

The  unexpected  nature  of  this  connection  is
reminiscent of a classic dad joke – it's like finding a
fully  grown  oak  in  a  bag  of  acorns;  surprising,
unlikely,  and  bound  to  elicit  a  few  groans.
Nevertheless,  our  findings  present  a  compelling
case  for  further  exploration  into  the  intricate  ties
between  human  behavior  and  remote  ecosystems.
After all, why should we leave it to the animals to
have all the fun of crossing continents?

With such a  strong statistical  relationship and the
undeniable intrigue of the topic,  the door  is  wide
open for further research in this area. However, at
the risk of sounding slightly criminal ourselves, we
daresay  that  no  more  research  is  needed  –  the
evidence  we  have  amassed  here  is  as  clear  as  a
cloudless day in the Amazon. It's time to call it a
day  and  let  this  unexpected  alliance  between
woodland hoodlums and leafy canopies bask in the
spotlight. After all, we've proven that even the most
unexpected  connections  are  worth  exploring.  It's
like a good dad joke – it may make you roll your
eyes, but you just can't resist a good chuckle.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Limitations:

Every research endeavor has its share of limitations,
and ours is no exception. While our methodology 
was as comprehensive as an encyclopedia – albeit a 
very niche one – we acknowledge that there are 
inherent complexities in drawing causal inferences 
from correlation. As much as we’d want to attribute 
the dynamics of forest cover in the Amazon to the 
ebb and flow of criminal activities in Connecticut, 
there’s always the possibility of lurking variables 
and confounding factors.

We also recognize the ever-evolving nature of both 
criminal activity and environmental changes, 
acknowledging that our study captures a snapshot in
time amidst an ever-unfolding narrative. The world 
of data is as dynamic as a tropical rainforest, with 
new growth and shifts in terrain constantly 
reshaping the landscape. Dad always said, "The 
only constant in research is change," and he wasn’t 
just talking about statistical trends.

In conclusion, our methodology was a fusion of 
statistical rigor, geographical exploration, and a 
healthy dose of scientific whimsy. It was as much a 
journey through data as it was an adventure in 
unearthing unexpected connections, all while 
sprinkling in puns and jokes like breadcrumbs along
the way. Now, let’s venture forth and dive into the 
results – after all, the best part of a scientific 
journey is navigating the twists and turns with a 
dash of humor.
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