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Abstract

This paper investigates the relationship between the growing popularity of the first name Reese and the 
number of atmospheric and space scientists in the state of Nevada. Utilizing data from the US Social 
Security Administration and the Bureau of Labor Statistics spanning from 2003 to 2021, our research 
team sought to unravel the mystery behind this unlikely correlation. We discovered a remarkably strong 
positive correlation coefficient of 0.9144723 with a p-value of less than 0.01, indicating a statistically 
significant association. Our findings not only shed light on the peculiar connection between a popular 
moniker and the career paths of Nevada's atmospheric and space scientists, but also offer a whimsical 
insight into the unforeseen influences on occupational choices. This study highlights the potential for 
unexpected correlations in social dynamics and its impact on professional pursuits, reassuring us that 
sometimes, the Reese really can be the reason!
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1. Introduction

The  quest  for  knowledge  often  leads  us
down  unexpected  avenues,  like  finding  a
link between the popularity of a name and
the  career  choices  of  atmospheric  and
space  scientists.  Our  minds  are  often
consumed  with  weighty  matters  such  as

climate  patterns,  cosmic  phenomena,  and
the  intricacies  of  the  thermosphere,  but
today  we  embark  on  a  lighter,  more
whimsical journey – the Reese-ntful skies of
Nevada.

As we dig into this peculiar puzzle, we find
ourselves  pondering  the  age-old  question:
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"What's in a name?" Well, it turns out, quite
a bit, especially when it comes to statistical
correlations  and  the  intriguing  interplay  of
societal trends and professional trajectories.

While  our  fascination  with  the  cosmos
knows  no  bounds,  we  couldn't  resist  the
temptation  to  explore  the  unlikely
relationship between the name Reese and
the  atmospheric  and  space  science
landscape  in  Nevada.  It  seems  that  the
stars  have  aligned,  or  perhaps  the
atmospheric  conditions  have  shifted  in  a
particularly  curious  manner,  leading  us  to
uncover a rather unexpected connection.

Join  us  as  we  delve  into  the  statistical
abyss, armed with data from the US Social
Security  Administration  and  the  Bureau  of
Labor Statistics, on a quest to unravel the
enigma of  why the rise of  Reese may be
linked  to  the  ascent  of  atmospheric  and
space scientists in the Silver State. As we
navigate  through  the realms of  regression
analysis,  correlation  coefficients,  and  p-
values, we invite you to join us in unraveling
this delightful conundrum with a sprinkle of
statistical  stardust  and  a  dash  of  cosmic
curiosity. After all, in the world of research,
sometimes the most captivating discoveries
are found in the most unforeseen places –
perhaps even in the subtle resonance of a
name.

2. Literature Review

The intriguing link between the popularity of
the  first  name  Reese  and  the  number  of
atmospheric and space scientists in Nevada
has  been  a  topic  of  growing  interest  in
recent  years.  Smith  and  Doe  (2018)
conducted  a  comprehensive  analysis  of
demographic  trends  and  professional
pursuits, but alas, they failed to uncover this
unforeseen  relationship.  However,  Jones
(2020)  stumbled  upon  an  unexpected
correlation in  a serendipitous twist  of  fate,
setting the stage for further exploration into
this whimsical association.

As  we  venture  further  into  the  realm  of
unexpected  connections,  it's  important  to
consider  the  broader  context  of  societal
influences on career choices. In "The Social
Dynamics  of  Occupational  Pathways"  by
Miller  and  Brown  (2017),  the  authors
emphasize  the  multifaceted  nature  of
professional  trajectories,  reminding us that
sometimes,  the  most  peculiar  correlations
may  hold  a  grain  of  truth.  Additionally,
"Name  Power"  by  Johnson  (2019)  delves
into  the  psychological  impact  of  names,
offering a thought-provoking perspective on
the  subtle  yet  profound  effects  of
nomenclature on individual destinies.

Turning  to  the  world  of  fiction,  "Stellar
Monikers"  by  Astrid  Luminary  (2015)
presents a whimsical exploration of cosmic
influences on naming conventions,  teasing
out the possibility of celestial forces shaping
human appellations. In a similar vein, "The
Cosmic Code of Destiny" by Orion Starfield
(2018)  ventures  into  the esoteric  realm of
astrological  impacts on personal  identities,
weaving a tapestry of cosmic coincidences
and celestial  connections.  Though fictional
in  nature,  these works offer  a lighthearted
lens  through  which  to  contemplate  the
unexpected interplay of cosmic forces and
human endeavors.

In the quest to unravel the mystery behind
the  Reese-ntful  skies  of  Nevada,  our
research  team  also  turned  to  popular
television shows for inspiration and insight.
"Cosmic  Connections"  and  "Atmospheric
Anomalies" provided glimpses into the world
of atmospheric and space science, offering
a captivating backdrop for our explorations.
While these programs may not have directly
addressed the name Reese, their portrayal
of  the  enigmatic  allure  of  cosmic
phenomena  resonated  with  our  quest  for
understanding.

As we immerse ourselves in the whimsical
confluence  of  societal  trends,  professional
pathways,  and  cosmic  curiosities,  it
becomes  clear  that  sometimes,  the  most
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surprising correlations may hold a kernel of
truth, even amidst the Reese-ntful skies of
Nevada.  This  literature  review  sets  the
stage  for  our  empirical  analysis,  shedding
light on the diverse perspectives that have
shaped  our  exploration  of  this  delightful
conundrum.

3. Our approach & methods

To  untangle  the  celestial  enigma  of  the
Reese-ntful  skies in Nevada,  our research
team  employed  a  multidimensional
approach blending statistical analysis with a
pinch of cosmic curiosity. We embarked on
our  quest  armed  with  an  arsenal  of  data
sourced  primarily  from  the  US  Social
Security  Administration  and  the  Bureau  of
Labor  Statistics,  spanning  the  temporal
expanse from 2003 to 2021. 

As  our  initial  foray  into  this  fantastical
odyssey,  we  first  harnessed  the  power  of
the  US  Social  Security  Administration's
baby  names  database,  leveraging  the
robust data on the frequency and popularity
of the name Reese over the years. With the
precision  of  a  cosmic  telescope,  we
scrutinized the temporal ebb and flow of the
name Reese, carefully monitoring its ascent
in the cosmic tapestry of names.

Simultaneously,  we  set  our  sights  on  the
astrological domain of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics,  rustling  up  information  on  the
number of atmospheric and space scientists
joyfully  ensconced  in  the  Silver  State  of
Nevada.  Browsing  through  the  statistical
constellations,  we  meticulously  cataloged
the  occupational  trajectories  of  these
celestial  navigators,  tracing  their  orbital
paths through the labor force.

Once  armed with  this  celestial  armada  of
data,  we  set  about  the  arduous  task  of
teasing out the statistical threads that would
weave  our  inquiry  into  a  web  of  cosmic
corroboration.  Embarking  on  a  cosmic
dance  with  regression  analysis  and

correlation  coefficients,  we  sought  to
discern  the  celestial  choreography
underpinning  the  correlation  between  the
burgeoning  popularity  of  the  name Reese
and the burgeoning cohort  of  atmospheric
and space scientists in Nevada.

Through  the  convoluted  cosmic  dance  of
data analysis,  we determined the Pearson
correlation  coefficient,  donning  our
statistical  spacesuits to brave the p-values
and confidence intervals that lay in our path.
Our  scientific  odyssey  culminated  in  the
unearthing of  a remarkably  strong positive
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9144723,
accompanied by a p-value of less than 0.01,
signaling  a  statistically  significant
association. 

In our reverie of  statistical  exploration,  we
indulged in a meteoric musing, uncovering a
hidden  pattern  in  the  cosmic  fabric  of
societal  nomenclature  and  professional
trajectories. It appears that the Reese-ntful
skies of Nevada have cast a celestial spell
on  the  occupational  destinies  of
atmospheric and space scientists, offering a
whimsical insight into the cosmic caprice of
correlations.

Strapped with statistical stardust and fueled
by cosmic  curiosity,  we navigated through
the  statistical  stratosphere,  unveiling  the
correlation between the rise of Reese and
the  ascent  of  atmospheric  and  space
scientists in Nevada. With a twinkle in our
statistical  eyes, we present  the findings of
our  research,  a  cosmic  symphony  of
unexpected  correlations  and  capricious
coalescence,  reaffirming  that  sometimes,
the Reese really can be the reason!

4. Results

Our  investigation  into  the  correlation
between  the  burgeoning  popularity  of  the
first  name  Reese  and  the  number  of
atmospheric  and  space  scientists  in  the
state  of  Nevada  has  revealed  some  truly
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astronomical findings.  From 2003 to 2021,
we  found  a  positively  dazzling  correlation
coefficient of 0.9144723, with an r-squared
value  of  0.8362596.  As  if  that  weren't
impressive  enough,  the  p-value  was  less
than 0.01, indicating a statistically significant
association  that  even  the  most  skeptical
statistical stargazers can't ignore.

In  the  world  of  statistical  revelations,  our
findings soar to remarkable heights – much
like  the  atmospheres  our  scientists  study.
With  a  correlation  coefficient  approaching
unity,  it  seems  that  the  name  Reese  has
taken on a cosmic significance in Nevada,
serving as an unexpected guiding star  for
aspiring atmospheric and space scientists in
the Silver State.

The strength of the correlation is so striking
that it's practically a meteoric rise. It's as if
the  name  Reese  has  single-handedly
propelled  aspiring  atmospheric  and  space
scientists to new career heights, defying the
gravitational  pull  of  conventional  wisdom.
Our scatterplot (Fig. 1) beautifully captures
the  meteoric  nature  of  this  relationship,
showcasing  the  undeniable  connection
between  the  name  Reese  and  the
atmospheric and space science landscape
in Nevada.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While our research dives into the depths of
statistical  significance,  it  also invites us to
bask in the celestial whimsy of unexpected

correlations.  Whether  it's  the  gravitational
pull of societal trends or the cosmic forces
of  occupational  influences,  our  findings
remind  us  that  the  Reese-ntful  skies  of
Nevada hold more mysteries than meets the
statistical eye.

5. Discussion

Our  investigation  into  the  peculiar
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  Reese  and  the  number  of
atmospheric and space scientists in Nevada
has  left  us  starry-eyed  and  in  awe of  the
statistical  constellations  we  have
uncovered. The remarkable strength of the
correlation  coefficient,  coupled  with  its
statistically significant p-value, reaffirms the
cosmic significance of  the name Reese in
shaping  the  career  pathways  of  budding
scientists in the Silver State.

Our findings not only corroborate the prior
research  by  Jones  (2020)  who  stumbled
upon this  unexpected correlation,  but  they
also  align  with  Miller  and  Brown's  (2017)
emphasis  on  the  multifaceted  nature  of
professional trajectories. It appears that the
whimsical  influence  of  nomenclature,  as
discussed  by  Johnson  (2019),  may  hold
more  weight  than  previously  imagined,
especially  in  the  celestial  realm  of
atmospheric and space science.

The  nearly  unity  correlation  coefficient
suggests  a  gravitational  pull  of  societal
trends that seems to defy statistical gravity,
much like the unseen forces that govern our
universe.  As  we  reflect  on  the  enigmatic
allure  of  cosmic  phenomena  portrayed  in
popular  television  shows,  it  becomes
evident that the Reese-ntful skies of Nevada
hold  more  mysteries  than  meet  the
astronomical eye.

Our scatterplot, akin to a meteor shower of
data points, not only captures the meteoric
rise of this unexpected correlation but also
serves as a cosmic reminder that statistical

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



analyses  may  reveal  more  than  just
numbers.  It  seems  that  the  name  Reese
has indeed become a guiding star  for  the
aspiring atmospheric  and space scientists,
perhaps  fueling  their  celestial  aspirations
and launching them to new career heights.

In conclusion, our study unveils the hitherto
unexplored influence of the name Reese on
the  occupational  choices  of  atmospheric
and  space  scientists  in  Nevada.  The
statistical  stargazers,  though  initially
bewildered by this curious connection, must
now  acknowledge  the  undeniable  cosmic
significance  of  the  name  Reese  in  the
celestial  career  pathways  of  Nevada's
scientists. As we gaze into the Reese-ntful
skies  of  Nevada,  we  are  reminded  that
sometimes,  the  most  unexpected
correlations may hold a galaxy of truth, even
amidst the statistical expanse of research.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has uncovered
an  uncanny  correlation  between  the
popularity of the first name Reese and the
number of atmospheric and space scientists
in  Nevada.  The  statistically  significant
association  we've  discovered  has  left  us
more  starry-eyed  than  a  group  of
astronomers gazing at the night sky. It's as if
the mere mention of the name Reese has
the power to launch aspiring scientists into
orbit,  defying  statistical  gravity  and
propelling them into the cosmic expanse of
atmospheric and space science.

Our findings not only add a whimsical twist
to the serious world of statistics and social
dynamics  but  also  remind  us  of  the
delightful  unpredictability  of  research.  It
seems  that  in  the  grand  universe  of
occupational  influences,  the  name  Reese
holds a cosmic resonance that extends far
beyond the reaches of mere nomenclature.

As  we  wrap  up  this  study,  we  must
recognize  that  sometimes,  statistical

stardust can lead us to the most unexpected
revelations.  The  Reese-ntful  skies  of
Nevada have proven to be fertile ground for
uncovering  such  peculiar  connections,  but
it's  time  to  acknowledge  that  perhaps,  no
further research is needed in this area. After
all, when it comes to the Reese-ntful skies
and  atmospheric  scientists  of  Nevada,
we've reached a conclusion that's truly out
of this world.

In the words of Galileo, "And yet, it Reese-
s!"
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