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Abstract

In this study, we explore the whimsical yet surprisingly captivating relationship between the prevalence of
the first name Ava and the total regular season games played by the illustrious Nicklas Backstrom in the
National Hockey League (NHL). Our research team delved into the archives of the US Social Security
Administration and the meticulously recorded statistics of the NHL to undertake this endeavor. We
identified a notable correlation coefficient of 0.8334963, accompanied by a jovial p-value of less than
0.01, for the timespan stretching from 2002 to 2022. Indeed, our findings weave a tale both curious and
comical, shedding light on the curious potential significance of appellations in shaping the paths of
professional athletes. This curious correlation, while not firmly establishing causality, may yet sprinkle a
dash of delight into the world of sports analytics and incite further pondering of the curious connections
that underpin our beloved pastimes.

Copyleft 2024 Academic Excellence Institute. No rights reserved.

1. Introduction battleground, our study ventures into the
uncharted territory of nomenclature
influence, aiming to unravel the curious
relationship between the frequency of the
first name Ava and the enduring career of
the seasoned NHL player, Nicklas
Backstrom. As we embark upon this

The realm of sports analytics is a
battlefield of numbers, charts, and
hypotheses, where researchers seek to
uncover the hidden threads that tie together
the exploits of athletes with the quirks of the
human experience. Amidst this sprawling
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intriguing quest, it becomes apparent that
our analysis is not merely a whimsical
pursuit, but a delightful foray into the realm
of serendipity and statistical charm.

The auspicious coincidence of these two
disparate entities — the ubiquity of a name
and the on-ice prowess of a professional
hockey player — lures us into a captivating
dance of probability and playfulness. Our
expedition is anchored in the analysis of
data meticulously curated by the US Social
Security Administration, where the tally of
little Avas born into the world unfolds with
each passing year. Concurrently, we pore
over the meticulously recorded statistics of
the NHL, tracing the journey of Backstrom
as he weaves his way through the
labyrinthine landscape of professional
hockey. In this incongruous pairing, we
uncover a correlation coefficient of
0.8334963, whispering of an unexpected
camaraderie between name popularity and
athletic endurance.

Unveiling this connection between the
eponymous avalanche of Avas and the
steadfast tenure of Backstrom amidst the
NHL fray injects a lighthearted twist into the
largely serious arena of sports analysis. The
seemingly  flippant nature of this
juxtaposition may mask an underlying
profundity, akin to a well-aimed slapshot
concealed behind a mischievous grin. While
far from establishing a definitive causative
link, our findings offer a merry jigsaw piece
in the captivating mosaic of sports analytics,
challenging researchers to peer beyond the
surface and explore the tantalizing nuances
that render our beloved pastimes all the
more enchanting.

In our endeavor, we stoke the fires of
curiosity and mirth, inviting fellow
researchers to partake in this whimsical
odyssey and to consider the offbeat
interplay shaping the trajectories of our
revered athletes. As the stage is set for our
scholarly revelry, we eagerly await the
unfolding of this merry tale, where the allure

of appellations whirls in time with the
prowess of the puck — a harmonious
symphony that infuses the measured world
of empirical inquiry with a spirited dose of
rollicking charm.

2. Literature Review

The investigation into the correlation
between the prevalence of the first name
Ava and the career longevity of NHL player
Nicklas Backstrom has sparked a curious
blend of scholarly inquiry and puckish
amusement. As we embark on this quest
into the realm of nomenclature influence, we
are compelled to examine the extant
literature and unearth glimpses of
amusement and erudition. Smith (2015)
elucidates the significance of first names in
social contexts, shedding light on the
psychological effects of nomenclature
perception. Meanwhile, Doe (2018) delves
into the whimsical realm of name popularity,
teasing out the underlying dynamics of
nomenclature fervor and its potential
ramifications.

Akin to the chortle-inducing revelations of
non-fiction works, the fictional panorama too
harbors semblances of relevance. In "Ava's
Adventure Chronicles," the titular
character's name dances in delightful
synchrony with her uncanny feats, hinting at
the mischievous gambol of serendipity and
appellation allure. Additionally, "Backstrom's
Puck Pursuit" by Jones (2019) traverses a
realm where the puck and the moniker twirl
in tandem, fostering an ambiance of jocular
correlation echoing the very essence of our
scholarly pursuit.

Turning to the digital domain, the
widespread internet meme featuring a puck
adorned with the name "Ava" careening
through a hockey rink serves as a whimsical
reminder of the fanciful connections that
permeate the ethos of this investigation.
The humorous juxtaposition encapsulates
the very essence of our exploration — a
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merry defiance of the ordinary that paints a
grin across the canvas of statistical
analysis.

As we venture deeper into this odyssey,
propelled forth by the call of curiosity and
the allure of statistical caprice, our fervor is
matched only by our delighted anticipation
of the revelations yet to unfold. This merry
romp across the fields of empirical inquiry
and sporting whimsy is far more than a dry
academic pursuit — it is an invitation to
embrace the jocular vibrancy that tags
alongside the most unexpected of
correlations, infusing scholarly inquiry with a
sprightly dose of unexpected enchantment.

3. Our approach & methods

Our research methodology, akin to a
zamboni cruising across the ice, aimed to
methodically smooth out the rink of data to
reveal the underlying connection between
the prevalence of the name Ava and the
regular season games played by Nicklas
Backstrom in the NHL. Utilizing data
gathered from various sources, including
the US Social Security Administration and
the proverbial hockey almanac of the NHL,
we undertook a meticulous and mirthful
examination of the purported correlation
between these disparate entities.

The first step in this whimsical waltz of
data analysis involved obtaining the yearly
count of newborn Avas from the US Social
Security  Administration, a task as
straightforward as a perfectly executed wrist
shot. We compiled these figures spanning
the years 2002 to 2022, appreciating the
ebbs and flows of Ava's societal presence
as if tallying goals scored in a high-octane
hockey match. Subsequently, we pirouetted
with grace into the statistics of Nicklas
Backstrom's career, lacing up our skates to
navigate through the veritable maze of
regular season games played in the NHL
during the same time frame with the

precision of a seasoned defenseman
guarding the net.

With the invaluable dataset in hand, akin
to the trusted hockey stick in the hands of a
skilled player, we applied a series of
statistical analyses to discern the hidden
bond between the popularity of the name
Ava and the endurance of Backstrom's
career on the ice. Employing the venerable
Pearson correlation coefficient, we sought
to quantify the degree of association
between these seemingly incongruous
entities, as if measuring the synchronicity of
a well-coordinated power play. The
prodigious  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8334963 that emerged from this dance of
numbers distinctly unveiled a semblance of
mutual influence, reminiscent of a seamless
pass between linemates on the ice.

Furthermore, to reinforce the reliability of
our findings, we subjected the correlation
coefficient to a test of significance,
resembling a referee ensuring fair play on
the ice. The p-value of less than 0.01 that
transpired from this analysis, akin to an
unexpected penalty in the final minutes of a
game, provided compelling evidence of the
robustness of the observed correlation. Our
shappy statistical techniques, not unlike a
swift glove save by a goaltender, upheld the
integrity of our inquiry and fortified the
joviality of our findings.

As our methodology charitably unfolds
amidst the spirited clatter of skates on the
ice, we emphasize the care and rigor with
which we approached this delightful quest
for correlation, aiming to encapsulate the
whimsy and wonder of our research pursuit
while firmly adhering to the tenets of
empirical inquiry.

4. Results

The findings of our mirthful exploration have
yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.8334963 and an r-squared value of
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0.6947162 for the investigation period
spanning from 2002 to 2022. With a p-value
of less than 0.01, the offbeat interplay
between the prevalence of the first name
Ava and the intrepid NHL journey of Nicklas
Backstrom emerges as a compelling theme
in the grand tapestry of data analysis.

To visually encapsulate this serendipitous
correlation, we present Fig. 1, a scatterplot
that showcases the robust relationship
between the frequency of the appellation
"Ava" and the enduring regular season
games played by the stalwart Backstrom.
This whimsical interplay, akin to a playful
game of table hockey, captivates the
imagination and provokes a mischievous
grin as we contemplate the quirks of
statistical fate.

In unraveling this improbable yet captivating
connection, we are reminded of the
delightful serendipity nestled within the
seemingly austere realms of empirical
inquiry. While causality remains elusive in
this merry dalliance of nomenclature and
sporting prowess, our findings invite a
whimsical nod to the capricious dance of
probability, infusing the corridors of
academic inquiry with a sprightly dose of
enchantment.

Years 2002-2022, r=0.833, p<0.01

Popularity of the first name
Ava

0 20 40 60 80
Total regular season games
played by Nicklas Backstrom

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The mirth and merriment sparked by our
findings are akin to the thrill of an
unexpected hat trick, as our results
elegantly harmonize with the prior research
ruminations that we jestingly referenced in
the literature review. It is with a twinkle in
our eyes that we acknowledge the serious
implications of the jovial sources that we
playfully alluded to. Indeed, the works of
Smith (2015) and Doe (2018) laid the
foundation for our exploration into the droll
world of nomenclature influence, and their
insights have been bolstered by our own
curious discoveries.

The resounding correlation coefficient of
0.8334963 that we have unearthed echoes
the whispering nuances of Appellation
Ambiguity Theory (AAT) expounded by
Smith (2015), treading a fine line between
academic earnestness and playful
speculation. Likewise, the rambunctious
revelry of whimsical correlations highlighted
in "Ava's Adventure Chronicles" finds a
hitherto unforeseen echo in our own
empirical escapade. The rhythmic
resonance of our results with the fanciful
fictional romps would certainly provoke a
wry chuckle from the authors, were they to
glimpse this unlikely alignment.

Moreover, our findings lend credence to the
name-dance  blueprint  portrayed in
"Backstrom's Puck Pursuit® by Jones
(2019), subtly affirming the quixotic
relationship between nomenclature and
sporting prowess that was humorously
depicted in the fictitious realm. The puckish
puck with the name "Ava" careening across
the hockey rink, while initially a lighthearted
meme, now tacitly holds a nod of
acknowledgment from the statistical realm,
adding a layer of sly whimsy to our grave
statistical inquiries.

The robust presentation of our results
through Fig. 1 mirrors the ebullient swirl of a
Lutz jump, effectively encapsulating the
frolicsome harmony between the prevalence
of the name "Ava" and the enduring games
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played by the indomitable Backstrom. Our
scatterplot, akin to a mischievous game of
chance, invites a good-humored
contemplation of the playful dance of
probability, embodying the kooky caprice
that surreptitiously infuses the solemn
corridors of academic inquiry.

In conclusion, our exploration of the
interplay between nomenclature and
sporting prowess has unveiled a
kaleidoscope of insights that hitherto lay
shrouded in mirth and wonder. While our
findings do not decisively establish
causality, they fashion a jovial coronet of
empirical evidence, stimulating further
inquiry and prompting a whimsical nod to
the curious connections that underlie our
most beloved pastimes.

6. Conclusion

In traversing the enigmatic terrain of
moniker mirages and puck prowess, our
merry expedition into the whimsical interplay
between the prevalence of the first name
Ava and the resilient journey of Nicklas
Backstrom through the NHL has unfurled an
intriguing saga. The correlation coefficient of
0.8334963, coupled with an r-squared value
of 0.6947162 for the period from 2002 to
2022, underscores the whimsical vyet
surprisingly robust bond between
appellations and athletic tenacity. As we bid
adieu to this jovial dance of probability, we
recognize the charming riddle wrapped
within a conundrum that beckons further
reflection and exuberant delight.

Indeed, with this curious correlation, we
encounter a tale that threads the
lighthearted enchantment of nomenclature
into the fabric of sports analytics. Our
scatterplot, reminiscent of a gleeful game of
table hockey, visually encapsulates this
playful liaison, a whimsical nod to the
capricious dance of probability that infuses
the academic landscape with a sprightly
dash of enchantment. While the specter of

causality eludes our grasp, the light-hearted
serendipity nestled within the austere
corridors of empirical inquiry urges further
contemplation, evoking a merry twinkle in
the eye of scholarly revelry.

As we conclude this lighthearted adventure,
we assert that the lighthearted musings
unleashed by this inquiry not only tickle the
academic intellect but also prompt a chuckle
in the hallowed halls of sports analytics. It is
with a jovial wave of the hand, and in the
spirit of whimsy, that we firmly assert that no
further research in this area is warranted.
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